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What is claimed is: 

 

1.  A computer-implemented method, comprising: generating a first set of 

fingerprints based on a first video sequence by, for each portion of the first video 

sequence:  

 comparing content associated with two or more frames in the portion to identify 

a representative frame in the portion, and generating, based on the representative 

frame, a different fingerprint that identifies the portion of the first video sequence;  

 generating a second set of fingerprints based on a second video sequence, 

wherein each fingerprint included in the second set of fingerprints identifies a different 

portion of the second video sequence;  

 comparing the first set of fingerprints to the second set of fingerprints to 

determine that a first portion of the first video sequence is substantially similar to a 

second portion of the second video sequence; and  

 when playing back the second video sequence, causing the second video 

sequence to advance past the second portion. 

 

2.  The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein generating the second 

set of fingerprints based on the second video sequence comprises:   

 determining a plurality of portions included in the second video sequence; 

 selecting a separate representative frame from each portion included in the 

plurality of portions; and  

 generating a separate fingerprint for each separate representative frame. 

 

3.  The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein generating a particular 

fingerprint for a particular representative frame comprises generating one or more 

subsets of fingerprint data, wherein each subset of fingerprint data comprises a signal-

to-noise ratio associated with the particular representative frame, a histogram 

corresponding to the particular representative frame, structural data defining at least 

one structural attribute of the particular representative frame, or feature data indicating 

at least one feature of the particular representative frame. 

 

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein comparing the first set of 
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fingerprints to the second set of fingerprints comprises comparing each fingerprint 

included in the first set of fingerprints to each fingerprint included in the second set of 

fingerprints to determine that a first fingerprint included in the first set of fingerprints is 

substantially similar to a second fingerprint included in the second set of fingerprints. 

 

5.  The computer-implemented method of claim 4, wherein the first fingerprint is 

generated from the first portion of the first video sequence, and the second fingerprint 

is generated from the second portion of the second video sequence. 

 

6.  The computer-implemented method of claim 4, wherein the first fingerprint is 

determined to be substantially similar to the second fingerprint by:  

 determining that a first subset of data included in the first fingerprint is 

substantially similar to a second subset of data included in the second fingerprint; and  

 determining that a third subset of data included in the first fingerprint is 

substantially similar to a fourth subset of data included in the second fingerprint. 

 

7.  The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the first portion of the 

video sequence includes a first sequence of frames captured continuously from a first 

point of capture, wherein the first point of capture comprises a physical video camera 

or a virtual video camera. 

 

8.  The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein causing the second 

video sequence to advance past the second portion of the second video sequence 

comprises generating a first time range corresponding to the second portion of the 

second video sequence, and advancing the second video sequence past the first time 

range in response to a selection received via a playback interface. 

 

9.  The computer-implemented method of claim 8, further comprising displaying a 

first interface element within the playback interface via which the selection is received 

only when a playback position of the second video sequence falls within the first time 

range. 

 

10.  A non-transitory computer-readable medium storing program instructions that, 
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when executed by a processor, configures the processor to perform the steps of: 

 generating a first set of fingerprints based on a first video sequence by, for each 

portion of the first video sequence:  

 comparing content associated with two or more frames in the portion to identify 

a representative frame in the portion, and generating, based on the representative 

frame, a different fingerprint that identifies the portion of the first video sequence;  

 generating a second set of fingerprints based on a second video sequence, 

wherein each fingerprint included in the second set of fingerprints identifies a different 

portion of the second video sequence; comparing the first set of fingerprints to the 

second set of fingerprints to determine that a first portion of the first video sequence is 

substantially similar to a second portion of the second video sequence; and  

 when playing back the second video sequence, causing the second video 

sequence to advance past the second portion. 

 

11.  The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 10, wherein the step of 

generating the second set of fingerprints based on the second video sequence 

comprises:  

 determining a plurality of portions included in the second video sequence; 

selecting a separate representative frame from each portion included in the plurality of 

portions; and  

 generating a separate fingerprint for each separate representative frame. 

 

12.  The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 11, wherein generating 

a particular fingerprint for a particular representative frame comprises generating one 

or more subsets of fingerprint data, wherein each subset of fingerprint data comprises 

a signal-to-noise ratio associated with the particular representative frame, a histogram 

corresponding to the particular representative frame, structural data defining at least 

one structural attribute of the particular representative frame, or feature data indicating 

at least one feature of the particular representative frame. 

 

13.  The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 10, wherein comparing 

the first set of fingerprints to the second set of fingerprints comprises comparing each 

fingerprint included in the first set of fingerprints to each fingerprint included in the 
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second set of fingerprints to determine that a first fingerprint included in the first set of 

fingerprints is substantially similar to a second fingerprint included in the second set of 

fingerprints. 

 

14.  The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 13, wherein the first 

fingerprint is generated from the first portion of the first video sequence, and the 

second fingerprint is generated from the second portion of the second video 

sequence. 

 

15.  The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 13, wherein the first 

fingerprint is determined to be substantially similar to the second fingerprint by: 

 determining that a first subset of data included in the first fingerprint is 

substantially similar to a second subset of data included in the second fingerprint; and  

 determining that a third subset of data included in the first fingerprint is 

substantially similar to a fourth subset of data included in the second fingerprint. 

 

16.  The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 10, wherein both the 

first portion of the first video sequence and the second portion of the second video 

sequence comprise an introductory sequence that includes one or more production 

credits. 

 

17.  The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 10, wherein the second 

portion of the second video sequence comprises a recap sequence that includes one 

or more frames of video data also included in the first portion of the first video 

sequence. 

 

18.  The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim 10, further comprising 

the steps of:  

 determining a category associated with the second portion of the second video 

sequence; and causing a playback interface to display an interface element indicating 

the category. 
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19.  A system, comprising: a memory storing an application; and a processor that 

executes the application to perform the steps of:  

 generating a first set of fingerprints based on a first video sequence by, for each 

portion of the first video sequence:  

 comparing content associated with two or more frames in the portion to identify 

a representative frame in the portion, and generating, based on the representative 

frame, a different fingerprint that identifies the portion of the first video sequence;  

 generating a second set of fingerprints based on a second video sequence, 

wherein each fingerprint included in the second set of fingerprints identifies a different 

portion of the second video sequence, comparing the first set of fingerprints to the 

second set of fingerprints to determine that a first portion of the first video sequence is 

substantially similar to a second portion of the second video sequence, and when 

playing back the second video sequence, causing the second video sequence to 

advance past the second portion. 

 

20.  The system of claim 19, wherein both the first portion of the first video 

sequence and the second portion of the second video sequence comprise an 

introductory sequence that includes one or more production credits. 


