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Abstract: A method of transmitting digital information uses the steps of
forward error correction coding (56) a plurality of bits  of digital
information (54) using complementary pattern-mapped convolutional codes,
modulating (62) a plurality of carrier signals  with the forward error
correction coded bits, and transmitting (76) the modulated carrier signals.
The modulation can include the  step of independently amplitude shift
keying the in-phase and quadrature components of the QAM constellation
using Gray codes  corresponding to amplitude levels. Receivers for such
signals are also described.  


