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The present invention relates to a passenger conveyor
such as an escal ator and a novi ng wal kway. Mre
particularly, it pertains to., passenger conveyor in
whi ch an operation condi ay device, a
passenger detecting devi c[éégg ﬂiﬂéh on are conpactly
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panel where a handrail enters and exits. Background
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The end of the balustrade panel 3 is covered with an
end-deck cover 6 for an attractive design. A front surface 6a of
the end-deck cover 6 is generally postured perpendicular to a
floor 2a of the platform 2.

As shown in Fig. 13, an operation panel 7 for operating
the escalator 1 is attached on a side surface 6b of the end-deck
cover 6.

As shown in Figs. 14 and 15, an inlet safety device 8 and
switches of the operation panel 7 are received within the
end-deck cover 6. If a passenger has his or her body, clothing,
or baggage drawn into the inlet 5, the inlet safety device 8
detects the trouble and stops the operation of the escalator 1.

As shown in Fig. 16, some passenger conveyors have a
pair of right and left standing columns 11L and 11R disposed in
front of the platform 2. The pair of columns 11L and 11R

- respectively have a pair of detecting sensors 12L and 12R
between which an optic axis is formed. Upon interruption of



front of the platform2. The pair of colums 11L and
11R 35 respectively have a pair of detecting sensors
12L and 12R between which an optic axis is forned.
Upon interruption of 2 the optical axis by a
passenger approaching the escalator 1, the escal ator
1 can be activated or accel eated. Passenger conveyors
are usually installed in public gathering places such
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Simitarly, it is not preferable in terms of the desigh and
the manufacturing cost to provide, as shown in Fig. 16, the

25 detecting sensors 12L and 12R for detecting an approach of a
passenger on the right and left columns 11L and 11R disposed
in front of the platform 2.

Then, as shown in Fig. 17, a passenger detecting sensor
14 can be disposed below the inlet 5.

30 However, there are the disadvantages that the passenger
detecting sensor 14 is exposed to the platform 2, which
deteriorates a design thereof. Further, since a part of the
handrail 4 entering or exiting the inlet 5 is extended parallel to
the floor 2a of the platform 2, a detection area where an

35 approach of a passenger can be detected is narrowed.




detecting sensor 14 is exposed to the platform 2,
which deteriorates a design thereof. Further, since a
part of the handrail 4 entering or exiting the inlet
5 is extended parallel to the floor 2a of the
platform 2, a detection area where an 35 approach of
a passenger can be detected is narrowed. 3 SUMVARY OF
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inlet safety device, the coperation device, and the operation
condition display device are disposed in the end-deck cover.

25 The handrail can be formed to have a part which is
linearly extended at a predetermined angle relative to the floor
of the platform, when viewed horizontally from the lateral side,
so as to enter and exit the end-deck cover.

The end-deck cover has an inclined surface which is

30 inclined to face a center part of the floor of the piatform when
viewed vertically from above, and is inclined to face an upper
side of the center part when viewed horizontally from the lateral
side.

The operation condition display device is arranged in the

- 35 end-deck cover such that a display surface of the operation

condition display device is extended along the inclined surface.



The end-deck cover has an inclined surface which is
30 inclined to face a center part of the floor of the
pl atform when viewed vertically fromabove, and is
inclined to face an upper side of the center part
when viewed horizontally fromthe |ateral side. The
operation condition display device is arranged in the
35 end-deck cover such that a display surface of the
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operation condition display device.

The passenger detecting device can be arranged in the
end-deck cover on & side of the display part of the operation
condition display device.

25 The passenger conveyor according to the present
invention can further comprise: a surface plate of an outside
wall surface forming the balustrade panel, which provides an
outside wall surface facing a step where a passenger gets on; a
screw for thread-mounting the surface plate on a frame; and an

30 ornamental member attached on an outer surface of the surface
plate, for covering a head of the screw.

The passenger conveyor according to the present
invention can further comprise: a skirt guard extending adjacent
to a step where a passenger gets on and off; and a strip-like

35 light means for lighting the step, which is disposed on the skirt
guard and is extended along a length thereof.




i nvention can further conprise: a surface plate of an
outside wall surface form ng the bal ustrade panel,

whi ch provides an outside wall surface facing a step
where a passenger gets on; a screw for

t hread-nmounting the surface plate on a franme; and an

30 ornanmental nenber attachedson an outer surface of

the surface plate, for covering a head of the screw.
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operation device, the operation condition display device, and the
passenger detecting device,

25 In addition, the operation device can be disposed away
from the step in the inner space of the end-deck cover. Thus, a
safety of the escalator operated by the operation device can be
improved.

Since the inclined surface of the end-deck cover on which

30 the display part of the operation condition display device is
disposed is inclined to face the upper side of the center part of
the platform, an observability by a passenger of the display part
of the operation condition display device can be exceedingly
enhanced.

