- 13 - PROCESS FOR PREPARI NG ALKANEDI OL AND DI ALKYL CARBONATE ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a process for _the preparation of a dialkyl carbonate
and an al kanedi ol conprising: (a) reacﬁ'ng an al kyl ene carbonate and an

al kanol in the presence of a honpbgeneous transesterification catalyst to
obtain a m xture containing unconverted al kyl ene carbonate, unconverted

al kanol , dial kyl carbonate, al kanedi ol and catal yst, wherein the catal yst
amount i s of PROGES20FOR PREBORD P AbKS&EDbRLt ARDaRbARKYbT CARBONAXEUr e; (b)
contacting the mxture fromstep (a) with a solid sorbent to obtain a m xture
cont ai ni ng unconverted al kyl ene carbonate, unconverted al kanol, di al kyl
carbonat e and al kanedi ol and furthepBSORRAGTNI ng either no catal yst or a
substantially reduced anount of catalyst; (c) separating the m xture fromstep
(b) into a bottom stream containing unconverted al kyl ene carbonate and

al kanedi ol and top stream containin nconverted al kanol and dial k
oot ot o TPetEBuBhE oM L hRE AR R PP BLEERer Bbt | B bt PRGRAL FBRY St ep (o).

and (e) regeoyeti BOkYhecdr Bbkyt ecanhonat a1 kaABH Be EBRpP! 5FAG fram step (c).
reacting an al kyl ene carbonate and an al kanol in the
presence of a honbgeneous transesterification catalyst to
obtain a m xture contai ning unconverted al kyl ene carbonat e,
unconverted al kanol, dial kyl carbonate, al kanedi ol and
catal yst, wherein the catalyst anount is of from20 to
2,000 ppmw based on the anount of the m xture; (b)
contacting the mxture fromstep (a) with a solid sorbent
to obtain a m xture containing unconverted al kyl ene
carbonat e, unconverted al kanol, dial kyl carbonate and
al kanedi ol and further containing either no catalyst or a
substantially reduced anount of catalyst; (c) separating
the mxture fromstep (b) into a bottom stream contai ni ng
unconverted al kyl ene carbonate and al kanedi ol and a top
stream cont ai ni ng unconverted al kanol and di al kyl
carbonate; (d) recovering the al kanediol fromthe bottom
streamfromstep (c); and (e) recovering the dialkyl
carbonate fromthe top streamfromstep (c).



