THAT CLAIMED IS:

ii; \wellhead-based control apparatus to control a well, the apparatus comprising:

a w¢llhead housing including a bore adapted to receive a plurality of casing strings
extending thedgthrough, each of the plurality of casing strings having a different diameter than
each other of the'glurality of casing strings; and

an emergency well fluid shutoff assembly connected to or integral with the wellhead
housing and including:

a casing striggs compression assembly positioned to radially compress each of the
plurality of casing striygs, and
a casing strings\¢compression actuator operably coupled to the casing strings

compression assembly to ackuate the casing strings compression assembly.

2. A wellhead-based control apparaths as defined in Claim 1,

wherein compression is performed aX approximately a same coaxial location for each of

the plurality of casing strings.

3. A wellhead-based control apparatus as definethin Claim 1,
wherein the casing strings compression asSembly includes a pair of opposing
compression rams positioned to extend radially toward a\center of the bore of the wellhead

housing to apply a compressing force to each of the plurality oXcasing strings.

4. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in Claim 3,

wherein each of the pair of opposing compression rams inc¢ludes a hydraulic piston
connected to a portion of the welthead housing to apply the compressing Iqrce to the plurality of
casing strings; and

wherein the casing strings compression actuator includes a hydraulic soyrce comprising
one or more of the following: a hydraulic accumulator storing pressurized hydrauli¢ fluid and a
hydraulic pump assembly having a hydraulic pump, a motor positioned to drive theé\hydraulic

pump, and a hydraulic fluid reservoir.
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A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in Claim 3,
vherein each of the pair of opposing compression rams includes a linear actuator
connected\to a portion of the wellthead housing that when rotated extends portions of the
compression xams toward a center of the bore of the wellhead housing to apply the compressing
force to the plurklity of casing strings; and

wherein th) casing strings compression actuator includes at least one electric motor
positioned to rotate th linear actuators and an electrical power source.
6. A wellhead-based cogtrol apparatus as defined in Claim 3,

wherein the casing strings compression actuator includes at least one explosive charge
positioned to cause each of the Rpposing compression rams to simultaneously move radially
toward a center of the bore of the\wellhead housing to apply the compressing force to the
plurality of casing strings.
7. A wellhead-based control apparatus as\Jefined in Claim 1, further comprising:
a remote activation controller connected\to or integral with the emergency well fluid
shutoff assembly to receive remote activation colymands and to provide a remote activation
signal to the casing strings compression actuator 1y cause actuation of the casing strings

compression assembly.

8. A wellhead-based control apparatus to control a well, th\apparatus comprising:

a wellhead housing including a bore adapted to receive\a plurality of casing strings
extending therethrough, each of the plurality of casing strings having a different diameter than
each other of the plurality of casing strings; and

an emergency well fluid diversion assembly connected to or integhl with the wellhead
housing and including:

a casing strings penetrator positioned to form an aperture in each’Qf the plurality
of casing strings, and

a well fluid diverter positioned to extend through the aperture in eash of the

plurality of casing strings to divert well fluid from within the wellhead housin
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external conduit to thereby release fluid pressure of well fluid flowing within the

wellhead housing in a controlled manner.

9. A wel]head-based control apparatus as defined in Claim 8,

whereinN\he penetrator is positioned to form the aperture in each of the plurality of casing
strings at approximtely a same coaxial location for each of the plurality of casing strings.
10. A wellhead-based\control apparatus as defined in Claim 8,

wherein the penetralyr comprises one or more of the following:
a cutting blade\assembly positioned to cut an aperture through the wellhead
housing and the plurality o casing strings,

an electrical dischargd cutting assembly positioned to cut an aperture through the
wellhead housing and the pluralMy of casing strings,

a chemical milling assembly positioned to cut an aperture through the wellhead
housing and the plurality of casing strings, and

an explosive discharge cutting ad¢embly including a explosive charge operably

connected to a cutting torpedo to cut an apygture through the wellhead housing and the

plurality of casing strings,

wherein the diverter further extends through an apégture in the wellhead housing; and

wherein inner surface portions one or more of thyg apertures extending through the
plurality of casing strings and the wellhead housing and outer sixface portions of the diverter are
sized to form a sealing relationship between the outer surface poxtions of the diverter and the

inner surface portions of the one or more of the apertures.

11. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in Claim 8, wherein thg diverter includes:
a main body;
a passageway extending through portions of the main body along a main’gxis thereof to
channel well fluid from within the wellhead housing wherein the diverter is sealinjly engaged
within one or more of the apertures cut through a corresponding one or more of the pltyality of

casing strings; and
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a well fluid collection aperture extending through at least a portion of the diverter and

conneding to the passageway to provide a fluid channel to the passageway.

12. A willhead-based control apparatus as defined in Claim 11,

whereil\the well fluid collection aperture of the diverter comprises a downward facing
recess that does Mot extend through the main body of the diverter so that when the diverter is
operably positioned Wnd sealed within the wellhead housing, the well fluid collection aperture
channels well fluid into\(he passageway to divert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to

an external conduit.

13. A wellhead-based controNapparatus as defined in Claim 11,

wherein the well fluid colldgtion aperture further extends through the main body of the
diverter to provide a fluid bypass for Well fluid within the wellhead housing during penetration
of the diverter into the one or more of the apertures cut through the wellhead housing and cut
through each of the plurality of casing stringy; and

wherein the diverter includes a gate coynected to upper surface portions of the diverter
and slidingly positioned so that when actuated, th gate diverts closes a portion of the well fluid
collection aperture to divert well fluid entering the well fluid collection aperture into the
passageway extending through portions of the main boyy of the diverter to thereby divert well

fluid from within the wellhead housing to an external condi\L.

14, A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in Claim N, further comprising:

an emergency well fluid shutoff assembly integral with\the wellhead housing and
including a casing strings compression assembly positioned to radid]y compress each of the
plurality of casing strings, and a casing strings compression actuator ogerably coupled to the
casing strings compression assembly to actuate the casing strings compre sion assembly, the
emergency well fluid shutoff assembly configured to prevent well fluid passage through portioBs
of the wellhead located above the emergency well fluid diversion assembly\so that when

actuated, well fluid is diverted from within the wellhead housing to an external condu

15. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in Claim 8, further comprising:
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a remote activation controller connected to or integral with the emergency well fluid
diversion assembly to receive remote activation commands and to provide a remote activation
signahto one or more of the following: the casing strings penetrator to cause the formation of the
aperture \p each of the plurality of casing strings, and the well fluid diverter to extend through
the apertureN\in each of the plurality of casing strings to divert well fluid from within the wellhead

housing to an external conduit.

16. A wellhead-baged control apparatus to control a well, the apparatus comprising:

a wellhead housipg including a bore adapted to receive a plurality of casing strings
extending therethrough, eakh of the plurality of casing strings having a different diameter than
each other of the plurality of chging strings;

an emergency well fluid Njversion assembly connected to or integral with the wellhead
housing and including: a casing strihgs penetrator positioned to form an aperture in each of the
plurality of casing strings, and a well flyid diverter positioned to extend through the aperture in
each of the plurality of casing strings to dixert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to an
external conduit to thereby release fluid pragsure of well fluid flowing within the wellhead
housing in a controlled manner; and

an emergency well fluid shutoff assembly “connected to or integral with the wellhead
housing and including: a casing strings compression agsembly positioned to radially compress
each of the plurality of casing strings, and a casing siings compression actuator operably
coupled to the casing strings compression assembly to actugfe the casing strings compression
assembly, the emergency well fluid shutoff assembly configurdd to prevent well fluid passage
through portions of the wellhead located above the emergency wel\, fluid diversion assembly so
that when actuated, well fluid is diverted from within the wellhead housing to an external

conduit.
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17\, A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in Claim 16,
wherein the penetrator is positioned to form the aperture in each of the plurality of casing
strings at\ypproximately a same coaxial location for each of the plurality of casing strings;
whergin the diverter further extends through an aperture in the wellhead housing; and
wherein\inner surface portions one or more of the apertures extending through the
plurality of casing\gtrings and the wellhead housing and outer surface portions of the diverter are
sized to form a sealing relationship between the outer surface portions of the diverter and the

inner surface portions of\(he one or more of the apertures.

