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(57) Abstract: Downhole abrading tools have one or more identification tags dis-
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posed in or on the cutting end of the tools, and a housing having a detector and a re-
lay module. The identification tags emit one or more signals that are detected by the
detector which is disposed in close proximity to the cutting end. The relay module is
operatively associated with the detector. During operation of the tool, the cutting end
is worn causing release or destruction of one or more identification tags. The release
or destruction of one or more identification tags causes a change in the signal or sig-
nals being detected by the detector. The signal change(s) is/fare communicated
through the relay module to the operator so that the operator can identify in real-time
the amount of wear of the cutting end and, in some embodiments, the location of the
wear of the cutting end.
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