2 0 JUL 2005 Desk and Desking System The present invention relates
gener.al |y to desks and desking systens for supporting conputers 2 HhdUbt M5
el'ectroni c devices. 5 Desks and desking systenms for supporting conputers
are well known. A typical conputer desk conprises a nmain desktop and,
often, various drawers and cupboards, possibly with one or nore of the
drawers and/or stands for use in carrying a conputer keyboard and/ or
view ng screen (VDU). They may even include a drawer, rack or stand for
the central processing unit chassis to 10 hide it away at the back or

besi de a desk | eg rather than pBeskinshDesking Systemmhe desktop or on the

fl oor adjacent or under the desk. Wiere a series of desks are used, for
exanple in an office of networked conputers each desk is generally

separ at eTHe @aehhiaveitivaslars deddidlyno \@esksand deskinpGlystonmi € seppirinteongputespp! i ed
to each desk individually from power and cable connection points on the

f1 oor arfldgtthegglectronic deyiCefany situati ons roons are set up with one or nore
rows _.of desks, each desk carrying one or nore respective conputers. These
set ups are conmmon in for exanpl e educational establishment classroons and
of fices. Déﬁsyncbdesldngsystekasﬁﬂ suppartiny ¢ompulters arlearmﬂdei;vdeAbtypﬁhldmnqmteﬁﬂMr W se

adj acent one. anot he Desk ste U|re pa cabling to
the compPREFISET HEadLss é‘%ﬁ \PE‘F‘P gEousdy; E‘iSéP fﬂ‘?évrpggs%‘é(\)’f 1&3 of giore
exanpl e Might alaR¥ROAN: siRESHOr uf¥ih @5&&1 a %&ﬁﬁﬁl&f key! bodrd atBE ViBPingRELYEEN the
processor and peripheral devices, %etmeen varlous perlpheral devi ces,

(iii) t(é/ﬂbléhdﬁt@ymymem mhslefadtrawem mlnelt stapsldesthe centril progyssing vadwhassigdes

net wor k c Iln 0 s to .each qgth to_ ot er
dovi Des 10y SORP B AhiiE= ARuORRULS b 3uRRine Mo The A3fohRsfh e
Conmonl yﬂcuﬁadj aseﬁs betider te désial Wihgrev defied SRTesksGadhed, foReangse tydnngfitdem
together with plastic cable ties, string, or plastlc "Cabl e Zi p" tubes.

Wher e t Histwenkpd sorapyers efqhedesk Wﬂﬁrﬁﬂmem@&fr% thpeathers and the ppwaidnd and power
outlets él&:%%nﬁ:@ %aﬁlﬁ%qgsdp%h&hﬁ) Jal:l?ﬁésk 19&1@1?1391}}% E)ox;vgpzi?ﬁ cable connection points

on the floor and/or wall.

15
In many situations rooms are set up with one or more rows of desks, each desk carrying one or
more respective computers. These set ups are common in for example educational establishment
classrooms and offices. Many of these desks will often be placed side-by-side or otherwise
adjacent one another.

20

Existing Desk systems require (i) power cabling to the computer processors and various
computer peripheral devices, for example VDU, keyboard, mouse, printers, scanner, (ii) cabling
between the processor and peripheral devices, and between various peripheral devices, (iii)
telephone connections for Internet access, and (iv) in some cases network cabling connecting the
25  computers to each other and to other devices. Various attempts have been made to overcome this
problem. Commonly used systems for dealing with these cables include tying them together with
plastic cable ties, string, or plastic “Cable Zip” tubes. Where the cables cross the floor from
desk to desk or from cable and power outlets they are taped to the floor, placed under rubber
cable protectors that form ridges on top of the floor, or are placed in trunking under the floor.

30  Loose cabling and the currently used systems are unsightly and dangerous. The cabling is subject
1



cable protectors that formridges on top of the floor, or are plgﬁga i N 05
trunki'ng under the floor. 30 Loose cabling and the currently use é%e%%
are unsightly and dangerous. The cabling is subject 1 2 0 JUL 2005 to
damage t hrough being bent, things being dropped on it, people tripping over
it or walking on it. It is also allows easy access to vandals. People can
becone caught up in |oose cables and injure thenselves or danage the

equi pnent. Taping cables to the floor with or without the use of rubber

protectors create ri.dge whi ch ople can tri.p.and it can _becone

Gi spl acLidaaze teppeh e brl s Fine droppe it h e RS SRR SNSE HaR N el O o
car ef ul ity H i8lao @Hdw¥\bds aédeSs 108/a8YAE Peosle BAEKCHMB cAYPINLS ilIBbsRGables alded
preci sely for each desk. Each connection point is expensive to purchase
and i nsimne thanaselyjes or dangage dlae eqyipnast b aping cables inthsfiloor with et witheutithe yspof
arrange : iS.r . on
ot i o FLBLstbfs o Kool Gultf 0P it i GHNLEER dablB0R T
per i phecadsimgeishags TiatdngsteRpesivetana tndelsddandulbelaiitodt odttiBelrelsvatr  under

t he desk, typically on the floor or a small stand, the equipnent is easily
danaged COMIEERYY PoiRfp bripg logatef pregiselyfor eachdask. (Each conngchanpoinds sXeByivesi8ne or

all of Fﬂx%hfsglé.h@ g:gfb 1. T fecrandahl fiﬁﬁ'it)?fn an%tff?%g%aéﬁﬁff th& A B EmBRI Pthe

difficufty wt sktop systens that sit on't sktop 1's that they take
up val dedks é& tddskchaped gas equinest the sonrecpinn mdnts trbeahbrexd, whieh is éxpensiveanpl e
paper based ones. Wth the conputer chassis and VDU both on the desktop, a
person working at the desktop effectively has their Iine of sight cut-off
in {4 ontyigH cdnifier pFdYeSsotsSaniddietipRethieh iePuded Wth@MstiNg AeksR HeRpAbcated on or
environnents where both teacher and pupil can work nore effectively if they
have vi yoddr thedesladypically anithe Soey ay@ smaflistandcthe pquiphéntdeeasily daorgedgithens it
makes c | L on.: dif.f 1 Thi r m_iS. made r ere a

por son JULMPLET b BbidTRLR Mtk Y el 6 ol R 8L B BRAG T s R G o

t rader sstokenpr obl emwi t h pl aci ng the processors underneath the desk so that
they do not occupy val uabl e desk space is that it is awkward to access the
Fl oppy disk, Zip disk or other drive ports to insert and renpbve storage
medi & andn Rkt wabediftidulty Svitl ®ROkidh skt tharls® AT QRRRE S HSHE

add}tiongi caﬂ%@s,lfortgxénple h%aﬁbhone%ﬁﬁeaggets. Rno?%ere%?$§ﬁ%ulty W th
cur r ent valoahje tlesktopesphiarthatsy stgeived fos otherusehb, fot examphepapectasedomms. With teskt op

computer chassis and VDU both on the desktop, a person working at the desktop effectively has

their line of sight cut-off in front of them. This is particularly a problem in educational
environments where both teacher and pupil can work more effectively if they have visual contact.

20 It is also a problem in office environments as it makes communication more difficult. This
problem is made worse where a person uses more than one computer on a desk, as for example
do market traders. A problem with placing the processors underneath the desk so that they do
not occupy valuable desk space is that it is awkward to access the Floppy disk, Zip disk or other
drive ports to insert and remove storage media and software. It is also difficult to

25  connect/disconnect additional cables, for example headphones/headsets.

Another difficulty with current computer desking systems is the clutter that occurs on the desktop
caused by computer peripherals, such as keyboard mouse and VDU. This clutter is detrimental to
the use of such desks for non-computing activities such as paperwork.

30



caused by conputer peripherals, such as keyboard nouse and VDU. T hSJUL 2005
clutter is detrinental to the use of such desks for non-conputi

activities such as paperwork. 30 2 2 0 JUL 2005 Further, the cost of
separate conmputer and desk solutions inevitably produces di seconom es
resulting fromthe enploynent of products fromindustries that have
traditionally remained separate. A conputer desk usually starts fromthe
prem se that there is a table to which a 5 conputer and cabling is added.
This is an uneconom ¢ nethod of providing a holistic solution to the use
of electronic devices in offices and desking. Existing conputer desking

Syst ens FakRQ, #ilchb& of SERMOVEIpEQHRE @K SHIMRRineGitdbly ol e 4R BliesdUr | NG
their use. Setting-up typically requires, the planning of the desk | ayout

and i nsteshltingifrom thie etrplayment of predurgs G industrizs thabhave draditionaltyhrempinadni ng of

t he cablin then cabl i fo 0 a net.woy ki ng, . t initjia

ot ai | StPe oF Cotma e AR uy Rl PRYF EpRilhe pRLT b s inalir bR and
conngct céerphter AticabRiy isRbdeddMHisfid Aphhabohdsit inhod! o pveding Holistid sbiativh foh t he
conputer wll often then require a certain degree of cable disconnection

and confherisaof deetrme deviggs imolficefeandidsskingke the conputer chassis away for
servicing or repair. This is time-consum ng, expensive and 15 disruptive.
Al'l of this nmakes desk layouts inflexible to quick change. In nodern

busi nes gxistihg xophtet desking sysoeid #184 suffer dapdvet-Coislekityamingessting tene G bflies
and market conditions. Existin desksggﬁg not nade to connect together.

Cur r ent FFRHEFTASS tRE-YP pielyrearges, fraangaf dhedesk laypeapd dpstallsionolapout
or Weyt@rﬁﬂd@%ﬁ%ﬁ&&%n H&ih@gth@p%ﬂﬂgsoﬁ_ﬂ%t& i alaneéolﬁlg%lepoheze?ﬁnd whi ch

sti all ow some novenent. Existing d I ng systens are-not designed to
pr ovi denetwokldnrg, bhein#inl instatlagemedithe déskptha dwstadlatiombithe campmaertsystenagdt her .

