1 KITCHEN HOB The present invention refers to a kitchen hob. Known type kitchens include a working
plane, usually 5 called "top", made of natural stone, such as marble, granite, agglomerated materials, for
example okite, etc, onto which a hob is applied provided with a plurality of elements which can be heated,
generally defined as "fires". 10The hob of the kitchens of known type is inserted inside a breaking defined
in the top and is usually made of steel. Due to aesthetic reasons the use of cooking surfaces made of
natural stone or similar has recently spread. 15 Maote speeifically, nowadays the hobs thus made are
integrally defined fully in working plane, that is in the top. This type of implementation of the hobs
presents, however, some drawbacks. 20Indeed, the production of a hob built-in in the top of a kitchen

turns out to be remarkaily expepsive forthe pagticularand difficultiwerksavhichymust be performed. It is
known to the technician of the field that the transport and execution of cutting processes of natural 25

stone slabs usually havifig®smalPfhickheSE Cotnpared 16 thePother ditién Sre paitiédtarly complex
and require long executigntimpes: + o dhe high ostrof preductionsafdhe hobswith-ratuwrahstene made in

single piece with the top allows its 30purchase to a limited number of users. Moreover, this type of hobs
rnustbetaﬂorwnade,ﬂﬁﬂanlte' agglomerated materials, for example okite]
etc, onto which a hob is applied provided with a
plurality of elements which can be heated, generally
defined as "fires".

10 The hob of the kitchens of known type 1s inserted
inside a breaking defined in the top and is wusually
made of steel.

Due to aesthetic reasons the use of cooking surfaces
made of natural stone or similar has recently spread.

15 More specifically, nowadays the hobs thus made are
integrally defined fully in working plane, that is in
the top.

This type of implementation of the hobs presents,
however, some drawbacks.

20 Indeed, the production of a hob built-in in the top of
a kitchen turns out to be remarkably expensive for the
particular and difficult works which must be performed.
It is known to the technician of the field that the
transport and execution of cutting processes of natural

25 stone slabs usually having a small thickness compared
to the other dimensions are particularly complex and
require long execution times.

The high cost of production of the hobs with natural
stone made in single piece with the top allows its

30 purchase to a limited number of users.

Moreover, this type of hobs must be tailor-made, that



2 is on the basis of the shape and sizes of the kitchen of the customer, therefore these hobs cannot be
applied on yet existing tops. It follows, therefore, that the scope of application of the hobs thus made is
5considerably limited. The main task of the present invention is to devise a kitchen hob which allows to
keep the aesthetic effect of the hobs built-in in the top of a kitchen and which has, at the same time, a
lower cost and more flexible 10use. In particular, a purpose of the present invention is to provide a hob
which can be applied even on yet existing top and which can be thus used to replace a common hob
made of steel. 15Anothet pefpdseofthdlpreséntinertio s © ctedte?s hoBiwhitR cahtse @asily

integrated with a top madeafhatural stene, conglemerate gesimilaneven by the manyfacturer of the top
itself. Yet another purpose of the present invention is to 20 devise a hob which has a construction and

transport simpler and e2&ie¥ thartthe hdBS niadein sifglé Piecd withthetep Vfthe kitéfer: ¥ last but mot

least purpose of the presepdnvetiondste pravidea hgk whigh has mechanical strgpgth 25 features at
least equal to those ones of the hobs of known type. Another purpose of the present invention is to

indicate a kitcher? hob WA &Ifd@S 19 obeFcdifie the mentioned drawbacks of the prior art within the circle
of a 30simple, rational selutign of easyiand-efficientyseand 3invention is to devise a

kitchen hob which allows to keep the aesthetic effect
of the hobs built-in in the top of a kitchen and which
has, at the same time, a lower cost and more flexible

10 use.

In particular, a purpose of the present invention is to
provide a hob which can be applied even on yet existing
top and which can be thus used to replace a common hob
made of steel.

15 Another purpose of the present invention is to create a
hob which can be easily integrated with a top made of
natural stone, conglomerate or similar even by the
manufacturer of the top itself.

Yet another purpose of the present invention is to

20 devise a hob which has a construction and transport
simpler and easier than the hobs made in single piece
with the top of the kitchen.

A last but mot least purpose of the present invention
is to provide a hob which has mechanical strength

25 features at least equal to those ones of the hobs of
known type.

