20 April 2005 1 NMETHOD AND SYSTEM FOR A VI DEO ANSWERI NG MACHI'NE TECHNI CAL
FI ELD OF THE | NVENTION This invention relates generally to data

conmuni cations and nore particularly to a nmethod and systgmf,@}rz{)@s vi deo
answering machi ne. BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON Answering machi nes are
extrenely useful devices both in home and business settings. Al though the
functionality of answering machines have inproved dramatically in recent

Lo SO AND TR e eI WA oHREE,
can still mgﬁm %ﬁ I@cllﬂ-g@zordance
wi th an aspect of the present invention, there is provided a video
answeri ng nmachi ne conprising, video data recordi ng neans, responsive to a
controller means, a video answering nachi ne conprising for accepting and

recordi ng an out goi ng video nessage, audi o data recordi ng neans,
responsive to said controller neans, for accepting and recording an

out goi NFECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION
This invention relates generally to data communications and more

particularly to a method and system for a video answering machine.

ACKGROUND OF THE N
Answering machines are extremely useful devices both in home and
business settings. Although the functionality of answering machines have
improved dramaﬁmliy in recent years, due primarily to the digiﬁzation of many

functions, improvements can still be made.




audi o nessage, data storage neans, responsive to said controller neans, for
storing said outgoing video nessage and sai d outgoi ng audi o nessage, said
control l er means for accepting an inconing call froma cal b@hprif2e0s
determining a device type associated with said incomng call, for
responding to said incomng call using either said outgoing video nessage
or said outgoing audi o nessage in accordance wth said associ ated device
type and for accepting either an audi2o response or a video response from
said caller in accordance with said associated device type, said data

st or a0 FRRVIAR YO R ENVENRIONcONt rol er neans, for storing said audio
response—darna sard viueo Tesponse, video data player neans, responsive to
said controller neans, for retrieving and playing said outgoing video
nmessage, an%%@b@dadﬁb&vﬁh@lfleﬁsg@ﬁﬁﬁthd pEgzens inventionsthiete ¢goprovatiedm neans,
for retrieving and playing said outgoing audi o nessage. In accordance with
anot heg; ASPacty, %Hﬁcﬂﬁﬁsgd}hngﬁﬁ)‘xﬁnW&éb dafie 'i‘@c?ﬁiin@ "RYARE GedpBREivRd Of
provi di'ng a vi deo fansweri ng chi'e ‘conprising the “steps of, providing a
vi deo data recordi ng neans, .responsive to a.controller. ans, said video
dat a r 886 BPRGOMERTBeRRS i ideq GRABGEHRE MAPHIBE SOMBHSIE 10 A Ror | |
2005 2a video nessage, providing an audi o data recordi ng neans, responsive
to sai dnd recording an outgoing video message, audio data recording means,

responsive to said controller means, for accepting and recording an outgoing
audio message, data storage means, responsive to said controller means, for
storing said outgoing video message and said outgoing audio message, said
controller means for accepting an incoming call from a caller, for determining a
device type associated .with said incoming call, for responding to said incoming

call using either said outgoing video message or said outgoing audio message in

accordance with said associated device type and for accepting either an audio
response or a video response from said caller in accordance with said associated
device type, said data storage means, responsive to said controller means, for
‘storing said audio response and said video response, video data player means,
‘responsive to said controller means, for retrieving and playing said outgoing
video message; and audio data player means, responsi\}e to said controlier

means, for retrieving and playing said outgoing audio message.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method of providing a video answering machine comprising the
steps of, providing a video data recording means, responsive to a controller

means, said video data recording means operable to accept and record an outgoing




control l-er means, said audi o data recordi ng nmeans operable to accept and

- record an outgoi ng audi o nessage, providing a data storage neans,

responsive to said controller neans, said data storage negmgp@mmoﬁble to
store said outgoing video nessage and sai d out goi ng audi o nessage,
providing said controller neans, said controller neans operable to accept
an incomng call froma caller, to determ ne a device type associated with
said incomng call, to respond to sai d2ai ncoming call using either said

