An optical pellicle and package are disclosed. The optical pellicle
includes a pellicle nenbrane and a pellicle frame with a cover side, a
menbrane side and an outer edge. The pellicle nmenbrane is nounted and
covers a substantial portion of the mnmenbrane side of the pellicle frame.
The nenbrane side of the pellicle franme includes a peripheral region that
extends beyond the pellicle nmenbrane. In one enbodi nent of the 1invention,
the peripheral region includes a relieved3fortion at the periphery of the
menbrane side of the pellicle frame. Another enbodi nent includes one of the
previously descri TdptGlcal pellicles and a package. The package i ncl udes

a first piece and a d The fir l.ece includes a structure for
supporting an opti caq pel’li cPI(Eé‘q‘CI%Jr& U&Dr l?(f\t%bj(l’t\f%l:l s- configured to support the
optical pellicle so that the pellicle nenbrane is free fromcontact with
the first piece of the package. The second piece of the package is .
configured to nmate 4nopticakpgliiclerang package e disgoses| dbe wpticalepeljeleciacludes
pellicle within the package. Wen enclosed within the package, the

pel l'i cl e yipsERRembrideeshd 4 PEllieR Frafile with ovBeside, # medibtafi® SRIRChY &fF 68tedf

t he package. Finally, a nethod for assenbling such a packaged pellicle is

also d Sceld%se.e dl"he pellicle membrane is mounted and covers a substantial portion of the
membrane side of the pellicle frame. The membrane side of the pellicle frame includes a
peripheral region that extends beyond the pellicle membrane. In one embodiment of the
invention, the peripheral region includes a relieved portion at the periphery of the
membrane side of the pellicle'ﬁ'ame. .Another embodiment includes one of the previously
described optical pellicles and a package. The package includes a first piece and a
second piece. The first piece includes a structure for supporting an bptical'pellicle. The
structure is configured to support the optical pellicle so that the pellicle membrane is free
from contact with the first piece of the package. The second piece of the i)ackage is
configured to mate with the first piece, thereby enclosing the optical pellicle within the .
package. When enclosed within the package, the pellicle membrane is free from contact

with the first and second pieces of the package. Finally, a method for assembling such a

packaged pellicle is also disclosed.
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