Another purpose of the present invention is to indicate
a kitchen hob which allows to overcome the mentioned
drawbacks of the prior art within the circle of a

30 simple, rational solution of easy and efficient use and



with a reduced cost. The purposes exposed above are achieved by the present hob, characterized in that
it comprises: at least one support element which can be positioned 5 onto a bearing structure and made
of a material coming from at least one natural stone, said support element defining at least one visible
surface, intended to be facing upwardly, and at least one laying surface, intended to be facing
downwardly; 10- and at least one reinforcement slab integyally associated with said laying surface. Other
features and advantages of the present invention will be more apparent from the description of a
preferred, but not exclusiié! embsdiriént 6 kitchen 15hob, illustrated by indicative, but not limiting, way

in the appended drawing,tables jnwhichs .figure 1 is,-anassopometric view gf,ahob agcording to the
invention in a first embodiment; figure 2 is an assonometric view of a hob according 20to the
invention in a second enbodifterita Fidtiré 23 amt as&8horetfEREW &t fHie supporting element of the hob

of figure 1; figuredisanassgrometrevigwoftheeinforcengnt slabafthehob gtfiguee Lionea
5 onto a bearing structure and made of a material
coming from at least one natural stone, said support
element defining at least one visible surface,
intended to be facing upwardly, and at least one
laying surface, intended to be facing downwardly;
10 - and at least one reinforcement slab integrally
associated with said laying surface.
Other features and advantages of the present invention
will Dbe more apparent from the description of a
preferred, but not exclusive, embodiment of a kitchen
15 hob, illustrated by indicative, but not limiting, way
in the appended drawing tables in which:
- figure 1 is an assonometric view of a hob according
to the invention in a first embodiment;
- figure 2 is an assonometric view of a hob according
20 to the invention in a second embodiment;
- figure 3 1is an assonometric view of the supporting
element of the hob of figure 1;
- figure 4 is an assonometric view of the
reinforcement slab of the hob of figure 1;
25 - figure 5 1s a representation of the application
phase of the reinforcement slab of figure 4 to the
support element of figure 3;
- figure 6 is an assonometric view of the supply means
of the hob of figure 1;

30 - figure 7 is an enlargement of a detail of the hob of



25- figure 5 is a representation of the application phase of the reinforcement slab of figure 4 to the support
element of figure 3; figure 6 is an assonometric view of the supply means of the hob of figure 1; 30- figure
7 is an enlargement of a detail of the hob of 4 figure 2; figure 8 is an exploded view of a kitchen furniture
comprising the hob of figure 2; figure 9 is a section view of a kitchen furniture 5comprising the hob of
figure 1; figure 10 is a section view of a kitchen furniture gomprising the hob of figure 2.  With particular
reference to these figures, a hob for kitchens is globally indicated with the reference 10number 1.
According to the invention, th&'Hdsh % includes at least one support element 2 made of a material coming

from a natural stone and at-least one reinforcement slab; 3jntegrally associated,with, the support element
2. 15 The support element 2 is positioned on an existing bearinsg structure L defining what in jargon is
[

called "kitchen top" or "kitcRE€AIaReé™ THe Be&fiRg Struttdre e isthen suitable to support the hob 1 and

includes at least one rest element P gdefining adest plane-R' Z0faging, upwardly in yse andprevided with at
least one breaking S. The support element 2 defines a visible surface 2a, intended to be facing upwardly,

and a laying surface 2b, infEHERIOHE fa&iRgHFvRbarldiy o fowards the

- figure 10 is a section view of a kitchen furniture
comprising the hob of figure 2.

With particular reference to these figures, a hob for

kitchens 1is globally indicated with the reference

10 number 1.

According to the invention, the hob 1 includes at least
one support element 2 made of a material coming from a
natural stone and at least one reinforcement slab 3
integrally associated with the support element 2.

15 The support element 2 1s positioned on an existing
bearing structure L defining what in jargon is called
"kitchen top" or "kitchen plane". The bearing structure
L is then suitable to support the hob 1 and includes at
least one rest element P defining a rest plane P’

20 facing upwardly in use and provided with at least one
breaking S.

The support element 2 defines a visible surface 2a,
intended to be facing upwardly, and a laying surface
2b, intended to be facing downwardly or towards the

25 bearing structure.

The support element 2 can have several conformations.
For example, it could be slab-shaped, as shown in the
embodiment of figure 2, or it may have a raised edge 4
to limit the wvisible surface 2a, as shown 1in the

30 embodiment of figure 1.



25bearing structure. The support element 2 can have several conformations. For example, it could be
slab-shaped, as shown in the embodiment of figure 2, or it may have a raised edge 4 to limit the visible
surface 2a, as shown in the 30embodiment of figure 1. 5 Properly, the support element 2 has thickness
between 20 mm and 60 mm. More particularly, the thickness of the support element 2 varies depending
on the mode of application of the hob to the bearing structure L. 5 Advantageously, the support element

2 is made of a material selected from the group consisting of: natural stones, such as marble and granite,
and natural stones aggioiABrateE; manitifactiieetfor MsETEE thfoutindtstial pfecee’b¥ECstich as okitet.

10According to the inventiop, thereinfercgmentsiab Jis-assaciatedwith the layingsirface2b of the
support element 2. Preferably, the reinforcement slab 3 is of metallic type, for example made of AISI 304
stainless steel. 15 Difféfsht erfdimertSRewhich theréfforéenteitistab 8Ms Msde 6 forkmetallic

materials, are, howevep ot exciuded.o £ ApRropsiately, the-reinforcement slaky 3¢ infegrally associated
with the support element 2 by means of 20adhesives. The reinforcement slab 3 is intended to rest on the
bearing structure’L. TheheH t 2 ldludeshEne BB elEEhte whith ¢&n B&Agatéd 5,2commonly

defined as "fires”, facing25thevisible surfage 2a-and suitable o providesbeattaa pot of the like.
stones, such as marble and granite, and natural stones
agglomerates, manufactured for instance through
industrial processes, such as okite®.

