PROCESS OF AND SYSTEM FOR ADVANCING CREDIT FOR CASH COLLECTIONS Field of the
Invention [0001] The present invention relates to a process of and system for advancing credit for
cash collections and, more particularly, relates to the advancing of credit to commercial establishments
based upon amounts of cash collected by those commercial establishments during their normal
business operations. Background of the Invention [0002] With today's fast-paced mentality,
individuals and businesses expect instructions and tasks to be quickly acted upon in a wide-range of
activities. For example, consumer transactions, via the Internet and at retail stores, are conducted

substantially quicker today fhgyt Y& GI9A A $8 PENEIRD RA D §oPRieiRgied technology. Similarly,
banking transactions occur rapidhR pisrasHie FRRFEC T Ie PROYEEN accounts or electronic

transfers to pay for goods or services. Many other examples also are available. There are, however,
numerous areas that have not yet been substantially impacted by current technology and other
advances. One such area entails the use of physical cash (i.e., coin and currency), in particular, the
use of cash by customers who purchase goods or services at retail establishments. In such types of
transactions, while the speed at which thgiRNeLElO M vBRITEIVES take place are relatively short (e.g.,
a few minutes), the speed at which the cash Is subsequently used by the businesses that accepted the
cash is enormoE 5low THeig Spaciicalyioeirieks whe pabe:in oflativslysiangoambumisiof cash
usually employ cash hangc)i‘rlfi:n services to periodically pickup the cash (e.g., using an armored car
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retailer then is credited with the cash deposit and, upon being credited, is able to utilize the funds. This
entire préeESdishisR{S HENM G eenOABRRIH RSt OREASIR Yeceiving the bank credit -- unfortunately

often spans several or

Background of the Invention

[0002]  With today’s fast-paced mentality, individuals and businesses expect
instructions and tasks to be quickly acted upon in a wide-range of activities. For example,
consumer transactions, via the Internet and at retail stores, are conducted substantially
quicker today than years ago due to the use of more sophisticated technology. Similarly,
banking transactions occur rapidly, such as the transfer of funds between accounts or
electronic transfers to pay for goods or services. Many other examples also are available.
There are, however, numerous areas that have not yet been substantially impacted by
current technology and other advances. One such area entails the use of physical cash
(i.e., coin and currency), in particular, the use of cash by customers who purchase goods
or services at retail establishments. In such types of transactions, while the speed at which
the transactions themselves take place are relatively short (e.g., a few minutes), the speed
at which the cash is subsequently used by the businesses that accepted the cash is
enormously slow. More specifically, retailers who take-in relatively large amounts of
cash usually employ cash handling services to periodically pickup the cash (e.g., using an
armored car service) and to arrange for that cash to be deposited into a bank. Usually, the
cash first is transferred to a cash handling facility that counts and processes the cash
before it is transferred to a bank. The retailer then is credited with the cash deposit and,
upon being credited, is able to utilize the funds. This entire process -- from receiving the

cash from customers to receiving the bank credit -- unfortunately often spans several or



more days. Hence, while modern developments have benefited businesses by enabling a multitude of
tasks to be carried at remarkably fast rates, companies still currently are unable to make use of their
cash collections until the cash undergoes generally several days of processing and handling. Objects
and Summary of the Invention [0003] In view of the foregoing, it is an object of the present
invention to provide retailers with the ability to expeditiously enjoy the benefit of their cash collections.
[0004]1t iﬁl [?u q;%r op]j C of [e i ¢ f' 1o PI§) i PR v'@g @ to retailers
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days of processing and handling.

Objects and Summary of the Invention

[0003] In view of the foregoing, it is an object of the present invention to
provide retailers with the ability to expeditiously enjoy the benefit of their cash

collections.

[0004] It is a further object of the present invention to provide a process that
provides credit to retailers at the time of their cash collections as opposed to when the cash

is deposited into a bank.

[0005] It is another object of the present invention to enable retailers to enjoy
the benefit of their cash collections independent of cash pickup schedules, cash vault cut-

off windows and other schedules imposed by third parties.

[0006] To achieve the foregoing and other objects, the present invention entails
a process that includes collecting cash by a retailer over a period of time, such as a
business day, depositing the collected cash into an electronic safe located at the retailer
(e.g., at the retailer’s store), calculating at a designated time, such as at the end of day, a
total amount of cash that is deposited into the safe over that period of time, and
electronically transmitting a data file that identifies the calculated total amount of cash
deposited into the safe over that period of time in order to enable for the retailer to be
credited by a bank or other financial institution with the total amount that is indicated in

the data file.

[0007]  As an aspect of the invention, a facility (called process facilitator herein)
receives the electronically transmitted data file, and arranges for the retailer to be credited

by the bank with the amount of cash deposits indicated in the data file.

[0008]  As a further aspect of the invention, the retailer receives the credit before

the cash is removed from the retailer’s safe.



[0006] To achieve the foregoing and other objects, the present invention entails a process that
includes collecting cash by a retailer over a period of time, such as a business day, depositing the
collected cash into an electronic safe located at the retailer (e.g., at the retailer's store), calculating at a
designated time, such as at the end of day, a total amount of cash that is deposited into the safe over
that period of time, and electronically transmitting a data file that identifies the calculated total amount

of cash depositeghifyp the,safe, ver J1aLPefd oL e A QLIS SRABle [or e refpige o be crediteg
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calculated at the end of day of each business day, and a file that identifies the total amount

is transmitted each business day.

[0011]  As a further aspect of the invention, the cash within the retailer’s safe

may remain in the safe over those multiple business days.

[0012]  As another aspect of the invention, the cash pickup schedule need not
coincide with when the cash totals are calculated and transmitted for subsequent credit to
the retailer. As yet a further aspect, the amounts identified in the file are broken down by
amounts of cash collected over each business day, the credit is provided on a business day
basis, and a report is provided to the retailer regarding the amount of credit provided to the

retailer broken down by business day.

[0013] In yet a further embodiment of the invention, the retailer has multiple
locations and cash is collected at each of the retailer’s locations and deposited into a
respective safe or safes at each of the retailer’s locations. At the end of day for each
location, the total cash deposit at the respective location is ascertained and transmitted,
and the retailer is credited with the total cash deposits of all of its locations based upon the

data in the transmitted files.

[0014]  As an aspect of the invention, the “end of day” times at which the cash

deposits are ascertained at each retailer location may be different.

[0015] In accordance with a system embodiment of the present invention, a
system is provided for providing bank credit to a retailer for cash collections that
comprises cash collected by a retailer over a period of time at the retailer location; a safe
disposed at a retailer location, the collected cash deposited into the safe, the safe being

adapted to calculate, at a designated time, a total amount of cash deposited into the safe



[0010] In accordance with another embodiment of the invention, the process is carried out over
multiple business days, and the total amount of collected cash is calculated at the end of day of each
business day, and a file that identifies the total amount is transmitted each business day. [0011]As a
further aspect of the invention, the cash within the retailer's safe may remain in the safe over those
multiple business days.  [0012] As another aspect of the invention, the cash pickup schedule need
not coinc t ey A i UERLG to the
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location is asceftiiner ard transthiiednancathaiietaiercis eiqdiddhwithdhehtopat eashimepasitss of all of
its locations based upon the data in the transmitted files [Ef Jg& an.aspect of the jnvention, the
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locations of the retailer, cash collected at each of the plurality of locations of the retailer

being deposited into a corresponding respective one of the plurality of safes, each of the
safes being adapted to calculate a respective total amount of cash deposited into the
respective safe and adapted to electronically transmit a respective data file identifying the
respective calculated total amount deposited at each of the retailer locations; and a facility
for receiving all of the electronically transmitted data files, the facility adapted to arrange
for the retailer to be provided with a total credit corresponding to a sum of the calculated
total amounts of cash deposited into the safes at each of the retailer locations as identified

in the received data files.

[0017] In addition, each of the above-summarized aspects and features identified
with respect to the method embodiments of the present invention may be applied, as

applicable, to any of the above-summarized system embodiments of the present invention.

[0018]  Various other objects, advantages and features of the present invention
will become readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art from the following

detailed description of the invention.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0019]  The following detailed description, given by way of example and not
intended to limit the present invention solely thereto, will best be appreciated in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference numerals denote like

elements and parts, in which:

[0020]  Figure 1 is a block diagram that shows multiple entities that may be

involved in a cash collection process that embodies the present invention;
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system is provided for providing bank credit to a retailer for cash collections that comprises cash
collected by a retailer over a period of time at the retailer location; a safe disposed at a retailer
location, the collected cash deposited into the safe, the safe being adapted to calculate, at a
designated time, a total amount of cash deposited into the safe over the period of time, and adapted
to electronically transmit a data file identifying the calculated total amount of cash deposited into the
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retailer béain dee%olsitﬁld inrtgsgn?%%s 1%ncgling respective one of the plurality of safes, each of the safes
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above-summarized aspects and features identified with respect to the method embodiments of the
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embodiments of the present invention.  [0018] Various other objects, advantages and features of the
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[0025] The present invention pertains to the advancing of credit to commercial
establishments, such as retailers, based upon amounts of cash that are collected by those
commercial establishments during their normal business operations. In general, the
present invention expedites funds availability, improves cash flow and provides other
features and benefits to commercial establishments that routinely take-in substantial

amounts of cash.

