-1- REMOVABLE DEVI CE FOR BALLASTI NG A SHOAER CURTAI N

W THOUT PERFORATI NG SAME 5 The present invention
relates to a renovabl e device, which can be used to
ball ast a shower curtain w thout perforating the sane,
such that the curtain remains vertically in place and
does not stick to a person taking a shower. To sol ve
this inconveni ence of the showerleurtain sticking to a
person taking a 10 shower, there are notably 2 devices
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the curtain, allowing it to be integrally manufactured
in a sane dense 15 material (netal), and to be
conprised of 2 elenentary shaped parts only. This
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el ongated 20 elenment (2), the device is then fixed to
the curtain (4) by positioning this second part (2)
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hol e. The said systemis duplicated across the | ower

end of the curtain (4) in order to 25 provide
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15  material (metal), and to be comprised of 2 elementary shaped parts only.,

This device is universal; it can be adapted to any curtain.
It comprises only two parts. The first ballast part (1) is provided with a hole (3). Part of
the curtain (4) is passed through the hole (3), followed by the second elongated
20  element (2), the device is then fixed to the curtain (4) by positioning this second part (2)
across the hole (3) once it has been passed fully through the same. The length of the
second part is greater than the diameter of the hole (3) and as a result the curtain (4)
cannot pass back through the hole.
The said system is duplicated across the lower end of the curtain (4) in order to

25  provide adequate, uniform ballast.

Figures 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of page 1/1 illustrate the different steps for assembling the

device.

30 The device is very simple. It comprises only two parts:
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30 The device is very sinple. It conprises only two
parts: PCT/ FR2006/ 001077 Printed at the EPO on Sep 05,
2007 17:26:37 -2- The first part is the one that wll
make up the ballast. This first part will be called the
"anchored part” (1) in this docunent. It is
characterised by a hole (3), and can have the shape of
a washer (like a tool washer us®d with a nut and
bolt). 5 A great nunber of shapes provided with a hole

woul d be. Bidighs irﬁsbﬁbnéthgwm@ﬁm%meaiahasbe listed.
q:)tlgrgufor a shape ke the washer allows to avoid

angl d8isgryparhyillbe §$%le6#‘e “anghoredpgrtt He indhip flogumentq) . A

flat It i Ghaddcter®dd Yoy alhoR (HhBALaPRAR 1R AR & 3adhkd/(1iR ool washer
traps the curtain (4) better by gripping it over a
great”éerd"gﬁraf“ﬁh"é‘ &'8a’ (Fig. 4). 10 The central hole (3)
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bal | a@fmgm&cmml(ai) be wi se to manufacture it in a dense
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t.al n allo fera )
stai nl es® f{? h& a‘“’ilﬁ ﬁ*ﬁ%e ﬁ‘é?rep FL&O anfl |t t‘[%{\lémm (4) better by
anch@ﬁﬁdng:iawerz(gr}at&r@urbee dréax@®ig. 40 the curtain (4). This
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anc htikegmgalrdr arf diJoy (preferhibly @sisless@n€). spat i al

configuration. - Having a width strictly |lower than the
di aneter of the hole (3) of the
15 - The second part allows the anchored part (1) to be fixed to the curtain (4).

This second part will be called the “anchoring part” (2) in this document.
It is elongated and can take the shape of an ice-cream stick.
Its dimensions correspond to the following restrictions:
- Having a length strictly greater than the diameter of the hole (3) of the
20 anchored part (1) in at least one spatial configuration.
- Having a width strictly lower than the diameter of the hole (3) of the
anchored part (1) in at least one spatial configuration.
A great number of shapes would be suitable but they cannot all be listed. Here are a few
non-exhaustive examples of the most suitable shapes:
25 - arod in the shape of an “ice-cream stick”,
- arod in the shape of a bowtie,
- a cylinder rounded at the ends,
- a thin metal or alloy stem folded in the shape of an 8,
- a thin metal or alloy stem folded in an oval shape.
30
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anchored part (1) in at |east one spatia

configuration. A great nunber of shapes woul d be
suitable but they cannot all be |listed. Here are a few
non- exhausti ve exanpl es of the nost suitable shapes: 25
- arodin the shape of an "ice-creamstick", - a rod
in the shape of a bowie, - a cylinder rounded at the
ends, - athin netal or alloy stémfolded in the shape
of an 8, - a thin netal or alloy stemfolded in an

oval shapﬁhe @ohdiet/ friReBe6s QhAthe %o Rid HaPFodbukdheuf=RQhRN The
Sep 2007 17:26;37 -3- The anchorage principle is

si m It%ﬂ“mfl‘t? h@ﬂ%@%&l%m e FurisE @) SHEp st and takas oplypefew
for fséoshddg this device to the curtain (4) is very

sinple and takes only a few seconds. 5 In an first

step (Fig. 1), the curtain (4) nust be placed between
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2), the chorin st. nee I o0 be, passe
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hol e t{ediple(Hi(Big- 4) .