10 According to the invention, the reinforcement slab 3 is
associated with the laying surface 2b of the support
element 2.

Preferably, the reinforcement slab 3 1is of metallic
type, for example made of AISI 304 stainless steel.

15 Different embodiments in which the reinforcement slab 3
is made of non-metallic materials, are, however, not
excluded.

Appropriately, the reinforcement slab 3 is integrally
associated with the support element 2 by means of

20 adhesives.

The reinforcement slab 3 1is intended to rest on the
bearing structure L.

The hob 1, then, includes one or more elements which
can be heated 5, commonly defined as "fires", facing

25 the visible surface 2a and suitable to provide heat to
a pot or the like.

In the embodiments shown in the figures, the elements
which can ne heated 5 are of the gas burners type, but
alternative embodiments in which they are of electric

30 or induction type are not excluded.



In the embodiments shown in the figures, the elements which can ne heated 5 are of the gas burners
type, but alternative embodiments in which they are of electric 30or induction type are not excluded. 6
The hob 1 comprises at least an opening 6 passing through the support element 2 and the reinforcement
slab 3 for the insertion and housing of a corresponding element which can be heated 5. 5More in detalil, at
least one first through notch 6a and at least one second tiirough notch 6b, aligned each other in order to
define a respective opening 6, are defined, respectively, on the support element 2 and the reinforcement
slab 3. 10In the embodifiénts SRown ik tHEFiGEIFSs, fHe opRhitigs 8havesubtanfially eietk# shape and

the diameter of the secopdnRiches @b is.gqualto engreater thanthe first notehes 8- cemet
corresponding element which can be heated 5 is 15 inserted into each opening 6. Advantageously, the

hob 1 comprises lower $dé¥ing me&ans FeofidtI8ast6Re df thé elehhBAtsAWhithCar BerestetdS along at

least a first direction. The Jowek lqggking means,Z atenfdgmpovable type. 20More particularly, the lower
locking means 7 comprise at least one bracket 7a resting against at least one between the support

element 2 and the reinfé?€Ement SRIR3 HrofthEFGSpo St sitehwith rBspectoftheSisibfe &tifface 2a, and

mutual connection means 7bfs 25 the-brackelria tethe rglatedglementyyvhich cagnde heated 5. As it can

be seen in figure 6, the bracket 7a is placed in such a way as to contact with its ends two opposite
other in order to define a respective opening 6, are

defined, respectively, on the support element 2 and the
reinforcement slab 3.

10 In the embodiments shown in the figures, the openings 6
have substantially circular shape and the diameter of
the second notches 6b is equal to or greater than the
first notches 6a.

A  corresponding element which can be heated 5 1is

15 inserted into each opening 6.

Advantageously, the hob 1 comprises lower locking means
7 of at least one of the elements which can be heated 5
along at least a first direction. The lower locking
means 7 are of removable type.

20 More particularly, the lower locking means 7 comprise
at least one bracket 7a resting against at least one
between the support element 2 and the reinforcement
slab 3, from the opposite side with respect of the
visible surface 2a, and mutual connection means 7b of

25 the bracket 7a to the related element which can be
heated 5.

As it can be seen in figure 6, the bracket 7a is placed
in such a way as to contact with its ends two opposite
areas opposite each other of the edge delimiting the

30 respective first or second notch 6a, 6b, in order to



areas opposite each other of the edge delimiting the 30respective first or second notch 6a, 6b, in order to
7 cross the ideal extension of the opening 6 defined by them. The lower locking means 7 are thus
suitable to prevent the lifting of the related element which can be heated 55 through the visible surface
2a. Appropriately, the bracket 7a is made of metallic material, in such a way that to allow earthing of the
other metallic parts in contact with it. The hob 1, then, includes also upper locking means 17 10 of at
least one element which can be heated 5 along at least one second direction substantially opposite to the
first direction mentionefl'&bovet Moré Spetifiealty thedipper I6dng RIgasI1 P coinptisgat fBast one
blocking element 17a iptegrally connected 15 with the related element which can be heated 5, for

instance screw connection means 17b, and suitable to rest against the visible surface 2a in order to
prevent removal of the TéfatdPBfsmenhith &itRéated™ thrbligh thigtayiRgSurfack™Z, ZUAS in the

embodiment shown in figure %, stheupper lecking meanrs 1Z may alsoeompriseanjotermediate element
17c interposed between the blocking element 17a and the visible surface 2a.  In the embodiment of

figure 7, the blocRing efenhEACTEA 258TeretorePrests Aaftst thé visible surface 2a through the
intermediate element 1{gpropriately, the bracket 7a is made of metallic

material, in such a way that to allow earthing of the
other metallic parts in contact with it.
The hob 1, then, includes also upper locking means 17

10 of at least one element which can be heated 5 along at
least one second direction substantially opposite to
the first direction mentioned above.