Many attenpts have been na t ver cqoe t hes robl ens. There .ar n

ot anGOMBFHeILOhe SREPE, 100 1Pl R rtee g S A1 FF Figh ARy R S Sl A D8

deski ngregysrt @@ertith (dBgre® 5P AbRS discollbBY L hnd cdri®onhBntHidnhRlirgl iR Bt dBR Bytake the

di sadvant ages, including: 25 30 ) S
computer chassis away for servicing or repair. This is time-consuming, expensive and

15  disruptive. All of this makes desk layouts inflexible to quick change. In modern business

flexibility is important to adapt to new management techniques and market conditions. Existing
desks are not made to connect together. Currently they are simply placed side by side and can
therefore move about or they are tied together using a crude system such as cable ties, which still

allow some movement. Existing desking systems are not designed to provide a flexible

20  arrangement of placement when connected together.

Many attempts have been made to overcome these problems. There are many thousands of desk

designs for offices specifically trying to optimize desking systems with computers. However,

these suffer from many disadvantages, including:

25
(i) as noted above, cabling is exposed, unsightly and dangerous. It is easily damaged,

either accidentally or deliberately. Trunking systems are inflexible and expensive.
The cabling of computers for a group of desks is complicated, time consuming,
expensive and cumbersome to install and change, usually requiring a qualified

30 technician.



(1) as noted above, cabling is exposed, unsightly and dangerous. It is
easily damaged, either accidentally or deliberately. Trunking gy§tkis 288%
i nflexible and expensive. The cabling of conputers for a group of desks is
conplicated, tinme consum ng, expensive and cunbersone to install and
change, usually requiring a qualified technician. 3 2 0 JUL 2005 (ii) a
table is designed either in the conventional table formor as a table

dedi cated to use with a conputer wi th various things protruding fromthe

desktop. The fo [ type is uttered and a t he working space is
taken up w?f% B s e@&{!ﬁ Elnttﬁ%foqvgnﬁ%@hfaﬁﬁfomb?r Fadahlededisaiddia Upot
position for ef kit Ldmphd, Wil FasHs Shinsy frbREdifg FBRAThOdiRiopOYfe former type is
attachnments/stands that are at best a conprom se attenpt at a solution and

al so reduce vvor Rluﬁgredtand adet of Heeverkingrstacedsl takesup Wwish tompithi ¢quipment thahle desk

for use for nt t|V|t ant requir.enen

school and offic Bgl%ﬂzrﬁlgi o gzﬁ?r(gn tthfSt PPyt l%‘h% @%ﬂegg?:r@g?%oqogu? Rk d| sk,
Zi p di sk or ot hesaridlisiatechptdntststdrds ithis @felat BEH alcEMPMEniselddtefipP iR iR aAd and
software is diffjcult. It is also difficult to connect/di sconnect

addi tional cabl 0 rqdyee worksing wirfreedBhoiseendredesethe flegibility of thealg& bf use for
peripheral devi¢gs er SN ggﬁ@
conprom se and anyoug dgljl‘fl ngadl S 1§8§ a%?%‘ er g%ﬁrﬁ%fq%écqegisd.&h{) a%?Iple ‘Tes ks are not
anchored to eacknvtdnerensnd nove around, thus providing a 1.5 substantially
| ess stabl Iat t han woul d be the case if . were anchor ed
t oget her . é’?&ﬁa aqepssde the ’%/LPPI?Y g\? IZIR)E‘Pk Plh%%l e PRt ipgsEAnd Faneve
Fur tiher, t he rreeéﬁige RledfAhddBIRAR i§ 8GR I féla)sotdmcamhn&fvdﬁg&m&e nton
the desk interferes with conmunication wth others in the room
additional cables, for example headphones/headsets.
(iv)  storage of peripheral devices, for example a keyboards and mouse is at best a
compromise and any cabling is not properly protected.
(v)  the desks are not anchored to each other and move around, thus providing a
15 substantially less stable platform than would be the case if they were anchored
together. As a result objects will fall off the desk in between them. Further, the

movement can damage cables.

(vi)  the amount of equipment on the desk interferes with communication with others in

the room.
20
The present invention aims to provide an improved desk and desking system that addresses the
current difficulties by efficiently, effectively, and economically, bringing desking and computer
systems and other electronic devices together in networked situations. The desks can be
connected together and at the same time the computers are networked.
25

According to one aspect of the present invention there is provided a desk suitable for connection
to another desk as part of a network of desks, each desk comprising:

a desktop comprising sides, a bottom-face, and a work surface on the top side of the desktop;
desktop support means; a chassis comprising one or more cassettes containing one or more

30 electronics systems; a power distribution system and an electronics connections system, both
4



The present invention ains to provide an inproved desk and deskjing sys
that addresses the current difficulties by efficiently, effeth&bUUL
econom cal Iy, bringing desking and conputer systens and other electronic
devi ces together in networked situations. The desks can be connected
together and at the same tine the conputers are networked. 25 According to
7 one aspect of the present invention there is provided a desk suitable for
connection to another desk as part of a network of desks, each desk

caftpr i simoynted bejzeath thp deskiqprandiwithis thd ebassis abd extendifigfrem oan dida ofthekleskieorf ace

compr 1 s iroBist Soiorbbf SR Lo Pue TR URER A SRBRLBuG TG e o

Syst ensimoge fi@er di stribution system and an el ectroni cs connections system
both 4 2 0 JUL 2005 nounted beneath the desktop and within the chassis and
extending fromone side of the desktop to another, connectable to at |east

one gas é%i&rﬁingggam?%pgal o thepredetht ﬁ@énti?ﬂ{tﬁeg@%ﬁn&ﬁ&%ﬁa &’e%kiﬂg Systdm  MOr €

si des. ccording to a“further aspect o esent 1 nventidn there is
pr ovi dedomaprikigkiwogoragat efitheaboyrr deskstjatimsy teer cormectedabgdtive. dhevwtatealkables hat

may be caqnnected. t oget her. The system enabl es, esk according to the

i nvent i B ekt g Slecatenion i @%@%ﬁﬁg&@%@ﬁgﬁ HEoRPE PresBht

i nvent i gRefdia! thifaday thd Sars@deoraldifred pltinf hepEBihdPhiRNdakaRR shQehhiayfdidost
desk. The system nmay also conprise a bridge unit. 10 According to another
aspect oémprire aibmidgaupibn at | east one face of a cassette is |ocated adjacent

to _the desktop side at which a person works at the desk such that the
cas$®tte or one or nore ports in the cassette are accessible to that

per son. Abt@fmpabhnothdi@sgrtsfhé mvEmiontt Rastlone fack D€ a eh3&Ed i§ located @fjacaabty t he
cassette is |located entirely under the desktop. The cassette maybe

r enpvabfhp desktomsife alavhieh & RerserewREks pt the deskriuich Bahthe pesseltesone er mage neets in
L S MR GRS, Pl K DA R e
r ecessedirdf@atiy deasdtt & lpeat¢d antirady indef thehieslaas SEid @sseitd nmg ibp ocraouably
o ntlg ! n?nccl)unted to the desktop. In one form the cassette may be releasably mounted to the desktop by
any suitable means, for example slidably mounted. In one embodiment, the underside of the
desktop may be recessed to accommodate part or all of the cassette and components contained
therein. Preferably the work surface extends over the top of at least most of the cassette and
components contained therein so that the inside of the cassette cannot be accessed from above the
20  desk and preferably the majority of the cassette is not visible from above the desktop. The
cassette may be a self-contained unit that encloses the electronics components or at least one face
may be open to allow easy access when it is removed from the desk. In one embodiment the
cassette contains computer components, communications components and/or other electronics
equipment. In another embodiment the cassette comprises a docking station to which a Laptop,
25 Notebook or other portable computer or electronics device may be temporarily connected. In
certain situations, for example hot-desking or transfer from office to home use, it may be
preferred to provide cassettes that can be removed by the users for transport and insertion into
another desk or reinsertion into the same desk at a later time. Suitable electronics components

that may be included in the cassette comprise a central processing unit, modem, a disc drive unit,

30 afloppy disc drive, a Zip drive and a CD disk drive. It may comprise other computer
5



therein. Preferably the work surface extends over the top of at |east
of the cassette and conponents contained therein so that the |ﬁsﬁdﬁﬂpﬂﬁﬁ%e
cassette cannot be accessed from above the 20 desk and preferably the
majority of the cassette is not visible from above the desktop. The
cassette may be a self-contained unit that encloses the el ectronics
conponents or at |east one face may be open to allow easy access when it
is renoved fromthe desk. In one enbodi nent the cassette contains conputer

conponent s, conmuni catjons conponents and/qr other electronics equipnent.

I'n anot HRIAPAISAASURESSE of qurse e srere Bmitationsi vithin the gavsrite JVishont thsﬂ?rqseﬁcmf ch a
Lapto may be
tonpor ar SREAERA e oo M BLv RN BRI BATROL AL s BLEALEPRNER AR BE Y
t ransf epnmaxyrprocfe[ssmgandmbchmon@e is ¢atriedagut loa a cputexd eemmcw}nch pmetwotledaasiset t es

t hat can be repgpved s for transport . a I nsert.ion.into .another
ook or CRTinS oY GHSSHER eanls i 0 ek Tt e PreforfiLy e o flameta

el ecd r ogieBBorGAgEeNeENt s that may be included in the cassette conprise a
central processing unit, nodem a disc drive unit, 30 a floppy disc drive,
a Zip drive and a CD disk drive. It nay conprise other conputer 5 2 0 JU
2005 componen ) ct Q urse Imtati ns, within the

casset ¢ TRt e PRamy il B fnl RS BREReapr ALY i bChibpb Sreans.
conveni @hUcMad@fsQ\éh@ﬁSestth@cé@@&ﬂe& i@ bnefoiithe ¢HabstdoniEeLATMAET Bhd dHRssiPr | Mary
processing and media storage is carried out on a central server which is

net wor k&&o pisfarplly compisep eaie thﬁﬁ%@@t‘@l%@blﬁﬁ pardad ythicdhprotsetioablss. e
”Btf‘o“ arhe G & ngiﬂtsym bd &b@?ﬁgyso&o@@%n 1&9 af?{ %@'ﬁ&wdqmdﬁhﬁe &‘é&gfoﬁ! S
a e e

may be any suit SSIS a I'ntegra or attach tot
support meanably ontlve bathad ﬂlascabtempndmeszretamam&ﬂmhm&ﬂmt adsistsan @eﬁtﬂaning dnd

chassi s es a fr The .chassis  also efera es cable

condul £ S REa B e A EisteEEoE SamBonrish PeroBh St Aolhorast dresaelesp) o
condui t gafRlpdB cobDR Seast drd¥assefte. OTHEEIhassk ik aRb @aﬂéﬁﬁ'?ﬁ a@&%ﬂcﬁhﬁé’c ated under

the desktop.” Preferably one or both of the cable conduits create an air

channel tepmoa%qthqrghalrpev@mh domputing, padicubdy Iwhqg: sach techrrlogesmeed fo hehe