The result of this handling is that the curtain (4) is trapped between the two parts,

15  the anchored part (1) remains in place, likewise for the anchoring part (2) that cannot
pass back through the hole, as its length is greater than the diameter of the hole (3).
Remember too that its width is lower than the diameter of the hole (3), without which it
would be impossible to pass it through.

To dismantle it, the sequence of the anchorage procedure described above is

20  applied in reverse order (Figs. 4, 3,2 and 1 of page 1/1).

This ballast device ballasts the area of the curtain to which it is fixed in a targeted
way (selective). Therefore it is advisable to duplicate the installation of this device (with
as many identical devices as proves necessary) on the whole width of the curtain to

25  uniform the ballast and ballast the curtain to the desired level. A device staggered in

rows across the lower end of the curtain proves to be particularly efficient (Fig .5).

For marketing and aesthetic reasons a decorative patch can be fixed onto the

device’s anchored part (already installed), this does not alter its functionalities in any
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The result of this handling is that the curtain (4) is
trapped between the two parts, 15 the anchored part

(1) remains in place, |ikew se for the anchoring part

(2) that cannot pass back through the hole, as its

| ength is greater than the dianeter of the hole (3).
Renmenber too that its width is |ower than the dianeter
of the hole (3), wi thout which F#- would be inpossible

to pass it through. To dismantle it, the sequence of

t he apghotiagenRoae Sgbl[p?edj&xscﬁ hé e b@iarm% deforma4{8n am& o way

in reverse order (Fig , 3, 2 and 1 of page 1/

Thi s B ?%@F“Yf&?‘i‘n@éx%%ﬂlqsésts the area of the curtal nto
which it is fixed in a targeted way (selective).
Therefore it j s advisable to duplicate the installation
of this deRoEkng ithernvegion i devics dotably intgpdsd fqkallas shower and
Pr oV eathtefA&SBit) rdadfe e M6 &xtenliddibibMbstt he curtain to
25 uniforn1éhe bal | ast and ballast the curtain to the
desired | 08T R2Hdyi ce staggered in rows across the

| ower end- méaufebecmbufatcmspr oves to be particularly

ef ficient éé; For marketing and aesthetic reasons
a decorati gatch can be fixed onto the device's
anchored part (already installed), this does not alter
its functionalities in any PCT/FR2006/ 001077 Printed
at the EPO on Sep 05, 2007 17:26:37 -4- way. This patch
could be clipped on or be fixed by elastic deformation
or any other way (non-exhaustive fixing exanples).
According to the invention the device is notably

i ntended to ballast shower and 5 bath curtains. But
its range of use can be extended to ballast: - indoor
curtains, - theatre or cinema curtains, - fabrics.
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PCT/ FR2006/ 001077 Printed at the EPO on Sep 05, 2007
17:26:37 -5- CLAIMS 5 1) Renovabl e device for
bal |l asting a shower curtain or a fabric w thout
perforating it, characterised by two parts: an anchored
part (1) intended to ballast, provided with an hole (3)
contained in a washer or in any other shape with no
protrudi ng angles to avoid tears5to the 10 curtain (4)
or fabric, and an anchoring part (2), intended to fix
the anchored part (1) to the curtain (4) or the
fabric, shaped so it can be passed fully through the
hole (3), the width of the andﬁ&ﬂpﬁb part (2) being
| oner than the 15 dianeter of the hole (3) of the
anchored part (1) in at |east one spatia
configuration, and the |ength of the anchoring part 2@
bei ng gr eBt er REWEYD le e RRUBENER ShTT KBt pr33 febric fvpiggout
anchor ed pafofatifgli), chdacRisdi®@Sho pire  spati al
configuration. 20 2) Renovabl e device according to
claim 1), chaafficRsrédié (Dynttdded @aie; ed part (1),
manufactured in a dense naterial,su as.a netal or
stai nl ess all oy, beiﬂawgaé m%ﬁﬂhé%&ﬁfPV%W§‘Pﬁﬂﬁ“mﬁgru‘mw
other shape with no protruding angles to avoid tears to the
10 curtain (4) or fabric,
and an anchoring part (2), intended to fix the anchored part (1) to
the curtain (4) or the fabric,
shaped so it can be passed fully through the hole (3),
the width of the anchoring part (2) being lower than the
15 diameter of the hole (3) of the anchored part (1) in at least one
spatial configuration,
and the length of the anchoring part (2) being greater than