[0026] In accordance with the present invention, the general system/process
entails multiple entities. As used herein, an entity generally is a company providing goods
and/or services, such as a bank, an armored car service, a retail store (e.g., a department
store, a grocery store), a transportation provider (e.g., an airline, a bus company), etc. For
convenience, the generic term “retailer” is used herein to refer to a company that provides
goods and/or services in exchange for money and where that retailer sometimes (perhaps
often) accepts physical cash (paper currency and coin) in exchange for such goods and/or
services. A retailer may be disposed at a single location or at multiple locations (e.g.,
sometimes referred to as a “chain”). As various examples only, a retailer may be a
department store, a grocery store, a gas station, or a bus company, each of which may
have one or more physical store locations. As set forth herein, the terms “commercial
establishment” and “retailer” are interchangeably used to refer to such a company that
provides goods and/or services in exchange for money and where physical cash is

accepted.



[0019] The following detailed description, given by way of example and not intended to limit the
present invention solely thereto, will best be appreciated in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, wherein like reference numerals denote like elements and parts, in which: ~ [0020] Figure
1 is a block diagram that shows multiple entities that may be involved in a cash collection process that
embodies the present invention; [0021] Figure 2 is a schematic flow diagram that shows in

(00221Figure 3 MR ine BhtE e LEe Dby e R R TR rcment
inventiorshowf00R8] Higemé deisthat isgnabe usedin ¢drinlescribingllationspieatsseth af shb pdesent
inventioqhg%gesent invention. The entities shown include retailer 10, armored car service provider

20, cash processing facility 30, bank 40, and process facilitator 50. Although five entities

are shown, additional entities may also be involved to assist with one or more entities with

its respective functions. Further, a single entity may carry out the functions of two or

more entities and, thus, the total number of entities involved in the process may be less

than the five entities shown in Figure 1. Each of the entities shown in Figure 1 is further

described below in connection with the inventive process for advancing credit to retailers.

[0028]  Prior to describing the inventive process/system, a discussion of a
typical, existing cash collection process is helpful in understanding the benefits of the
present invention. As is well known, cash that is collected by a particular retailer may be
picked-up by an armored car service which in turn brings the cash to a cash processing
facility. The cash processing facility generally counts the cash and deposits the counted
cash within a bank. The cash is recounted by the bank and the retailer’s bank account is
credited with the amount of the deposit. As is appreciated, in such a typical, existing cash
collection process, retailers encounter a lag, often a period of several days if not more,
between when the retailer acquires funds in the form of cash and when the retailer is able
to utilize those funds. For large retailers, the amount of cash collected on a daily basis
may total in the tens of thousands or hundreds of thousands of dollars, perhaps more.
These funds are unusable, and do not bear interest, during this lag period. Even for
businesses that collect relatively small amounts of cash, the cumulative affect of non-use,
for example, over a 12-month period, of these funds result in a measurable and meaningful

impact on such businesses.

[0029]  As described herein, the present invention provides for a novel
process/system for advancing credit to retailers based on amounts of cash collected by
those retailers during their normal business operations. By advancing such credit, retailers
are able to enjoy the benefit of cash collections almost immediately, thereby enabling
retailers to immediately bear interest on such funds or to otherwise immediately utilize

such funds in manners suitable for the retailers’ successful operations.



[0024] Figure 5 is a flowchart showing in broad terms the overall operation of the present invention.
Detailed Description of the Present Invention  [0025] The present invention pertains to the
advancing of credit to commercial establishments, such as retailers, based upon amounts of cash that
are collected by those commercial establishments during their normal business operations. In general,
the present invention expedites funds availability, improves cash flow and provides other features and
benefile 1o comugE exiklishmenta ARy IekedauBRiaaL AR OGRS, [0026] n
accordance with the preserit invention, the gerteral system/process entails multiple entities. As used
herein, ageentity tgenethilpiveesompadyapougingdyjoeds @andisn sendosl machids theopreisenin armored
car service\} a tr.etaillst e ée . atge?artmtent store, a gr ce}[ly store), a tr%gslgc%gation grovider (e.g., an
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where physical cash is accepted. [0027] Referring now the drawings, Figure 1 thereof is a block
diagram tHigtlehoweshaitipsie deitkies eHmr e o ¢aviditeai il ealste potde flom gasdcsds #iat embodies

the pres_%mgg{}xﬁmig%@ag-s@gria%g?@m dnplude fetallerdlo @5?&95‘?;%&%&%1%%@@5?%%9&&%9’ cash
processing facility 30, ba ll<4 , and process facilitator 50. Although five entities are shown, additional
entities malteaisvebe ifvaddved Thassidt wainhbonlemrsmat entntitie satdtutsne Spettiveatinotionth Further, a

single en&ilté/ may carry Olﬁ the functions. of two or ore entities and, thus, the total number of entities
) RUstomer or after §1e transpction is completed . ”
involved inthe process may be’less than the five entities shown in Figure 1. Each of the entities shown

in Figure 1 is furfgndescribed pelpy inconneglion yith. the Jayenive process for achanging credit o
retailers. [0028]Prior to describing the inventive process/systemn, a discussion or-a typicaf, existing
cash collgetidsnprocessisdielpficuinangensiahdingpiiel hgnefiscafthkerdsenishdepteoin téalis well

known, cash that is collected hy a payticular retailer may be picked-up hy an armored car service
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the retailer's bank account is _credited with the amount of the di%osit. As is appreciated, in such a

typical, eXisARg EsRRISHA IR PIfotHedhA tafer B romlnYer Avisl tatbereinsdree Beddrarssdays if not
more, be&w&rébwégeﬂttﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬁﬂ?fsafﬁglﬁ%ﬂw&i{tbﬂs%ff@ﬂﬁd@f@%fé,a%i@mﬂsmﬁwmiﬁrgl%@ble to
un

utilize those funds. For large retailers, the amount of cash collected on a daily basis may total in the

tens of thﬁd@éﬁéﬂ%"dﬁﬁ&n&ﬁéﬂs of th@ﬁ%_?&ht@ of @Mﬁ@nbeﬂrﬁ%ﬁp@m‘é@? oL@ ﬁs’l‘ﬁ_@l@fﬁre unusable, and
do not bearinierash puEing, bl RERNELQS 5y5048r Dusinesses thal ehagyealaiivgly,small amounts of

cash, the cumulative affect of non-use, for’example, dver ‘a 12-month period, of these funds result in a
measuraivie gl noethwingfignaspactherpstsenttagihiesges.and are incorporated herein by

reference. In the Brink’s CompuSafe 4000® safe and as discussed in the foregoing
identified patents, bill acceptors within the safe accept the cash and transfer the accepted
cash into sealed cassettes disposed within the safe, and a processor produces deposit
reports that identify the contents of the sealed cassettes. The deposit reports specifically
identify the stored contents by denomination, the total cash deposit, and other information.
The Brink’s CompuSafe 4000® safe, however, is only one exemplary safe that may be
employed. It is noted that the Brink’s name and the CompuSafe® mark are registered

trademarks of Brink’s Network, Inc., the assignee of the present application.



[0029] As described herein, the present invention provides for a novel process/system for advancing
credit to retailers based on amounts of cash collected by those retailers during their normal business
operations. By advancing such credit, retailers are able to enjoy the benefit of cash collections almost
immediately, thereby enabling retailers to immediately bear interest on such funds or to otherwise
immediately utilize such funds in manners suitable for the retailers' successful operations. [0030]
Figure 2 of the ﬁ(ﬁ@‘.s“ﬁgg? ﬁ&iﬁ%ﬂ%@"%&'&r@%ﬁ’@ &Qﬂé?%tt?&?}%%é‘h%‘?,“a‘%{gﬁﬁﬁ%l%&@ Rrocess for
advancing credit to retailers in accordance with the present inventiort. In describing the inventive
process,aelieptert d waisg is et onsve thariblis @ntities shwmanandRigricelledmidiatighasretailer 10 collects
cash in exchange iy good andiol sarvicesy as shun as siep, 190, A one exaimile, a grocery store
retailer may receive twe%?y ve' dollars in Cash mom a’ castomer inexe ange for & certaih amount of
groceriesitgt ase hringmuitthlasadeb ywihincusiopielodhéoaadiesieli phstnfs dapasitgslénto a suitable

cash receiving device, as shown as step 110. In the grocery store example, the retailer's cashier (or
clerk or ﬂ‘?@PSPﬁp|8§é%?‘?ﬁ%?&ﬁ%¢%%b‘és‘ff§qﬁ?ée HEp o B e et electronic

safe, elegifuigdmRpsafed arohahtenicEvp aieinalier, collectively, "safe”). The cash can be deposited
into the safe during the transaction with the customer or after the transaction is completed. [0031]

