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(54) PROTECTOR MEMBERS FOR RELEASABLE ATTACHMENT TO SEATS (71)  We,GEORGE
NORMAN & CO, PTY,  which is operative to locate the protector LTD.. a
company incorporated under the member in a substantially aligned position
laws of the State of Victoria, Common- relative to a seat. That is, it is
generally wealth of Australia, of 129 Clarendon Street preferred to locate
the protector member so 5 South Melbourne, in the State of Victoria,   as
to lie substantially symmetrical with the Commonwealth of Australia, hereby
declare   longitudinal axis of the seat backrest. the invetion for which we
pray that a  A still further aim of the invention is to patent may be
granted to us and the method  provide a combination of a protector mem- by
which it isto be performed, to be par-  ber and a seat dust, slip, or
permanent cover 10. ticularly described in and by the following
(hereinafter called the 'main cover or cover- 55 statement:-
ing") which incorporates means to enable convenient attachment and removal
of a This invention relates to the releasable  protector member. attachment
of disposable members of the.  According to the present  invention there 15
kind  used to protect the backrest or head- is provided a protector member
for releas- 60 rest of a seat against soiling to such seats. able
attachment to the back or head-rest of a It will be convenient to
hereinafter refer to  seat and including a body section fonned of such
protector  members as headrest covers, a flexible sheet material, a tab
element non- and the headrest may be defined by a par-  releasably
connected to an edge of said body 20 ticular zone of a seat backrest or by
a separ-  section and arranged for Insertion into a 65 ate member attached
to the backrest. The  pocket or recess provided on or within said invention
has particular application to the  back or headrest, whereby said protector
seats   of passenger vehicles such as aircraft, member is attachable to
said seat said tab buses and trains.       element being  formed of a sheet
material 25 Headrest covers of the land indicatd are  which is rigid
relative to the sheet material 70 removably attached to seats in a variety
of of said body section, and two opposite side ways, but such attaching
means generally  edges of said tab element converging over include the use
of rigid, fastening elements  at least part of their length in a direction
such as press-studs and buttons. It is desir- away from the connection
between said tab 30 able to avoid the  use of rigid fastening ele- element
and aid body section, so that said 75 ments, because they are, usually
secured to  tab element has its greatest width adjacent the. main dust or
slip cover of a seat and  said connection. tend to catch during laundering
of such   According to another aspect of the present main covers Prior to
the present invention  invention there is provided a combination 35
however, a satisfactory alternative had not of such a protector member and
a seat, 80 been devised  .    wherein said pocket is formed in the cover-
It is a principal aim  of the  present inven-  ing of said seat and is
positionedon the top tion to provide a protector member of the  edge
surface of the seat backrest, said'pocket   et kind indicated which is of
relatively simple  opening rearwardly and having side edges 40 and
inexpensive construction, and which  substantially complementary to  aid
side 85 dos not, require rigid elements such as edges of the tab element to
retain the: tab press-tuds or buttons to be secured to the  element against
substantial lateral move- main seat cover. It is a further aim of the  ment
relative to said seat, and maid protector invention to provide a disposable
protector member is folded at said edge of the body 45 member
incorporating  attaching  means section so that said body section overlies
90 [Price 25p]   



1354308              .2 said pocket , and said element contained  view
showing another embodiment of a seat therein.main cover incorporating
attaching means; According to a further aspect of the    Figure l6 is a
partialy sectioned view of present invention there is provided a com- yet
another embodiment of the attaching 5 bination of such a protector member
with a  means in the seat main cover; and,  70 seat dust cover, said dust
cover having a    Figure 17 shows, on a reduced scale, a pocket formed
therein to slidably receive  protector member attached to the seat back-
said tab element, said pocket being posi-  rest shown in Figure 16. tioned
on the top edge surface of the back-   One form of disposable cover or
protector 10 rest portion of the dust cover and opening  member in
accordance with the invention 75 rearwardly, and opposed side edges of said
is shown in Figures 1 to 3 and includes a pocket are arranged relative to
each other to  body section 2 defined by a sheet of suitable cooperate with
side edges of said tab ele- material having' any   desired  peripheral ment
to retain that element against sub- -shape, and attaching means including a
tab 15 stantial lateral movement relative to said  element 3 extending from
one edge 4 of that 80 dust cover.                            body section
2. The body section 2 may be The invention will now be further de-  made
from woven fabric, non-woven fabric, scribed.by way of example, with
reference  paper, or any other flexible sheet material, to the accompanying
drawings. in which:-  and it is generally preferred to have a four- 20
Figure 1 is a plan view of a typical pro- sided peripheral shape as shown.