A R R O

aCCOmﬂﬁfdrﬁtgyitﬁﬁﬂﬂdﬂs%@tﬂ&uﬁh@@kah@éd@@ftﬁﬁ@m conputing, particul arly
where such technol ogi es need to be

The support means may be any suitable support means and may be additional to or an integral
part of the chassis. The support means preferably comprises one or more legs. The legs may be,
20 integral with, permanently attached, or detachable from the chassis. The legs may attach by any
suitable means, for example they may screw into sockets located within the chassis. Alternately,
the support means may comprise one or more brackets affixed to one or more walls or other
features of a building in which the desk is to be used. A wall-mounted desk may be foldable
against the wall to enable use of the floor space. When two or more desks or a desk and bridging
25 unit are connected, then only one of them may require at least one leg at opposing sides, the
remaining linked desks/bridging units may have at least one leg on one side only, with the side
without legs being supported on the side of the desk/bridging unit against which it abuts. The
support means may be made of any suitable material or combination of materials. Preferably the
legs are made of metal tube. The support means may include transport means that enable the

30 desk to be moved from place to place. Preferably the desk connections and transport means
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I's networked. The chassis nmay be nade of any suitable material qr
conbi nation of materials. Preferably it includes netal tubing %rﬁuﬁghé@g%
sections. The support means may be any suitabl e support neans and may be
additional to or an integral part of the chassis. The support means
preferably conprises one or nore |l egs. The | egs maybe, 20 integral wth,
permanent|y attached, or detachable fromthe chassis. The |egs may attach
by any suitable neans, for exanple they nmay screw into sockets |ocated
within the chassis. Alternately, the support neans nmay conprise one or

mor e br BeREt ke desk todg e@%lmwomec%rf@%ﬂ?sg, Bansperieskto amewtlogaign ad 4 bui | di ng

i n which Eiel RS knotifer ioPe used. A wall-rmounted desk may be fol dable
agai nst ?ﬁ% &aﬁf to éné%'e use of the floor space. Wien two or nore desks

or a desk and bridging 25 unit are connected, then only one of them nmay

requi re_at .| east one | eg at, opposi ng si.des,. th remaj,ni ng Linked
doaks) bARGFRBRRSUTHEP: RV SBE oF BASE ST Fleg oo N AT SoHY h ¢ he
si de; WdcliRidlont 88moREBEsSUBPRELi Gitlg AReiBMErE b Sfoust, aBJﬂ'gr AP BV BgIASmpNi t

agai nst which it abuts. The support neans nmay be nade of any suitable
mat er i allhedesktapoverksideceghayalsceintlafisoneRirahere bley to fresmit|acepss Writmsadderdhe

netal tuyb T upport neans ipclkude transpart. neans that. enabl e the
20" deskdibiap. MeRRRnG o B nTBYin REadtop A IBRRE llRARE abes SRR Fogh o
and t r apsqeositthereasétedoctéll uhidernd@ opexample USB, Bdsinet, ower €RFhdn¥ and other

di sconnected froma desk, transported to a new | ocation and connected to

anot her peéss KTherdesktgp may dprlydsrqae opmpEvenmems usghie coyer iy wcesp/aewhest the he

deskt op r i -' . 0

ooy o kEPd s fRESS b3 B0 ST PO R RELEEI B0, By R A RA O
sur f acetheaycead/en One bunereosfehocovenmeans mhayaldodbepeovitéd fac heone bombtecassessinder
the deskto Preferagb%aone or nore Poles in the desktop are provided to

Y p
permt BEBSANG O 1RgR AL Lts oer Perms Dayralsoramprislopking msany R araYRRIACHRSSIh, f or

exanpl eyhfpkhorzbdpérsinel. POver tel ephone and other ports. The desktop nmay
i ncl ude one or nobre cover neans used to cover the recess/es when the 10

keyboard, a nouse, a VDU and or other peripheral devices are not being
220, 0 B B SR S e Bonfp e e B o
cover neailter@Byk & tiligs anipr The€cdnedtingndBapefdrablPhedethe deskemsidgd Ghit
securely together when connected to each other but allow easy disassembling when they are
required to be moved. Preferably the connecting means comprises at least one connecting recess
located in one desktop/bridge-top and/or chassis and one or more retaining teeth of
20  complementary shape to the holding recess in the opposing location of the adjacent side of the
desktop/bridge-top and/or chassis. Preferably the connecting means comprises a jigsaw like
interlocking holding recess and tooth. Preferably the retaining tooth of one desk/bridge unit
when placed in the retaining recess of the abutting desk/bridge unit may rest on the latter
desk/bridge unit thus removing the need for separate support means on at least one side of at least
25  one desk/bridge unit. Preferably the retaining tooth rests on a part of the chassis exposed by the
holding recess. Fixing means may also be used in conjunction with the recess and teeth. It will
be appreciated that various other shapes of connecting means may be used. Any suitable
connecting means may be used for example bolts or screws connecting desktops and/or chassis of
desks or bridge units adjacent each other. Preferably there are also provided end caps which on

30  one side are complementary in shape to the retaining teeth or locking recess and can be used on a
7



unaut hori zed personnel. 15 Each desk and bridge unit preferably conprises
connecting neans to interlock one desk to another desk or bridg? Tqﬂﬂi%mﬁe
connecting nmeans preferably holds the desk//bridge unit securely 1together
when connected to each other but allow easy di sassenbling when they are
required to be noved. Preferably the connecting nmeans conprises at | east
one connecting recess |ocated in one desktop/bridge-top and/or chassis and
one or nore retaining teeth of 20 conplenentary shape to the hol ding recess
in the opposing |ocation of the adjacent side of the desktop/bridge-top
and/ or &kased @fg thpdeskelen|opd thas isoh permeptad tnanethst desier budge upit, toggaw% fke

i nterl ogki-: ol cess and tooth. Preferably the retaining tooth of
one des%%%ggéggﬁﬂhﬁgd&ﬁhen pl aced in the retaining recess of the abutting

desk/bridge unit may rest on the latter desk/bridge unit thus renoving the

need for separate support npans on at, | east one side of at |east 25 one
desk/ br i‘"‘o‘g)é‘E)HWﬁrt Intepped camERRiFaton émF %F'élﬁh‘i?fi’{gce? sRPpriseaet wegsly eledtiopics of t he
chassi s ' i iE&ERSSmiteted JTEAR b in
conj%ncf@gﬁgﬁﬁﬁhﬁ¥ﬁ%ﬂﬁgggggq%%' {eethim?fhﬁﬁﬁgﬂ be 2%%?%%?%?@8’?ﬁ§§8%grious
ot her s frapskovaf), awim€DU. Thesrrmits anemianderd madsithatmyy ballotatbd en the daskdeyt asng

nmeans nay be.used for exanple bolts or screws connecting desktops and/ or
chassi s™ ¥ ™desks or bridge units adjacent each other. Preferably there are
al so provided end caps which on 30 one side are conplenentary in shape to
the retaining teeth or | ocking recess and can be used on a 7 2 0 JUL 2005

free endheVIlhevheeait is ofe HAT erptheriflat sareenrippe, isamelersbbidoeasecomoY RErmelmsk or
bri 9(96‘. Hihhe tth?P&Qfsé?aYr#)qgkc% d‘é\%‘%@%ﬁ Ia%skegri)%g Ma r[iﬂﬁmﬂ Srlésttéiég g}%%&% Slew ﬂéﬁn%r het

comuni cator a | ar conprise not nerely ronics 5
conponetiesiesk.oPrefexatipthe VD Uthdunamdarssicothprives dsigdle &crotdtably edmiected wahse ( not
shown), a_keyboard VDU. These units are standard units

that mageske Thgemn élaﬁyg%%{q%@?%&rns@fgﬁg%&efw pllpw wib amtignal et ROYE cpllenf o
hat pr S ore PAPOSREd Pl e (o R el ATV oD O el e
users vhellpwéiviendd theeDUds moufted Adincxint gn ériveof VB tuheremoterfamshedaskiopses a
i ngsl € 9&%5191%;%9%% i§ %Qnr}l%ggeg go %hg rémhgte end of the VDU mount with a universal or swivel
joint that permits positioning of the VDU by the user. Preferably the VDU mount is mounted on
the desk towards the center at the back, thus providing clearance from the desktop and allowing
appropriate movement of the VDU by the user. Various models for the VDU mount means are
suitable, giving varying degrees of flexibility in the movement of the monitor. A suitably robust
20 transparent protective screen can be mounted in front of the VDU if desired. Where the VDU is
of a CRT type, then this may be positioned on the desktop. Preferably, the desktop for CRT
VDU usage should be some 200 mm deeper than where a TFT VDU is used. This preferably

gives desktop depths of approximately 800 mm and 600 mm respectively.