The safe that rqoeiyep the caslmirierallyhag Hegapalidibly (anaenizeiberdessminationgs the

currency and the capability to accumulate the cash deposit totals (the terms "cash deposits" and

similar tefifte ldhe seRilelie DisinesadarsimadlerRapistatd s erara g dbe ipadsl hertnyrer a
pfedeter@f&%@a&%ﬂ%@ é}f&{%eass%ii ?Q(ﬁ‘if?llt%gifiészﬁq}{-tﬁ@ %@WE}&?’M&“&%Q{E@@T ¢rthat may be
employed with the herein-described process of the present invention is the Brink's CompuSafe 40000
safe, whigiofs3heie ﬁlﬁliigﬁk@g@dpﬂ@émawthgéi‘f@ﬂfﬁé’éhﬁfé@éi@@éélb@@@%rﬂf@@ému_sme
40000 saff 216, JISEHRAE 19 M RAIRCTMITIRETS? 695 03 B RTORTRLNURA44, 103, which are
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assigned to the assignee of the present application and are incorporated herein erence. In the
Brink's CetapaSdicid9 dt0csaiscaniitbs blistssatiin thefoesgbingviddmifidapdaienssidisl doceptors
within the, safeacespt the casihafd fransian the esapied qash. o sealed, casperics ligpased within
the safe, and a processor progluces epositt reports that idtentl the contents of the sealed cassettes.
The depeaitiseparthspeaifidepysidanibynibeostore saéanteiniisnoy s minabioneflkctedalitash deposit,

and othey information. The Brink's CompySafe 40000 safe, however..is only one exemplary safe that
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trademarlesoof d3r iR MNetwrarkolng atbiesassiange I thelpirsarstarplicatinndii@eAlRdiing e course
of the retailer's business day, additional cash is collected during transactions with additional customers

and the CBARAEHEASIFTRRIGNAE BHRRF Hef ISR THEUHEY FatinR SSRERECIX FetdifettATay ek single
safe at agipgleskegation, multiple safes within a single location or multiple safes at multiple locations.
No matter the case, cash is collected and deposited with each safe, and the amounts deposited are

maintained by (1953es. n A0S SHRIC SO ALe AR RIEISraGMa thausl Ratngpessary)
the depo

at the close of the retailer's business day, sit totals of each of the retailer's safes are

calculate?f, easkseliertes $vep nctailer iepeaby is thidagisve ofrterizetordhexsiprs, theneugibeery store
had a singif ogaliNWIN e, o intAdERest Ampusldba A alsnpgg pbtained to dently
the total amount of cash that has been collected by that retailer during the course of the business day.
For retailenevwidd rthdtipletiveatinmsntiod wetad teredsitdzinb amdsdfathsatisilgitlsinusliocnfiche athiler's
locations ge, gotaned I avariafion, e IpfAl depesit amonnts,oline safes.itin, aseleetpumber of
the retailers Jocstions are btainet: For example, are ailer with stores iR diffarent parts of agcountry
(e.g., on dethitthereasiecoastyabel appitdaastaiilie binited sStateh) acdepdiptererhcoutitdsrmay desire
to emploggthe rocess of the present invention separately for its stores in such different areas.

[0034] In §°0F the examples provided above, it is appreciated that the amount of cash collected by a

retailer generally is,a function of the sjze of the retailer, the number of locations (e.g., retajl stores) of
the retater. the WSlof OO RHRIEL SUAE ST EHD 1S FAISUN S ABAEER T oF Seaitcepi
cards bydhehréigilersectisio oledsy angyaibekfaaiansy iharstakeny sandas Husiratetobersin, the

inventive process for advancing credit to retailers may be apglied to retailers of any size who accept
paymentqHSfﬂg%g]ﬁyo@%ggq{espectwe store’s end of business day. The time may be manually

identified each day. For example, a retailer’s employee may manually instruct the safe to

“close-out” the business day. Further, another time may be selected that does not coincide



[0035] As mentioned above, deposit totals are calculated at a certain time of each day. The time of day
may be defined by the retailer's standard time of close of business day, or the respective store's end of
business day. The time may be manually identified each day. For example, a retailer's employee may
manually instruct the safe to "close-out” the business day. Further, another time may be selected that
does not coincide with the retailer's business day. In a further variation, deposit totals are calculated

every oter i RASILIIALSM 2Ry of o RETIRAS SIS AN YGI Henesijatalp g palculated

I
(or calculated/maintaine ring the course of the retailer's operations) at a given point of

time. Forotmménieave héneihditer osutlotivepepoids of time. idnefieyreccto, alepenid wfdayre [0036]
Upon calcylatjn Ze deposit totals at the end of day, the safe at one retailer locatign (e.g., 10a shown
e e e B T S e DRSS RS o caly
transmitspeeatieaiea datty dtepoia pfatess fastltainkiHusteds prioeess, faailitaioebPsnowhtimEigure 1.
Data file creation and transmission are represented as step 130 in Figure 2. Similarly, respective safes
at each df (FEFEGiES %&ons (e.g., 10b, 10c) create respective data files that contain the

deposit totals a spective location, and all of the created data files are franspnitted to process
facinator 50, {0G8T] MLPORAALION R Al SRS EGET o i TP S e LRBRIT A6VE, the rotaer'
safe (or saf@gefooaitple: |ecattRNHoFanEFiS uREormations aithas eineenat tpend ehdaypysieriodically
throughout the day, to another system within or controlled by retailer 10, such as a computer system,

to enabldthit Bt dpsatinngnd SlesttrBIHbY S nemisIBE eapier dErits ie Mivteshsmitted to

process fagiliaier, 20 B FHREBAHQ MY B URIRMINES §0,R EMPARfSRSiiRtiGsiprage medium
located at retailer 10, or may be transmitted securely, for example, to retailer 10's main processing

facility (_et@!}&ﬂé%i_ﬁ)mar@rréﬁrm@m@p elt& imﬁiﬁw%tegﬂaihﬁﬁmywwﬁﬁmﬁfﬁ%mﬁb@ftimes
and pe”?ﬂéﬁ%‘i%iw{“’@'BtﬁQ{ﬁﬁ[ﬁ%@%‘iWBH?ﬂ?cjscf’e%YefEQ é@t‘f\f@&%'iﬁrfﬁ%a{ﬁat%ﬁh‘?&ﬁ'{g%'y or
indirectly, to a system within or controlfed by retailer 10 or to a system within or controlled by process
facilitatodspo§0088IF e bafectpesaied donmonltipid [dtafidnsywitteid detaifded Orransmitstikttotal

amount 01;r ggesstg gltlﬂgt% rbg&n collected since its previous data transmission, with the last transmission
represen%ng such amount at the above-defined end of day. Then, the system to which all of the

e o e AL LR TS L o devst
controllecebyleetatefel@osafes for multiple locations) transmits information, either once at the end
of day or periodically throughout the day, to another system within or controlled by
retailer 10, such as a computer system, to enable that other system to create the above-
mentioned data file, which is then transmitted to process facilitator 50. The information
may be transmitted to a temporary electronic storage medium located at retailer 10, or may
be transmitted securely, for example, to retailer 10’s main processing facility (e.g., via an
intranet, via a website, etc.). Appropriate data may be transmitted multiple times and
periodically within, for example, each business day from the retailer’s safe, either directly

or indirectly, to a system within or controlled by retailer 10 or to a system within or

controlled by process facilitator 50.

[0038] The safe (or safes for multiple locations) within retailer 10 transmits the
total amount of cash that has been collected since its previous data transmission, with the
last transmission representing such amount at the above-defined end of day. Then, the
system to which all of the transmissions are sent calculates, based on all of the data
transmissions, the amount of the deposit totals for that safe within retailer 10. In yet

another variation, one or more computing systems controlled by retailer 10 or,



alternatively, controlled by process facilitator 50 remotely access the retailer's safes, pulling cash totals
at predetermined times.  [0039] Process facilitator 50 includes a suitably programmed computing
system (or systems) that receives the electronically transmitted data files. Transmission may occur in
any known manner, such as via the Internet, telephone system, a private communications network or
other suitable manner. Preferably, transmissions are encrypted to ensure proper security and privacy.

Si I i iSsi i /sof t bl
nce clegoni AR UATSINEF D AN RUFNHAR, S 1eh s D upIsisaivare at are capable

to carry out such transmission a t are well known, fu scription thereof is omitted
herein excaphybasie toede s e dotcamuneddistanding of the present invention.  [0040] The
computing system within process facilitator 50 gathers and accumulates the cash deposit totals of all
locations of retdiB20 (e RyodBa fd0biaOc S6tmylvdsed owitidid yrforgrationedoriaipedrip slystelata files

transmitted from ea chation. Aﬁlea h %ransmffs onis rx%c Y, g Eocesls facilitator 50 Eprocesses
0¥|S S emﬁft dl reCclves € clcClronic it:ans 1tte ﬁﬁ ﬂl% eLSJ ransSmission I‘H C},
each data Tile, each' representing a respective location of retalle . Uponreceiving all of the

transmissians,ipracekadacilii@ianealoudates thethetiheast depgsivier s tanatigrsvateetailer 10. The
gathering and calculating gccugulatiggg of the total cashgglf osiir or retailer 10 for that particular

business ST RHAE B P teQEALBE SUILARIS IARPEIJURSS2 004 1301BI L8 #ing the total cash

deposit fen @l jReatio eaRiegialissr R ciRiihameeigrarttimsiRerigldcRirce Sadaahifataref slasdronically
transmits an encrypted data file containing the total cash deposit information, along with retailer 10
identifica®ISHYRIIMAAOYE b Hikend warkdpr ESe it 4lsAEee RBYS A TG DU BHAK 40 (or other type of

financial insfituigsiealarivabHBIRTREdiovaIfIRRRA [RAN U PIOSRESR IR JERIRIFHAME S
performs identity verification and other security handling as is well known) and credits the bank

account ek¢epairehero Dags s Ydenticmdsesiardnglepduitperseaprevaiiet.as step 160 in Figure 2. In
yet a variation, the above-discussed data files are transmitted from retailer 10 to bank 40, which in turn
carries out the H8P4iALde ddibernnHEREHY HEPrdtEys farsfieatorasOitrierthe s aheditsdtailer 10 based

upon thea@éﬁﬁ{ﬁﬂ?&dtﬁgt@ﬁﬁ?ﬁgp%ﬁﬁqgﬁls of all locations of retailer 10 (e.g., 10a, 10b, 10c, etc.)

based on the information contained in the data files transmitted from each location. As
each transmission is received, process facilitator 50 processes each data file, each
representing a respective location of retailer 10. Upon receiving all of the transmissions,
process facilitator calculates the total cash deposit for all locations of retailer 10. The
gathering and calculating (accumulating) of the total cash deposit for retailer 10 for that

particular business day/time period is represented as step 140 in Figure 2.

