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{57) Abstract

(54) Title: PROCBSS FOR THE PREPARATION OF CAPROLACTAM IN THE ABSENCE OF CATALYSTS BY CONTACTING
6—AMINOCAPROIC ACID DERIVATIVES WITH SUPERHEATED STEAM _

- Process to prepare e—caprolactam by treatmg 6-aminocaproic acid, 6—ammocaproate ester or 6—ammocaproam|de or mixtures
compnsmg at least two of these compounds in the presence of superheated steam in which a gascous mixture comprising e—caprolactam
and steam is obtained, wherein the process is carried out in the absence of a catalysts at a temperature between 250 and 400 °C and at 2
pressure of between 0.5 and 2 MPa. The invention also encompasses a process to prepare e—caprolactam starting from 6—ammocapromtnle
by performmg a hydrolysxs and a subsequent step as described above.