That is, 85 tector member according to the invention: the side edges' 5 of
the body section 2 con- Figure 2 is an enlarged crosstional verge towards
the upper edge 4 thereof to view of a fragment of the member shown in
impart a functional and attractive shape to Figure 1,. and taken along line
II-II of the cover. 25 Figure 1; -                               The tab
element 3 is preferably elongated 90 Figure 3 is a perspective view showing
a  for a reason hereinafter made cleaR,and protector member according to
Figure 1) is rigid by comparison with the material of partially mounted on
a seat backrest;   the body section 2, although it may have Figure 4 is a
partially sectioned side ele- sine degree of flexibilty. In' other words;
30 vational view showing the protector member the tab element 3 is
preferably made of a 95 of Figure 3 fully mounted on the seat back-.
material such as to be self-supporting in the rest;
sense that it will not flex or bend signifi- Figure 5 is a plan view of the
combination  cantly under normal gravitational forces. shown in Figure 4
with parts broken away  Some suitable materials are cardboard, 35. for
convenience of illustration;.      fibreboard and plastics Alternatively,
the 100 Figure 6 shows an alternative configura-  tab element 3 and body
section 2 may be tion for the tab receiving pocket of the  formed of the
same material, but the tab main cover of a seat;                   element
3 is treated (eg. impregnation by a Figure 7 is a plan view of past of a
modi-  stiffening agent such as starch  or a plastics 40 fied form of a
protector member according  material) or made thickner to obtain the 105 to
the invention;   desired degree of riidiy. The tab element Figure 8. is a
plan view of yet another  3 extends longitudinally from  the upper edge
modified form of the protector member, in  4 of the body section 2 and is
ideally which one attaching tab is shown located in  located substantially
central of that edge. 45 its respective pocket and the other tab is    Any
appropriate means such as stitching 110 about to be inserted;  or adhesive
for example, -may be provided 'Figure 9 is a side elevational view of to
secure the tab element 3 to the body another modified form  of the
invention  section 2. In a preferred seat attachment showing the protector
member mounted on  as shown in Figures 4 and 3, the tab elet 50 a seat;
ment 3 is folded beneath the body section 115 Figure 10 is a plan view of
part.. of a 2 about a line extending substantiallyin protector member
according to yet another  alignment with the upper 'edge 4 of the
embodiment of the invention;                           body section 2. It
is therefore convenient to Figure 11 is a plan view of an alternative
secure the tab element 3 to a flap 6 (see 55 configuration of the
attachment tab of the  Figures 2 and 3) forming an integral part 120
protector member;                      of the body section-2 but extending
be Figure 12 is a plan view of still another yond the upper edge 4 thereof.
