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it. However, these devices cannot ensure total safety, in particular

against any accidental contact with staff between the moment when the

needle is withdrawn from the patient's body and the moment when

removed from the device as previously described or when the device

and needle are thrown into a special box provided for such purpose.

it will be remembered that a syringe needle or any other device for
injecting a liquid substance into a human or animal body should have a
certain number of qualities. More particularly it should have a very
sharp free end so that it can be inserted quickly, accurately and as

painlessly as possible.

Therefore, one object of the present invention is to provide a needle for
medical use with a sharp end which does not, after use, present any
risk of pricking the medical staff.

Another object of the invention is to provide a said needle at a
competitive minimum price.

An additional object of the invention is to provide a medical device
equipped with a said needle. :

These objects, together with others which will appear hereinafter, are
achieved with a needle for medical use characterised according to the
invention in that one end of the needle is rounded and is provided with

a sharp tip.

Advantageously the sharp end is made of an inert material soluble in
body fluids, such as a sugar, salt or other similar product.

The present invention also relates to a medical device such as a
syringe or transfusion apparatus comprising a needle as defined
hereinbefore.
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A said tip, for example, can be made of a sugar, salt or any similar
product resistant to the sterilisation temperatures. The needle, like any
medical equipment, must be sterilised before use.

A needle according to the invention is constructed by known production
methods but without the sharpening step. As a result the distal end of
the needle is rounded and does not constitute any risk of the staff.

A drop of the inert material is placed on the rounded end and acquires
a sharp shape, forming the sharp tip.

In an embodiment, the rounded-end needle is vertically immersed, i.e.
with the rounded end downwards, in a hot solution of the inert material.
When raised, the drop of inert material retained takes the shape of a
sharp point during solidification.

During the actual puncture, whether subcutaneous, intramuscular or
intravenous, the sharp tip serves exactly the same purpose as a sharp
end on a needle but dissolves very quickly in body fluids, so that the-
duct in the needle is open at the said end and a substance can be
injected.
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