More specifically, the upper locking means 17 comprise
at least one blocking element 17a integrally connected

15 with the related element which can be heated 5, for
instance screw connection means 17b, and suitable to
rest against the visible surface 2a in order to prevent
removal of the related element which can heated 5
through the laying surface 2b.

20 As in the embodiment shown in figure 7, the upper
locking means 17 may also comprise an intermediate
element 17c interposed between the blocking element 17a
and the visible surface 2a.

In the embodiment of figure 7, the blocking element 17a

25 therefore rests against the visible surface 2a through
the intermediate element 1l7c.

Advantageously, the upper blocking means 17 include at
least one raised holding element, not visible in detail
in the figures, fixed to the visible surface 2a, for

30 example by gluing, and defining a strike surface



Advantageously, the upper blocking means 17 include at least one raised holding element, not visible in
detail in the figures, fixed to the visible surface 2a, for 30example by gluing, and defining a strike surface
8 suitable to prevent displacement of the blocking element 17a along the visible surface 2a. The holding
element, for instance circular crown- shaped and arranged so as to surround the edge 5 delimiting the
opening 6 defined in the visible surface 2a, is therefore suitable to keep in the correct position the holding
element 5, preventing its displacements along the directions transverse to the first and second directions.

10The hob 1 also includ&s edRtdl meansts 8 e elefiemsaFsERTan 19€ heafl 5507 fifstAfice one or

more rotating knobs, accessible fiom the Quiside. Mare: padticark, &t least one between the support
element 2 and the reinforcement slab 3, preferably 15both, includes one or more holes 9 for passing the

control means 8. In the'&RbothentshowhSATigure 65 the hohST alscompFises Supphf AEans 10 of the
elements which can béshaped and arranged so as to surround the edge

5 delimiting the opening 6 defined in the visible surface
2a, 1s therefore suitable to keep 1in the correct
position the holding element 5, preventing its
displacements along the directions transverse to the
first and second directions.

10 The hob 1 also includes control means 8 of the elements
which can be heated 5, for instance one or more
rotating knobs, accessible from the outside.

More particularly, at least one between the support
element 2 and the reinforcement slab 3, preferably

15 both, includes one or more holes 9 for passing the
control means 8.

In the embodiment shown in figure 6, the hob 1 also
comprises supply means 10 of the elements which can be
heated 5, for example consisting of a gas supply

20 circuit.

Advantageously, the supply means 10 are integrally
associated with the reinforcement slab 3 from the
opposite side with respect to the support element 2.

These supply means 10 are for instance constituted by

25 at least one pipe 10a for the passage of gas and by a
plurality of valves 10b operatively connected with the
control means 8 of the elements which can be heated 5.
It is obvious to the technician in the industry to
understand that, 1if the elements which can be heated 5

30 are of electric type, the supply means 10 will comprise



heated 5, for example consisting of a gas supply 20circuit. Advantageously, the supply means 10 are
integrally associated with the reinforcement slab 3 from the opposite side with respect to the support
element 2. These supply means 10 are for instance constituted by 25 at least one pipe 10a for the
passage of gas and by a plurality of valves 10b operatively connected with the control means 8 of the
elements which can be heated 5. It is obvious to the technjcian in the industry to understand that, if the
elements which can be heated 5 30are of electric type, the supply means 10 will comprise 9 conductive
elements, such as copfErcatlesyas MetMas semesswitcties, ener§y régilafots, thermdstats Setc. The

supply means 10 may thefebe ¢overed by &, protectian cartes 13, fixed-to.the reinforeement slab 3. 5The
supply means 10 are intended to be inserted into the breaking S defined by the bearing structure L and in

use, therefore, they are" A6t Visitite frofftRe obitsitidY TREHOBE, fHEFEk@dthptises BRE f ThéRE supporting

10 elements 11 of a pot 9r the like resting opdhendsible sutface Ra-at a related element which can be
heated 5. Properly, the hob 1 also includes centering means 12 of the supporting elements 11 shaped in

such a way as to allow th&ir ESRBEY pdSitcring With r8spett 10 1Re 15reI&ted eletfighEWhithGan be heated

and prevent them fromygtatinge Rretesaldly dheicentenng meansck2- includs-ene ok aore hgusing seats of

corresponding protrusions defined on the related supporting element 11 and not visible in
in wuse, therefore, they are not wvisible from the

outside.
The hob 1, then, comprises one or more supporting
10 elements 11 of a pot or the like resting on the wvisible
surface 2a at a related element which can be heated 5.
Properly, the hob 1 also includes centering means 12 of
the supporting elements 11 shaped in such a way as to
allow their correct positioning with respect to the
15 related element which can be heated and prevent them
from rotating.
Preferably, the centering means 12 include one or more
housing seats of corresponding protrusions defined on
the related supporting element 11 and not visible in
20 detail in the figures. Seats 12 are then suitable to
prevent rotation of the related supporting element 11
around an axis incident the visible surface 2a.
More in particular, the seats 12 are defined on the
blocking element 17a or the intermediate element 17c,
25 as shown by figure 7.
The present invention also refers, therefore, to
kitchen furniture provided with a bearing structure L,
including at least one rest element P which defines at
least one rest plane P’ and presents at least one