25  As an alternative to the VDU bracket referred to above, the VDU can be stowably mounted. For
example, it may be mounted on a gas strut combined with a guide, such that when pressure is
applied to the top of the VDU, the unit sinks down on the gas strut to below the desktop, where it
may be locked into position. Alternatively, or in conjunction with a gas strut, the VDU may
move along a guide rail, for example into a vertical position at the back of the chassis or

30  horizontal position within the chassis. In order to accommodate this action, a hatch in the desktop
8



desk. The arm maybe flexible or stiff and is preferably hollow w th any
signal. and power cables for the VDU |ocated within the armto DW%QL 2008
them Preferably the VDU nount conprises a hollow tube and the i

nmount ed adj acent an end of the tube renmpte fromthe desktop. 15 Preferably
the VDU is connected to the renote end of the VDU nount with a universal or
swvel joint that permts positioning of the VDU by the user. Preferably
the VDU nount is nounted on the desk towards the center at the back, thus
provi di ng cl earance fromthe desktop and allow ng appropriate novenent of

t he VDUIRY opeibangscese, fps example by appl¥ing pressuse tothe hately hemi aia aglesed pegitiony| e,
gi vi ng I j By 4l in.t i . A
Sui t ) AR £GRLERZcn tlctds ok doll o AT enk BEAERRI AL, DL o
t he VDUfilly apeséd pditioifithne alidveinyld VBU tobe sto@ed awyypand thé hatchi toi te chyd.be

positioped o desktaop. Preferably, the desktop.for. CRT VI sage

shoul d @@wgdﬂ%{’g@b@?ﬁ% wﬁgiprsve Hathenmereing ﬂﬁ:ﬁb%egtiwgl Widlgapen ﬁ*ﬁi%g_wﬁﬁa erably
gi ves defkl AR WO $isO ni@ RP OOk TR 4itBAAnT ARG LEO Clofdage Pect i vel y. 25 As
an alternative to the VDU braacket referred to above, the VDU can be

stowably nmounted. For exanple, it nmay be nmounted on a gas strut conbined
wth a i de, such that en essure i.s applied tq.the top,of the VDU,
theuni fPePRve HETRIGR SRR paBeEBPio ey aPhlravic culo apt Bk ateRny e
| ocked priviieR @ebiine@fion Bétivesmaid sid of theddeskidp aANhndNEdr isTd8 adl hilso € H@asSdtiels! |

the VDU may nove along a guide rail, for exanple into a vertical position

at the Bhekower maebechlassydtage systenhbiat prevides poyess fq the slogirenis Hnitshiregthydhe s. 1 n
q > : . _
or aef t%@f@%@@ﬁﬁg}% g%lh&ﬁda:ﬁﬁﬂaﬁﬂs B@vé}é‘& &Qmsfdﬁnrepﬁuggéﬁpe% t§oc?18ﬁ]]o% 2005 may

open an xanpl e “by applyli ng pressure e hat en it isin
a cl osesdeqnosdetdf power dikteibetigosystnrie 8 Sequenceaif thio bemersdesks dtdnatictlyathel a

spring mechani sm opens the hatch to jis _fu opene osition, thus

al | owi nEOYHEMRIRS 1 BaBE t@@é@@ﬁﬂé«%&ﬁ%@%@f EhaEiy lglégaéﬁ’@sceaﬁeﬁe Wn the
VDU neegdsmpbRselEpdvRY At Any siiem1d Fo6RE 8a818mbiBe ARAYVHr 2EIhRE wikh LsifPgn the
hatch and s allow the VDUyto rise into an operational position and the
hat ch t standasd poeierasupply Tin the Husd4 0N .sadjaicenidesks asg theensspitefral arivpsseitonmpy bses

one i AUV I pe Sk meS s B BT RS TR SR B v The
power  MByneath the HQROpO IFrefRbEMEE EdbldshaniRiOxdjaRat PIWLHS the dedkan et I oni C
units dlcén%%f:tlir)l/g’ mgar;l(g which enable the cables to be connected to the cables of another desk. In one
embodiment the cable connection means comprises one or more plugs. In one embodiment a
cable or group of cables ends at a male plug at one side of the desk and a female plug at the other

20  side of the desk. The connection means enable easy connection of the cables of adjoining desks,

thus creating a continuous power circuit supplying adjoining desks.

In another embodiment, the power distribution source comprises a cable extending from one side
of the desktop to a power connector unit connected to the chassis. The cable is preferably
25  sufficiently long that it can be inserted through a hole in the chassis side of an adjacent desk and

connected to a connector unit of the adjacent desk.

The cabling is located in the desk in protective conduits connected to the desk. Preferably the
conduits and/or trays are part of the chassis. In one embodiment the chassis comprises a

30  segregated metal cable channel running between adjacent one side of the desk the cassette/s and
9



10 I ow vol tage may be provided by nmains powered transformer units §Oﬁ&¥%ﬂ
t.o one end of a sequence of power distribution systens in a sequéh e 0%
or nore desks. Alternatively, the power may be a mains type system (AC,
and 100 V or 230 V) in which case, a cassette may conprise a power unit.
Any suitable power cable may be used, for exanple when using a standard
power supply in the UK, 240 V, adjacent desks and the cassette and/or
cassette may be 15 linked using one or nore standard | EC power cabl es

| i nked together. .The cabl es are |ocated beneath the desktop. Preferably
the bR aiof Seaiea B e PRI G acels e mEieo R MEBH muans
whi ch epahirizBacell 8 dh@agte connected to the cables of another desk. In
one enbodi ment the cable connection nmeans conprises one or nore plugs. In

one enbodi nent a cable or group of cables ends at a nmale plug at one side

of the desk .and a | e pl at the o r 2 i de. of t desk. The.
connect P orerad fhe abfEie Sullel Shelt hdf sl ool MonieRlenkh o e 135 2 iClns ks
t huss cr gt AlBgha ARRhédioIVnStsRANES cdiineitb b pSWBDInphtREnRRioR bR ithttbadk 8K & powdt
anot her enbodi nent, the power distribution source conprises a cable

ext endi FPPhr @ itke edserite/sofThe Hee ofcastpliipr qablels nyefarablycdiawes epoer merecagsgithect ed
to th ! i . £ fi Gl I that it b
Dser oS bR BE AT Epd P RIEHER RO o Bl oBheRbugt, DS PR o N e

connected to a connector unit of the adjacent desk. The cabling is |ocated
in the desk in}géotective ponduits,coqgﬁéted to the desk. Preferably the
condui t & POREF SYPPEY Wysmay be ingerporgfed;ip dheqhassis or supporigreans abBHT AlehROHe
chagsi SasRIioR 8ty StnS BEHIE IBAINEIY A p&Ab sBpfi @D Rhy b&/YehiEd wARIMEREN

adj acent one side of the desk the casse?te/s and 9 2 % JUL 2005 anot her

si de of caskaitecha si that Hhgsassaehtanrhy conssetddrig itaThepdvean saiply tigit/s pivivisis saitable

pr ot ect them fr.o naut hori zed access damage.. .Pref er ab t he

Prbl o s Doty Pyl lor RS tRek G SRRy RITEabte PEMRBRB Vi3 % ovi e

a sect i pused ahdadémpiiseo-1Nas,, 85 COMEY] 0. Q0 3V s5andnd €1 ¢ YN MERtpoker alp?m/ver
S.

i nput connector on the back of a power supply unit of the cassette/s. The
use of wnitpprerpreferablyynainspoyesedangdiuprliad vathe paweisabless dhe pewerdigributiont s t o

R i s T S e e
a powerconnect to the VDU/s. Preferably for some VDU/s the power supply unit also provides power to
the VDU. If a CRT (cathode ray tube) unit is used, then a standard voltage power supply is likely
to be used and this is supplied either by an alternative splitter lead that provides an additional
link or from an additional power connection.
20
Where a low voltage power supply is used (i.e. any power supply of 100 V or less), preferably a
transformer unit supplies power to the system. Preferably this transformer unit may be positioned
on the wall (or any other convenient place) between a mains power socket and the first desk. This
power supply unit should be a Transformer of a suitable rating to allow transforming the
25  incoming low voltage power to the appropriate voltages for the electronics and display
components. Preferably, instead of the IEC splitter cable, at least three alternative cables/bus bars
(live, neutral, and earth) may be used, with an appropriate specification for the voltage used.
Each cable or bus bar meets at a connector to the cassette to facilitate a connection to the power

supply unit for the cassette.

30
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10 distribution systemof the desk. Alternatively, a power suppl nihdqﬁg5
be located within the cassette or so that the cassette can be corn

it. The power supply unit/s provide suitable DC power supplies for the
conput er conmponents and VDU. Any suitable convenient values can be used
and conprise +11 V., +5V, +2.3V, 0 V., -2.3V, -5V, and d i V. The power
supply wunit/s are preferably mains powered and supplied via the power

cabl es. The power distribution 15 system al so preferably supplies power to
the VDU s and one or nore cables maybe split to connect to the VDU s.

Pr ef er am gkmwaswﬁl@rwg/e@ctrﬁ@cwmm@aw thera may bg incdndsd sotiwedlscablingr to the
VDU. { t t
power s eyt fEdfud@onk 4Pttt he ¥9tis, i S pl RBARE i, 9°

al t er nataé¢oess ®pht bt mord chmbamdsaiudprmdl dé systems|dhk anmaher Kinbwi systerﬁsr om an

add| tio ower connection., 20 Wiere_a | ow vol tage power supply is used
E?L]HE&M““ %V %?Ctrf@’(ﬁs st F"éds%r)y SCRAEP é?%“?lcétmnc PEISRF B RNMAGSF ¢

suppé | eSpIRUBIng Iﬁdgﬂﬁmﬁmoﬁbeﬁ&mﬁls&&% Ss Sﬂlmie%gﬁt ed! Ak °mﬁa. .

positioned on (or any ot her convenient place) between a
power spuokeles andmtehemf fromtadjjleent ond kiids of me\desktczpjp pjpcentatotbércidedfite a

Transfor of .a,syitable rati | 0 rmng the 25 i ng | ow
vol t age g%\Tﬁé) anflc?lsf)ﬁ%oﬁep(brr%?ﬁel 5?% c\%ﬁeﬁ @ %‘%ﬁfa‘ﬁ?fsgeﬁ’a i spl ay
conponeaébeesPVeReRé ?&sze tHedaBRsk Biiodaht@ wifkin ﬁi@'dleékt ﬁ{osﬁﬁm Boinglocdtepmt three
alternative cabl es/bus bars (I'tve, neutral, and earth) nmay be used, with

an appr Bistechive censiuits andientiayp Cqﬂmecﬁeﬁé) the deskg Preferablly theeprduissandiordrayhare bar
pot “BarBof B BRRHET TheediuiBARS BahBod Bl ifend pfE BRIl bOmblic

wher e t bable andfor 01V, Gsfrareds wirtless bkettler systems fidr\enbiding Ridctronics devios® bkurd@bih i ng.
There may al so cl uded one or communi cations systens, for exanple

| nt er nePhe Pait 9féﬁ flesﬂmgé&%@g te gorgmunisate Frthel %&P&lﬁ%@%vsces /UBRil aaﬁ%heé.tﬂ%
Sy st enB sarfi AfesRBH1REBE In Aﬂ&ﬁi@? S0t of B lesk ybt@ﬂl W@Mab&%ﬁaﬂﬁnﬁbﬁ&ﬁ

system and any separate comini caton system may conprise 5 split cabl | ng

or may bprefdrally endadiaccoigaoh eide of the deslk thetsis tr beawnoediet teiagetherdesk with cablibe

