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What is claimed is: 

1. A recloseable package comprising: 

           (a)      a first and second sidewall joined along respective sidewall edges and 

a bottom to form a package with an open mouth; and    

(b) a recloseable zipper closure positioned adjacent the mouth, 

comprising: 

(i)       a first track comprising an interlocking profile, the first track 

further comprising a grasping flange having a free end 

positionable both above and below the interlocking profile; 

and an attachment flange being below the interlocking profile, 

the first track attached to the first sidewall at an anchored 

portion on the attachment flange; the grasping flange being 

unattached to the first sidewall between the sidewall edges; 

and  

            (ii)  a second track comprising a complementary interlocking 

profile, the second track attached to the second sidewall. 

2. The recloseable package of claim 1 wherein the grasping flange is part of a 

same, extruded member as the attachment flange. 

3. The recloseable package of claim 1 wherein the grasping flange is part of a 

same, co-extruded member as the attachment flange 

4. The recloseable package of claim 1 wherein the grasping flange is a separate 

member secured to the attachment flange. 

5. The recloseable package of claim 4 wherein the grasping flange is secured to 

the attachment flange below the interlocking profile. 

6. The recloseable package of claim 4 wherein the grasping flange is secured to 

the attachment flange behind the interlocking profile. 
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7. The recloseable package of claim 4 wherein the first track includes a pair of 

interlocking profiles, and the second track includes a pair of complementary 

interlocking profiles; and wherein the grasping flange is secured to the 

attachment flange between each of the interlocking profiles of the first track. 

8. The recloseable package of claim 1, wherein the second track further 

includes a second grasping flange with a free end positionable both above 

and below the complementary interlocking profile, and a second attachment 

flange below the complementary interlocking profile, the second track 

attached to the second sidewall at an anchored portion on the second 

attachment flange; the second grasping flange being unattached to the second 

sidewall between the sidewall edges. 

9. The recloseable package of any one of claims 1-8 wherein the first sidewall 

defines an opening sized to provide access to a portion of the grasping flange by one 

or more fingers from a position outside of the package. 

10. The recloseable package of claim 9 wherein the opening is located in the first 

sidewall spaced from the sidewall edges and adjacent to the first track. 

11. The recloseable package of any one of claims 9 and 10 wherein the opening 

is located less than 3 mm from the grasping flange. 

12. The recloseable package of any one of claims 9-11 wherein the opening 

comprises one of a slit, perforation, or gap in the first sidewall. 

13. The reloseable package of any one of claims 9-12 wherein the first sidewall 

includes a tab extending from a remaining portion of the first sidewall, and a gap is 

between the tab and the remaining portion of the first sidewall in communication 

with the opening. 

14. The recloseable package of claim 13 wherein the tab is arch-shaped. 
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15. The recloseable package of claim 14 wherein a peak of the arch-shaped tab is 

closer to the open mouth than ends of the arch-shaped tab. 

16. The recloseable package of claim 14 wherein ends of the arch-shaped tab are 

closer to the open mouth than a peak of the arch-shaped tab. 

17. The recloseable package of claim 13 wherein the tab extends a distance of 

greater than 50% along the zipper closure between the sidewall edges. 

18.    A recloseable zipper pouch comprising: 

(a) a surrounding wall having a closed bottom, first and second opposite 

sides, and first and second opposing wall panels between the first and 

second opposite sides, and an open mouth defined by terminal ends 

of the first and second opposing wall panels; the surrounding wall 

defining an interior volume therein;  

(b) a recloseable zipper closure between the terminal ends and the closed 

bottom; the zipper closure providing selective access to the interior 

volume through the mouth; the zipper closure including: 

(i)  an attachment flange having an inner surface and an outer 

surface; 

(ii) a first zipper profile member extending from the outer surface 

of the attachment flange and extending toward the second 

wall panel;  

(i) the attachment flange being secured to the first wall 

panel along only an anchored portion of the inner 

surface and being free of attachment to the first wall 

panel at a region behind the first zipper profile 

member; 