Preferably 



possible configuration of the attaching tab; the flap 6 has a size and
configuration su Figure 13 is a plan view of a modified as notto extend
beyond the periphery of the 60 form  of seat main cover incorporating  tab
element 3. attaching means;                          Tab cooperating means
is secured to or Figure 14 is an enlarged cross-sectional forms part of the
main slip, dust, or per- view taken along line XIV-XIV of Figure  manent,
cover of a seat or chair and is pre- 13;
ferably located on the top edge surface 7 of 65  Figure 15 is a fragmentary
perspective  the seat backrest 8 adjacent the rear surface 130    3
1 354308                                       3 9 thereof as shown in
Figure 4. The c0- tab elements 3 may extend in substantially operating
means basically forms a pocket opposite directions from respective side
edges ll adapted to receive the tab element 3 and  5 of the body section 2
asshown in Figure having side edges 12 arranged to guide the  8, and in
that arrangement they are arranged 5 tab element 3 into a location such
that the  to engage in pockets 11 in the top surface 70 associated body
section 2 is substantially  7 of the backrest 8. but the pockets could -
correctly positioned on the seat backrest be on the side edge surfaces or
the rear the embodiment shown in Figures 3  surface of the seat backrest 8
as desired. to 5, the pocket 11 is defined by a patch    In a further
modification as shown in element   13 secured to the under side of the
Figure 9, the or each tab element 3 secured 75 main cover, and a slit 14
isformed in the  to the upper edge 4 of the body section 2
75 main cover to allow passage of the tab ele-  cooperates with a pocket 11
located on the ment 3 into the pocket 11. Furthermore, the  back surface 9
of the seat backrest 8. It pocket 11 extends forwardly of the slit 14  will
be obvious that one or more tab ele- 15 so that the tab element 3 extends
beneath the  ments 3 may be provided at each of the 80 body section 2 of
the disposable protector  upper edge 4 and side edges 5 of the. bod member
when that member is correctly posi-  section 2, and furthermore the or each
tab tioned on the seat backrest 8 as shown in  element 3 may be connected
to that body Figure 4.                               section 2 through a
flap, band or tape 19 20   The side edges 12 of the pocket 11 may  as shown
in Figure 10, which may be elastic 85 be defined by the means used to
secure the  in nature to permit stretching during the patch element 13 to
the main cover. That attaching and removal operations. means takes the form
of stitching 15 in the The tab element 3 may have any desired embodiment of
Figures 4 and 5, but ad-  shape, although the shape previously de- 25
hesive, or any other appropriate securing  scribed is generally preferred,
especially if 90 means may be used.                    only one element is
being used. The side It has been found convenient to form the  edges 16 of
the tabelement 3 may be curved tab element 3 so that theside edges 16 (see
as shown in Figure 11 instead of being figure 1) thereof are substantially
straight straight as described, or such curved edges 30 and converge away
from the upper edge4  16 may be concave as shown in Figure 12. 95 of.the
body section 2, and the terminal end  Also, the curved edges 16 are
arranged so 17 of the tab element 3 may be curved or  that the width of the
tab element 3 decreases arcuate. The pocket 11 may have a side away from
the body section 2. Obviously peripheral shape substantially complement-
it is preferable for the or each cooperating 35 ary to that of the tab
element 3, except that pocket 11 to have a side peripheral shape 100 it may
be desired to increase the divergence  substantially complementary to that
of its of the sides '13 thereof at a portion 18 ad-  respective tab element
3, but it may have a jacent the slit 14 as shown in Figure 6, so  greater
depth so that the side edges 16 of                 greater depth so that
the side edges 16 of as to facilitate initial entry of the tab ele- the tab
3 engage the edges  12 of the pocket 40 ment 3 into the pocket 11. Also,
the pocket 11 before the tab 3 bottoms within the 105 l1 can be open  ended
to ensure that the  pocket 11. tab element 3 is firmly located therein. -
Irrespective of the peripheral shape of the With a construction as
described, the  tab element 3, it need not be elongated as elongated tab
element 3 is caused to adopt a  described, but again that, is preferred
for is position such that the associated body sec-  stabilty.