out goi ng vi deo nessage or said outgoing audi o message in accordance with

3?&335@%&%&6%{?&0&3@@@% ﬁa{ﬁq qié’taass?ﬁ&nééﬁé‘@erisﬁé‘%a%ﬁ’% bl ed devi ce

type, providing said data S, responsu@g to said, controller
‘means, CoBi@lighiRcaNsep it ﬁ%‘? IRg ReaIPREIERI G APt onse and
said V|deo response, prOV|d|ng a video data player neans, respqgnsive to
said ceoandon entgemmaudisanessageiguovisting pldaje storegemeapsyteBpensive i@t ri eve
and play said outgoing video nessage, and providing an audio data player
means, saielsgomeolies méamss said davastorbge mewmansperabledtossidiosaldtautgbmger neans
operable to retrieve and play said outgoing audio nmessage. 20 April 2005 3
DESCRI BiddNrfdssdddandeyidNedeoing audio message, providing said controller
means, said controller means operable to accept an incoming call from a caller,
to determine a device type associated with said incoming call, to respond to said
" incoming call using either said outgoing video message or said outgoing audio
message in accordance with said associated device type, and to accept either an
audio response or a video response from said caller in accordance with said
associated device type, providing said data storage means, responsive to said
controller means, said data storage means operable to store said audio response
and said video response, providing a video data player means, responsive to said
controller means, said video data player means operable to retrieve and play said
outgoing video message, and providing an audio data player means, responsive

to said controller means, said audio data player means operable to retrieve and

play said outgoing audio message.




These and other features of the invention that will be apparent to those
skilled inthe art fromthe follow ng detail ed description of the
invention, taken together with the acconpanyi ng draw ngs. 26 Agril 2bos S @

bl ock diagramillustrating a systemin accordance with the present
invention; Fig. 2 is a flowdiagramillustrating operation of a systemin
accordance wth the present invention;3and Fig. 3 illustrates operation of

a call I@%ﬁﬁﬂ e corace with the present invention. 20 April
2005 4 o OROLHE DRAWINGS\VENTI ON Fig. 1 shows. a systemin
accordance with the present invention. As shown in Fig. 1, processor 10

i ncl udes a cdfheselantboilier fé2tures dftle: ivestioasthel willoks heparentaodiote

deconpression nodule 16, a nenory 18, an audi o data player 20, an audio

Aso o o if?"ta?d“wa tomproc%m‘%?ssd Sgpia %B‘Efaﬁfé%éﬁg%%‘i?{@??%%%? 21,
' 3 ' 2 27. in Fig. 1
s SepalpatEn it e asbnPlosmeimatptit o tha

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a system in accordance with the

present invention;
Fig. 2 is a flow d.lagram illustrating operation of a system in accordance
with the present invention; and |

Fig. 3 illustrates operation of a mll handler module in accordance with

the present invention.




two or nore of the conponents shown in Fig. 1 nay be integrated into a
single device. For exanple, it is contenplated that a video-capabl e device
such as a video phone may be used to inplenent several of 24 Agrifdenst | ona
conponents of the present invention in Fig. 1. It is also contenplated,

for exanple, that a general purpose -digital conputer nmay be used to

i npl ement several of the functional cgnhponents of the present invention as
shown in Fig. 1. Those skilled in the art will readily understand ot her
equi val BETAHLEBRDRSCRIDHY THE § INTEON 1. Fig. 2 illustrates
operation of the control module 12 shomn in Fig. I. At deC|5|on bl ock 30,

