
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE A spiral membrane element, in which an enveloped
separation membrane is wound around the external circumference of a
permeate water collection pipe together with a feed water spacer. The feed
water spacer is formed from first wires and second wires) each meandering
with a gentle curve from a feed water inlet side toward a feed water outlet
side, the first wires  run along one of the opposing surfaces of the
separation membrane, one first wire and the other adjacent first wire
forming one of the feed water passages, the second wires run  along the
other membrane surface of the separating membrane,  one second wire and the
other adjacent second wire forming the  other feed water passage, and the
first wires and second wires partly overlap and are bonded at the
overlapping points.   


