
Selective carrier denial in a cellular system restricts some or all
carrier-handled calls from a given cellular subscriber while simultaneously
allowing other cellular calls. A restriction flag or indicator in a Visitor
Location Register (VLR) of the cellular system is set by a Home Location
Register (HLR) which contains a list of those carriers denied to
subscribers. When the restriction flag is set, the HLR is interrogated to
determine if the call is restricted. Alternatively, the restriction flag
may reside within the subscriber's mobile phone. Further, the VLR or mobile
phone may, respectively, contain a list of denied carriers and internally
determine if carrier denial applies without resort to the HLR.    