: ng:r; Ingcggsl [Eggqs%w;?m%z Theﬂ %&B] g’é{%g%e the con‘?&olﬁggt e
't s CHeRR Bl Urgbedtfe 1B soiiET itrol Fpmisg A% aclath RO ERal | <

transmttog fromthe calling device. .20 April 2005 5 1In addition to
answer i dﬂymnmnﬁqngm@dul%le tehmematydl8a anvaardio datmpldyee i n
accordance W|th the present invention is operable to accept and process

funct i ori20, ancemdioldatadecordénR2, a sidedeabita ipdiydr 24 kaniba videotduthreborder

26. Also connected to processor 10 is a data storage 19, a speakér 21, a
microphone 23, a display 25 and a camera 27.

Althdugh show n in Fig. 1 as separate components, it is contemplated that
two or more of the components shown in Fig. 1 may be integrated into a single
dewce For example? it is conterﬁplated that a videompable device such as a
videq phone may be used to implement several of the functional components of
the present invention in Fig. 1. It is also contemplated, for example, that a
'general purpose digital computer may be used to implement several of the
functional components of the present invention as shown in Fig. 1. Those skilled
in the art.will readily understand other equivalents to the structure illustrated
in Fig. 1.

Fig. 2 illustrates operation of the control module 12 shown in Fig. 1. At
decision block 30, if an incoming call is not answered, the control module 12
' plcks up the incoming call as shown at block 32. Then, at block 34, the controller
" module determines what type of device the incoming call is received from. It is
anﬁenqﬂauaLib?exanqﬂe;ﬂnn;mﬂneiype(ﬁﬁdénﬁﬁﬁngsmgwdistﬁnmmﬁﬁed

' from the calling device.




codes are not received, processing continues at block 38 where control 'is
transferred to a call handler, the operation of which is shown in Fig. 3
and discussed hereinbelow |f; however, control codes arexzg@agsiaoes at

deci sion block 36, processing continues at decision block 40. The possible
control codes include a nessage playback control code and a record

out goi ng nessage control code. At deC|§|on bl ock 40, if the nessage

pl ayback control code is received, and™ if, at decision block 46, the

control nodul dn1addiicx rﬁnnenswmangt andi pmmiggchidomgsca]mem@&lﬂé@m a

vi deo- capabl e device, processing continues at decision block 48. At

~deci si on aniswesingS meching @ | ficordnrith VRith! B ﬁ?‘l%dgﬁab e{‘&&?'ﬁegﬁfg@@tﬁé ayback

of recorded nessages. This gives the caller

recordedg, or r.tine- a,.reasops. For
~ exanpl g, aiit hougﬁ' t%e5 cia'%ﬁfléﬁalé)%&foimglﬁﬂga lﬂa‘ég’ﬂg P

Vi deo-cagf’gl e deV| ce my‘mﬁl so be viewabl e by other persons , the video
portion Bl receivasl, cprosessing eanfinmes| sl hleckn |38, waliaxe, cm.’ttmie- si on
bl ock 48, if V|deo pl ayback is requested, operation contlnues at bl ock 50

wher e t héransfenred dore sall dendler, ﬂxeebpézaﬁﬁd Mhidham ghéwadin Fl%’(hs i | er

for playback on the video-capable deV|ce at deci sion bl oc t he
i nconi ng dielibsdBhaRinbaew! IEChdw&yara hf%e%\q
deci si on bl ock 48, althougﬁgthe dev?ce type |n§ﬁ%a es a é%bég%

devi ce, 36%&0@&@‘@ Witinded X alSAS TS 4 PHhé tpIog:aunbﬁaoerc])tl:lli;rr&I %gdcg;t include
)

a message playback control code and a record outgoing message control code.

