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(57) Abstract: A process for the purification of propylene oxide by using as the feed fluid a propylene oxide-containing reaction
v= fluid which is obtained by the reaction of cumene hydroperoxide with propylene and contaminated with water, hydrocarbons, and
oxygen -containing organic compounds and separating and recovering propylene oxide from the feed fluid, which comprises the
following steps and in which the bottom temperatures of the distillation column and extractive distillation columns in the steps are
N adjusted to 130 °C or below: step (1) of subjecting the feed fluid to extractive distillation with an extracting solvent consisting of one
or more hydrocarbons having 7 to 10 carbon atoms to separate the fluid into an overhead containing most of the water and the oxygen-
containing impurities and a bottom containing propylene oxide, the hydrocarbons and the extracting solvent, step (2) of subjecting
\& the bottom obtained in step (1) to extractive distillation with an extracting solvent consisting of one or more hydrocarbons having 7
& to 10 carbon atoms to separate the bottom into an overhead containing propylene oxide and a bottom containing the hydrocarbons
and the extracting solvent, and step (3) of introducing the extracting solvent used in step (1) and/or step (2) into distillation column
& to purify the solvent.
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