[0041] Upon calculating the total cash deposit for all locations of retailer 10, for
the relevant time period, process facilitator 50 electronically transmits an encrypted data
file containing the total cash deposit information, along with retailer 10 identification
information, to bank 40, as represented as step 150 in Figure 2. Bank 40 (or other type of
financial institute, collectively referred to herein as a “bank’) processes the transmission
(e.g., performs identity verification and other security handling as is well known) and
credits the bank account of retailer 10 with the identified total cash deposit, as represented
as step 160 in Figure 2. In yet a variation, the above-discussed data files are transmitted
from retailer 10 to bank 40, which in turn carries out the herein-described functions of
process facilitator 50 and then credits retailer 10 based upon the ascertained total cash

deposit.
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[0042]As described, retailer 10 may have multiple locations (e.g., 10a, 10b, 10c), wherein a safe (or
other device) at each location calculates the cash deposit totals at the respective location at the
identified end of day and thereafter creates and transmits to process facilitator 50 a respective data file
with the deposit total information (along with appropriate retailer location identification data). The "end
of day" for each location may occur at the same time of day or may occur at different times of day. For

retailers with a ﬁm ly @%Q%%mg(?r r%iaﬁi&er@'g}%g“?ﬂvé%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ@i‘Scﬁ*ﬁr ng_t doygry or region,

different locations may likely have different "e ay" times. As one exampl€, certain retailer
locationsl iy Where difieveiet(hmethof dpecajioncmbydraveihmisalme sithe s afhoeratiomoals aperate in

different ti'lme zones, Ofa%ombi t%tio of t e&wo &0043 The hefrein-de cribe inventi)[/e process for
. the re%){a%‘tlve oga l(ﬂ’l aF € 1denti ]l-e ‘ﬁl’ld of EIP/ a L ?re ter c_rea S an trans%n S. 1

advancing crédit for cash collections beneficially is well suited ToF large-scalé retailers having many
locationsprdtie diffsr@nhionss afeprrationdSaftk atidadieldepiicntacdunfulatatioa cadshdotads for the
respective location and at a designated "end of day" for such location ¢reate a data file that contains
the depo RPIGRIK O EH4 %?B%ﬁ%’r?“d@%‘ﬂt{ﬁéaé&ﬂ%%?; fOPEx4 Pé,%&ﬁﬂ&ﬁ?‘f 8ER8d BYocess
facilitatopofurenatve saandtRcesasy dnessydriculigsdigndhaiiataier sdifferantelacationstand upon
receipt of data files from all of the retailer's locations, calculates a cash deposit total for all locations

and tran&phd Vs s 1 IRFRANS HIARISHN IR fX Al Sipy ahe b RN AAKIE8IBUNt with such
total.  [PRAAFFIGURIGIS R Aaran hal i§itisra tesxPlaadhe dpetatien Gidhe Rrprentdrygntion

entailing a retailer with multiple locations and where different’locations have different ends of day. For
examplereipderdfesaimontonmigreve diffarahipey vbeaiRsatier, anayhiver Blestonebeaaiodls "X" that have

an end O{g% AR GRT %ffﬁ@r@ﬁ%liﬁg E%%%Q,f%f’f@é%iﬂiﬁ‘&t%% St {REFYQ)- The exemplary

retailer a as a number of other store locations "Y" that have an end of day at 9:00pm (each such

location identifiggiafein #§ 2, Y Jacauonin.TNAILH0E SreRIALY § %}h‘%ﬁl{ p&iPas fymber of
store locations ?Z tﬁjﬂ have ar? Snd ofgde{yeat 12:00am ﬁéé miggnigﬁt) eac% suclll Igozratf{cg)n identified
herein asallZ iocattemdfimadlycordahcenidthfitrd pas el imatation, loryiag/iven blsinesssdaithsuch as
January safe, (or safes) at each X location asgertains at the end gf day of 6:00pm the amount of
cash ool T e B S R B UG S e curen
businessrekpe @i viatusarioh. ahdencatiesi ghatabCentairfadhaiouniioh tassticallaetad adangfikishiine

period is identified within a data file that is transmitied to a process facilitator. Similarly, on that same

. iSRG AP ARPE S O A0 el 1P AEE LT A S OB ERPA Pl GAd ity of each
Y locatiopjribpdatal amess eiGasidhab wascelesiedaichiatdanatioahemesi8P@mm of the previous
business day of January 4 and 9:00pm of that day, and such total amount is transmitted to the process

facilitator el difderentaqerannh UtBPAHSRiRDdGRA (iles i aH Pbistptiiidath Z location) on
January §,thedptakameuptof saghdhpisvasiariiseied atdhshiosrtinalaiveansid@Pamief the previous

business day of January 5 and 12:00am of that business day of January 6, and the ascertained total
amount iEctRaleE Rk (oviielphio tass aeediftatoe. IPivi ks hagkienepuheissis fieteported amounts

and arranges for a bank to credit the retailer with the summed amount.
[0044]  Figure 4 is a diagram that is used to explain the operation of the present

invention entailing a retailer with multiple locations and where different locations have
different ends of day. For example, and referring to Figure 4, an exemplary retailer has a
number of store locations “X” that have an end of day at 6:00pm (each such location
identified herein as an “X location”). The exemplary retailer also has a number of other
store locations “Y” that have an end of day at 9:00pm (each such location identified herein
as a “Y location”). Finally, the exemplary retailer further has a number of store locations
“Z” that have an end of day at 12:00am (i.e., midnight) (each such location identified
herein as a “Z location”). In accordance with the present invention, on a given business
day, such as January 5, a safe (or safes) at each X location ascertains at the end of day of

6:00pm the amount of cash collected between 6:00pm of the previous business day of
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[0045] As illustrated in the above example, the retailer may be provided with a credit each day based
upon cash collections that occur over different periods of time within the retailer's different store
locations. Each end of day may represent the time at which a respective retailer location closes. Or,
one or more locations of the retailer may close at a time that differs from the respective location's end
of day. Still yet, one or more locations of the retailer may be open 24 hours, that is, not be closed at all.

In such redits e [ f I lQcati h d of that business
day, Whicf]e%%%(%rrggﬁa%%y beé)m\c}ldigg ?ggggﬁﬁﬁe@% gr%ﬁgﬁc?é;fl‘%} %ﬁ eﬁr{l% of the next
businessasaytdoedxarophe of askhcolibettet atud100 phnsdirad peatiwhi Y1dendidedamtbiwil dwactddited to
the retailer at the end. of that business day. (i.e., at the end of January 5), However, cash collected at
5000 A0 I5C UM S Gy S ML CoUEA s e L Y Lo o T
businesssgayatbaitisacinYaoeiaiyroadé¢hising ao9 depinedi.snandirendond afydayt @ichavticidai dagations
may be modified. But, in any event, it is seen that the herein-described inventive process for
advancir%ecrg h AU ESHER R aER ﬂ&gﬁaﬁﬁsabl@%ﬂg&%%waﬁ%m# Zations that have
different ppeiatinBsghesdiirs. shabangiaietdiftersht dME.zengsataaiRariapshayediferent cash

flow needs, and/or that may have or that desire to have different end of day times. In each of these

cases, tHEPFEEESH IR EMiBFPertiEHOTerd tife AERRCBré dRGH N USRIHAS R o RV¥BSER aligned
with the yipluragiQf gl casiheRteeiontodhthalis ¥ dicdad Sy b sthadhigipgtdhe cash is

picked-up for deposit into a bank or other third party schedule, as further discussed below. [0046]As

describeeiohlsesad Prisdedaiciindiemaordcsitaatiesanmueditatosdieptifpnnaryasindollections
t all of the. e [ ins t i ] tail
atallo Tgaé[ﬁé%“e&ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁgﬂ%?ﬁ"gé?_gfggﬁﬁﬁr?%,e ﬁ?%ﬁe Iﬁ?c%?%lﬁc?%%?ﬁﬁo%ﬁvf gregfl;fr?éﬁj}?eﬁe aner

(e.g., fort siness day). In a vdriation, process tacilitator 50 may impose a pre cut-off time
by whichtd#be filtesdseaalitacatioRsoot th¢amtdlarrthest hermredeivegoiiibd apansushclitoingee,
process Ea%m toﬁo ca;ﬂl&;tes t[h total %ﬁa}ﬁh deﬁoselhfgr thostg locations that have transmitted the

. 10T a4 bank 10 cre ¢ retailer with the Su 10U ; .
respective dath files and transmits such total cas I(rjlepogl]t MiGrmation to bank 40 for subsequent credit

to retailer 10 in ount indicated, In such, case, advance credit.still is provided.even if all of the
oiore ooat A o R ISR 1 P R A B U R Sl e o
one exarmpi¢it eathnicgl bliffeculipes ahshloodtiotomashpreveont ovatkdéifeiset gelaydsropeanferocessing at

such location. No matter the case, the present.invention proyides advance credit of all, or at least a
part. of AHAHIORS EA IS CH Ty B GFino RSB & LAeK BBSReard CRHEE e

non-repogiei}icasespepasisdnay bR ciadiiedosta lalerdiner susk ascatithe entherdhaleextiagnd of
day." [0047] As mentioned above, the herein-described inventive process for advancing credit for

cash collgdeiers 2Lmitse diffas diembindripes ivgalrsation dedidistdabovEllie  eRe & B8Ye occurs
at a certaip RRIAL irtimerelRifich 288 dhareiailsiis eredited ansesach dayiforithaicasadhatis

collected generally during the preceding 24 hour period. The herein-described process, however, may

