ABSTRACT Title of Invention: Purging Apparatus and Purging Method The
object of the present invention is to shorten a purge operation tine
of a purging apparatus. A pod opener 21 is an apparatus for purging
the inside of a reticle pod 1 having a pod cover 5 and an openabl e
bottomlid 7 by supplying and discharging a clean gas to and 5 from
the inside of the reticle pod 1. The pod opener 21 conprises a stage
25, an elevator driving nmechanism 41, a | atch nechanism 13, and a
suppl yi ng-di schargi ng section 49. ghersiage 25 can attach and renove
the bottomlid 7 to and fromthe pod cover 5. The el evator driving
mechani sm 41 can nove the stage 25. The | atch nechani sm 13 serves to

nove a | atch nenbditid &f meaitidny Perdiag lAppkritieahdPuading Mitilod 0 t he pod
cover 5 such that it cannot be 10 detached and to rel ease the | ocked

state of the bottomlid 7. The supplying-discharging section 49 is
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an operation | ocking the bottomlid covers
apparatus. A pod opener 21 is an apparatus for pm ging the inside of a 1et1c1e pod 1

having a pod cover 5 and an openable bottom lid 7 by supplying and discharging a clean
gas to and 5 from the inside of the reticle pod 1. The pod opener 21 comprises a stage 25,
an elevator driving mechanism 41, a latch mechanism 13, and a supplying-discharging
section 49. The stage 25 can attach and remove the bottom lid 7 to and from the pod
cover 5. The elevator driving mechanism 41 can move the stage 25. The latch
mechanism 13 serves to move a latch member 15 contrived to lock the bottom lid 7 to
the pod cover 5 such that it cannot be 10 detached and to release the locked state of the
bottom lid 7. The supplying-discharging section 49 is contrived to start purging before
the latch member 15 has completed an operation of locking the bottom lid 7 to the pod

cover 5.
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