
A device for modifying the dynamic range of input signals includes a
voltage divider formed by a fixed impedance (14) connected to one end of a
variable impedance (16), e.g. an FET, controlled by a control signal. The
control signal is provided from the output of the voltage divider via a
buffer amplifier (36), rectifier (62) and smoothing circuit (63). In order
to reduce the effect of the non-linear response of the variable impedance,
its other end is connected to a potential derived as a fraction of the
voltage divider output by way of an impedance (42) and buffer amplifier
(38). This impedance (42) and an imped- ance (64) in the main control
signal path may option- ally be controlled by a signal derived from the
input signal via a filter (52), rectifier (54) and smoothing circuit (56)
so as to increase the bootstrapper effect on the variable impedance (16)
and increase the effect of the main control signal at high input signal
levels.    