be carrieeresiit matipreriifvaded dancailicerlsdedaeAna 2onaippatity. drmidishutiecpislédss may be
carried O igsg g?é@i?fﬁ%; B;@Jp?@%@ﬂ%%a@(%ﬁ%ﬂ@& Q'?ﬁ’nd?ﬁéﬁ’é%ﬁ}ﬁiﬁ’a?%' IS SRR 54§, 9-» with
only a single location or a few locations) may accumulate relatively little cash each day and, thus,
carrying busities pdeyedoevaaymplo, onshredldated atl: MipsufficidotdopsUiCvsdualiaryetaildthd0048]In
yet another variation, a retailer with multiple locations , In a sense, be treated asJnultiple retailers.
For exarmiia A 1y B ey L Er ToSGHe 1 on DR e Bid SALHes Teport ther
deposit tblaigeantd thesh cotlpatadely 3diBpihist a location X on January 5 will not be credited to the

retailer until the end of the next business day, that is, on January 6. If this is not desired,

then the “end of day” of particular locations may be modified. But, in any event, it is seen

that the herein-described inventive process for advancing credit for cash collections is

sufficiently flexible to accommodate retailer locations that have different operating

schedules, that operate in different time zones, that perhaps have different cash flow

needs, and/or that may have or that desire to have different end of day times. In each of

these cases, the present invention enables retailers to receive credit on a basis that is more

closely aligned with the volume of their cash collections, and that is not dictated by the
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provided after the other retailer locations report their deposit totals. Such a subdivision may be based
on geographic criteria or other basis. [0049]In each of the variations described herein, a retailer is
credited with the total cash deposits accumulated over a period of time (e.g., each business day)
based on deposit totals as reported by each of the retailer's locations. Accordingly, the present
invention enables a retailer to enjoy the benefit of its cash receipts almost immediately upon collecting

cash from itsel til J t ' i en. after the
realer e b B R T A e
2, 2007, buwhed dbycimsakbidowe of the present application and incorporated herein by reference, is
directed to facilitating novel cash collections deposits (i.e., handling of the physical cash itself) and
deposit tracking @vbsuctiprdeeseod pertionpoufcsssiaprbtaes Maygemployad incothjainction with the
herein-described inventi ocess for advancing credit for ¢ collections. In event, regardless
of it TR 45 i R DS i A Sl A o anos e e Eioyea
generallysuzaimendd catisardieptayviger R dfigtiert)apiekéup, fomhstailsintostdayyadh deposits at

preset periods, of time (e.q., daily, twice daily, every other day, weekly, etc.) and transporis the deposit
bage) to AT O REE SN (0 greBa B G A 50 S OIS A frner
handlingfrom[@A36¢ A0 AECof dR e Mg M PHeSeBvENtPRNCERdiitgcas dgsehieprbesein does not
need to coincide with a business day. In addition, and as mentioned above, a retailer is credited with

its cash &afibtatEthealstaks die doiltrie daranitdrndirse lorriiensibridaymeantmidet dicash

reaches fhe,baite M@ MRUGAINRERENGIEh fRALNE.Of HipAieser-iNYEDHID AR @IgHLan be
provided with credit for its cash collections on a more frequent basis than when those cash collections

are pickedhigarsmeserfle; saleatMardbccansenivelirgeéxdmpleh frsrerdvalyseredivetiiiers, a
reta"er'si‘éga%c%\gﬁ&?i%k‘éﬁfﬂ%ﬂ%‘%&g&“ﬂﬁ@%ﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬁ &, ?XF%%EQ%r%%s&{ query third day, or

based on volume basis, or based on ano asis, whereupon that retailer may be credited in
accordancewwith the ¢resentriosesstionilaitoits Gagks coltectionplontectailyabdisciitisuch gase, a retailer

obtains the benefit of daily credit without incurring the expense of daily cash,. pick-yp. Thus, the present
emton At A S RO e B S SRS O i TR A e, the Proe

frequencyas witeprisanrétaietisnopeciiedsfad itsncastialitie€udnsr Mdraspepiircadlya acraikitey is able to
ore 2SR FHBRER s, LABH S UAEN IEHHOLUEEa 8 4 PSS N oL B TS or whe
the cashdgsHeR@wiiad kg BdardWited at a later time, such as at the end of the next “end of day.”
[0047]  As mentioned above, the herein-described inventive process for

advancing credit for cash collections expedites funds availability to a retailer. As

described above, the “end of day” occurs at a certain point in time. In such case, the

retailer is credited once each day for the cash that is collected generally during the

preceding 24 hour period. The herein-described process, however, may be carried out

multiple times a day, such as at every 12-hour period. Conversely, the process may be

carried out less than once per day, such as every other day. For example, smaller retailers

(e.g., with only a single location or a few locations) may accumulate relatively little cash

each day and, thus, carrying out the process every two or three days may be sufficient for

such smaller retailers.

[0048] In yet another variation, a retailer with multiple locations may, in a
sense, be treated as multiple retailers. For example, credit may be provided after retailer

locations in one part of the country report their deposit totals and then, separately, credit is
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[0051]In accordance with the present invention, retailer 10 is credited with its cash collections based
on a schedule that is independent from the schedule at which the collected cash is picked-up by an
armored car service (e.g., armored car service 20 shown in Figure 1). For example, armored car
service provider 20 picks up from retailer 10 the cash at preset periods of time (e.g., daily, twice daily,
every other day, weekly, etc.) and transports the cash, preferably stored within secured deposit bags
to a cas ' ili [ ili iy Fi : r handling.
A temati e B e 20
based upomythe hadadnencfccashithat drastieenatbliebiedsby that retailer. Regardless of whether cash
pickups are pre-scheduled or manually scheduled by the retailer, the retailer is provided with advance
credit for its cad@ENEctidms stooflylefterriheonst sitscridedihescinat cashler is[0asedwwninghaow to
Figure 5, a flowchart showing in broad terms the.overgall operation of the present inyention, from
vancr g Lo A B T BT B TNy <tep ao0
in Figuredspegitasentsathe sotticd, mbendr dé shei bedi o séssatibproviciogriehailer the phigkeadvance credit
for its cash collections. There%ﬁb]er, at a prescheduled tiPJe or when the retailer collects a sufficient
amount PESOGSTEIRSAGT AR FLEREY 65 AIFaRHEQIoF et eetBR 4 EREH JERS 4 Khown as

step 410ipdniguR&imdetadie b ma) REeRAkes foTR.CasN RisHEmiWbeMannetBaseieddn application
serial no. 60/953,557, identified above, or in any other manner. For example, a manager or other

authoriz&8lailsployeE UK slhprRiuttistdierreBilsere st doy Eb RssieAte recetndges Mlitdes a

deposit tﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂ (alsq ﬁ%'.'%@/b@@e,ﬁwﬁﬂ’&ﬂ&ﬁg@@ﬁ@ﬂ%@ﬁ,%@ﬁ%@g&?'i’hf@ﬁ_ 'tiﬂqﬁl@e_ cash into a
bank, by logging onto a secure website of process facilitator 50 (or other entity) and supplies to the
process fielifatepplisatiengadsnepipaiaigs heposibieediiccnrautsing eipd st BaeibitatiabypQ@homination.
In a variatign, ' C ith ' ion, this a(}igp' ically
transmit%%?%rc ﬁg%ﬁ@%a%%%ﬁ%%%ﬁ%ﬁ8&%{?@%&%\}t?ilgfrf E%)é;fr?any oq‘ét%%éﬁrg%%gﬁ previously
describednideveth. pradeposit picketris pf oddtedoanss ispiaceg wjtbdnia depaesitivagralbribevith the cash to

be deposited. The d o(fit ticket may be a%ltomdatic d and pr and.identifies
TCIN-AdESCrived 1Mmventive proces

ally gener inte the
amount of each currency denhomination, é’]igtaYaa{lr%lg{&% rg‘alca%m%sgeg%@%%%?flesd,%é‘%t%‘ﬂ%r#]’
identificaté@ardidsaret edecthat theiguelyitidanidiesibed depogitadidotppliosebs sefaamation. The deposit
ticket an are placed within a tamper-evident bag, and the bag is sealed in preparation for
e O S 1 A Ay SR 1 i YR 2h Ll o 20
picks up fhasrAleRILAY deTnsatalpbsil asprenrepented aswhap @20, mfigukeise ddinpugl.generally

not preferred, particularly for relatively large amounts of cash, the entity that picks up the sealed bag

may be LUSHAEY oV ALEagis- SaRH B ROHS ARG HARMLRAZET B B BRI Qs IS HE Y i,
"armoreq.£a SRIMGE RGN SIURK SaITh Biensete)ths: $eRMieR RRAURIGEKS-Up the cash from the retailer.