35 Since the handrail inlet safety device, the operation
condition display device, the operation device, and the



operation device, the operation condition display
devi ce, and the passenger detecting device. 25 In
addition, the operation device can be di sposed away
fromthe step in the inner space of the end-deck
cover. Thus, a safety of the escal ator operated by
the operation device can be gnproved. Since the
inclined surface of the end-deck cover on which 30
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conveyor of a third embodiment of the present invention;
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essential part of Fig. 1;
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- showing an interior of an end-deck cover;
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interior of the end-deck cover;

Fig. 7 is a horizontal view schematically showing the
30 interior of the end-deck cover;

Fig. 8 is a horizontal view schematically showing the
interior of the end-deck cover;
Fig. 9 is a longitudinally sectional view schematically
showing a passenger detecting device disposed in the end-deck
35 cover; '

Fig. 10 is a cross-sectional view schematically showing




20 conveyor of a second enbodi ment of the present
invention; Fig. 3 is a general perspective view
showi ng a passenger conveyor of a third enbodi nent of
the present invention; Fig. 4 is an enlarged _
perspective view showing an essential part of Fig. 1,
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Embodiments of a passenger conveyor according to the

present invention are hereinafter described in detail with
20 reference to Figs. 1 to 12. 1In the description below, the parts

having the same structure and function have the same

reference numbers, and overlapped description will be omitted.

General structures of the embodiments of a passenger
conveyor according to the present invention are described below

25 with reference to Figs. 1 to 3.

Escalators (passenger conveyors) 100, 110, 120
respectively shown in Figs. 1 to 3 serve to transfer passengers -
from a ground floor to a second floor in a building. The
escalator 100 shown in Fig. 1 has a balustrade panel 21 formed

30 Dby a single transparent reinforced giass.

The escalator 110 shown in Fig. 2 has a balustrade panel
23 formed by two transparent reinforced glasses parallel to each
other, and a handrail light 22 is received in a space between the
two glasses of the balustrade panel 23.

35 The escalator 120 shown in Fig. 3 has a handrail 24
formed by a stainless plate, and a platform light 25 disposed




Enbodi nents of a passenger conveyor according to the
present invention are hereinafter described in detail
with 20 reference to Figs. 1 to 12. In the description
bel ow, the parts having the same structure and
function have the sanme reference nunbers, and
over | apped description will I omtted. General
structures of the enbodi nents of a passenger conveyor
r t he ent invention are described bel ow
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Further, the larger space between the lower surface 26d
of the handrail 26 and the floor 2a can provide a space
necessary to receive therein an operation condition display
device 50, an inlet safety device 60, an operation device 70,
and a passenger detecting device 80, which are described
hereinbelow.

As shown in Fig. 4 in enlargement, an end-deck cover 40
covering a surrounding area of the inlet part 27 out of which the
handrail 26 moves is disposed near the floor 2a of the platform
2 at an end of the balustrade panel 21.

As best shown in Fig. 5, the end-deck cover 40 has an
inclined surface 41 which is inclined to face an upper side of a
center part of the platform 2 when viewed horizontally from the
lateral side. As best shown in Fig. 8, the inclined surface 41 is
inclined to face the center part of the platform 2 when viewed




15 along an arcuate curve. The part 26c extends
parallel to the floor 2a of the platform2. As
clearly shown in Fig. 5 since the linear part 26a of
the handrail 26 is inclined at an angle a relative to
the floor 2a of the platform2, a |arger space can be
secured between a | ower 20 sgrface 26d of the handrai
26 and the floor 2a. Thus, there is less risk for a

n yght thereln Further, the | arger
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20t he escahatdowPqni Fig. &Y CESE! NardBreediMet safety device 60 is
formed such that a body thereof has a smaller thickness
dimension T1 when viewed from the lateral side. As shown in
Fig. 6, a width dimension W1 of the handrail inlet safety device
60 is formed equal to or smaller than a width dimension W2 of
25 the handrail 26 when viewed from the front. Thus, the handrail
inlet safety device 60 can be arranged in the end-deck cover 40
along the lower surface 26d of the handrail 26.
Therefore, the operation condition display device 50 and
the handrail inlet safety device 60 can vertically be laid out, and
- 30 thus compactly received inside the end-deck cover 40, which is
a triangular space formed between the lower surface 26a of the
handrail 26 and the floor 2a of the platform 2 when viewed
horizontally from the lateral side.
As shown in Figs. 6 to 8, the operation device 70
35 operating the escalator 100 can be positioned in the end-deck
cover 40 on a side of the operation condition display device 50




that the escalator 100 is unavailable fromthe side in
guestion, and a "character mark" such as "AUTQVATI C'
indicating that the escalator 100 is autonmatically
operated. 15 As shown in Fig. 5, the operation
condition display device 50 has the display part 51
and a display control part 53g horizontally arranged
rearward the display part 51. The display part 51 has
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in the light window 34a, and a fluorescent light 35 disposed
inside the skirt guard 32.