18. A wellhead-based contigl apparatus as defined in Claim 16,
wherein the diverter includgs:

a main body,

a passageway extendin@\ through portions of the main body along a main axis
thereof to channel well fluid from\within the wellhead housing wherein the diverter is
sealingly engaged within one or more\Qf the apertures cut through a corresponding one or
more of the plurality of casing strings, ank

a well fluid collection aperture exteqding through at least a portion each of the
diverter and connecting to the passageway to povide a fluid channel to the passageway;
and
wherein the wellhead-based control apparatus furtheNcomprises an external fluid conduit

operably coupled to the diverter to receive a well fluid diverted from within the wellhead

housing.

19. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in Claim 16,
wherein compression is performed at approximately a same coaxial, location for each of
the plurality of casing strings;
wherein the casing strings compression assembly includes a paiy of opposing
compression rams positioned to extend radially toward a center of the bore of

housing to apply a compressing force to each of the plurality of casing strings; and
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wherein the compression of the plurality of casing strings achieves at least approximately
a\Q5 percent reduction in fluid flow of well fluids flowing through the wellhead housing to a

blow\put preventer connected to an upper portion of the wellhead housing.

20. A ikethod to control a well, the method comprising the steps of:

emploXing a casing strings penetrator of an emergency well fluid diversion assembly to
form an aperturd\in at least one of a plurality of casing strings, each of the plurality of casing
strings coaxially lodated within and extending through portions of a wellhead housing, each of
the plurality of casing\strings having a different diameter than each other of the plurality of
casing strings; and

extending a well fluiddiverter through an aperture in a side of the wellhead housing and
the aperture in the at least one &f the plurality of casing strings to divert well fluid from within
the wellhead housing to an externakconduit to thereby release fluid pressure of well fluid within

the wellhead housing in a controlled 1

21. A method as defined in Claim 20\wherein the penetrator is positioned to form the
aperture in each of the plurality of casing stridgs at approximately a same coaxial location for

each of the plurality of casing strings.

22, A method as defined in Claim 20,

wherein inner surface portions of the aperture in a skje of the wellhead housing and outer
surface portions of the diverter are sized to form a sealing relafjonship between the outer surface
portions of the diverter and the inner surface portions of the apdyture in the wellhead housing;
and

wherein the step of extending a well fluid diverter through an\gperture in a side of the
wellhead housing includes sealingly engaging outer surface portions of Ne diverter extending
into the aperture in a side of the wellhead housing with inner surface portions'of the aperture in a
side of the wellhead housing to divert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to an external

conduit,
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23 A method as defined in Claim 20,

wherein the diverter includes: a main body, a passageway extending through portions of
the maim\body along a main axis thereof to channel well fluid from within the wellhead housing,
and a well\fluid collection aperture extending through at least a portion of the diverter and
connecting to Yye passageway to provide a fluid channel to the passageway; and

wherein M\ner surface portions one or more of the apertures extending through one or
more of plurality of\¢asing strings and outer surface portions of the diverter are sized to form a
sealing relationship bet\een outer surface portions of the diverter and the inner surface portions
of the one or more of the\apertures to divert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to an

external conduit.