The armored car service generally performs its standardized pick-up procedures and thereafter

transfers the Seﬁj@S'd?ag%_ﬁ%&@éﬁ@ﬁi@@%ﬁ%é%ﬁ@%ﬁ%%ﬁﬂﬁﬂ%r@éﬂﬁ@Qs assteEsaBIethas step
430. [0054]Cash processing facility 30 carries out certalga%rocedures during its handling of each

sealed dé@@%ﬂ%é@.eﬂé(bﬁé@idﬁnwi@(ﬁ m@ipﬁs&éawekl @Q%W@é@ﬁnﬁ@@k@h@@aéiliw 30, an
authorized, persnael tGas P IRCERN TRCHN S0 WRARE TR abk i3 108984 ORiCad REGU e Psite of

process facilitator 50 by use of a unique User ID and password, identifies each sealed deposit bag by
utilizing @bearcode suatinerdhal rablsehehbatboderdn the aptsidenbiitidseelisthtiégpdsitisddght)pon

recognition of tpe unique barcodle be/ tht(;:‘ sI}/ste &he. tatu .cgf the sealf;ld dﬁ\gqsit b%% IS designated
" i\ apesent inventorn, 4 retarler can rov@? Wi cre§1 for it qash collections oft 4 More
Received for other suitable designation)‘and the date and time of the status change is recorded.
frequent basis than when those cash collections are picked-up, for example, by an armored
car service. For example, for relatively small retailers, a retailer’s cash deposits are picked
up by an armored car service every other day, or every third day, or based on a cash
volume basis, or based on another basis, whereupon that retailer may be credited in
accordance with the present invention with its cash collections on a daily basis. In such

case, a retailer obtains the benefit of daily credit without incurring the expense of daily

cash pick-up. Thus, the present invention disassociates the time and frequency of a
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[0055]After the sealed deposit bag is "received" by cash processing facility 30, cash processing facility
30 verifies the contents of the deposit bag (called, for convenience, "verification" herein), as shown as
step 440 in Figure 5. Such verification may occur at any time after receipt, but it need not occur on the
same day that the sealed deposit bag is received. For example, verification may occur on the next
business (or calendar) day or even on a future date In any event, verification entails identifying the

deposit s USI . 0, i ' | . contained
it B e R e R s withthe
deposit detdiitadfdomasionsid entlfiedons. thd ate ppsiti fickBly an deth € elecatdniodatm prbeibesbfisopplied by

retailer 10 as descrjbed above. 0056].Each sealed deposit b rior to verifi ation?gt.)e., upon
eceipt o b SLRBRAbu CAGT A AISS RGO TR, TR ByTRETLS Bnar-code
technologytuattichithellides wikenothe bavhdegecesadibyanhiil pagyosksytabledhag-tadktyeader
equipment. However, gther identification technology may be employed, including RFID technology in
which ea¥R<de s‘fflﬁl%lbsé%ﬁ%ﬁﬁg Q& BBKip containing a unique 1D (preferably embedded within the

deposit bag itse d syitable RFID readers disposed at the retailer and the cash processing facility
i optionally BB oI5 86 EA S BT B BBt ORI ST AR SO B ermpioyed.

As used helein RGOl enses 4a hatsedaldarqdeneatatoritoshal dedaothenseitakie

identification technology. .= [0057] When the barcode is read at cash processing facility 30, both upon
receipt of tHELed ety Eppisk ey RAY YU AHYVEARCATSRYISS (Rt SbeRIeS AN SR pertinent

to the id‘?ﬂtiiy%(ﬁfé qtﬁ”ﬁb#@xé(h'i"ﬁ?@, F&ﬂ'&éﬁ@eﬁ%&?v@c@%ﬁh@é@r e Qﬂﬁ%fﬁﬁﬁ%?ﬁ@fimg {Hgorr_nation
(e.g., the bank account of retailer 10) and all information pertinent to the contents of the deposit bag
itself aredmsmaiopacs) peatpsl aohilante ecoabhlproveesitliacieyBother dopsgreBldingtvification, in
accordange, With G PLesenh eSO i cashpracesing sl A discoyeruip.auerags or shortage
in the amour§(¥J g% casﬁ conf;t%n‘?é in the g(rapositlgég S) as cc()?r%pa}edat% ?ﬁ)e cash g(raposi%t(%al amounts
previousfedpyrted byadtaiterdGiagdqmbviodBishoredite diguretdildod ithacberddimge with the present
invention, jch veradelshofiade, > sommunicates fo bank40.1p coprect he ametint of gredi
previousf?/ prowde Yo Tétafer's , as represen edas's ep In I’Hi)g e g?fBB §ﬁ-|is?or|cally useful
informatipropridgindghbisdt e e thgershantagedsshtdiechas been collected by that retailer.

Regardless of whether cash pickups are pre-scheduled or manually scheduled by the

retailer, the retailer is provided with advance credit for its cash collections shortly after the

retailer receives that cash.

[0052] Turning now to Figure 5, a flowchart showing in broad terms the overall
operation of the present invention, from advancing credit prior to cash pickup through
final processing of the cash, is shown. Initially, step 400 in Figure 5 represents the entire,
above-described process of providing retailer 10 with advance credit for its cash
collections. Thereafter, at a prescheduled time or when the retailer collects a sufficient
amount of cash or at another time, retailer 10 arranges or prepares for a cash pickup, as
shown as step 410 in Figure 5. Retailer 10 may prepare for a cash pickup in the manner
described in application serial no. 60/953,557, identified above, or in any other manner.
For example, a manager or other authorized employee or agent of retailer 10 (hereinafter,
for convenience, a “manager”) initiates a deposit transaction (also called herein “deposit
creation”), in preparation for depositing the cash into a bank, by logging onto a secure
website of process facilitator 50 (or other entity) and supplies to the process facilitator (via

the website) various deposit details including deposit amounts by denomination. In a
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in a database, including at least the amount of the overage/shortage, the total amount of the deposit,
the date and time, the identity of the manager who created the deposit, and other potentially pertinent
information. [0060] Finally, the cash is transferred to bank 40, as shown as step 460 in Figure S.
Cash processing facility 30 (or bank 40 or process facilitator 50) transmits to retailer 10 a report (e.g.,
an electronic file) that identifies actual cash deposit information for retailer 10 to utilize for

reconci ”%ﬂ%tiéﬂ%‘, ang i%tggéo%&‘%g%%%tﬁ % r@%%éh‘f'l%%?%é‘ﬂ, ﬁ‘i’?ﬁlﬁ#ﬁ%ﬁ&a %C?Q“élé%ﬁ?éﬁg?tweek'y

report, a monthly report, etc. In'accordance with a particu ene he
present imaesmidttedhe info mratidy teangniiteoi te detajiercbOsi fiatildasoad Aocaumtiighef thenparticular

business day. or business days to whijch the credjt is.applied, including a credit. preakdown by business
oy, 1 D R T LB PS5 B S e LD R DACGEBIL etaiors

safes cobagspigswitbast eallecied dyposnedipEhbusipess iidys, itherbtheudatafiepyeferably includes
a breakdown b%/?%usiness declly of the respective amounts_of cash collected dur.ing[.eac of those

businessX8aF G AR RRpEd R HeFaILR AT AMABIEIRLFAR HETXHOHCBOTHALUAN S Kdhy at

6:00pm aenBHANEE LAthisORE Bopd Rl dadki lér e BiaiMRIEN (RS HetadeEs SHvsingesgay coincides
with a calendar da%ghen at 6:00pm on January 5, a data file is created (e.g., by the safe) and then

transmittilg 16 igTaie d5ner tREH ARG HSS i REREMEAOR c iR e Pt HethihiBe s ees January 4
through %QQ@Wiﬂfiﬂ%ﬂ{ﬁéxé%@@eﬁ?BﬁgEﬁM ifenpifies Wagiteiah cRsParAteR R frmyp2:00am through

6:00pm of January 5. With such transmitted information, the total amount of credit provided to the

retailer is appligg@@s buginepR-daveRaRIS-oFhrisaMRY Rhihf e SRILHIAYALA AQRILON January 6,

another data file is created and transmitted for that location that identifies the total cash collected from

betweenB@0geh o Pactisarp henserlgh hazdoem tumudhyae ,ral?@%?éﬁ%éé{%mﬂéﬁ@fﬁélsﬁ@@tal cash
CO||eCted5fr0m&éﬁ%ﬁ%}é}%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ngg}@@?gﬂﬁ%?ag@gr%? V@l?ﬁﬁ%’%@%‘?n%%%%%?g%h':{g@ the

foregoing exam t of credit prov for the business day of January 5 1S based on a
first transmiigyidm( @i desshpthly sftdedBtd@pmphdamearnes pthatidegeifies g drtinflcashaollection on

January 5 ngi. A ca%wocr:gélected Igr(g)rm ulZ:DOS(.‘G):%lr}qethggugzpr 6:0% mz)lrasndvrfl secon ter?rsllanﬂssi%? n(lat or shortly
after 6:08er ox anuary(@)r?hat I0BRTES Another par%lgircas?h collection on anuary %r(tl.e., cash
collectedréfers & fprsetviceudhtpickSpm)thdcestdingiy tlasedihilepoTharermoosided tertieaetailer that
identify credit ss.day basis, without the need for a ing[le tr%r)]s issiork(gom the

S.

ovided on a busin
retailer) B AL RS S e RS B LR R B e e b Rl gl ot il o
5,695,038, % 0k pranek §irAhdifisy B yslyhelemiifiach discussrbusingbssdaypraporting in the

context of producing reports that identify cash collections broken out by each partial business day and

each full businegmslay. Tush paire Wit Fucii Gapabilitiesvah @silhe Bdokdteomptpais 40000 safe,

may be employed within the present invention to provide the above-described additional feature of

allocatingKUPERS AT HRHRLACRINISHIEs S Hags£5amPle Rfobs PrAeFARRI eV HAY W ¥ions

described iR GiHcE3 BERPMIESONINSIAREES MNRIG h FRIaIR R IPPRIESS A 6RINEHIESHMEh its end of
day, or where the business day does not coincide with the end of day, where the business day

coincidePisieiebly Holessseieatwirsecurdorels @t piagrss Wsdiatne XhByor wast comdiiesiictoes not
coincide mtgntﬁ]ﬁmgﬁﬁriﬁ]&}ﬁﬁes each sealed deposit bag by utilizing a barcode scanner that

reads the barcode on the outside of the sealed deposit bag. Upon recognition of the unique
barcode by the system, the status of the sealed deposit bag is designated “Received” (or

other suitable designation) and the date and time of the status change is recorded.