At decision block 40, if the message playback control code is received, and
if, at decision block 46, the control module 12 determined that the incoming call
was received from a video-capable device, processing continues at decision block
48. At decision block 48, the caller is given the option to receive video playback
of recorded messages. This gives the caller the ability to review the recorded
messages in private, for security or for hme-sawng reasons. For example,
ahbmpghthecdkwissﬁzavkkm«apﬂﬂedeﬁuaihevﬂkb«zp&ﬂb«kwﬂn:n&y

- algo be viewable by other persons. Or, the video portion of the video-capable
device may be inoperable. Thus, at decision block 48, if video playback is
requesth_openuﬁn1cunﬁnnestn;bkmk.SO'whenaﬁﬁe nmmmded'nmmsageszﬁm
nﬁﬁswmiandtuumhﬁﬁﬁdtnthecaﬂerﬁm;mnﬂwmkonthevhkmﬂmpauhwkwﬂw.

If, at decision block 46, the incoming call is not received from a video-
capable device or if, at deﬁﬁon block 48, alﬂlough the device type indicates a
video-capable device, video playback is not requested, operation continues at

block 52 where anly the audio portion of the recorded messages are retrieved and




bl ock 52 where only the audio portion of the recorded messages are | '
retrieved and 20 April 2005 6 transmtted. Operation then continues at
.decision block 54 to continue processing other control codegapfidoecessary.
I f, at decision block 40, the control code was not the nessage pl ayback
control code, operation continues at decision block 42. If, at decision
~ block 42, the received control code i% a record outgoing nessage control
code, and if,. at. dacision block 56, tRe device type fraomwhich the control
" code vvars&%t%éd Sﬁms&'@vmﬁ%%l degisipp, blocky, &datp opontinue nues at
deci sion block 58. At decision block 58, although the received call is
from a \Ardesssingdbercanduol coded ifmecessatyer i s gi ven the option of recording
an audi o only nessage. Thus, if, at decision block 58, the caller chooses
to record a Vfdgodémssn HedORO! Mié eintr6l0&ideWaS s e video
message i s recorded and stored If, at de§$%ion b OJEEQ%F i gwgggﬁggytype
I ndi cat vi deo .capabl.e devige-.ar i at,degi sign.hlo 8., he
caller € %@EOE&R%GP 0 %OE‘SP?P%P%%%E?@?%(J%@ %%’eﬁgtq"b e@%‘ﬁ??‘ﬁﬂé& 4%t bl ock
62 where, an aquf nmessage. i s recorded and stored. Fig. 3 is another flow

di agr amthgireseived gentrek eadenisen sevend entzomg messageneomdrolepdeyaodi inaty t hi n

the control nmodule 12. As shown at decision block 60, if
decision block 56, the device type from which the control code was received

hnﬁun3811vﬁixranxﬂﬂethﬁﬁaa(mmnmmnzcanﬁnues:ﬁ;dedsku1bhxk:58. At
decision block 58, although the received call is from a video-capable device, the
caller is' given thé option of recording an audio only message. Thus, if, at
decision block 68, the caller chooses to record a video message, operation
continues at block 60 ﬁrhere the video message is recorded and stored.
If, at decision block 56, the device type indicates a non-video capable
~ device or if, at decision block _58, the caller elects ndt to record a video message,
(uxnaﬁon(nnﬁﬁmesawtﬂodk62vﬂnueznlaudmanumsageisremndedzumlmmrmi
Fig. 3 is another flow diagram which illustrates operation of the call
handling fanction within the control module 12, As shown at decision block 60, if
the incoming call is received from a video-capable device, operaﬁon.conﬁnues to
decision block 68 where, if an outgoing video message is available, and if, at
~ decision block 72, a video message is requested, conirol continues to block 76
where the outgoing video message is retrieved and transmitted.
If, at decision block 'is,_ the da]l_er elects to Mrd a response, as discussed
hereinabove, the caller is given the option at decision block 79 to record a video

response, even is calling from a video-capable device, for privacy, security and/or