24. A method as defined in Clakn 20,
wherein the diverter includes:y main body, a passageway extending through portions of
the main body along a main axis thereof¥p channel well fluid from within the wellhead housing,
and a well fluid collection aperture extendjng through at least a portion of the diverter and
connecting to the passageway to provide a fluid\channel to the passageway;
wherein the well fluid collection apertureNof the diverter comprises a downward facing
recess that does not extend through the main body Rf the diverter so that when the diverter is
operably positioned and sealed within the wellhead hoysing, the well fluid collection aperture
faces downward within the wellhead housing and channd|s well fluid into the passageway to
divert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to an extertal conduit;
wherein portions of the diverter to be inserted within the Wellhead housing include:
an upper surface and lower surface, a distance thereketween defining a thickness
of the portions of the diverter to be inserted within the wellhead\iousing, and
a first and a second sidewall, a distance therebetween dgfining a width of the
portions of the diverter to be inserted within the wellhead housing;
wherein the thickness of portions of the diverter to be inserted within the wellhead
housing is substantially smaller than the width of the portions of the diverter to e inserted so
that when the diverter is inserted through the aperture in the wellhead housing and the\aperture in

at least one of the plurality of casing strings with the upper and lower surfaces
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subgtantially transverse to a main axis of the wellhead, well fluid flows past the diverter to
portions of the wellhead housing located above the aperture in the wellhead housing; and
wherein the step of extending a well fluid diverter through the aperture in the side of the
wellhead hoysing and the aperture in the at least one of the plurality of casing strings includes
initially insertiyg portions of the diverter with the upper and lower surfaces of the inserted
portions of the diXgrter oriented at least partially transverse to a direction of flow of well fluid

within the wellhead RQusing to thereby allow well fluid to bypass the diverter.

25. A method as define¥ in Claim 24,

wherein inner surface \gortions of an aperture in the wellhead housing and outer surface
portions of the diverter are sized Yo form a sealing relationship between the outer surface portions
of the diverter and the inner surface Rortions of the aperture in the wellhead housing;

wherein the step of extending a\well fluid diverter through the aperture in the side of the
wellhead housing includes sealingly engdging outer surface portions of the diverter extending
into the aperture in the wellhead housing With inner surface portions of the aperture in the
wellhead housing; and

wherein the method further comprises thy step of rotating the diverter to orient the
downward facing aperture in a direction of the well Nuid within the wellhead housing to divert
well fluid from within the wellhead housing to the passageway in the diverter and to an external

conduit.

26. A method as defined in Claim 24, further comprising the Nep of rotating the diverter, the

step of rotating the diverter including:

sealingly engaging outer surface portions of the diverter with inigr surface portions of the
aperture in at least one of the plurality of casing strings; and

orienting the downward facing aperture in a direction of the weN fluid within the
wellhead housing to divert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to the pagsageway in the

diverter and to an external conduit.
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of the wellhead located above the emergency well fluid diversion assembly so

through portio
that when actuateX, well fluid is diverted from within the wellhead housing to an external conduit

through the well fluiddiversion assembly.

in Claim 27,
trings compression assembly includes a pair of opposing

28. A method as define

wherein the casing
compression rams positioned to\extend radially toward a center of the bore of the wellhead

housing to apply a compressing forcg to each of the plurality of casing strings; and

wherein compression is perforthed at approximately a same coaxial location for each of

the plurality of casing strings.



THAT CLAIMED IS:

I A wellhead-based control apparatus to control a well, the apparatus
comprising: a wellhead housing configures to hang a plurality of casing strings, the
wellhead housing including a bore adapted to receive the plurality of casing strings
extending therethrough, each of the plurality of casing strings having a different
diameter than each other of the plurality of casing strings; and an emergency well fluid
shutoff assembly comprising: a casing strings compression assembly positioned to
radially compress each of the plurality of casing strings, and a casing strings
compression actuator operably coupled to the casing strings compression assembly to
actuate the casing strings compression assembly. wherein a blowout preventer is
connected to the wellhead housing: wherein substantial portions of the emergency well
fluid shutoff assembly including the casing strings compression assembly are located
below and separate from the blowout preventer; and wherein compression is
performed at approximately a same coaxial location for each of the plurality of casing

strings.