¢ abL_l ngconnecting means. In another embodiment, the electronics and/or communications distribution

system comprises a cable extending from one side of the desktop to an

electronics/communications connector unit connected to the chassis. The cable is preferably

sufficiently long that it can be inserted through a hole in the chassis side of an adjacent desk and

connected to a connector unit of the adjacent desk. In one embodiment the chassis comprises a

20  segregated metal cable channel running between adjacent one side of the desk the cassette/s and
another side of the desk, and also between those cables, the chassis and the various electronics
components and peripheral devices, thus enabling easy installation of the cables and protecting
them from unauthorized access and damage. In one embodiment the network and
communications cable connection means comprises one or more plugs. In one embodiment a

25  network and communications cable or group of cables ends at a male plug at one side of the desk
and a female plug at the other side of the desk. The connection means preferably enable easy
connection of the cables of adjoining desks, thus creating a continuous link between adjoining
desks. Many of the electronics cables are preferable conveniently accommodated within the

chassis. Where UV, infrared, wireless and like links are used there may be included repeater,

30 transponder or other means to facilitate linking of the devices. Infra-red or wireless coupling can
11



provi des a connection from adj acent one side of the desktop to adjacent
anot her side of the desktop and also to one or nmore of the cassédtfeflandld
possi bly also to one or nore peripheral devices. Were possible, the
cabling is located within the desk, nost of it being |located in protective
conduits and/or trays connected to the desk. Preferably the conduits and/or
trays are 10 part of the chassis. The communi cations and/ or connections
system nmay conprise one or nore cables and/or WV, infrared, wreless or

ot her syste or.enabling electrgnics deviges. or units i ne_part of the
eski nobelreliBes Fmg SRR R ilb A b e sk iEs FanttBist, P gdPERblched (o
the sacmnééls forglowlep st Riwork cables fieldefifddtadaitiohdlRalkle Skdnaéls SybbelatatdEinwer K
and conmuni cati ons cables_ preferably end adjacent each side of the desk

t hat | sadiacepbthe shassis: ather Bxedis theghagresr fized o & wpll er similabbuilding sognneseMs. | n
anot her enbodi nent, the el ectronics and/ or conmunications distribution
system conpri ses a cable extending fromone side of the desktop to an

el ect r ofThe Rxcattomafithe edbi a3 meakeoit pesibde toartange » series bEdeskointsheh £ivag fiastherEhe

cable is pref.erabl ufficien | ong that i n be ipserted through a
hol e i MiSEHRONERUAS rdutg g gatfe. gﬁhé%j% t_s&éeswse}&r?@%/ REBWHE‘Q%% L BriAeCt or
uni t of giiBe, ARl AGRWheAOHBK cabl &k R1Gn& IPQHIs BERIbIAWs fItRS 8ésks fOPIBIebSRS ?ﬁ’tl'%g

segregat ed netal cabl e channel running between adjacent one side o

desk t hrefambbtsonfegremuhetsarmtubl thag ivlien bfo ddsks ate phsitiened sidedy shiletagrinst eadlose
cables, the chassis and the various el ectyoni o onents and peri pheral
dovi cesomPr i BRR B et S5miRis ihateeEh o P e anes B RLEO &R B P BilerE L hem
f r ot ungel bavss RGP bERESN HRUeskaMRGEI b BpRBEated ROMVIE Mat bHE aR@brahKpend
comuni cati ons cabl e connecti on neans conpri ses one or nore plugs. In one
enbodi neable rangementyareipossible veiRaNMIQKOPIHBETAbsablemtyrelles. & aof¥T es ends at
a mal e . | qg@! her side of
t he des%.nH i Hete?:tg(%ﬁlgﬁitl'?%r?? %}feﬁg R%Sl{g?g%ﬁe?rg%l% agg;lfa eﬁ%g‘lg‘:& tgtgﬁitr? ggsta?%n of the
cabl es pésitaahedisidieiby sille aksinsttehelsotheraat] icoheated copethetiusplhgsdonheit vopether.

adj oi ni sks... Many of the. electronics cables are preferable )
conven BAIECR iR BRSO K FLoC e S CommMRrEi By o oy e dehingel ess
and; d i kgsteniisSot iﬁ%ﬁgofﬂgfe%émoﬁf@of Misteufier R eRbBlect 80 transponder or

other nméans to facilitate linking of the devices. Infra-red or wirel ess
coupling can 11 2 0 JUL 2005 be included in the conputers, so that such

net wor kAggot%l'han % ia Turtie gs%%gtso the imlle];nti"(%l(iI %iletrei grf)%vi&e%bal b(:ﬁdge unit that may be used to
connect two or more of the desks together. The bridge unit comprises a bridge-top comprising a
top-face, bottom-face, and sides; a chassis; and a power distribution system mounted beneath the
20 top and within the chassis from one side of the bridge-top to another, connectable to adjacent
desks an/or bridges at one or more sides. The bridge unit may or be mounted on its own support
means. The bridge unit may include a power connector box and/or an electronics connector box.
One or more of the desks to which it is connected may support the Bridge unit in place. The
bridge unit may comprise a cassette comprising one or more electronics systems releasably
25  connected underneath the bridge-top face, but in many cases no cassette will be included. The
bridge units may be linear in shape similar to a desk but without a cassette, or angle units
enabling desk to be connected in the system in different configurations. The bridge units are in
effect dummy units that can be included in the system to allow the spacing of the desk units to be
increased and/or the line of desk units to include turns. Means (not shown) may be provided for

30  screwing or bolting the units together in addition to the interlocking by teeth and recesses. The
12



channel's for power and network cables are desired additional cable chann Ig
can be located in or adjacent the chassis, either fixed to the chds3uk ﬁm
fixed to a wall or simlar building conmponent. 5 The |ocation of the cables
makes it possible to arrange a series of desks in such a way that there is
a continuous route for cables. Rubber gromrets are preferably provided at

the openings at the sides of the desk where the cables exit and at ends of
cabl eways in the desks to protect the cables. Preferably sone grommets are
such that when two desks are positioned side by side against each other

two factesls W%W@Y@Gﬁwmaaﬁmmw of differestt Wédthgpad thedwidgonuitsgvidlt ect t he
bl
U I AT e

possi bl hyostitobe uﬁflt\fdekaﬂgﬁl tridge aniks aebd hyde cfuhg suitable cafibiradon of
enbodi ment cabl e plu be p05|t|oned on each desk such that when two
desks aF@‘”B@sﬁ?FE%@ﬁC§W dsandor medina density. Hoesbored (MPE)-connect ed

toget her two plugs connect together Preferably cabling from power points
and el ectronic and comuni cations cabling for the desking 15 systemis

| ocat edTheipesent systamn cansiderpblyodasesrtbe mistaliation af@ls#kssystemassinos ifouses wdts thdt can

Accor di tao.a further pect of t i.nventjon there is provided a bridge
ni ¢ ¢ hhe e e TG 8o feiB Shotee Reskengs bk RaTeaE M e
bridge péviér cﬁ@l@@fda?@ﬁ fgBiheH@Grénde £ SR hi'e littrallyoBrukama plot TR dase, and
si des; a chassis; @€omer di stribution system nounted béneath the 20

top andakg rqdiueraStth%cl@h% edectronies eerapasiedis beingdhmagad; andier stolent becausetlieer |
t {
conpec ﬁonr?gt)? %gé BN in 4 4?8%%&9&? sar% {h(gg & cuerlrepp Eer‘r%an X %Dcﬁnﬁxé)%gen%sdm ay Qe

bridge uni e noun own su uni t

may i nclaugtdy encasedan a tavlalsle tassetted )Praiﬁdfolythaaas@étﬁﬁfsélﬁ ¥ 1oB- mﬂﬁﬂs:ir@hng ox. One
or nore of the desks to which it is connected nay support the Brjidge unit

i n pl aceasuaifheft loss lieely. W@eﬂta&abemﬁ}@gicgn%@ggqeﬁguewﬁ)ﬁhp sbvst siendf nor e
el ectr O&ésﬁ%oﬁ%%ﬁmaﬂth@mg 0 b&%ﬁ%ﬁﬁxﬁfft Pgﬁﬁ%{d&%& gﬁhp'éheﬂg? top face,
cases no cassette W uded. the - br

but in many | be inc units may be
linear in shape simlar to a desk but without a cassette, or angle units

bl i ng, d t 0 t ed th t di ff t
Thetbr | CheoThrSidiedleRie et cttheran g BhRet ek Asds LB dERURETerHY L he
syst em §1eardll bP¥srifiRertBApbidhtd Tht BeskAQStkm Wb vides iR monmﬂgr@qa%&dd@aeqk or the

line of desk units to include turns. Means (not shown) rmay be prOV|ded for
30 scr eomppter; VBB tand gatling mmp eest eeptivaler bacausadier nrpdustipn pragessesinzelvediti ng

by teet Ele %Qﬂlu%a%ﬁl?é 3fthe dc-er r]} omjp%nents may also provide the infrastructure for the other

components, such as a case for the computer components, a cable-way for the power, direct
20 connections for both power and networking cables, and a combined power supply unit for both

computer and TFT VDU.

Further features of the invention will become apparent from the following description of a desk
and desk system embodying one aspect of the invention, given by way of example and with

25  reference to the drawings, in which:
Fig. 1 is a top view of a desk according to one aspect of the invention.

Fig. 2 is a top view of the desk of Fig. 1 with the desktop removed.

