
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR PROCESSING BIOLOGICAL SAMPLES

The present invention relates to a cartridge and apparatus for processing biological samples, and particularly for performing sample preparation, extraction, amplification reaction and detection for nucleic acids with improved contamination control. Solutions particularly for fast point of care testing (POCT) are provided. The invention uses commonly used disposables in the industry like the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) reactor tubes and well-plates. Enhanced contamination control, affordability, reliability and speed are obtained by simplistic structural designs and methods. The cartridge facilitates a reduction in change of air pressure inside the hermetically isolated receptacles during aspiration or dispensation of the biological sample and the reagent liquid.
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