2 A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 1, further comprising:
a remote activation controller connected to or integral with the emergency well fluid
shutoff assembly to receive remote activation commands and to provide a remote
activation signal to the casing strings compression actuator to cause actuation, of the

casing strings compression assembly.

8= A wellhead-based control apparatus to control a well, the apparatus
comprising: wellhead housing configured to hang a plurality of casing strings, the
wellhead housing including a bore adapted to receive the plurality of casing strings
extending therethrough, each of the plurality of casing strings having a different
diameter than each other of the plurality of casing strings; and an emergency well fluid
shutoff assembly comprising: a casing strings compression assembly positioned to
radially compress each of the plurality of casing strings, the casing strings
compression assembly including a pair of opposing compression rams positioned to
extend radially toward a center of the bore of the wellhead housing to apply a
compressing force to each of the plurality of casing strings, the casing strings

compression assembly located below and separate from any blowout preventer stack
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or assembly, and a casing strings compression actuator operably coupled to the casing

strings compression assembly to actuate the casing strings compression assembly.

4. A wellhead-based control apparatus: as defined in claim 3, wherein each of the
pair of opposing compression rams includes a hydraulic piston connected to a portion
of the wellhead housing to apply the compressing force to the plurality of casing
strings; and wherein the casing strings compression actuator includes a hydraulic
source comprising one or more of the following: a hydraulic accumulator storing
pressurized hydraulic fluid and a hydraulic pump assembly having a hydraulic pump, a

motor positioned to drive the hydraulic pump, and a hydraulic fluid reservoir.

5. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein each of the
pair of opposing compression rams includes a linear actuator connected to a portion of
the wellhead housing that when rotated extends portions of the compression rams
toward a center of the bore of the wellhead housing to apply the compressing force to
the plurality of casing strings; and wherein the casing strings compression actuator
includes at least one electric motor positioned to rotate the linear actuators and an

electrical power source.

6. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 3, wherein the casing
strings compression actuator includes at least one explosive charge positioned to cause
each of the opposing compression rams to simultaneously move radially toward a
center of the bore of the wellhead housing to apply the compressing force to the

plurality of casing strings.

7. A wellhead-based control apparatus to control a well, the apparatus
comprising: a wellhead housing configured to hang a plurality of casing strings, the
wellhead housing including, a bore adapted to receive the plurality of casing strings
extending therethrough, each of the plurality of casing strings having a different
diameter than each other of the plurality of casing strings; and an emergency well fluid
diversion assembly including: a casing strings penetrator positioned to form an
aperture in each of the plurality of casing strings defining a plurality of apertures, and
a well fluid diverter positioned to extend through the plurality of apertures to divert

well fluid from flowing within the wellhead housing to an external conduit to thereby
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release fluid pressure of well fluid flowing within the wellhead housing in a controlled
manner, wherein portions of the diverter to be extended through the plurality of
apertures include an upper surface and lower surface having an axis extending
therebetween, a distance therebetween defining as thickness of the portions of the
diverter to be extended through the plurality of apertures, and a first and as second
sidewall, a distance therebetween defining a width of the portions of the diverter to be
extended through the plurality of apertures, and wherein the thickness of portions of
the diverter to be inserted within the plurality of apertures is substantially smaller than
the width of the portions of the diverter to be inserted so that when the diverter is
inserted through the aperture in at least one of the plurality of casing strings with the
axis extending between the upper and the lower surfaces oriented substantially
transverse to a main axis of the wellhead, well fluid flows pest the diverter to portions
of the wellhead housing located above the plurality of apertures, and when the lower
surface is oriented to face in a direction of the well fluid flowing within the wellhead
housing, substantial portions of the well fluid is diverted from flowing within the

wellhead housing and to the external conduit.

8. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 7, wherein the
penetrator is positioned to form the aperture in each of the plurality of casing strings-at

approximately a same coaxial location for each of the plurality of casing strings.

9. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 7, wherein the
penetrator comprises one or more of the following: a cutting blade assembly
positioned to cut an aperture through the wellhead housing and the plurality of casing
strings, an electrical discharge cutting assembly positioned to cut an aperture through
the wellhead housing and the plurality of casing strings, a chemical milling assembly
positioned to cut an aperture through the wellhead housing and the plurality of casing
strings, and an explosive discharge cutting assembly including a explosive charge
operably connected to a cutting torpedo to cut an aperture through the wellhead
housing and the plurality of casing strings, wherein the diverter further extends
through an aperture in the wellhead housing; and wherein inner surface portions of one
or more of the apertures extending through the plurality of casing strings and the
wellhead housing and outer surface portions of the diverter are sized to form a sealing

relationship between the outer surface portions of the diverter and the inner surface
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portions of the one or more of the apertures.

10. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 7, wherein the diverter
includes; a main body; a passageway extending through portions of the main body
along a main axis thereof to channel well fluid from within the wellhead housing
wherein the diverter is sealingly engaged within one or more of the apertures cut
through a corresponding one or more of the plurality of casing strings; and a well fluid
collection aperture extending through at least a portion of the diverter and connecting

to the passageway to provide a fluid channel to the passageway.

11. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 10, wherein the well
fluid collection aperture of the diverter comprises a downward facing recess that does
not extend through the main body of the diverter so that when the diverter is operably
positioned and sealed within the wellhead housing, the well fluid collection aperture
channels well fluid into the passageway to divert well fluid from within the wellhead

housing to the external conduit.

12. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 10, wherein the well
fluid collection aperture further extends through the main body of the diverter to
provide a fluid bypass for well fluid within the wellhead housing during penetration of
the diverter into the one or more of the apertures cut through the wellhead housing and
cut through each of the plurality of casing strings; and wherein the diverter includes a
gate connected to upper surface portions of the diverter and slidingly positioned so
that when actuated, the gate closes a portion of the well fluid collection aperture to
divert well fluid entering the well fluid collection aperture into the passageway
extending through portions of the main body of the diverter to thereby divert well fluid

from within the wellhead housing to the external conduit.

13. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 10, further comprising:
an emergency well fluid shutoff assembly integral with the wellhead housing and
including a casing strings compression assembly positioned to radially compress each
of the plurality of casing strings, and a casing strings compression actuator operably
coupled to the casing strings compression assembly to actuate the casing strings

compression assembly, the emergency well fluid shutoff assembly configured to
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prevent well fluid passage through portions of the wellhead located above the
emergency well fluid diversion assembly so that when actuated, well fluid is diverted

from within the wellhead housing to the external conduit.

14. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 7, further comprising:
a remote activation controller connected to or integral with the emergency well fluid
diversion assembly to receive remote activation commands and to provide a remote
activation signal to one or more of the following: the casing strings penetrator to cause
the formation of the aperture in each of the plurality of casing strings, and the well
fluid diverter to extend through the aperture in each of the plurality of casing strings to

divert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to the external conduit.

15. A wellhead-based control apparatus to control a well, the apparatus
comprising: a wellhead housing including a bore adapted to receive a plurality of
casing strings extending therethrough, each of the plurality of casing strings having a
different diameter than each other of the plurality of casing strings; an emergency well
fluid diversion assembly including: a casing strings penetrator positioned to form an
aperture in each of the plurality of casing strings defining a plurality of apertures, and
a well fluid diverter positioned to extend through the aperture in each of the plurality
of casing strings to divert well fluid from flowing within the wellhead housing, to an
external conduit to thereby release fluid pressure of well fluid flowing within the
wellhead housing in a controlled manner, wherein portions of the diverter to be
extended through the plurality of apertures include an upper surface and lower surface
having an axis extending therebetween, a distance therebetween defining a thickness
of the portions of the diverter to be extended through the plurality of apertures, and a
first and a second sidewall, a distance therebetween defining a width of the portions of
the diverter to be extended through the plurality of apertures, and wherein the
thickness of portions of the diverter to be inserted within the plurality of apertures is
substantially smaller than the width of the portions of the diverter to be inserted so that
when the diverter is inserted through the aperture in at least one of the plurality of
casing strings with the axis extending between the upper and the lower surfaces
oriented substantially transverse to a main axis of the wellhead, well fluid flows past
the diverter to portions of the wellhead housing located above the plurality of