25 Thus, not only can the step 31 be brightly lighted, but
also the boundary between the step 31 and the skirt guard 32
can be readily identified. Therefore, troubles such as a
passenger's shoe being caught in a gap therebetween can be
prevented from occurring.

30 As shown in Fig. 12, a surface plate 91 of an outside wall
surface forming the balustrade panel 21 provides an outside
wall surface facing the step 31 where a passenger gets on. The
surface plate 91 is thread-mounted and secured on a bracket 93
fixed on a frame 92 by a screw 94.

35 A head of the screw 94 is covered with an ornamental
member 95 attached on an outer surface of the surface plate




di splay part 51 of the operation condition display
device 50. 10 Such a constitution allows an infrared
sensor of the passenger detecting device 80 to face

the center part of the platform 2 through the w ndow
4l1a formed on the inclined surface 41 of the end-deck
cover 40. Accordingly, a pasgenger approaching the
platform 2 can be surely detected. 15 As shown in

Figs. 1 to 3, a pair of right and left skirt guards
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an escalator, the present invention can of course be applied to a
moving walkway.

Various information such as pictorial symbols displayed in
a display part may be indicated by any means such as lighting,
flickering, flowing the symbols in a vertical or lateral direction,
provided that a passenger can acknowledge the indication,

In addition, apart from the above description, various
information displayed in a display part can include information
about shops in a building and events held therein where an
escalator is installed. Not limited to a single pictorial symbol,
two or more pictoriat symbols can be displayed in the display
part.

A passenger detecting device may be of any type,
provided that a sensor thereof can detect a passenger. For
example, the passenger detecting device may be a non-contact
type sensor such as a light sensor, a heat-sensitive sensor, an




A connection nmenber 96 nmade of resin or netal has
substantially an S-shaped | ongitudi nal section. An end
of the surface plate 91 is inserted in one U shaped
groove of the connection nenber 96, while an end of
the skirt guard 32 is 10 inserted in the other
U-shaped groove, whereby thei{surface plate 91 and the
skirt guard 32 are supported. The surface plate 91

an ir r 0.n ir co
ot ALY aFuBEL SEr8PRL e Anbliha ERBRY ocMiBFiatoLs, the
depagsender detettihgsiavdide payebe2d aoarabe typpresmsprasuch
we currence of disadvantages to a
paéééﬁggﬁpgéﬁs é prevented. The enbodi nents of the
passenger conveyor according to the present invention
ghave been described in detail above. However, the
present invention is not limted thereto, and various
changes and nodifications are naturally possible. 20
For exanple, although all the enbodiments are related
to an escalator, the present invention can of course
be applied to a noving wal kway. Various information
such as pictorial synbols displayed in a display part
may be indicated by any neans such as lighting, 25
flickering, flowing the synbols in a vertical or
| ateral direction, provided that a passenger can
acknow edge the indication. In addition, apart from
t he above description, various information displayed
in a display part can include information about shops
in a building and events held therein where an 30
escal ator is installed. Not Iimted to a single
pictorial synmbol, two or nore pictorial synbols can
be displayed in the display part. A passenger
detecting device may be of any type, provided that a
sensor thereof can detect a passenger. For 35
exanpl e, the passenger detecting device may be a
non-contact type sensor such as a |ight sensor, a
heat - sensitive sensor, an 12 wultrasonic sensor, and a
human sensor. Alternatively, the passenger detecting
device may be a contact type sensor such




as a |l oad sensor. 5 13 CLAIMS The passenger conveyor
i ncludi ng an escal ator and a novi ng wal kway,
conprising: a surface plate of an outside wall surface
form ng a balustrade panel, which provides an outside
wal | surface facing steps,where a passenger gets on
and off: a skirt guard exténded in a predeternined
direction near the steps where a passenger gets on
and of f; and a connecti enamegber having substantially
an S-shaped section, for connecting the surface plate
and the skirt guard. 2. The passenger conveyor
laccorblé ngatwertjedi Mohve WLl Shd udifg GONREChI QRc FEARE! 5

m%%% one_ U} shaped grooye.to. whi ch an end. of the
SurfacE pidte FEPHsE%d and the other U shaped
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guard extendi ng adj acent tp a step where a passenger
getsao%%%ﬁﬂg%F&? §%ﬁeﬁgg?r?%-?iRﬁg%?ﬁﬁﬁ@lﬁﬁﬁnglFéFtlon
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guard and is.extended _alqng a |ength thereof.
@ - connection member having substantially an S-shaped
.gection, for connecting the.surface plate and the skirt

guard.

2. The passenger conveyor according to claim 1, wherein
the connection member has one U-shaped groove to.
which an end of the surface plate is inserted and the
other U-shaped groove to which an end of the skirt guard
is inserted, to thereby support the surface plate and the

skirt guard.

3. A passenger conveyer including an escalator and a
moving walkway, comprising:

a skirt guard extending adjacent to a step where a
passenger gets on and off; and

a strip-like light means for lighting the steps,
which is disposed on the skirt guard and is extended

along a length thereof.