30 breaking S, and with a hob 1, comprising the support



20detail in the figures. Seats 12 are then suitable to prevent rotation of the related supporting element 11
around an axis incident the visible surface 2a. More in particular, the seats 12 are defined on the blocking
element 17a or the intermediate element 17c, 25as shown by figure 7. The present invention also refers,
therefore, to kitchen furniture provided with a bearing structure L, including at least one rest element P
which defines at least one rest plane P' and presents at lgast one 30breaking S, and with a hob 1,
comprising the support 10 element 2 and the reinforcement slab 3 according to what just described
above, which is applieft it beating 2trudtife I at tHObFEAGRG SSTRE héb & ¢afrbe Positiéned so that

the reinforcement 5 slah, 3dests on the restiplane Riand theyisible surfacg.2a is saised abeye the rest
plane itself, as in the embodiment of figure 1, or in such a way that the visible surface 2a is substantially

coplanar with the rest ptaAé P 916 tHe st casé Fshid\endr fighité 9, the bearing structure L presents only
one breaking S, inside which,the supply means 44 of the-elements, which-can be heated S-are inserted

and the reinforcement slab 3 rests, as mentioned, on the rest plane P'. 15In the second case, shown in
figures 8 and 10,the b&arify struéfeifé T irtlude’can=iiiiaR-éompsnentAdlaced bElow tHeE rest element

P in order to define an intermediate compartmeat Mipside-which:the supply meaas 40 are inserted.
20The bearing structure L presents a breaking S defined on the rest element P and within which the

support element 2 and tHé r&RRseeREht skib 3 #18EiEsd thatthe Vistlesuffatié a8 Substtially

coplanar with the rest plare X and.a-feither breaking:Shdefined om 25 the audliary,cempenent and
suitable to allow access to the supply means. Preferably, the breaking S is larger than the further

breaking S'. rest plane’P
10 In the first case, shown in figure 9, the bearing

structure L presents only one breaking S, inside which
the supply means 10 of the elements which can be heated
5 are inserted and the reinforcement slab 3 rests, as
mentioned, on the rest plane P’.

15 In the second case, shown in figures 8 and 10, the
bearing structure L includes an auxiliary component A
placed below the rest element P in order to define an
intermediate compartment V inside which the supply
means 10 are inserted.

20 The bearing structure L presents a breaking S defined
on the rest element P and within which the support
element 2 and the reinforcement slab 3 insert so that
the visible surface 2a is substantially coplanar with
the rest plane P’ and a further breaking S’ defined on

25 the auxiliary component and suitable to allow access to
the supply means. Preferably, the breaking S is larger
than the further breaking S’.

Appropriately, some spacers D and some carriers E, on
which the reinforcement slab 3 rests, are interposed

30 between the rest element P and auxiliary component A.



Appropriately, some spacers D and some carriers E, on which the reinforcement slab 3 rests, are
interposed 30between the rest element P and auxiliary component A. 11 The process for the construction
of a hob according to the invention is described in the following. Firstly it is arranged for a bearing
structure L to e provided that includes a rest element P, intended to 5 receive the hob 1, which defines a
rest plane P’ facing upwardly and presents at least one brgaking S. Such a bearing structure, then,
defines what in jargon is called "kitchen plane” or "kitchen top". The bearing structure, not represented in
the figures, may be theRPEOGT G dnStrtictidit oF§eréxising Or i thén h&r?ar?@é"d)f&rlél%uﬁﬁort element

2 and a reinforcement slab 3 tQ,bgwrovided hawng thedeatures describgd akpve and to make these two
elements integral each other in order to define a hob 1. 15The hob 1 may include one or more of the

features described aboVer Riore phfrtictitarfy etefe making?thBSstippoit eleRteiit s and tHereinforcement

slab 3 integral each otherooneLor moredirstthrough netches ba and.ne ornorg,secend; 20ghrough
notches 6b for the insertion of the elements which can be heated 5, and one or more through holes 9 for

the insertion of the contriof fie&h<L8of IR elemBRICHHGE &S Dechesiel P ifdifselvesaréiade,

respectively, on them. 25%he supparelement 2ds suitably shapsdacsording tg the type-of application it
is desired to get. In particular, the support element 2 may be step-shaped, as shown in figures 1 and 9,

for example if it is interidRA o e réstet above the 188t plaiff P 6Fit gt  1» Jargon is

called "kitchen plane" or "kitchen top". The bearing
structure, not represented in the figures, may be then

10 of new construction or yet existing.

It is, then, arranged for a support element 2 and a
reinforcement slab 3 to be provided having the features
described above and to make these two elements integral
each other in order to define a hob 1.