[0055]  After the sealed deposit bag is “received” by cash processing facility 30,
cash processing facility 30 verifies the contents of the deposit bag (called, for
convenience, “verification” herein), as shown as step 440 in Figure 5. Such verification
may occur at any time after receipt, but it need not occur on the same day that the sealed
deposit bag is received. For example, verification may occur on the next business (or

calendar) day or even on a future date. In any event, verification entails identifying the
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[0063] In addition to the foregoing information provided to the retailer, the retailer additionally may
access the system/database of process facilitator 50 to track the retailer's deposits, produce reports,
view historical information including exceptions and variances, and receive statistical information
including total expected daily deposits. [0064] For retailers with multiple locations, various data and
reports are producible on a store-by-store basis, if desired, to enable individual stores to access their
own depgsit/credi wity: . Maor r it i [ re avai Il tailer on a
store-by-%% rg}?sgé%g:@ r@ﬁ% gt%%;cg)sde%gr%eg#ﬂ%gpw?féqﬁgééﬁél)r%é g%%%lg g"r3 Iﬁég?)% igirén%%slﬁa?tely after
cash collemtiameaddyahoreblitideptiset tetgitedveitn such ihastadoliestoiy (0Q68]Asdhrl cash

foregoing-description.sets forth, the present invention expedijtes.funds ayailability, improves cash flow
and prov L B Te A BB e BT VR e B et of

their norhel desiness dperptisnsudly pagdiddhpasaiiee teditisaidvitieboeeretailers in novel manners
that enable retailers to enjoy the benefit of cash collections almost immediately, without having to wait
for those cash ¢oléetionHahedaiekedeppshybagpoiaccaesicideplavideppnprasepsefithad counted

by third par sh progessing facilities.and then eyentually deposjted into a bank. Such post-cash
collectiod LA RO IS LUERE el SCIHOY RS R G HICH b TSRS rstorically are

not able {ecHtibIeseash fhkldadbatbaya beessdRlesiasth Beiairmapati laigeriodseslicare
disadvantaged by this lag period. The present invention, however, enables retailers to enjoy the

benefit ofaPF 898 BNty rrRatdAend ieaior Rdmolagyrnakd s eRMlRY afe ANt
regardlesgr@hHoashm iﬁqbﬁféw%ﬁcﬁ%wﬁyﬂa%ﬁ{amgqﬁwmﬁm&b%&Hﬁﬁﬁg%ﬁmﬂ@ﬁgd by

third parties. [0066] Having described the present invention including various features and

variat@on@mé@é_ahl,m@he@qlmwm ﬂhe deprstideai dfaphis aedma_étpbéwéﬁ@@ irRddeNn ditewhBbdiments
describeg ereife N6 & trNALN g SPEiRN oL ARO VG POSBN AR BAIRRLS HIGEE % ar service

provider. Other identification technologies may be employed. As used herein, all
references to barcode, barcode readers, etc., shall include other suitable identification

technology.

[0057] When the barcode is read at cash processing facility 30, both upon
receipt of the sealed deposit bag and during verification, as mentioned above, all
information pertinent to the identity of retailer 10, which is pre-stored in a database,
including relevant banking information (e.g., the bank account of retailer 10) and all
information pertinent to the contents of the deposit bag itself are immediately made

available to cash processing facility 30.

[0058]  During verification, in accordance with the present invention, if cash
processing facility 30 discovers an overage or shortage in the amount of cash contained in
the deposit bag(s) as compared to the cash deposit total amounts previously reported by
retailer 10 and previously credited to retailer 10 in accordance with the present invention,
such overage/shortage is communicated to bank 40 to correct the amount of credit

previously provided to retailer 10, as represented as step 450 in Figure 5.

[0059]  Historically useful information pertinent to the overage/shortage is stored
in a database, including at least the amount of the overage/shortage, the total amount of
the deposit, the date and time, the identity of the manager who created the deposit, and

other potentially pertinent information.
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What is claimed is: 1. A process of providing bank credit to a retailer for cash collections,
comprising the steps of: collecting cash by a retailer from a plurality of customers over a period of time;
depositing by the retailer the collected cash into a safe disposed at the retailer;  calculating by the
safe, at a designated time, a total amount of cash deposited into the safe over said period of time; and
electronically transmitting a data file identifying the calculated total amount of cash deposited into the

safe over said @15 ”ﬁ?a IR epRRG IRl R R ?faqqo%aﬁ%%%'sgﬁm%@;&ﬁﬂamﬁ ﬁ&‘%ated

total amount of eposﬂe into the safe as | ied in the data e proces claim 1,
further cdr‘r@a&hr}gcth%smeg)&oﬂn@céﬁ/(ng lbnnh ﬂél:drtpmheemdatrﬂnmaﬂﬁ@bammmﬁsi oatztdiler aAd

arranging by (e faciiy for (e retaller g he gledied by the baniswith fne calcylated ofg) gmount of
cash dep05| e the 'safe ag | ata
10 to utilize for reconciliatlon, tax and other purposes. The report may be an intraday

report, a daily report, a weekly report, a monthly report, etc.

[0061] In accordance with a particularly beneficial feature of the present
invention, the information transmitted to retailer 10 includes an accounting of the
particular business day or business days to which the credit is applied, including a credit
breakdown by business day. In such instance, if a deposit amount identified in a data file
transmitted from one of the retailer’s safes corresponds to cash collected over multiple
business days, then the data file preferably includes a breakdown by business day of the
respective amounts of cash collected during each of those business days. For example,
with reference again to Figure 4, a location “X” has an end of day at 6:00pm as shown, but
is open 24 hours a day. If, for example, the retailer’s business day coincides with a
calendar day, then at 6:00pm on January 5, a data file is created (e.g., by the safe) and then
transmitted for that location that identifies the total cash collected from between 6:00pm
of January 4 through 12:00am of January 5, and separately identifies the total cash
collected from 12:00am through 6:00pm of January 5. With such transmitted information,
the total amount of credit provided to the retailer is applied on a business day basis.
Thereafter, at the next end of day at 6:00pm on January 6, another data file is created and
transmitted for that location that identifies the total cash collected from between 6:00pm
of January 5 through 12:00am of January 6, and separately identifies the total cash
collected from 12:00am through 6:00pm of January 6, and credit is provided accordingly.
From the foregoing example, the total amount of credit provided for the business day of
January 5 is based on a first transmission (at or shortly after 6:00pm on January 5) that
identifies a partial cash collection on January 5 (i.e., cash collected from 12:00am through
6:00pm) and a second transmission (at or shortly after 6:00pm on January 6) that identifies
another partial cash collection on January 5 (i.e., cash collected from 6:00pm through
11:59pm). Accordingly, credit reports are provided to the retailer that identify credit
provided on a business day basis, without the need for a single transmission (from the

retailer) to identify cash collections over each entire, complete business day. U.S. Patent
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3. The process of claim 2, wherein arranging by the facility for the retailer to be credited by the bank
occurs before the cash deposited into the safe is physically taken out of the safe. 4. The process of
claim 2, wherein arranging by the facility for the retailer to be credited by the bank occurs before the
cash deposited into the safe is physically delivered to a financial institute. 5. The process of claim
2, further comprising the steps of transferring the cash deposited into the safe to the bank, verifying

the amoygt 0 sgé’éé" T(?%Q@@% 95 ea{}béfg 9%2‘?!?@3?&?&3%@ H%%ﬁl?% f’s&?sffeﬂ‘%‘tﬁgé\és%@y"ded to the

retailer based erences any etween't ount an e calc total amount of
cash depepitetnigio the safitcasaflpnoifiecing thpatetahfiledentify aghacdks wdpy dvidiag cnedit to a

retailer for cgsgh i tlons %Cﬁmp” in H]?uﬁt BEH%SS dayomi% ggsgagshvg haSlrleCIialler f{)omaplurallty of
customers ovBi g P aral y of busihess ays

such as the Brink's CompuSafe 4000® safe, may be employed within the present
invention to provide the above-described additional feature of allocating and reporting

credit on a business day basis.

[0062] The features and variations described herein may be applied in instances
where a retailer’s business day coincides with its end of day, or where the business day
does not coincide with the end of day, where the business day coincides or does not
coincide with a calendar day, and/or where the end of day coincides or does not coincide

with the calendar day.

[0063] In addition to the foregoing information provided to the retailer, the
retailer additionally may access the system/database of process facilitator 50 to track the
retailer’s deposits, produce reports, view historical information including exceptions and

variances, and receive statistical information including total expected daily deposits.

[0064]  For retailers with multiple locations, various data and reports are
producible on a store-by-store basis, if desired, to enable individual stores to access their
own deposit/credit activity. Moreover, credit and deposit report data are available to the
retailer on a store-by-store, select group of stores, or entity-wide basis, immediately or
nearly immediately after cash collection and/or crediting the retailer with such cash

collection.