apertures, and when the lower surface is oriented to face in a direction of the well fluid
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flowing within the wellhead housing, substantial portions of the well fluid is diverted
from flowing within the wellhead housing and to the external conduit; and an
emergency well fluid shutoff assembly including: a casing strings compression
assembly positioned to radially compress each of the plurality of casing strings, and a
casing strings compression actuator operably coupled to the casing strings
compression assembly to actuate the casing strings compression assembly, the
emergency well fluid shutoff assembly configured to reduce well fluid flow of well
fluids flowing through portions of the wellhead located above the emergency well
fluid diversion assembly and above the casing strings compression assembly so that
when actuated, well fluid is diverted from within the wellhead housing to the external

conduit.

16. wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein the
penetrator is positioned to form the aperture in each of the plurality of casing strings at
approximately a same coaxial location for each of the plurality of casing strings;
wherein the diverter further extends through an aperture in the wellhead housing; and
wherein inner surface portions of one or more of the apertures extending through the
plurality of casing strings and the wellhead housing and outer surface portions of the
diverter are sized to form a sealing relationship between the outer surface portions of

the diverter and the tuner surface portions of the one or more of the apertures.

17. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 15 wherein the diverter
includes: a main body, a passageway extending through portions of the main body
along a main axis thereof to channel well fluid from within the wellhead housing
wherein the diverter is sealingly engaged within one or more of the apertures cut
through a corresponding one or more of the plurality of casing strings, and a well fluid
collection aperture extending through at least a portion each of the diverter and
connecting to the passageway to provide a fluid channel to the passageway; and
wherein the wellhead-based control apparatus further comprises the external conduit
operably coupled to the diverter to receive well fluid diverted from within the

wellhead housing.

18. A wellhead-based control apparatus as defined in claim 15, wherein

compression is performed at approximately a same coaxial location for each of the
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plurality of casing strings; wherein the casing strings compression assembly includes a
pair of opposing of compression rams positioned to extend radially toward a center of
the bore of the wellhead housing to apply a compressing force to each of the plurality
of casing strings; and wherein the compression of the plurality of casing strings
achieves at least approximately a 95 percent reduction in fluid flow of the well fluids

flowing through the wellhead housing to the blow out preventer.

19. A method to control a well, the method comprising the steps of: employing a
casing strings penetrator of an emergency well fluid diversion assembly to form an
aperture in at least one of a plurality of casing strings, each of the plurality of casing
strings coaxially located within and extending through portions of a wellhead housing,
each of the plurality of casing strings having a different diameter than each other of the
plurality of casing strings; and extending a well fluid diverter through an aperture in a
side of the wellhead housing and the aperture in the at feast one of the plurality of
casing strings to divert well fluid from flowing within the wellhead housing to an
external conduit to thereby release fluid pressure of well fluid within the wellhead
housing in a controlled manner; wherein the diverter includes: a main, body, a
passageway extending through portions of the main body along a main axis thereof to
channel well fluid from flowing within the wellhead housing, and a well fluid
collection aperture extending through at least a portion of the diverter and connecting
to the passageway to provide a fluid channel to the passageway; wherein the well fluid
collection aperture of the diverter comprises a downward facing recess that does not
extend through the main body of the diverter so that when the diverter is operably
positioned and sealed within the wellhead housing, the well fluid collection aperture
faces downward within the wellhead housing and channels well fluid into the
passageway to divert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to the external
conduit; wherein portions of the diverter to be inserted within the aperture in the
wellhead housing include: an upper surface and lower surface, a distance therebetween
defining a thickness of the portions of the diverter to be inserted within the wellhead
housing, and a first and a second sidewall, a distance therebetween defining a width of
the portions of the diverter to be inserted within the wellhead housing; wherein the
thickness of portions of the diverter to be inserted within the wellhead housing is
substantially smaller than the width of the portions of the diverter to be inserted so that

