
INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM, TERMINAL APPARATUS, INFORMATION  CENTER,
RECORDING MEDIUM, AND INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION METHOD
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE     The present invention is characterized by
that, when     content data are distributed from an information center
via a predetermined communication line to a terminal     apparatus loaded
with a recording medium recorded with     its identifier and prepaid
information, the information     center manages the usable remaining amount
of money in     the recording medium loaded in the terminal apparatus and
updates this usable remaining amount of money every time     content data
are distributed. Further, if the usable     remaining amount of money is
smaller than the price of     the content data distributed from the
information center,     the information center instructs the terminal
apparatus     to load another recording medium having a usable
remaining amount of money enough for covering the content     data to be
distributed. Still further, a remaining     recordable capacity of a
recording medium loaded in the     terminal apparatus is transmitted from
the same to the     information center. The information center compares the
remaining recordable capacity with the size of the data     content to be
distributed. If the remaining recordable     capacity is smaller than the
size of the content data,     the information center instructs the terminal
apparatus     to load a new recording medium having a recordable
capacity enough for the content data to be distributed.     Figure 1
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