110 tion 2 of the disposable protector member   It will be further apparent
that the or is properly located on the seat headrest, each tab receiving
pocket   11 can be formed 



Attachment and removal of the disposable  in any suitable manner other than
as pre- member is extremely simple, and rigid ele-  viously described. One
way as shown in 50 ments are not required to be permanently   Figures L3
and 14, is to form a tuck or 115 secured to the main slip or dust cover of
fold in the main cover of the seat and stitch the seat.              along
two laterally spaced lines 21 extending The construction described is an
illustra-  away from the mouth 22 of the tuck or tive embodiment only, and
may be varied  fold to define the side edges l2 of the pocket 55
considerab1y whilst still retaining the basic  11. The mouth 22 of the tuck
or fold may be 120 concept of the invention. For example, a  closed by
stitching 23 or adhesive laterally plurality of tab elements 3 may be
secured  of the pocket 11 so formed. In another ar- to the body section 2
of the protector mem- rangement as shown in Figure 15, the pocket ber
according to the size and intended use  11 is formed by a pouch or sleeve
element 60 of the protector member. IN one form as  24 secured to the main
cover along one of 125 shown in Figure7, a tab is located ad- its edgES 25
DEfinng the MOUTH 26 of tHE jaCent each end of the uppeR edge 4 of the
pocket 11. If the pouCH or sleeve element 24 body section 2, and those tabs
may extend  is secured to the under surface of the main in substantially
parallel, converging or di- cover as shown, a slit 27 is formed in -
VERGing, dirECtions. Alternatively, the two  the main cover adjacent the
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4 26 to alloW ACCESS TO THE POCKET 11.        pOCket OPENING REAWARDLY ANd
haVING SIDE FiGure 16 ShOWS YEt aNOTHER POcket AR-   edgES  suBSTantially
COMPLEMENTARY to said raNGEment In which the POCket 11 is DE-         SIDE
edges Of tHe tab EleMENt to reTAin THE FINED bETWeen the sheet 28 FORMING
THE FRONt tab   ELEMENT AGAINST  SUBSTANTIAL lateral MOVE- 5  SURFACE of
the seat backrest 8. and a PATCH    MENT RELATIVE TO SAID SEAT,AND SAID
PROTECTOR   70 29 SecURed To the SHEet  28. The mOUth of  MEMBER is FoldeD
at SAid eDGE  of tHE BODY THE pOCket 11 is DEFINed by a SLIT OR   SECTION
so tHAt SAID bodys sECTION   overliEs SAID oPENING 31 Edged with
ConventiONAL   but- pocket ANd SAid eLEmENt CONtained thereiN. opENING 31
edged WITH CONVENTIONAL BUT- POCKET AND SAID ELEMENT  CONTAINED THEREIN
TONhOLe stitching 32, AND tHE SIDES AND 10 ClOSeD END OF THE POCKET 11 ARE
DEFINED BY       6. A  COMBINATION according to claim 5 75 STITCHING 33
WHICH  MAY ALSO securE the  wHEREIN SAID tab ELEMENT IS COOPERABLE WITH
MATCH 29 TO THE SHEET 28.  AlTERNATIVELY, THE  said pOCKET OR RECESS SO AS
TO RETAIN THE PRO- PATCH  29 May be SECUREd to thE seat coVER-  TECTOR
MEMBER SUBSTANTIALLY IN A PREDETER- ING BY ADHESIVE OR STITCHING AROUND ITS
PERI-  mined poSITION RELATIVE TO SAID SEAT. 15 PHERAL EDGE PORTIONS. THE
EXTREME ENDS 34 AND 35 OF the lINE of STITCHING  33 PREFERABLY       7. A
PROTECTOR MEMBER ACCORDING TO ANY lie within the laterAL boUNDARIES of tHE
slit one OF CALIMS 1-4 WHEREIN A SECOND SAID TAB OR OPENING 31 sO aS to
AvoiD SHOULDERS OF eLEMENt IS SECURED TO SAID BODY SECTION, THE OVerHANDGS,
tHAT may catCh wiTH the tab ELE-  two said tab elements being located
adJAcent meNT 3 dUriNg  wiTHDRAWAL OF THat elEmeNt rESPEcTIve opPOsitE Side
edGEs to Said bODY 85 from the pOCkET 11.                 .      SeCtION.