30
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2 0 JUL 2005 5 desks will normally be rectangular (possibly of differe 0
wi dths) and the bridge units will normally be square; however, 2t@1eﬁj‘-ng§ 5oe
of any conveni ent shape, depending on the preferred |ayout to be achieved.
The desks and bridge units may be nmade of any suitable conbination of
materials, for exanple netal, wood and/or nediumdensity fiberboard (MDF).
The present system considerably eases the installation of desk systens,
since it uses units that can be prefabricated and need little or no

nodi ficatign op site. S ni y connect together and power cables may
clip tog@t gésrag'Bmp‘P%‘VPgﬁ‘eglegi&éFignThat is literally ~plug-and-play' . The
system also reduces the chance of el ectronics conponents bei ng damaged
and/ or stol en, because the 10 conponents are |located in a nore protected

ar ea t h&ig- #ns eeide vigw afdbkdesk PhBigcdnponents may be largely encased in a

| ockabl e cassette. Preferably the cassette itself is non-standard, making
casual theft less likely. Accidental abuse is significantly reduced through
the gobBi 5destopviel of 8legies ODIRROETThS typd ShdWALinaTIE A 3bdb@diag toCeHRlapeRN6E the
conput er. conmponents within the chassis. 15 The desk provides flexible
usage, @fskEgsystemfihainEentigBsk or as an ordinary desktop generally cleared
of conputer conponents. The desk system provides the opportunity to provide
desk, computer, VDU, and cabling nore cost effectively, because the

pr oduct Fign6 iy ofrestsidew ofiscriey eflddsks oftthetypashdvacinFig 1 atcording thask agmpalithat s

may al sg sgr ovide t EI}I nfrastructure for-the other - conponents,-such as-a-—
case fof *XHB ¥ C ¥ GHent s, a cabl e-way for the power, direct 20
conpgctions for both power and networking cables, and a conbi ned power
supply unit for both conputer and TFT VDU. Further features of the

i nvent i Big. Wild 3 topederre! agesishowing ap plterhate bowbndistniutinessystemt wish thsfdesktope s k

and desgerg%%&em enbodyi ng one aspect of the invention, given by way of
exanple and Wth 25 reference to the drawings, in which: 30 Fig. 1 is a top
view of a desk according to one aspect of the invention. Fig. 2 is atop
view of _the desk of Fig. 1 with the desktop renpved. 13

In Fig. 1 there is shown a part of a desk system according to the invention comprising desk 10.

15  Desk 10 may be connected to a similar desk according to the present invention, which may be the
same or a different plan shape to the desk shown in Fig. 1. The desk has connecting means
comprising connecting recess 13 at one side and a complementary retaining tooth 14 at the other
side, so that two similar desks can when abutting interlock with each other. Also shown in Fig. 1
is a bridge unit 11 having a retaining tooth 15 and complementary connecting recess 16. As

20  shown, the teeth and recesses may be on opposite sides of the desk/bridge unit or on adjacent

sides.

Fig. 2 shows desk 10 with the desktop removed. In a stand-alone situation, the chassis 30
includes frame 31 in the form of metal tubing forming a rectangular frame. Four threaded

25  mounting sockets 32 are cut into frame 31 at its corners to accommodate the legs 50, and a
chassis 30 to which the mounting sockets are attached. The legs can conveniently be threaded
and are screwed into mounting sockets 32. If two or more desks are positioned adjacent to each
other, then only one desk requires four legs and the remaining linked desks each only need two
legs, with the end without legs being supported on frame 31, which is part of the chassis 30,

30  exposed by the cut-out 13 or the recessed sections of each retaining tooth. Alternatively, each
14



2 0 JUL 2005 Fig. 3is a front view of the desk of Fig. 1. Fig. 4is a
side view of the desk of Fig. 3. 5 Fig. 5is a top viewof a seri € JofilL 2005
desks of the type shown in Fig 1 according to one aspect of the desking
system of the invention Fig. 6 is a front view of series of desks of the
type shown in Fig 1 according to one aspect of the desking systemof the
I nvention. 10 Fig. 7 is atop view of a desk show ng an al ternate power
~distribution system with the desktop renmpbved In Fig. 1 there is shown a
part of a desk system according to the invention conprising desk 10. 15
Desk 10 altembte deskbradgingunitonay kaveidl legs wighs¢ach desirtatidgingtunittinbetprees msting on

I nventign, which maybe the sane or a different plan shape to the desk
shown in"Fig. 1. The desk has connecting neans conprising connecting
recess 13 at one side and a conplenentary retaining tooth 14 at the other
side, so that two simlar desks can when abutting interlock with each

ot her. Ahgghassis#A bpnharrppen sectiongt ¥s fpniggee thet sccommedsteny cempuerassetig 37 oot h
15 apd I ng..nec . - L eet d
e R e i D s

si des. Hisg dride, alKiparidestd d CDvdiskhdrivieeand egHct egmpuersihondnits. aThése Makcsibaye
situation, the chassis 30 ,in¢ludes_ franme 31 in the formof netal_ tubing
f or m ng VRIGHHSETACGERS &F ezt sughg the s dusd Chslistories e BOrsanswishand cut
into fr : ' : LS 30
o whi choThe st PR PR R el B RO B T o} ERZareoeal: e FOUERNAS
t hr eadedassette3 7aadgacsuntrtbevdeskisitieat mhichtthanwgses wokkst OB furictionsysuochras seia, desks

are_positioned j.acent each , ot her hen onl ne desk requiyes four
g3t anarelE llaReRgl v egae PGt ind mif BediaRPta oThesu M Tffed 8" e no
Wi t hout tHecSk BEIhD GasSBUBPIT 4rfiiChr® Reckdsad®iadhe holb t&Rrddbytalch 19f Fdigealdssi s 30,
30 exposed by the cut-out 13 or the recessed sections of each retaining

t oot h. RIEpesssathr pewgr-oskitch may be lgcajed atglgpismek of the cassette and accessed only
through the hatch 19. The cassette is lockable against the chassis using a key mechanism 39 once

the cassette has been fully inserted into the chassis.
15
The front of cassette 37 may conveniently be painted or finished with a powder coated metal
fascia 40 or by any other suitable means and the front of the chassis 30 may be finished with a
similar fascia 38. The cassette fascia 40 has appropriate cutouts in it to provide access to the
various drives, switches and LEDs. Further, a security cover plate 46 is located in front of the
20  cassette fascia and in one embodiment can be pivoted so that it can be lowered into a position
below the cassette. In the raised position, the cover plate is locked into position using the same
locking mechanism as for the cassette 39. The cover plate 46 may have the same finish as the

fascias 38 and 40 and sits flush with the chassis fascia 38 when in the raised position.

25  The fabrication and servicing of the cassette is made easier by mounting the various drives in a
metal cradle 44, which is then easily located into the cassette as a single unit using a minimum
number of fixings. The drives may be held in place within the cradle by raised nodules punched
into the two sides of the cradle, which then locate into holes at the side of the drives, and/or by
inserting a U shaped channel 42 in between the drives, again with the appropriate nodules on the

30  sides. The center strip 41 of the channel is made from sprung steel to allow the sides of the
15



alternate desk/bridging unit may have 4 legs with each desk/bridgbn@ #ﬁLQMﬁ
i n-between resting on it. The chassis 30 has an open section at i nt
edge that acconmpdates a conputer cassette 37 5 that contains a centra
processing unit 45. The cassette includes a disc drive unit 43, a floppy
disc drive, a Zip drive and a CD disk drive and ot her conputer conponents.
Those functions to which user access is required, such as the floppy and
'CD di sk drives, the power-on switch, and possibly some USB ports, and

headset connection port.s d.t | i,ke, are l.ocat ed the .front qof the
caoset t Sk P Bed b Mfopy ks o RiRic AL mirg Bpkds Y ol ol

f unct i 088 onésiddoRthe siRbiedthe ofifdr pide ahd £dummi dectidfl ifseR&Bin JelidB tpMaintaidfedsion
speaker  and per haps headphone connectors, are |located at the back of the
casset t 81 the ceer chamnchccessed via the hole covered by hatch 19. For security
pur poses, the power-on switch may be | ocated at the back of the cassette
and accessed only through the hatch 19. The cassette is | ockabl e agai nst
t he £ha%he deslishown i Rigyl opecitesind#0¥hndnses d dystemad sanhtdad RS pbearcablet By
inserted jnto the chassi 15 The front _of cassette 37 y conveniently be
pai nt edﬂﬁlfe%ftf’%ﬁﬂ%?ﬁé Eﬂcﬁﬁage‘ﬂﬁ?%@? dﬁ%ta"tpeﬁa‘?]?ectag © COPREIETS MY°© B “gl%/&_ﬁr]l ot her
sui t abl g {iPRia%n8 A %erhd18 plupQR theRight BAARAAS Bhele ﬁﬁgé"@%n@&t$ kRl cabiedlotMdjdinifig
simlar fascia 38. The cassette fascia 40 hasS appropriate cutouts in Tt to
pr ovi dedesks,dbus areatinge contimious powier oinssit sepplyinetoiaing desids Th Al praver cables

security cover.plate 46 is |locat.ed in front of e, 20 cassette fascia and
h one. Bt e utdaio bR S st pad e b B AL PRBR b 98 0n: £ on
bel pw t AfnERReidet thd RfitHaad eddesTdhdéiBbdid Iandithebéavitihg & tBé Caskéitel3gcthad 1 nt o
position using the same | ockling nechanismas for the cassette 39. The
cover peRfuEesgesyastalipiion of the cghlep and prptepts daer frem yngutbprzedzgeeshd 40 and sits
flush with the chassis fascia 38 when in the raised position. 25 The
fabrication and servicing of the cassette is nade easier by nounting the
var i ous THe cabdsisispliteat ameitatle poiatdlenglits, length chprogide hehirdsesiidn/thhtdmab demadleit o t he

cassette as a single unit using a nmninmum nunber of fiXxings. The dr.iyes
may be RUESMH SBi e SR fq i L Cpppertay @ e haek pidBe BOAHRISERPY PRt &7 ¢ e
t wo, $i dG$thAf tht BRs@ledThSuse¥HaGPlikdtablt Aew Eord HasseRO LS e thkéh it @hef t he

drives, and/or by inserting a U shaped channel 42 in between the drives,
agai n wpewendinguid pithowratheremitp hgingpower.t he 30 sides. The center strip 41 of
the channel is made from sprung steel to allow the sides of the

