. The invention provides nmethods of preparing water- insoluble polysaccharide
_ Sponges, and sponges obtai ned by,reans' of ‘'t he nmethods. The net hods
conprise: (a) providing an aqueous solution of a soluble polysacchari de;

" (b) freezing the solution; (c) treating the frozen solution with a

wat er - mi sci bl e organi ¢ sol vent such as #3opropanol to effect sol vent
exchange for the water in the frozen solution; and (d) drying the

resulting polysaccharide nmaterial. The_grgani ¢ solvent contains a
cross-1linking agent such as cal cium to render the polysaccharide
wat er -i nsol ubl e in the sol vent-exchange step (c). The resulting
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pol ysacchari de sponges:

5 The invention provides methods of preparing water-
insoluble polysaccharide sponges, and sponges obtained by
means of the methods. The methods comprise: (a) providing
an aqueous solution .of a soluble polysaccharide; (b)
freezing the solution; (c) treating the frozen solution with

10 a water-miscible organic solvent such as isopropanol to
effect solvent exchange for the water 1in the frozen
solution; and (d) drying the resulting pblysaccharide
material.  The organic solvent contains a cross-linking
agent such as calcium chloride to render the polysaccharide

15 water-insoluble in the solvént—exchange step (c). The
resulting materials are more conformable and less friable
than freeze-dried polysaccharide sponges.



