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A replaceable inkjet printhead cleaner service station system has separate
replaceable cleaning units for each printhead in an inkjet printing mechanism, which
has a pallet that moves the cleaning units translationally to service the printheads.
Each cleaning unit has a printhead wiper, a printhead snout wiper, a capping system, a
spittoon, and an ink solvent application system, all supported by a base. The snout
wiper cleans ink residue from a non-ink-ejecting snout portion of an inkjet printhead
cartridge installed in the printing mechanism. The snout wiper is supported by the
base for movement between a rest position and a wiping position to wipe ink residue
from the cartridge snout portion through motion of the cartridge while the base
remains stationary at the wiping position. A method is provided for cleaning an inkjet
printhead, along with an inkjet printing mechanism employing such a snout wiping

system.

(Figure 10)
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