The power supply unit 34 in the cassette 37 provides suitable DC power supplies for the
computer components and VDU. The power supply unit is mains powered and is supplied via
20 the power cables 36. Where a TFT (thin film transistor) unit is used, the power supply unit can
also provide power to the VDU using a spare power channel from the power supply unit. If a
CRT (cathode ray tube) unit is used, then a standard voltage power supply is used and this is
supplied either by an alternative splitter lead that provides an additional link or from an
additional power connection at the rear of the power supply unit.
25
Where a low voltage power supply is used (i.e. any power supply of 100 V or less), a transformer
unit 35 (Fig. 2) is used to supply power to the system. Instead of the IEC splitter cable, three
alternative cables/bus bars (live, neutral, and earth) are used, with an appropriate specification for
the voltage used. Each cable or bus bar meets at a three way connector located in the chassis 30

30  and positioned behind the cassette 37 to facilitate a connection to the power supply unit within
16



15 2 0 JUL 2005 channel to be squeezed together to allow the drives to be
inserted. Were drives are only required on one side of the craglg, ﬂﬂquﬁ
ot her side has a dumry section inserted in order to maintain tension

the center channel. 5 The desk shown in Fig 1 operates on 240V and uses a
system of standard | EC power cables 36 |inked together and | ocated beneath
t he desktop. Each cable conprises a male plug at the left hand end and a
femal e plug at the right hand end. These plugs connect to the cabl es of

adj oi.ni g . ﬁ , thus creating a continuous power circuit supplying

adj oi ni ng 3es S. The | EC power cables are conveniently accommodated within
a segregated netal cable channel within the chassis, 10 running between the

| ef't-ha e of the chassis 30 an he. cassett this
b oo e b B PRt e e B0 g Bl Sok hH S DRP e LBt or | o
_,.afC cess. sﬁB@ﬁ? ARy Bodrd (i El'léwx?t and aS\V'DUale‘l?e ‘@EUHE ofd ‘PF*Q flaf Rrdef MPeoda@ediroyi de
A third section"that has a female plug on its end. This connects to a

Jpoves | m@wmwmemmawmomned prothe desk tophuds thei cent@rattle backhi n t he

Fcesoct g AiFoBho it b i oSSR B bl

suppl y theivDB4yitlie dsbe Thasigiltagd §3wafdawe§lﬁﬁ tisd VDalirerdufedpaaiie holleptites f or
the conputer conponents and VDU. The power supply unit is mains powered
and is gqyﬁ‘ﬁ?&@&‘\fﬂ@‘?@“@ﬁ@%%@ they 36. Where a TFT (thin film
transistor) unit is used, the power supply unit can also provide power to
the VDU using a spare power channel fromthe power supply unit. If a CRT
( catdhod€he signdl aiddy fcmmlhet mosse ugrescerdsthie daslsammﬂeancbrmhtm@gtﬂmwmtbp siamotessi S

used and thi,s LS lied eithe an,alternative | ead ¢t

ol aoek 19,65 DIRRRC porer Gy deshR A AR R 7 chock GBS CETEE T t he

rear of Ak&igs ﬁeww%uﬂg@étyomoh \}évmgreqn&lé &wktupmﬁqqitﬁﬁg@dveﬁwm ligas used
| ess), a transformer " unit 35 (F

(i.e. any power supply of 100
is us edsuigbleumypibgr ?y‘gxnéwutq B. tOne ss@esftf@nverﬂﬁstwéa@ pfimihgdg E@SS gPi the ethetatsl e
three ﬁl staetz)rg%%e:taaﬁ st is ﬁrlg{ 1%3/ gl&lce(t'l E)n% tgﬁ 8('1‘l Oqtftd% desl?tméi g?tﬁ %a&r rlé§e%9

W th an appr € Speci PYCAEION 6B bus
bar ; sreetPsessingthd dec&e hwau 20 Mﬁﬁﬁh@ﬁnﬂ 1@ﬁat1ﬁéhenﬁwmlhﬁeref¢a§§alu§e 186 tilt, so that it

can be temporarily removed to provide access to the rear of the chassis 30 behind the cassette 37.
The cover 20 is locked to the desktop using a key-operated catch 12. Not only does the access
hatch provide access to cable connections at the rear of the cassette 37, but it also provides a
space to stow the mouse if desirable.

20
The desktop also has a slot 17 for storing the keyboard when it is desired to clear a larger space
on the desktop. The signal cable to the keyboard can pass through the slot 17, facilitating stowage
of the keyboard.

25  Network cabling is included in cable channel 33 for networking the computer to a central server.
Telephone cabling is also provided A modem is included in cassette 37 (or it could be connected

to chassis 30 or on the desktop 10.

In Fig.s 5 & 6 there are shown 3 desks 10 of the type shown in Fig.1 with the connection recess

30 13 and retaining tooth 14 interconnected to connect the desks. Ends 80 and 81 have been
17



30 and positioned behind the cassette 37 to facilitate a connection to the
power supply unit within 16 2 0 JUL 2005 the cassette. The conputlef fjovidla
consists not nerely of a CPU and a disk drive unit but also a nouse (not
shown), a keyboard (not shown), and a VDU. The VDU is of a TFT flat screen
type |l ocated on a 5 custom desi gned mount neans 51 (Fig. 3) nounted on the
desk towards the center at the back, thus providing clearance fromthe
desktop. This nount neans all ows appropriate novenent of the VDU by the

user. The si | and wer cabl.es for .the,VDU .are ro via the .holl ow
Vb 1 OPHEHEE Bhe FRO PRI ca B iRicks 13350 1B Gt B netePbiiar bl
for thest@ipiaeides GStha g sadstdTeheRsikd Ofdealad enters through the desktop via
access recess 19 (Fig. 1) to one corner of the desktop and into a
connector at the back of the cassette 37. Access recess 19 consists of a
roughl yr.on:gl I 1§ Ry C I i {able
number * 587 8 el Golcl SEREhBAM phofhr b 100 Rl ol 2
t he ot hdeskaopowhiaconaedtaniids hdtahows. Trays 160 aid dueckbcatad ander tledesktop, bhe
edge of the deskt Wit hi h ccess recess. 15 Pressing the access hatch
20 aher eligtrat ?44%0? B Sfiequr}éfg%ﬁ%sﬁmﬁrqferﬁwm? Brkoth alibe trays qrepte an fir chagnelpat ¢t
can be HBIRALAihMndISIRYEE bl AEAPRRCRIR: dGtRR dofPbndhs. [GRsGRAZF S 30
behi nd t he c§s§e€kg 37.7 Tﬁé g%%er Zd;is | ocked to thgﬁhgsk%op ﬁsing a

key- opeslatably insgrishinto 2peipg 1 Yhinfraboe 3 1t ¢fehassisd$s. ek ) Somay/fethpomcitydlosk t o
cabl e cggnqg%#;ns ﬁ% the rear of the cassette 37, but it also provides a
space t 62°8¢ t' A& P#S%se if desirable. 20 The desktop also has a slot 17 for
stofd ng the keyboard when it is desired to clear a | arger space on the
desktop. The signal cable to the keyboard can pass through the slot 17,
faci | i t Bcpmle seeBvfhgreforpthatike dasking sydem asdeseribasimayiapolyesgritisal relgtionships i n
cable c o i l10S )

Tol ephoaavag e led SbullpIBHEIRD, Wity SRTRR 5l ReERBALA 1008 Kiliomator
it coul #7,kadveriaecpeningt withinabscimsdfocalda etitherodeskt op 10. In Fig.s 5 & 6
there are shown 3 desks 10 of the type shown in Fig.l with the connection
recess

15  The present system is obviously susceptible to numerous modifications and variations. For

example, units may have variable height legs and/or fold back against the wall to provide flexible
use of space. Where desktops form the end of a run of desks, then the free end of the desktop can

be manufactured without a cut-out or projection in order to provide a neat end profile.

20  The cassette/s are also capable of being accommodated within other pieces of furniture where the

concept for their accommodation and operation remain the same.

18



30 13 and retaining tooth 14 interconnected to connect the desks. Enﬂg ﬁ&5
and 81 have been 17 2 0 JUL 2005 connected to cover the free conddetiben
recess 13 and retaining tooth 14 to thereby provide straight sides at the
free ends of the series of desks. In Fig. 7 a power cable 101 is connected
to power unit 100. he second cable connecting a second s desk to power
connector 100 is not shown. Trays 160 and 162 are | ocated under the

deskt op, Qﬂgn%djacent each of two sides of the desk. Preferably one or both
of the trays Create an air channel that assists in ventilating and cooling
at | east sonme of the el ectronic conponents. Cassette 137 slidably inserts
into opening 190 in franme 131 of .chassis 130. Locks 105 ma ten%prarily

| ock casdet t e Adeskiadapipd, fo congpetipn toygnoher detkias naff amstveork ofdesksne deski ng
system as ' involves critical relationships between the |eg
mount i ng S%%ﬁg%ggggPﬁgﬁ% cabl e channel 3, the access hatch 19, the keyboard
slot 17, adsktoprcompsisimgaidengsbotionfifacednd acbpsule svithovorkabifecegnt ry rout es.
15 The present.systemis obviously susceptjble to nunmerous nodifications
and var| afBRSIS GOBIPTISIBE AREI08 MAlR FASSCIES FOMANE o 5 BIES REFERRISS cgs and or
fold backsagghgist the wall to provide flexible use of space. Were
desktops formthe end of a run of desks, then the free end of the desktop
can be namawgrdigiribytion system taensbiepayter &0 bppassetirowmnt leastonddesk o provi de a
neat end praofile.. 20, The cassettel/s,are alsg.capable of bein commodat ed
W thi ot AEi B R ORGS0 bRrhistiei i AUGRER SefietR e B o mmoda | on
and oper akh @lkctréibd CbrinB&icha Bsterk Bo endblelddnnefidn dFlefctibnicslocAed @yt adapt ed

for connection to another desk as part of a network of desks, each desk

conpri si népastongearsctip incyrpnst engdesk wgteleciropiss densfadn at leasi@naothgp si de wi th
work surfgcg ~a chassis conprising one or nore cassettes containing one or
nore el ectronics

both the power distribution system and the electronics connections system being

substantially located beneath the desktop and within or adjacent the chassis and

extending from one side of the desktop to another.