the incomng call is received froma video-capabl e device, operation
- continues to decision block 68 where, if, an outgoing video nessage is
. available, and if, at decision block 72, a video nessage i 3onghUResed,
control continues to block 76 where the outgoing video nessage is .
retrieved and transmtted. If, at decision block 78, the caller elects to
record a response, as discussed hereifabove, the caller is given the
option at, decision block 79 to record a_video response, even is calling
froma videsaapgreasamsyifa videe responseis elestad at decisiondloglp 78peentroloos 7
time-saving reasons. If a video response is elected at decision block 79,
control - comtihuesids bloch| 80 kwhérewtls evitdbe resplamer &5 recsrdedsandcsioged and
stored O herw se, an audio response is recorded and stored at bl ock 82. If

no res pOm&M&M%&@:@@M%@&MMﬁ%ﬂ% t@g?:\l?#gqieo toring

the audio or video response, operations termn eci si on
S, T A B o o e 5 o £,
decision block 72, a video nessage i s not requested, operation continues a
deci si onTefpseRe,@perationsderminate; on bl ock 62, an out goi ng audi o nessage
avail able, the outgoing video nessage is retrieved and transmtted at
~ block 64. O hRetaritng to decision block 60, if the calling device is not a video-capable
device, or if, at decision block 68, an outgoing video message is not available, or
- if, at decision block 72, a video message is not requested, operation continues a
decision block 62. ¥, at decision block 62, an outgoing audio message available,
the outgoing video message is retﬁevgd and transmitted at block 64. Otherwise,
operation continues é.t decision block 78 as discussed hereinai)ove.
Returning to Fig. 1, included in the structure illustrated is a data
- compression module 14 and a data decompression module 16. These modules
:nn1mmdtoommpnwsandd&mmqne&%r&qmdﬁmbnboﬂrﬁdedandandknkﬁaﬁnr
storage and for transmission to the calling device. The audio data player 20 is
operable to playback audio data through the speaker 21. The video data player
.24 is 6perable to playback video data on the display 25. The audio data recorder
22 controls recording of audio data retrieved through the microphone 23. The
- video data recorder 26 controls recording of video data retrieved through the
camera 27. The data storage 19 is used for long term storage data including the
audio and video data discﬁssed hereinabove. The memory 18 serves as short-

term storage data including the audio and video data discussed hereinabove.




gperation continues at decision block 78 as di scussed herei nabove.
Returning to Ig. 1, included in the structure illustrated is a data
conpression nodul e 14 and a data deconpression nodule 16. Jfgsgldwpsiul es

are used to conpress and deconpress, respectively, both video and audi o
data for storage and for transm ssion to the calling device. The audio
data player 20 is operable to playbackgaudio data through the speaker 21.
The vi deo data pIayer 24 is operable to playback video data on the display
25. The QIR B NS 22 controls recording of audio data retrieved
through the nlcrophone 23. The video data recorder 26 controls recordi ng

of video dat IR phddet Sivdrtion §AHGIPa au%&g% deseribeg i s used

for long term storage data i ncl uding the V|deo data di scussed

Qﬁalelongﬁﬁvg?t&glgeag&p@ S@Vﬁs i@grt terE tor agg gg %?I ncl U&il ng the

EMBODI MENTS Al t hough the present invention and its advantages have been
~descr i b@dterations can be made henein withontidepading ftem thespirik andsegpe of
substitutions and alterations can be nmade herein w thout departing from

the spi the imvshtiuomedefined bethewsinded dgingef | ned by the appended cl ai ns.

Hre”




20 April 2005 9 WHAT LS CLAIMED . 1. A video answering machi ne conpri sing.
vi deo data recordi ng neans, responsive to a controller neans, for accepting
‘and recordi'ng an outgoi ng video nessage; audi o data recordgag_npgm§,
responsive to said controller means, * for accepting and recordlng an

out goi ng audi o nessage; data storage neans, responsive to said controller
means, for storing said outgoing videg nmessage and said outgoing audio
nessage; .|o controller nmeans for accepting an incomng call froma
~caller, ¥ g2 Sl :devi ce type associated with said incomng call;
for respondlng to said incomng call using either said outgoing video