when the diverter is inserted through the aperture in the wellhead housing and the
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aperture in at least one of the plurality of casing strings with the upper and lower
surfaces oriented substantially transverse to a main axis of the wellhead, well fluid
flows past the diverter to portions of the wellhead housing located above the aperture
in the wellhead housing; and wherein the step of extending a well fluid diverter
through the aperture in the side of the wellhead housing and the aperture in the at least
one of the plurality of casing strings includes initially inserting portions of the diverter
with the upper and lower surfaces of the inserted portions of the diverter oriented at
least partially transverse to a direction of flow of well fluid within the wellhead

housing to thereby allow well fluid to bypass the diverter.

20. A method as defined in claim 19, wherein the penetrator is positioned to form
the aperture in each of the plurality of casing strings at approximately a same coaxial

location for each of the plurality of casing strings.

21. A method as defined in claim 19, wherein inner surface portions of the aperture
in a side of the wellhead housing and outer surface portions of the diverter are sized to
form a sealing relationship between the outer surface portions of the diverter and the
inner surface portions of the aperture in the wellhead housing; and wherein the step of
extending a well fluid diverter through an aperture in a side of the wellhead housing
includes sealingly engaging outer surface portions of the diverter extending into the
aperture in a side of the wellhead housing with inner surface portions of the aperture in
a side of the wellhead housing to divert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to

the external conduit.

22. A method as defined in claim 19, wherein inner surface portions of one or
more of the apertures extending through one or more of plurality of casing strings and
outer surface portions of the diverter are sized to form a sealing relationship between
outer surface portions of the diverter and the inner surface portions of the one or more
of the apertures to divert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to the external

conduit.

23. A method as defined in Claim 19, wherein inner surface portions of an aperture
in the wellhead housing and outer surface portions of the diverter are sized to form a

sealing relationship between the outer surface portions of the diverter and the inner
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surface portions of the aperture in the wellhead housing; wherein the step of extending
a well fluid diverter through the aperture in the side of the wellhead housing includes
sealingly engaging outer surface portions of the diverter extending into the aperture in
the wellhead housing with inner surface portions of the aperture in the wellhead
housing; and wherein the method farther comprises the step of rotating the diverter to
orient the downward facing aperture in a direction of the well fluid within the
wellhead housing to divert well fluid from within the wellhead housing to the

passageway in the diverter and to the external conduit.

24. A method as defined in claim 19, further comprising the step of rotating the
diverter, the step of rotating the diverter including: sealingly engaging outer surface
portions of the diverter with inner surface portions of the aperture in at least one of the
plurality of casing strings; and orienting the downward facing aperture in a direction
of the well fluid within the wellhead housing to divert well fluid from within the

wellhead housing to the passageway in the diverter and to the external conduit.

25. A method as defined in claim 19, further comprising the step of: employing a
casing strings compression assembly of an emergency well fluid shutoff assembly to
radially compress each of the plurality of casing strings to restrict well fluid passage
through portions of the welthead located above the emergency well fluid diversion
assembly so that when actuated, well fluid is diverted from within the wellhead

housing to the external conduit through the well fluid diversion assembly.

26. A method as defined in claim 25, wherein the casing strings compression
assembly includes a pair of opposing compression rams positioned to extend radially
toward a center of the bore of the wellhead housing to apply a compressing force to
each of the plurality of casing strings; and wherein compression is performed at

approximately a same coaxial location for each of the plurality of casing strings.
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