[0065]  As the foregoing-description sets forth, the present invention expedites
funds availability, improves cash flow and provides other features and benefits to
commercial establishments who take-in cash as part of their normal business operations.
In particular, advance credit is provided to retailers in novel manners that enable retailers
to enjoy the benefit of cash collections almost immediately, without having to wait for
those cash collections to be picked-up by armored car service providers, processed and
counted by third party cash processing facilities and then eventually deposited into a bank.
Such post-cash collection activity commonly takes several days, if not more, during which

time retailers historically are not able to utilize the cash funds that have been collected.
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depositing by the retailer the collected cash into a safe disposed at the retailer;  calculating by the
safe, at an end of day for each of the business days, a total amount of cash deposited into the safe
between the end of day of a business day preceding the respective business day and the end of day
for the respective business day; and  electronically transmitting, at the end of day of each of the
business days, a respective data file identifying the respective calculated total amount to enable for the
respecti itin retai | r Ve cal éjrl ted tot b nt. 7. The
processvgfegfggr%gBg?glﬁtiuge?fg%é%&sﬁgq%ig t gg%@%&%&%fﬁﬁg%? lag%% %&brﬁ% ﬁég?ljtlt‘le business days,
the respectiveteechonoally ¢cnabsmiteea ldet acfita) ey tharbanefing bihthedatilitylfoctiba yebaitdy to be
credited by the bank with the re tive calcplated total amount. 8. The process of claim 7,
bbbt e R S S I TG i S
safe ovetible plutatity-ofbwsidesss daysother scBediileproaasslal biathird, purthdr comprising picking up
the cash deposited into the safe in accordance with a pickup schedule; and wherein the end of day
does not coinci@ieoetth thelpickpplsaddidehe present invention including various features and

variations thereof, it is intended that the appended claims be interpreted as including the
embodiments described herein, the alternatives mentioned above, and all equivalents

thereto.
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10. The process of claim 6, wherein each data file identifies the calculated total amount broken down
by business day, including a total amount of cash deposited into the safe between the end of day of
the preceding business day through an end of the preceding business day, and a total amount of cash
deposited into the safe between a beginning of the respective business day and the end of day for the
respective business day. 11. The process of claim 10, further comprising the steps of receiving by
a facilitywﬂ fﬁ%h g‘ifpgﬁsiness days, the respective electronically transmitted data file; and
arranging by the fam ity for the retailer to be credited by the bank on a business day basis based on

the respective Cfilculatgdé%ggkm??)%%g&%?gt i@r@ﬁtrﬁsﬁ’?&%‘{ rellg Erggﬂ%_ Iﬁfeg[ {’nitted data file.

12. The process of claim urther compri e step of providing the retailer with a report
identifyingpenposimis ihectegit provided to the retailer on a business day basis. 13. A process of
providing credit to a retailer for cash collections, comprising the steps of:  collecting cash by a
retailer from a platklityngf casbibm ens i lemplralitypdaraisyl e locstions sovesra period of timme;
depositing by the retailer cash collected at each of the retailer locations into safes respectively
disposed at thedepailgrgdatidresietailealhglatigdvgdezich retpestiie dapewdegpbetivtilotal amount of
cash deposited into the respective safe at each of the retailer locations over the period of time;
calculating by the safe, at a designated time, a total amount of cash deposited into

the safe over said period of time; and

electronically transmitting a data file identifying the calculated total amount of
cash deposited into the safe over said period of time to enable for the crediting of the
retailer by a bank with the calculated total amount of cash deposited into the safe as

identified in the data file.

2. The process of claim 1, further comprising the steps of receiving by a
facility the electronically transmitted data file; and arranging by the facility for the retailer
to be credited by the bank with the calculated total amount of cash deposited into the safe

as identified in the data file.

3. The process of claim 2, wherein arranging by the facility for the retailer to
be credited by the bank occurs before the cash deposited into the safe is physically taken

out of the safe.

4. The process of claim 2, wherein arranging by the facility for the retailer to
be credited by the bank occurs before the cash deposited into the safe is physically

delivered to a financial institute.

5. The process of claim 2, further comprising the steps of transferring the cash

deposited into the safe to the bank, verifying the amount of cash to produce a verified
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electronically transmitting, for each of the retailer locations, a respective data file identifying the
respective calculated total amount deposited at each of the retailer locations; receiving by a facility all
of the electronically transmitted data files; and  arranging by the facility for the retailer to be provided
by a bank with a total credit corresponding to a sum of the calculated total amounts of cash deposited
into the safes at each of the retailer locations as identified in the received data files. 14. The

process(%{n%!ﬁ‘ﬂp d ﬁéﬂgéﬁﬁgﬁﬂé‘ggéﬁﬂ YeU(]SJ&O?'é%(ﬁ@éﬁ%%%”&% bRy igﬁgi?%x@l?%@&% with a

B
total credit occurs the“cash deposited into the safes are physically removed from the safes.
15. The pmcéssvofaidhm 1&; faidibasinwaleuthtingcal redpte dtiveatctalcanmonfint shadgivsiegbaited into the

respectiv% saf? at each f the rﬁgail{sr locations is carried at a respective designated time for each of
.the sa et.as 1 entlgled&n (v ta, 1Lle. . . . . . .
the retailerocations, and a desighated time for a first of the retailer locations is substantially different

from a designated time for a second of the retailer locations. 16. A system for providing bank credit
to a retailer for cash collections, comprising:

6. A process of providing credit to a retailer for cash collections, comprising

the steps of:

collecting cash by a retailer from a plurality of customers over a plurality of

business days;
depositing by the retailer the collected cash into a safe disposed at the retailer;

calculating by the safe, at an end of day for each of the business days, a total
amount of cash deposited into the safe between the end of day of a business day preceding

the respective business day and the end of day for the respective business day; and

electronically transmitting, at the end of day of each of the business days, a
respective data file identifying the respective calculated total amount to enable for the

respective crediting of the retailer by a bank with the respective calculated total amount.

7. The process of claim 6, further comprising the steps of receiving by a
facility, on each of the business days, the respective electronically transmitted data file;
and arranging by the facility for the retailer to be credited by the bank with the respective

calculated total amount.

8. The process of claim 7, wherein the cash deposited into the safe over the
plurality of business days is not withdrawn from the safe over the plurality of business

days.
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cash collected by a retailer from a plurality of customers over a period of time at the retailer location;

a safe disposed at a retailer location, the collected cash deposited into the safe by the retailer, the safe
being adapted to calculate, at a designated time, a total amount of cash deposited into the safe over
the period of time, and adapted to electronically transmit a data file identifying the calculated total
amount of cash deposited into the safe over said period of time to enable for the crediting of the

tailerby a b ith t - f : ited into t ' ified in th
data fle.  cach colld el by s Oy B areler S e pecsrle o 15 S8R BRSSOt the
retailer; inta thiusalityiwhsadedamacivioth thpishfipssdisposechad aviespectivecodebiltyedpksrabity of

locations of th ret(':lihe{lzl ga?mﬁolle%tg(guﬁet each of the plurality of locations of the retailer being

depositeaqu)l)l/C 8}%‘1{[61”61‘ ifts a%cs)?responding respective one of the plurality of safes, each of the safes

being adapted to calculate a respective total amount of cash deposited into the respective safe and
adapted to electronically transmit a respective data file identifying the respective calculated total

amount deposit g at h of the re ilfr locatigns; and a 'l{'t .éor ceiving all &{ he electronically
ransmitted datd hes, TS maboiai g Ao orh R B S ek B e
correspondingtdeokeimndofthé gdlesilated dojal@halingsacbedsindeposifed shtdefha sadaa @t thach of the
or | : , ifiad it th : flog.
retaller %ﬁ él Qtswaeserllqtﬁgtérll%doﬂlta)? orF ﬁlee“ﬁgcgagggl eussiness day through an end of the preceding
business day, and a total amount of cash deposited into the safe between a beginning of

the respective business day and the end of day for the respective business day.

11.  The process of claim 10, further comprising the steps of receiving by a
facility, on each of the business days, the respective electronically transmitted data file;
and arranging by the facility for the retailer to be credited by the bank on a business day
basis based on the respective calculated total amounts identified in the respective

electronically transmitted data file.

12. The process of claim 11, further comprising the step of providing the
retailer with a report identifying amounts of credit provided to the retailer on a business

day basis.

13. A process of providing credit to a retailer for cash collections, comprising

the steps of:

collecting cash by a retailer from a plurality of customers at a plurality of retailer

locations over a period of time;

depositing by the retailer cash collected at each of the retailer locations into safes

respectively disposed at the retailer locations;

calculating by each respective safe a respective total amount of cash deposited into

the respective safe at each of the retailer locations over the period of time;
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electronically transmitting, for each of the retailer locations, a respective data file
identifying the respective calculated total amount deposited at each of the retailer

locations;
receiving by a facility all of the electronically transmitted data files; and

arranging by the facility for the retailer to be provided by a bank with a total credit
corresponding to a sum of the calculated total amounts of cash deposited into the safes at

each of the retailer locations as identified in the received data files.

14.  The process of claim 13, wherein arranging by the facility for the retailer to
be provided by the bank with a total credit occurs before the cash deposited into the safes

are physically removed from the safes.

15.  The process of claim 13, wherein calculating a respective total amount of
cash deposited into the respective safe at each of the retailer locations is carried at a
respective designated time for each of the retailer locations, and a designated time for a
first of the retailer locations is substantially different from a designated time for a second

of the retailer locations.

16. A system for providing bank credit to a retailer for cash collections,

comprising:

cash collected by a retailer from a plurality of customers over a period of time at

the retailer location;

a safe disposed at a retailer location, the collected cash deposited into the safe by
the retailer, the safe being adapted to calculate, at a designated time, a total amount of cash
deposited into the safe over the period of time, and adapted to electronically transmit a
data file identifying the calculated total amount of cash deposited into the safe over said
period of time to enable for the crediting of the retailer by a bank with the calculated total

amount of cash deposited into the safe as identified in the data file.
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17. A system for providing credit to a retailer for cash collections, comprising:

cash collected by a retailer from a plurality of customers at a plurality of locations

of the retailer;

a plurality of safes, each of the safes disposed at a respective one of the plurality of
locations of the retailer, cash collected at each of the plurality of locations of the retailer
being deposited by the retailer into a corresponding respective one of the plurality of
safes, each of the safes being adapted to calculate a respective total amount of cash
deposited into the respective safe and adapted to electronically transmit a respective data
file identifying the respective calculated total amount deposited at each of the retailer

locations; and

a facility for receiving all of the electronically transmitted data files, the facility
adapted to arrange for the retailer to be provided with a total credit corresponding to a sum
of the calculated total amounts of cash deposited into the safes at each of the retailer

locations as identified in the received data files.
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