WHAT WE CLAIM IS:-                            8. A PROTECTOR MEmber
aCCORDiNg to 1. A  prOTECTOR  member for REleasABLE   claiM 7, whEREIN  the
twO SAid tab elemENTs 25 aTTaCHmeNt to THE bACK OR HEadrest OF  aRE
CONnecTED TO the same edge of said body 90 sEAt aND incluDING A Body
SEction FORMED OF  section. a  FLEXIble sHeet MATERIAL, A TAB ELEMENT NON-
RELEASABLy conneCTEd TO AN EDge of SAID BODy    9 A pROTECTOR MEMBER
ACCORDING TO section aND aRRANGED for inSERTION into a    CLAIM 7, wHEREIN
THE two said tab elements 30 pocket or receSs provided on or wIthin SAId
aRE SECURed TO respECTIve opposITE side edges 95 back or   HEADrest,
whereby saID  proTECTOr  OF the BODY SECTION so as TO extend in sub- member
Is ATTACHABLE TO SAID SEAT, SAID  STANTIALLY OPPISItE dirECTIONS. tab
element being foRMed of a sheet MAterial whICh is rigid relative tO the
sheet matERIAL    10. A  pROTECTOR member according to 35 of said body
sectioN, ANd two OPPOSITE SIDE ANY ONE OF CLAIMS 1 TO 4, wherein said body
100 edges Of saID tab element converGIng OVER ver SECTION Is SYMMETRICALLY
diSpoSEd about a AT LEAST PART OF THEIR LENGTH IN A DIRECTION  CONTINUATION
of The LONGItudiNAl axis of said 



Away froM the cONNection between said tAB tab elemeNt. eLEment and said
body seCTIon, SO that sAID 40 tAB ELement HAS ITS GREatest wiDTH  ad-
11, A coMbINATION INCLUDING A SEAT DUST 105 jacent said connetion.
COver and a proTECTOr member accorDINg to any one Of clAims   1 to 4, saId
dust cover 2. A  proTEctor mEMBEr aCCORDING TO     HAVING A POCKET FORMED
thEREIN to SLIdAbly cLAim 1, wherein said tab ELEMeNT IS  seCUred
RECEIVe said TAb element, said pocket bEINg 45 to a flap extending from
said edge of tHE  positioned  ON THE  top EDGe SURFACE  of THe ll0 BODY
section ANd forMEd integRAL tHErewith. BACKREST pORtiON of the duST cover
and open- AND  said tab elemEnt is elongated in a diREC-  INg rearwaDLy,
and oppOSed  side edges of tion subSTantially normal to Said edge of said
pOCKET are aRRANGED RELATIVE to eACh the BOdy seCTIon.         oTHER to
COoperATE with side edges of said 50 TAB   ELEMENt to rETAin tHAt Element
against 115 3. A Member  ACCORDING TO claim 1 or 2,   SUbstANTIAL LATERAL
movement relative to said wheREIN said cONVErging side edgE porTions  dust
covER. are SUbstaNTIALLy  straight and merge with a curvEd or aRCUate
teRMinal eND pORTION of   12. A  COmbinaTIOn acCORdINg to CLAIM 55 sAid tab
element.                       11. wheREin sAId side edGES  of THE pocket
120 converGE away from the open mouth of  THE 4. A member according to
claim  1 or pocket. 2. wherein sAid converging side edge portions are
arCUatE.                   13. A ComBINAtin ACCoRDiNG  to claim 11 or 12,
whEREiN SAID pOckET incLUdes a 125 5. A pROTECTOR member accORDing to any
patch ELEmENT  stITChed to tHE UNder sURfACe PRECEDING claim  IN
COMBINATION with A SEAT,  of said COVER, SAid stiching deFINING  said side
wHEREIN SAID POCKET IS FORMED IN THE COVER-      edgES of THE  pocket, and
the open mouth INg OF SAid seat and is poSITIONed on THe  thethe pOCket is
forMED  by a SLIT in sAID dust TOP  Edge  SURFACe of tHE SEat bACKRESt saID
cover.                         .    4
1 354 308                                      4 26 to allow access to the
pocket opening rearwardly and having side Figure 16 shows yet another
pocket ar- edges substantially complementary to said rangement in which the
pocket 11 is de- side edges of the tab element to retain the fined between
the sheet 28 forming the front tab element against substantial lateral
move- 5 surface of the seat backrest 8, and a patch  ment relative to said
seat, and said protector 70 29 secured to the sheet 28. The mouth of member
is folded at said edge of the body the pocket 11 is defined by a slit or
section so that said body section overlies said opening 31 edged with
conventional but-  pocket and said element contained therein. tonhole
stitching 32, and the sides and 10 closed end of the pocket 11 are defined
by    6. A combination according to claim 5, 75 stITCHing 33 which may also
secure the  wherein said tab element is Cooperable with pAtch 29 to the
sheet 28. Alternatively, the  said pocket or recess so as to retain the
pro- patch 29 may be secured to the seat cover- tector member substantially
in a predeter- INg by adhesive or stitching around its peri- mined position
relative to said seat. 15 pHeral edge portions. The extreme ends 34
80 And 35 of the line of stitching 33 preferably   7. A protector member
according to any lie within the lateral boundaries of the slit one of
