
The present invention is concerned with photo cross- linkable liquid
crystalline compounds of the general formula                 [err]
wherein        rings A - F    each signify pyridine-2,5-diyl, pyri-
midine-2, 5-diyl, trans- 1,4-cyclohexylene,
trans-1,3-dioxane-2,5-diyl or independ-                             ently
of one another 1,4-phenylene                             optionally
substituted with halogen,                             methyl and/or cyano;
Z[err], Z[err] and Z[err]   independently of one another signify
-CH[err]-(CH[err])[err], -(CH[err])[err]O-, -O(CH[err])[err], -COO-,
-OOC-, -(CH[err])[err]COO- or -(CH[err])[err]OOC-;        Z[err], Z[err]
and Z[err]    independently of one another signify a
single bond, -CH[err]CH[err]-, -CH[err]O-, -OCH[err]-,
-COO-, -OOC-, -(CH[err])[err]-, -O(CH[err])[err]- or
-(CH[err])[err]O-;        Z[err] and Z[err]       signify -(CY[err])[err]-,
-O(CY[err])[err]-, -(CY[err])sO-,
-(CY[err])[err]COO-, -(CY[err])[err]OOC-, -(Si[(CH[err])[err]]O)[err]-,
-OCH[err](Si[(CH[err])[err]O)[err]Si[(CH[err])[err]]CH[err]O- or
-NHCH[err](Si[(CH[err])[err]]O)[err]Si[(CH[err])[err]]CH[err]NH-;        Y
signifies hydrogen or fluorine;        m, n, q and r    independently of
one another signify 0, 1 



or 2;        s                   signifies a whole number of 1 to 1 6;
R[err] and R[err]      signify cross-linkable groups of the
structure CH[err]=CH-, CH[err]=CH-COO-,
CH[err]=C(CH[err])-COO-, CH[err]=C(Cl)-COO-,
CH[err]=C(Ph)-COO-, CH[err]=CH-COO-Ph-,
CH[err]=CH-CO-NH-, CH[err]=C(CH[err])-CONH-,
CH[err]=C(Cl)-CONH-, CH2=C(Ph)-CONH-,
CH[err]=C(COOR')-CH[err]-COO-, CH[err]=CH-O-,
CH[err]=CH-OOC-, Ph-CH=CH-, CH[err]-C(=NR')-,
-cis,trans HOO-CR'=CR'-COO-,                                    [err]
or                        [err]        Ph                signifies phenyl;
R'                signifies lower alkyl;      R"            signifies
methyl, methoxy, cyano or                         halogen, with the proviso
that R[err]-Z[err] and                         R[err]-Z[err] contain no
-0-0- or -N-0- groups;      R3                signifies hydrogen, halogen,
cyano or an                         alkyl, alkoxy, alkoxycarbonyl or
alkanoyloxy group optionally substituted                         with
methoxy, cyano and/halogen; and      X[err], X[err] and X[err]
independently signify hydrogen, halogen,                         cyano or
lower alkyl, whereby the two rings B and D can be the same or different
when m is 2 and/or n is 2, liquid crystalline mixtures which contain such
compounds and their use in the cross-linked state as optical components.