2. A desk as claimed in claim 1 wherein at least one face of a cassette is located
adjacent a desktop side at which a person can work, wherein said cassette face
includes one or more ports and the cassette or one or more ports in the cassette are

accessible to that person from that side.

3. A desk as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the cassette/s are located
under the desktop.
4. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the cassette is

removably mounted within the chassis.

5. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein the cassette is slideably

mounted within the chassis.

6. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5 wherein the underside of the
desktop is recessed to accommodate part or all of the cassette and components

contained therein.
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systens; a power distribution systemto enable power to be passed fron&ﬁﬁ
| east. one desk to another desk and connectable to provide powe? ( dUkt

| east one cassette in each desk an electronics connections systemto
enabl e connection of electronics located in at |east one cassette in at

| east one desk with electronics located in at |east one other desk, both
the power distribution systemand the el ectronics connections system bei ng

substantially | ocated bheneath the desktop and within or adjacent the
chassis anft = exf &tk 3Flaimsshin Ay engel daimsHdo ga¥harelp compappthwithinat A desk

as cl ai medg) B3t 0BGk W RS 1RGVIRARE dBliaf D |'s | ocated
adj acent aedsrtggﬁ%g% s}]e e ate \/\ﬂ?sg%] a peré%g‘f:la%l V\o(%&t e?rg?l%tdgsg'd cassette
face includes one or nore ports and the cassette or one or nore ports in

t he cassetfe ar ccessible to that.person fromt.h ide. 3, A desk as
cl'ai mod ol al oo IR S eRCo SIS dadotien dhedeskRigtiesd under ¢ he
deskt op. 4jocilnglftkndsuch it RO dsEbtiRMYd @BRpShentd iRbil® the daSsefic WhRioBbd the
cassette is renovably nounted within the chassis. 5. A desk as clainmed in

any one ofaceessedhby unauthotizgfdpersoms.t he cassette is slideably nmounted within
the chassis. 6. A desk as clained in any one of clains 1 to 5 wherein the
undersi de of the desktop is recessed to accommbdate part or all of the

cassette agid comesieat dainfednih ahyetk 6 BdifisM. to BIviteréindhd pdPalistribubiodesk as
claimed in any one of clainms 1 to 6 wherein conponents within at |east one
cassette cipteBeandcletionies sprnestions SRS Ggneths ageasredly wrayiorked desk. 8. A
desk as clai in any one of clains 1 to 7 wherein the desk includes

| ocki ng ans such that the cassette and conponents inside the cassette
cannot be

10. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 9 wherein the desk comprises a
docking station and at least one cassette is a Laptop, Notebook or other portable
computer or electronics device that can be temporarily connected to the docking

station.

11. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 10 wherein the desk comprises

desk connecting means to interlock one desk to another desk or bridge unit.

12. A desk as claimed in claim 11 wherein the connecting means holds the
desks/bridge unit securely together when connected to each other but allows easy

disassembly when a desk is required to be moved.

13. A desk as claimed in claim 11 or claim 12 wherein the connecting means also

provides the means of supporting that side of at least one of the two connected desks.

14. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 11 to 13 wherein the connecting means

comprises two complimentary jigsaw shaped sides of two adjacent desktops.

15. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 14 wherein power and electronics
cables are, except for those extending to the VDU mouse keyboard and any other
devices above the work surface, substantially located beneath the desktop within the

chassis.

20



accessed by unauthorized persons. 9. A desk as clained in any oni of ﬁ|ﬂ@gﬁ
1 to 8 wherein the power distribution systemand electronics co fedbio
system cannot be accessed by unauthorized persons. 10. A desk as cl ai ned
in any one of clains 1 to 9 wherein the desk conprises a docking station
and at | east one cassette is a Laptop, Notebook or other portable conputer
or electronics device that can be tenporarily connected to the docking

eak. oo Itee. a8k AERRTAaY RodLofR® P BhdBatet GelRe FIBR ner " gest

or bridge imrprbtectl\?ecoﬁddﬂ@dmcﬂ(&tﬁdy@bﬁﬂfkcteﬂt@klféd@sl&.l wherein the connecting
means hol ds the desks/bridge unit securely together when connected to each

ot her but allows easy disassenbly when a desk is required to be noved. 13.

A desk as gy al TROickPaCdiinfBali A ofid 8 &Mhitds PR Rerli e QHIRAL bifheRaNS @l O

provi des the neans of supportin eas one 0

connect ed alepks .of ht.chAssiesk as cl ai med in any one of clainms 11 to 13
wherein the connecting nmeans conprises two conplinentary jigsaw shaped
sides of two adjacent desktops. 15. A desk as clainmed in any one of cl ai s

1 to 14 wheg ei nARRWEEs ARkhe iR GhY Qﬂé §Bclainddl ﬁﬁ?%ﬁereﬁ’fﬁ@ﬁias&?%o
extending to the VDU nouse keyboard and any other devices a he wor k

surface, saleashons %ﬂbleﬁhaon%ltremnbgfremzhlopatmrdmskd mglamd:fkmn sidhef tha:hhslm s. 20
2 0 JUL 2005 16. des e of. c 15 wherein the
cabl ing i s©IJEEPRY faP?lt Brrsé‘il %@hgﬁes&aﬁn&ﬁl‘% tonl?FarFS'Pn aﬁst?ﬁ'fﬁ/éct ed to the
desk. 17. A desk as clained in any one of clains 1 to 16 wherein the

conduits and trays are part of the chassis. 18. A desk as clained in any
one of clal%s 1Atdssk s ¢laigicdiip apyene pblaims Lionk$rwhasein power cables, network

and other systems cables extend from cable connecting means adjacent one side of
one desk to cable connecting means located adjacent a side of another desk, and the
connecting means enable easy connection of the cables of adjoining desks, thus
creating a continuous power circuit supplying adjoining desks and also a continuous

electronics network and communications circuit.

20. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 19 wherein at least one cable from
a power distribution system of one desk can be inserted into an adjacent desk and
connected to that desk so that power connection from one desk to an adjacent desk is

provided.

21. A desk as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 20 wherein at least one cable from
the electronics and/or a communications system of one desk can be inserted into an
adjacent desk and connected to that desk so that electronics and/or communications

connection from one desk to the other is provided.

22. A desk as claimed in claim any one of claims to 1 to 21 wherein each desk
comprises at least one mouth in each of at least two sides of the cassis through which
power and/or electronics cables may be inserted to enable connection of each desk
and at least one mouth comprises one or more flexible cushioning means where the
cables exit and the cushioning means are formed such that when two desks are

positioned side by side it compresses and thereby protects the cables where they cross
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at |east one cable channel running froma location in the regi om @ jgpe20gs
side of the desk to a region of another side of the desk and also to the
region of the cassette/s. 19. A desk as clained in any one of clains 1 to
18 wherein power cables, network and other systens cables extend from
cabl e con %:tEQ hh?a s adj acent one side of one desk to cable connecting
nmeans | oca égﬁg &Nt a side.of another desk, and the connecti ng neans
enabl e easy connection of the cabl es of adjoining desks, thus creating a
continuouggfomer circuit supplying adjoining desks and al so_a conti nuous

el ect r oni c&-net fdickverk @f desksGpmpasng Ao o moye of tho deska dawsiped in @yAmged in
any one of i i t | east one cable from a power

di stri but i%@@%ﬁeﬁ%&%ﬁ%%égétggﬁ be inserted into an adjacent desk and
connected to that desk so that power connection fromone desk to an

adj acent desk i roovi ded. 21. A desk as cl aj in.any. one of claLns 1 to
20 wher ei nz‘?at Iéé@ B&éysﬁeé’%)?%m??ﬂﬁgt“ﬁ@r’éﬂo&%lrtggg SQ‘??G%B?&él%ﬁﬁﬁﬁfcati ons
system of  QiienseRk CRREE Pt RireSH 1&£$&%ﬁdg@%§%§sﬁtedﬂma@&me§%ﬁ?ct ed to
t hat desk so that electronics and/or comunication connection from one
desk to t haecteslecan be gacurelyicomtaind] andl adeséct 4 amgdthxirdesk omthelogpositisideone of
clains to %%bo Zé mhe{ein each desk conprises at |east one nmouth in each
of at |east %B”-$%@B'of t he cassis through which power and/or electronics
cables may be inserted to enable connection of each desk and at |east one

nmout h conprises one or nore flexible cushioning nmeans where the cables
exit and t3e cubdisesking systam asclaieed igohiom 2 whereindke bridas uniids peEBREAr e
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conprising two or nore of the desks described in any one of clains 1 to 22
connected together. 24. A desking systemconprising two or nore of the
desks described in any one of

22



clainmg 1 to 22 further conprising at |east one bridge unit adapt2d JuLt 2005
cables from one desk can be securely contained and connect to another desk
on the opposite side of the bridge unit. 25. A desking system as cl ai ned
in claim24 wherein the bridge unit is primarily supported on at |east one
side by the desk to which it is connected. 22 ABSTRACT A desk and deski ng
system each desk bei ng adapted for connection to another desk as part of a
net:wor k of desks, each desk conpris%gnggcﬂesktop conprising sides, a
bot't om face, and a work surface on e top side of the desktop; desktop
support neans; a chassis conprising one or nore cassettes containing one or
nore electronics systems; a power distribution systemand an el ectronics
connect iAfdk ax$ H&MnghPdtbin, &k BERDRRNAALE Tdr BoReHkdOR aRBHeM s bpdrhéY a
chassis and extending fromone side of the desktop to another, connectable
to af | @gsvorabdesks sedndsslaenmprisingect abl e to sinilar adjacent desks at one
or nore, &sﬂt%ﬁ ‘comprising sides, a bottom-face, and a work surface on the top side of the desktop;
desktop support means; a chassis comprising one or more cassettes containing one or more
electronics systems; a power distribution system and an electronics connections system, both
mounted beneath the desktop and within the chassis and extending from one side of the desktop
10 to another, connectable to at least one cassette and connectable to similar adjacent desks at one or

more sides.
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