claims 1-4 wherein a second said tab or opening 31 so as to avoid shoulders
or element is secured to said body section, the overhangs that may catch
with the tab ele- two said tab elements being located adjacent 20 ment 3
during withdrawal of that element respective opposite side edges to said
body 85 from the pocket 11.                   section. WHAT WE CLAIM IS:-
8. A  protector member according to 1. A  protector member for releasable
claim 7, wherein the two said tab elements 25 attachment to the back or
headrest of a  are connected to the same edge of said body 90 seat and
including a body section formed of section. a flexible sheet material, a
tab element non- Releasably connected to an edge of said body    9. A
protector member according to 



section and arranged for insertion into a  claim 7, wherein the two said
tab elements 30 pocket or recess provided on or within said  are secured to
respective opposite side edges 95 back or headrest, whereby said protector
of the body section so as to extend in sub- member is attachable to said
seat, said  stantially opposite directionS. tab element being formed of a
sheet material Which is rigid relative to the sheet material   10. A
protector member according to 35 of said body section, and two opposite
side  any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein said body 100 edges of said tab
element converging over section is symmetrically disposed about a at least
part of their length in a direction  continuation of the longitudinal axis
of said away from the connection between said tab tab element. element and
said body section, so that said 40 tab element has its greatest width ad-
11. A combination including a seat dust 105 jacent said connection.
cover and a protector member according to any one of claims 1 to 4, said
dust cover 2. A  protector member according to  having a pocket formed
therein to slidably claim 1. wherein said tab element is secured  receive
said tab element, said pocket being 45 to a flap extending from said edge
of the  positioned on the top edge surface of the 110 body section and
formed integral therewith, backrest portion of the dust cover and open- and
said tab element is elongated in a direc- ing rearwardly, and opposed side
edges of tion substantially normal to said edge of said pocket are arranged
relative to each the body section.                       other to cooperate
with side edges of said 50.                                      tab
element to retain that element against 115 3. A member according to claim 1
or 2, substantial lateral movement relative to said wherein said converging
side edge portions dust cover. .are substantially straight and merge with a
. curved or arcuate terminal end portion of   12. A combination according
to claim 55 said tab element                         11, wherein said side
edges of the pocket 120 converge away from the open mouth of the 4. A
member according to claim  1 or pocket. 2, wherein said converging side
edge portions are arcuate.                              13. A combination
according to claim 60                                         11 or 12,
wherein said pocket includes a 125 60. A protector member according to any
patch element stitched to the under surface preceding claim in combination
with a seat, of said cover, said stiching defining said side wherein said
pocket is formed in the cover- edges of the pocket, and the open mouth ing
of said seat and is positioned on the  of THe pocket is formed by a slit in
said dust 65 top edge surface of the seat backrest, said  cover.
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5 14. A combination according to claim combination substantially as herein
de- 11 or 12, wherein said pocket is defined by  scribed with reference to
the accompanying 15 a tuck in said dust cover, the adjacent layers
drawings. OF said tuck being stitched together to define     ARTHUR R.
DAVIES, 5 the said edges of said pocket, and the mouth      Chartered
Patent Agents, of the tuck Is held closed laterally of the         27,
Imperial Square, open mouth to said pocket.
CheltenhaM. 15. A protector member substantially as                 and 10
herein descRibed with reference to the accom- panying drawings.
115, High Holborn, London. WCl. 16. A dust cover and protector member
Agents for the Applicants. PrINted for Her MajeSty's StationeRY Office by
The Tweeddale Press Ltd., Berwick-upon-Tweed, 1974. Published at the Patent
Office, 25 Southampton BuildiNGs, London, WC2A lAY, from which copies may
be obtainED.    