. message or said outgoing audio nessage in accordance with said associ ated
devi ce type and for accepting either an audi o response or a vi deo response
fromsaid calfer “RV%ﬁ%@Hﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂégﬁﬁ# ssoci ated device type; said data-
st orage neans, responsive to S ans for storing said audio
response and said yi deo response; video data player nmeans, responsive to
said contr ol |g§ r means, responsive to a controller means, for

accepting and recording an outgoing video message;

audio data recording means, responsive to said controller means, for
:u@apﬁngandnmmnﬁnganouugﬁngwuuﬁonmmmmyg
data storage means, responsive to said controller means, for storing said
outgoing video message and said outgoing audio message;
said controller means for éccepﬁng an incoming call from a caller, for
deﬂaznhﬁngzidbvkniypeaa&xiaﬂxlvﬁﬂnsahihumnﬁng«xﬂLibrremmnuﬁngin
said incoming call using either said outgoing video message or said outgoing
_audkruwm&mminzuxunkuwevdﬂlmﬁdzwmxmﬂndikwhmiypeandihrzumapﬁng
either an audio response or a video response from said caller in accordance with

said associated device type;

S
S

said data storage means, ;esponsive to eaid controller means, for storing
said audio response and said video response;

video data player means, responsive to sald controller means, for
‘retrieving and playing said outgoing video message; and

audio data player means, responsive to said controller means, for

retrieving and phﬁng said outgoing audio message.




retrieving and playing said outgoing video nessage; and audi o data pl ayer
nmeans, responsive to said controller neans, for retrieving and pl ayi ng
sai d outgoi ng audi o nessage. 20 April 2005 10 2. The systQ@hBﬁuﬁhﬁin11
Wherein said controller neans further includes control code processor neans
for detecting and processing control codes received fromsaid caller. 3.
The system of Cl aim 2 wherein said codlol code processor neans includes
nmessage pl ayback means, responsive to said control codes and said

associ-at ed dévi ce Theosystemr of Claimv il nghereint saids cordtrolhy eidaner fimgher audi o
response or said video response to said caller. 4. The systemof Caim2

wher ei n jdudes etitil cod ﬁﬁad@te%ﬁﬁ% %&J&eﬂ%e message
nmeans, responsive to sal d control codes an alg assocl egl e\(ﬁoggstype
for acc i.bhef a new out goi ng audi o nessage or a new out goi ng
vi deo ng‘gé‘%g%iﬁ%’rwﬁ‘gﬁaﬁ% | er; said data storage neans, responsive to
said controller neans, for storing said new outgoing audio nessage and

sai d new out goi ng video nessage fromsaid caller. 5. The systemof Caiml
further including data conpression neans,

3. The system of Claim 2 wherein said control code processor means
includes message playback means, responsive to said control codes and said

associated device type, for retrieving and transrmttmg either said audio response

R

or said video response to said caller.

4, The system of Claim 2 wherein said control code processor means
includes change outgoing message means, responsive to said control codes and
said associated device type, for accepting and either a new outgoing audio
message or a new outgoing video message from said caller; said data storage
means, responsive fo said confroller mear;s, for storing said new outgoing audio

message and said new outgoing video message from said caller.

5. -'The system of Claim 1 further incduding data compression means,
responsive to said controller means, for compressing said outgoing video message
or said outgoing audio message or said audio response or said video response to

generate compressed data before storage.




responsive to said controller nmeans, for conpressing said outgoing video
nmessage or said outgoing audi o nessage or said audi o response or said
video response to generate conpressed data before storagegga@;irfos! 2005
11 6. The systemof Caim1l1 further including data deconpression neans,
responsive to said controller means, for deconpressing said conpressed
data retrieved fromsaid data storage.. 7. A nmethod of providing a video

answeri ng machi ne npri si ng providing a video data
recordi ng maagr @g 9&)%&@“@ Aneluding dlata decdeprésgion
recordi ng means operable to accept and record an outgoing video nessage;

provi di ngeans,aesponsive o0 saidocoditrofleranesns, fos deashpmesiiay waid coapresker

nmeans, said audi o data recordi ng neans operable to accept and record an

out goi nmd@mmmgg%@ data storage means, responsive to said
controll er neans, said data storage neans operable to store said outgoi ng

vi deo nessage and said outgoing audi o nessage;

