
A battery protective circuit is provided with an overcharge detecting
circuit which detects the overcharging of a battery and a charge inhibiting
circuit which inhibits the charging of the battery after giving prescribed
delay time to an overcharge detecting signal by using a capacitance
element. The charge inhibiting circuit can detect the short-circuit of the
capacitance element for giving the delay time and, upon detection of the
short-circuit of the capacitance element, inhibits the charging of the
battery without providing the delay 



time. Therefore, the safety of a power unit is improved, because the
charging of the battery is inhibited even when the capacitance element
short-circuits.    


