
A method and apparatus for performing a surgical procedure on a patient is
described. An incision (20) is made into the tissue of the patient to
create a tissue pocket (30). Preferably, the tissue is corneal tissue of an
eye. A reflective element (50) is inserted into the pocket (30). An energy
source (82) generates a radiant energy signal, which is directed toward the
reflective element (50). Reflected energy is received from the reflective
element. A detector (94) determines the depth of the reflective element
(50) below the anterior surface based upon the energy reflected by the
reflective element (50). The speed of transmission of the radiant energy in
the reflective element is different than the speed of transmission of the
radiant energy in the tissue. The radiant energy may take the form of
ultrasound or light.    