the diameter of the hole (3) of the anchored part (1) in at least one

spatial configuration,
20
2) Removable device according to claim 1), characterised by the anchored
part (1), manufactured in a dense material such as a metal or a stainless alloy,
being flat and relatively thin.
25
3) Removable device according to claim 1) or 2), characterised by the
anchoring part (2) having one of the following shapes:
- arod in the shape of an ice-cream stick,
30 - arod in the shape of a bowtie,
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3) Renovabl e device according to claim1l) or 2),
characterised by the anchoring part (2) having one of
the followi ng shapes: - a rod in the shape of an
ice-creamstick, 30 - arod in the shape of a bowtie,
PCT/ FR2006/ 001077 Printed at the EPO on Sep 05, 2007
17:26:37 -6- - a cylinder rounded at the ends, - a thin

met al

or alloy stemfolded in thé-shape of an 8, - a

thin metal or alloy stemfolded in an oval shape. 5 4)

Renovabl e devi ce aGGQfifHeftSulded ARR «ds, Cl @i ms 1) to 3),
characterised by a decorative patch being fixed onto

the device after it*HagepbEdlipl drerlidehinderhwe otwd ain
(4) or the fabric,. afthif @bt aiby LR BRedh aPYvabli@sd i C
deformation. 10 5) Application of the device according
to one of clains 1) to 4) for ballasting wthout

pey forating: - shower curtains, - indoor curtains, 15
- theatre or cine curtains, - fabrics. 6) _Method for
bal l astind a gt@)ga?le@awfeaqci:pr@pg foBF Picelaings 1)4g 3h chpsspfegised by a

gccgar didaebrati¥® pah aBig Afxe€ logioNBe li}vi%eoafﬁe} it Hd@ﬂfe%?b(ﬁi%ds&ﬂo the
y It consi In . ssi ng.part of the curtaln or
b | o PO s Sipe Breddn CprRiear B 0T SiPrpaie. ( 1
through the hole (3), followed by

10

15

20

25

30

5) Application of the device according to one of claims 1) to 4) for ballasting
without perforating:
- shower curtains,
- indoor curtains,
- theatre or cinema curtains,

- fabrics.

6) Method for ballasting a shower curtain or fabric, using a device according
to any of claims 1) to 4), characterised by it consisting of passing part of the curtain (4)
or fabric from the same side of the anchored part (1) through the hole (3), followed by
the anchoring part (2), the latter being put across the hole (3) after being passed fully
through the hole (3), thus trapping the curtain (4) or the fabric, and as a result the
anchoring part (2) cannot pass back through the hole (3) thanks to its suitable

dimensions.

D Method for ballasting according to claims 6), characterised by fitting
several of these removable devices onto the whole width of the curtain (4) or the fabric,

so as to uniform the ballast and ballast the curtain (4) or the fabric until the desired level.
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t he anchoring part (2), the latter being put across the
hole (3) after being passed fully through the hole
(3), thus trapping the curtain (4) or the fabric, and
as a result the anchoring part (2) cannot pass back
through the hole (3) thanks to its suitable 25

di nensions. 7) Method for ballasting according to
clains 6), characterised by fitt7ng several of these
renovabl e devices onto the whole width of the curtain
(4) or the fabric, 30 so as to uniformthe ballast and
bal l ast the curtain (4) or the fabric until the desired
level . P81/ FMsBod cerodinerio piaim T rhaecterised Pp@egrmaaple ggvices
2007 vblifig gfead butid stagdpredViinld QetoR €eQbveHr BEH df theGliddin(4Y dr. fabric.
characterised by the renovabl e devi ces being spread out
in staggered rows across the | ower end of the curtain
(4) or fabric. 5 9) Method for dismantling a renovabl e

devi ce accordjn cl ai 1) to that bagll asts

Wi t hout pérf oP’Eﬁ’P&S"’éﬁsﬂq’g‘gﬁz By ierfieﬁlrce F“&B‘?iné o claims 1) to 4)
cha:r alk &faileﬁﬁ Owithout peforsling rmaﬂd“jfeﬂ gurmlh i ¢ fﬂ:?ii:l El&dalc?ﬁkdh)y the
applying the strict sequence .of the.specific_hallas

met h S RRIPS: beles earrisd §€8§¥18$ fhy S5t SPRPIEF & .t‘)hel*‘@e"léc ballast
PCT/ 230 & rofd1dd brdeRictditiiagltoataich B EPO on Sep 05, 2007
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