15 The hob 1 may include one or more of the features
described above.

More particularly, before making the support element 2
and the reinforcement slab 3 integral each other, one
or more first through notches 6a and one or more second

20 through notches 6b for the insertion of the elements
which can be heated 5, and one or more through holes 9
for the insertion of the control means 8 of the
elements which can be heated 5 themselves are made,
respectively, on them.

25 The support element 2 is suitably shaped according to
the type of application it 1s desired to get. 1In
particular, the support element 2 may be step-shaped,
as shown in figures 1 and 9, for example if it is
intended to be rested above the rest plane P’ or it may

30 be slab-shaped, for example if it should be embedded



30be slab-shaped, for example if it should be embedded 12 into the bearing structure L so that the visible
surface 2a is substantially coplanar with the rest plane P as shown in figures 2, 8 and 10. Once sizes and,
then, the external encumbrance of the 5 support element 2 and the reinforcement slab 3 have been
defined, it is arranged for them to be made integral each other, for instance by using some gluing
substances, in such a way to align each first notch 6a to a yespective second notch 6b so as to define
some 10respective apertures 6 passing through the support element 2 and the reinforcement slab 3. After
performing the phase of M&king/ifitediaf theelefierits WHieh dan Be hedted 5 AReinserfeditide the

openings 6, the holding;glements ate fixed to the: 15visible, surface2a and thenlocking means 7 and 17
are applied to the elements which can be heated 5. More in detail, the brackets 7a and the blocking

elements 17a are respéctiely fixed t6tRéTowsr EndHiitPthe uppérend bf each element which can be

heated 5, so as to 20prgyeat the resnoyval thergef, Properlyit is-aanged farthesupphrmeans 10 to be
associated with the reinforcement slab 3 and to be connected with the elements which can be heated 5.

As previously anficipat€dPiheob°t B 6btainéd Carr 25theR We- fESIEBRBE ofi tRE béariy Structure L
according two differentgagdeSgefined, it is arranged for them to be made

integral each other, for instance by using some gluing
substances, in such a way to align each first notch 6a
to a respective second notch 6b so as to define some
10 respective apertures 6 passing through the support
element 2 and the reinforcement slab 3.
After performing the phase of making integral, the
elements which can be heated 5 are inserted inside the
openings 6, the holding elements are fixed to the
15 visible surface 2a and the locking means 7 and 17 are
applied to the elements which can be heated 5. More in
detail, the brackets 7a and the blocking elements 17a
are respectively fixed to the lower end and the upper
end of each element which can be heated 5, so as to
20 prevent the removal thereof.
Properly, it is arranged for the supply means 10 to be
associated with the reinforcement slab 3 and to be
connected with the elements which can be heated 5.
As previously anticipated, the hob 1 thus obtained can
25 then be positioned on the bearing structure L according
two different modes.
The first positioning mode provides for the insertion
of the supply means 10 into the breaking D and the
application of the reinforcement slab 3 onto the rest

30 plane P. In this case, therefore, the visible surface



The first positioning mode provides for the insertion of the supply means 10 into the breaking D and the
application of the reinforcement slab 3 onto the rest 30plane P. In this case, therefore, the visible surface
13 2a is at a height different from the rest plane P'. In order to perform the second positioning mode of the
hob 1 onto the bearing structure L, the latter must be provided, beyond the rest element P, also with an 5
auxiliary component A arranged below the rest element itself in order to define a compartment V
interposed between them. In addition, another breaking S' is properly defined in the auxiliary component

A in order to ease accesd tbthalsupply Hiedns 165 2oRSre 'Spetifidafly” fiie pBsitidRinyg occurs by inserting

the supply means 10 inside,the-compagment:, angddhe assembiy farmed bythe support elgment 2 and
the reinforcement slab 3 inside of the breaking S in such a way that the visible surface 2a is substantially

15 coplanar with the re8fplahe Pt Thelteintereeientsian 35 thén rests6n Hié Eafriets £ plited in the

auxiliary component A gt-the edges afdbe.furthes breaking Stilt hasbeern pragtically,observed how the
invention 20 achieves the purposes proposed and in particular it is emphasized the fact that the use of a

material coming from n&tdrat stones AR et anfaesthetie effecCeomparabfcto thaEBRB f hobs

made in single piece with 4he kitchenplane apd atihe same timeqj duims=250uf to have sippler
construction and lower cost. In addition, the hob according to the invention can be applied both to kitchen
of newly installation an8%6"&Gstind Bfds, whereftte it restts & Widétise fréxiBifity* B0ostill, theé presence of

the reinforcement slab givgsto1y defined in the auxiliary component A in order
to ease access to the supply means 10.

10 More specifically, the positioning occurs by inserting
the supply means 10 inside the compartment V and the
assembly formed by the support element 2 and the
reinforcement slab 3 inside of the breaking S in such a
way that the wvisible surface 2a 1is substantially

15 coplanar with the rest plane P’. The reinforcement slab
3, then, rests on the carriers E placed in the
auxiliary component A at the edges of the further
breaking S’.