(ii) a second zipper profile member secured to the second wall 

panel and extending toward the first wall panel and in a 

location to engage the first profile member; 
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(iii) the first and second profile members being constructed and arranged to 

selectively interlock when pressed together and unlock when 

forced apart; and 

(c) an adjustable grasping flange integral with the attachment flange and 

being positionable between the attachment flange and the first wall 

panel;  

(i)  the grasping flange having a free end, a first surface, and an 

opposite second surface;  

(ii) the grasping flange being adjustable between a hidden 

position and a closure-opening position; 

(A) the hidden position including the free end being 

located between the attachment flange anchored portion and 

the first zipper profile member, and the first surface being 

adjacent the inner surface of the attachment flange; and 

(B) the closure-opening position including the first surface 

of the grasping flange pulled away from the inner surface of 

the attachment flange. 

19. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 18, wherein the closure-opening 

position includes the free end of the grasping flange extending toward the 

terminal ends of the mouth. 

20. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 18, wherein the closure-opening 

position includes the free end of the grasping flange below the terminal ends 

of the mouth. 

21. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 18, wherein the grasping flange is part 

of a same, extruded member as the attachment flange. 

22. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 18, wherein the grasping flange is part 

of a same, co-extruded member as the attachment flange. 
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23. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 18, wherein the grasping flange 

includes a fixed portion secured to the inner surface of the attachment flange, 

and the fixed portion of the grasping flange in not axially aligned with the 

first zipper profile member. 

24. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 23, wherein the fixed portion of the 

grasping flange is located between the anchored portion and the first zipper 

profile member. 

25. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 18, wherein the attachment flange has 

a profile member end and an opposite wall panel end; the first zipper profile 

member being secured to the attachment flange adjacent the profile member 

end; and the attachment flange being secured to the first wall panel at the 

wall panel end at the anchored portion; the anchored portion extending along 

a length of less than half of the attachment flange from the wall panel end 

toward the profile member end. 

26. The reclosable zipper pouch of claim 18, wherein the zipper closure further 

includes: 

(a) a third zipper profile member extending from the outer surface of the 

attachment flange and extending toward the second wall panel; the 

third zipper profile member being spaced from the first zipper profile 

member; and 

(b) a fourth zipper profile member secured to the second wall panel and 

extending toward the first wall panel and in a location to engage the 

third profile member; the fourth zipper profile member being spaced 

from the second zipper profile member. 

27. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 26, wherein the grasping flange is 

located between the first zipper profile member and the third zipper profile 

member. 
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28. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 18, wherein the zipper closure further 

includes: 

(a)  a second attachment flange having an inner surface and an outer 

surface; 

(i) the second zipper profile member extending from the outer 

surface of the second attachment flange;  

(i) the second attachment flange being secured to the 

second wall panel along only an anchored portion of 

the inner surface of the second attachment flange and 

being free of attachment to the second wall panel at a 

region behind the second zipper profile member; and 

(b) a second adjustable grasping flange integral with the second 

attachment flange and being positionable between the second 

attachment flange and the second wall panel;  

(i)  the second grasping flange having a free end, a first surface, 

and an opposite second surface;  

(ii) the second grasping flange being adjustable between a hidden 

position and a closure-opening position; 

(A) the hidden position of the second grasping flange 

including the free end of the second grasping flange being 

located between the second zipper profile member and the 

second attachment flange anchored portion; and the first 

surface of the second grasping flange being adjacent the inner 

surface of the second attachment flange; and 

(B) the closure-opening position of the second grasping 

flange including the first surface of the second grasping flange 

pulled away from the inner surface of the second attachment 

flange. 

29. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 28, wherein the closure-opening 

position of the second grasping flange includes the free end of the second 

grasping flange extending toward the terminal ends of the open mouth. 
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30. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 28, wherein the closure-opening 

position of the second grasping flange includes the free end of the second 

grasping flange below the terminal ends of the open mouth. 

31. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 28, wherein the second grasping 

flange is part of a same, extruded member as the second attachment flange. 

32. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 28, wherein the second grasping 

flange is part of a same, co-extruded member as the second attachment 

flange. 

33. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 28, wherein the second grasping 

flange includes a fixed portion secured to the inner surface of the second 

attachment flange, and the fixed portion of the second grasping flange is 

located between the anchored portion of the second attachment flange and 

the second zipper profile member. 

34. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 33, wherein the fixed portion of the 

second grasping flange in not axially aligned with the second zipper profile 

member. 

35. The recloseable zipper pouch of any one of claims 18-34 wherein the first 

wall panel defines an opening sized to provide access to a portion of the grasping 

flange by one or more fingers from a position outside of the zipper pouch. 

36. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 35 wherein the opening is located in 

the first wall panel spaced from the first side and second side and adjacent to the 

first zipper profile. 

37. The recloseable zipper pouch of any one of claims 35 and 36 wherein the 

opening is located less than 3 mm from the grasping flange. 
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38. The recloseable zipper pouch of any one of claims 35-37 wherein the 

opening comprises one of a slit, perforation, or gap in the first wall panel. 

39. The reloseable zipper pouch of any one of claims 35-38 wherein the first 

wall panel includes a tab extending from a remaining portion of the first wall panel, 

and a gap in communication with the opening is between the tab and the remaining 

portion of the first wall panel. 

40. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 39 wherein the tab is arch-shaped. 

41. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 40 wherein a peak of the arch-shaped 

tab is closer to the open mouth than terminal ends of the arch-shaped tab. 

42. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 40 wherein terminal ends of the arch-

shaped tab are closer to the open mouth than a peak of the arch-shaped tab. 

43. The recloseable zipper pouch of claim 39 wherein the tab extends a distance 

of greater than 50% along the zipper closure between the first side and second side 

of first wall panel. 

44. A method of opening a zipper closure of a recloseable zipper pouch, the 

zipper pouch including a first and second sidewall joined along respective 

sidewall edges and a bottom to form a package with an open mouth; and the 

zipper closure positioned adjacent the mouth,  including (i) a first track 

comprising an interlocking profile, the first track further comprising a first 

flange having a free end positionable both above and below the interlocking 

profile; and a second flange being below the interlocking profile, the first 

track attached to the first sidewall at an anchored portion on the second 

flange; the first flange being unattached to the first sidewall between the 

sidewall edges; and (ii) a second track comprising a complementary 

interlocking profile releasably mated to the interlocking profile of the first 

track, the second track attached to the second sidewall; the method 

comprising: 
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(a) reaching into an interior of the pouch to grasp the first flange and 

then moving the first flange toward a mouth of the pouch; 

(b) pulling the first flange in a direction away from the second track; the 

first flange and the second track each being secured to one of the 

mated interlocking profiles;  

(c)  opening the zipper closure by pulling the first flange and the second 

track until the mating interlocking profiles are disengaged; and 

wherein the step of grasping the first flange includes unfolding the first flange to 

move the free end of the first flange toward a position adjacent a 

terminal end of the mouth of the pouch. 

45. The method of claim 44 further comprising a step of reaching into the 

interior of the pouch to grasp a flange of the second track and then moving 

the flange of the second track toward the mouth.  

46. The method of claim 45 wherein the step of moving the flange of the second 

track includes unfolding the flange of the second track to move a free end 

toward a position adjacent a terminal end of the mouth of the pouch. 

47. The method of any one of claims 44-46 wherein the step of reaching into the 

interior of the pouch includes inserting one or more fingers through an 

opening in a sidewall of the pouch to grasp the first flange. 

48. The method of claim 47 further including a step of breaking one or more 

perforations in the sidewall of the pouch to create a size in the opening to 

allow insertion of one or more fingers through the opening. 

49. The method of claim 47 wherein the step of inserting one or more fingers 

includes inserting the one or more fingers under a tab in the sidewall 

extending from a remaining portion of the sidewall. 


