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A Pl ayback instructing unit (108) in a disk playback con- troller (28) has

.a function to instruct a CPU (42) to play back an optical disk (12) at

di ff'erent access positions in an absolute authentication process and an
arbitrary authen- tication process. An absolute decision unit (110) has a
function to be activated by an absolute authentication in- struction from
t he playback instructing unit (108) and_ authenticate the decided result

- froman authentication deci- sion nean§6(106) according to a first rule
(whi ch degh@rme o A0 : q FOINETEL a normal decision). An
arbi- trary deC|5|on unlt (112) has a functlon to be activated by an
arbitrary puskep ARPP & W ik RETUSICt i ng uni t

(108) and adthentlcate the deC|ded resuft fron1fhe authentlcatlon deci si on

unit (106) according to a u S norna

aut henti cati on based on an g%ﬂ%@ﬁ%lég iﬁg §i§éf§$€%§lf a speci al device
which can normally authenticate an optical disk (12) that should not be
aut henticated normally is connected to a disk access nechanism (14), .the
optical diAkpldghackainstoettimgtuhit QLA Enin catd&iskhopbaybaclredde speci al
device can reliably be detected to forcibly interrupt any frocess bei ng
carried otrellert(a8) thhasoptferctivnkte 1Mstapceid LRV vets) bko pkay vent ed

frombeing illegally copied. FIG 2
back an optical disk (12) at different access positions in

an absolute authentication process and an arbitrary authen-
tication process. An absolute decision unit (110) has a
'function to be activated by an absolute authentication in-
struction from the playback instructing unit (108) and
authenticate the decided result from an authentication deci-
sion means (106) according to a first rule (which declares
normal authentication based on a normal decision). An arbi-
trary decision unit (112) has a function to be activated by
an arbitrary authentication instruction from the playback
instructing unit (108) and authenticate the decided result
from the.authentication decision unit (106) according to a
second rule (which declares normal authentication based on
an abnormal decision). Even if a special device which can
normally authenticate an optical disk (12) that should not
be authenticatgd normally is connected to a disk access
mechanism (14), the optical disk (12) that should not be
authenticated normally or the special device can reliably be
detected to forcibly interrupt any process being carried
out, so that the optical disk (12) can efféctively be pre-

vented from being illegally copied.
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