It has been practically observed how the invention

20 achieves the purposes proposed and in particular it is
emphasized the fact that the use of a material coming
from natural stones allows to get an aesthetic effect
comparable to that one of hobs made in single piece
with the kitchen plane and at the same time it turns

25 out to have simpler construction and lower cost.

In addition, the hob according to the invention can be
applied both to kitchen of newly installation and to
existing ones, wherefore it results a wide use
flexibility.

30 Still, the presence of the reinforcement slab gives to



14 the hob high mechanical strength, thereby preventing the weight of the support element causes its
breakage. Indeed, it would not be possible to simply apply the support element onto the breaking defined
in the 5kitchen plane, since the support element itself would collapse under its own weight. 15 CLAIMS 1.
Hob (1)comprising at least one support element (2) which can be placed on a bearing structure (L) and
made of natural stone 5or an agglomerate of at least onejnatural stone said support element (2) defining

at least one visible surface (2a) intended to be facing upwardly, and at least one laying surface (2b)
intended to be facing deiWhwardy, 1o onBotoie efements iHich cdriBe Haatedr @jtRat fite said

visible surface (2a), atdeast,enesreinforcementslabd3) integrally-associated with said-laying, surface (2b),
one or more openings (6)%ssmg through said 15 support element (2) and said reinforcement slab (3)

for the insertion and hotiitRF6f said el&tHéAts WtliciParPBé Hexlted [5), a8k bf saiddpentis (6) being

defined by at least one glg%ggt@h (badpassingthiveughisaid suppertelement (2-and by atlgast one 20
second notch (6b) passing through said reinforcement slab (3), said at least one first notch (6a) and said

at least one sec dnoﬁt%%eﬁ,@aﬁgneﬁlnce the support element itself woul
collapse under its own weight.



charcterised in that supply means (10) of said elements which can be heated (5) are integrally 25
associated with said reinforcement slab (3), said supply means (10) being provided from the opposite side
of said support element (2). 2. Hob (1) according to claim, characterized in that it comprises lower locking
means (7) of said elements 30whichcan be heated(5)suitableto prevent displacement thereof with respect
to at least said 16 support element (2) along at least oné first direction. 3. Hob (1) according to claim 2,
characterized in that said locking means (7) include atdeastwne blocking bracket (7a) suitable to rest
against at least one 5 between said support element (2) and said reinforcement slab (3), from the
opposite part with respéct t6°8aid MisiBIEPEaTaeé (2a), and mutual connection means (7b) of said bracket

(7a) with a related elementawhichGan bedeated {5). 104 ek (Lraccarding ta.ang orgnare-af the
preceding claims, characterized in that it comprises upper locking means (17) of said elements which can

be heated (5) suitable to prévent Aispiacemeht tierebf with! respect'ts'st [Rast 8hid Suppdrt &fement (2)
along at 15 leastone second direction different fromesaid first direction. 5.aHab{1) aecording to claim 4,
characterized in that said upper locking means (17) include at least one blocking element (17a) integrally

associated with a 20 related efem8hPiatich cahBEReated (5) Afid SuitaBle fo-restigHinst84id visible
surface (5a) and at least ore saised halding-element, fixed tesaid visthle surfage (2a)andidefining at

least one strike surface suitable to prevent the displacement of said blocking element 25 (17a) along at
least a transverse directiorf{'s&i8 fit§Card/Br §ait*Sechd dirdéicn. (€ ob {15 AcEdiTy & one or more
of the preceding claims, chesactetizedwna#hatit gpmprises at least one supporting element (11) of at least
ap0torgnmar10 — one or more elements which can be heated (5) that
face said visible surface (2a),
- at least one reinforcement slab (3) integrally
associated with said laying surface (2b),
- one or more openings (6) passing through said
15 support element (2) and said reinforcement slab (3)
for the insertion and housing of said elements which
can be heated (5), each of said openings (6) being
defined by at least one first notch (6a) passing
through said support element (2) and by at least one
20 second notch (6b) passing through said reinforcement
slab (3), said at 1least one first notch (6a) and
said at least one second notch (6b) being aligned,
— charcterised in that supply means (10) of said
elements which can be heated (5) are integrally
25 associated with said reinforcement slab (3), said
supply means (10) being provided from the opposite
side of said support element (2).
2. Hob (1) according to claim, characterized in that it
comprises lower locking means (7) of said elements

30 which can be heated (5) suitable to prevent

displacement thereof with respect to at least said



30resting on said visible surface (2a) at least one of 17 said elements which can be heated (5) and
centering means (12) of said supporting element (11). 7. Hob (1) according to claim 6, characterized in
that said centering means (12) include one or more housings 5 seats of corresponding protrusions
defined on the related supporting element (11), said seats being defined on said upper locking means
(17). 8. Hob (1) according to one or more of the precedigg claims, characterized in that said
reinforcement slab 10(3) is of metallic type. 9. Process for the construction of a kitchen furniturer
comprising the steps of UBRIAding < Beafing strutt@ed(L9 tcotfiprising it 1€astdné testéléRient (P) that

defines at least one 15restplane (R') facing ypwvardly and which isprovided-withat least.ong breaking
(S); providing at least one support element (2) made of a material coming from at least one natural stone

and defining at ISt OnéALIbIIsUtfRCE3(24) and Bf 2BRfastone Rty SUrface(@b) providing at

least one reinforcement slab(3); makjngat leasfienedisst noteh (6ghpassingthroughssaid,support

element (2) and at least one second notch (6b) passing through said reinforcement slab
between said support element (2) and said reinforcement

slab (3), from the opposite part with respect to said
visible surface (2a), and mutual connection means (7b)
of said bracket (7a) with a related element which can
be heated (5).