7. A method of providing a video answenng machine comprising the
.sumeoﬁ
providing a video data recording means, responsive to a controller means,
», said video data recording means operable to accept and record an outgoing video
message;
pnnndnu;anzmuhothna:nxmnhnglmmanﬂ,reqmnnnvein said controller
means, saxlamdn)daﬁirmmﬁbng means openﬂﬂe to accept and record an
outgoing audio message;
pnnddﬁmgackwasﬂnagenmmnsgﬂmpundmetosaklanwnﬂkwlnannasaki
data storage means operable to store said outgoing video message and said
outgoing audio message;
providing said controller means, said controller means operable to accept
ain incoming call from a caller, to determine a device type associated with said
~incoming call, to respond to said incoming call using either said outgoing video
message or said outgoing audio message in accordance with said associated
device type, and to accept either an audio response or a video response from said

caller in accordance with said associated device tfpe;




providing said controller means, said controller neans operable to accept
an incomng call froma caller, to determ ne a device type associated with
.said inconming call, to respond to, said inconming call usingagitdees said
out going video nessage or said outgoing audi o nmessage in accordance with
'said associated device type, and to accept either an audio response or a
~video response fromsaid caller in ggcordance wit h sai d associ ated devi ce

type; 20 Aprl Vi sal data st.or ans esponsive to
sai d control I'é %’@gﬁ}ﬁdsg%% @f‘%&s M5ALGTEFRIREVE @F@“ﬁ%@@&id audi o

respons 38 aid video response; prOV|d|n a V|deo data pl ayer neans,
responsﬁ’@%aéi giorage mmeans eperablenty stovesaid/ audiv respenss andrsaidaidemper abl e
.to retrieve and play said outgoing video nessage; and providing an audi o
dat a pl x¢gponseans, responsive to said controller neans, said audio data

pl ayer neans operable to retrieve and play said outgoing audio nessage.

METHOD AND SYadwldidg R vided 882 player means, responsive to said controller means,
said video data player means operable to retrieve and play said outgoing video
nxmmuggand‘

providing an audio data player means, responsive to said controller
) means, said audio data player means operable to retrieve and play said outgoing

audio message.




ANSWERI NG MACHI NE ABSTRACT The present invention is a video answer
machi ne whi.ch i ncludes a video data recorder (26) for accepting and
-recording an outgoing video nessage, an audio data recordggapa2oos or
accepti.ng and recordi ng an outgoi ng audyg nessage, and data storage (19)
for storing said outgoing video nessage and said outgoing audio nessage.
Al so included in the vi dequErsoRrANg SESIEM GO A VADEC ol - nodul e (12) for
accepting an incomng call fromANSKERING MAOHINE ermi ni ng a device type
associated with the incomng call, for responding to the incom ng cal
using either the outgoing video nesaBS®RACTt he out goi ng audi o nmessage in
accordance wth the associ ated device type and for accepting either an
audi o response or a Vvideo response fromthe caller in accordance with said

associ at ed dePheé grégéReinveritiiy 8 al video answer machine which includes a video
data recorder (26) for accepting and recording an outgoing video message, an
audio data recorder (22) for accepting and recording an outgoing audio message,
and data storage (19) for storing said outgoing video .message and said outgoing

audio message. Also included in the video answering machine is a control

SN

module (12} for accepting an incoming call from a caller, for determining a device
type associated with the incoming call, for responding to the incoming call using
either the outgoing video message or the outgoing audio message in accordance
with the associated devioe type and for accepting either an éudio respbnse or a

video response from the caller in accordance with said associated device type.

Figure 1