10 4. Hob (1) according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized 1in that 1t comprises upper
locking means (17) of said elements which can be heated
(5) suitable to prevent displacement thereof with
respect to at least said support element (2) along at

15 least one second direction different from said first
direction.

5. Hob (1) according to claim 4, characterized in that
said upper locking means (17) include at least one
blocking element (17a) integrally associated with a

20 related element which can be heated (5) and suitable to
rest against said visible surface (5a) and at least one
raised holding element, fixed to said visible surface
(2a) and defining at least one strike surface suitable
to prevent the displacement of said blocking element

25 (17a) along at 1least a transverse direction to said
first and/or said second direction.

6. Hob (1) according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that it comprises at least one
supporting element (11) of at least a pot or similar

30 resting on said visible surface (2a) at least one of



25 (3), said support element (2) and said reinforcement slab (3) being made integral each other so as to
align each first notch (6a) to a corresponding second notch (6b) defining respective through openings (6);
30- making said reinforcement slab (3) integral to said 18 support element (2) at its laying surface (2b) in
order to define a hob (1); - inserting one or more elements which can be heated (5) into said through
openings (6); 5- positioning said hob (1) on said bearing stiucture (L) at said breaking (S), characterized
in that said hob (1) includes supply means (10) of said elements which can be heated (5) and that said
positioning phase is peffotfhe® by [iacing 16 Shid teiforeing SR ®) éato sHid restpldite ), said

visible surface (2a) beipg disposes abeve said restplane (B') and kserting said supply means (10) into
said breaking (S). 10. Process according to claim 9, characterized in that 15 said bearing structure (L)

includes at least one auxilidcompoREtoEs) Placed beloiv Baity reStRISHRERT (F)Fso a8 t6 tefine an

intermediate compartment {V)-between them and atileast ane cagrierplement (&) interposegdpetween
said rest element (P) and said 20 auxiliary component (A), that said hobé%) includes supplg means (10)

of said elementsWwhich<&iH Be HeateFP5) 5R8TRALE4d pUitidniAg PHase RP&fFsméd by ihserting said

supply means (10) into,said compartpest {\Vhand spicheest element (2 inta said breaking {S) so 25that
said visible surface(2a)is substantially coplanar with said rest plane (F(’B and said reinforcement slab (3)

rests on said at least ofi€ chffiér 8fentéritgjprer locking means (17).

8. Hob (1) according to one or more of the preceding
claims, characterized in that said reinforcement slab
10 (3) is of metallic type.

9. Process for the construction of a kitchen furnitures

comprising the steps of:

- providing a bearing structure (L) comprising at
least one rest element (P) that defines at least one

15 rest plane (P") facing upwardly and which is
provided with at least one breaking (S);

- providing at least one support element (2) made of a
material coming from at least one natural stone and
defining at least one visible surface (2a) and at

20 least one laying surface (2b);

- providing at least one reinforcement slab (3);

- making at least one first notch (6a) passing through
said support element (2) and at least one second
notch (6b) passing through said reinforcement slab

25 (3), said support element (2) and said reinforcement
slab (3) being made integral each other so as to
align each first notch (6a) to a corresponding
second notch (6b) defining respective through
openings (6);

30 - making said reinforcement slab (3) integral to said
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support element (2) at its laying surface (2b) in

order to define a hob (1);
- inserting one or more elements which can be heated

(5) into said through openings (6);
- positioning said hob (1) on said bearing structure

(L) at said breaking (S),
characterized in that said hob (1) includes supply
means (10) of said elements which can be heated (5) and
that said positioning phase is performed by placing
said reinforcing slab (3) onto said rest plane (P'),
said visible surface (2a) being disposed above said
rest plane (P’) and inserting said supply means (10)
into said breaking (S).
10. Process according to claim 9, characterized in that
said bearing structure (L) includes at least one
auxiliary component (A) placed below said rest element
(P) so as to define an intermediate compartment (V)
between them and at least one carrier element (E)
interposed between said rest element (P) and said
auxiliary component (A), that said hob (1) includes
supply means (10) of said elements which can be heated
(5) and that said positioning phase is performed by
inserting said supply means (10) into said compartment
(V) and said rest element (2) into said breaking (S) so
that said visible surface (2a) is substantially
coplanar with said rest plane (P") and said
reinforcement slab (3) rests on said at least one

carrier element (E).



