-1- SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR PROVIDING GAMING ACTIVITIES
Field of the Invention The present invention relates to systems and
methods for providing gaming activities. Some embodiments provide
hardware and software components for the implementation of such
systems and methods. The term "gaming- is intended to be interpreted in
the broadest sense, as encompassing the fields of gambling, gaming,
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knowledge and/or chance. Background to the Invention The following
discussion of the background art is intended to place the invention in an
appeldpiale dantexicnd to allow the unique characteristics and
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exchanges an entry fee for one or more entries, and does so on the basis that the entry
fee is placed at risk in the sense that it will be lost should the one or more entries not
be identified as winning entries. This traditional model is founded on a principle
whereby entry fees are central to the funding of prizes for a gaming activity.

The present inventor has recognised alternatives to the traditional model. In
particular, as discussed in PCT/AU2007/000774, it is possible to use notions of
“supplementary contribution” to fund prizes without necessarily making direct use of
entry fee capital. In a general sense, by engaging in predefined activities, a player is
able to assist in the funding of a prize pool by way of supplementary contribution
without necessarily placing any funds at risk. So as to provide a straightforward
example, a lottery may be conducted whereby players submit respective entry fees, and
subsequently receive full refunds of their entry fees. Notions of supplementary

contribution allow a prize pool for that lottery to be funded in whole, or in part, by

funds derived by the investment of the players’ entry fees for a predetermined period



supplementary contributions are funded by third parties in consideration

for a benefit they receive from the players' involvement in the lottery - for
example in terms of a marketing benefit. By moving away from the

traditional model of gaming, there is scope to apply gaming principles in
broader contexts. Summary of the Invergtion It is an object of the present
invention to overcome or ameliorate one or more of the disadvantages of
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credit in the identified consumer account based on the flexible credit
justment; seﬁ.é)n tg)e flexible credit adjustment or the updated level of
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grrrrllt%gd(ilrﬂ?c% groviges a metthod wherein the transactable flexible credit

1n ¢ steps of: . .
incTudEs'Ohe Ornore reward points in the context of a reward program.

One embodivientsphyatdaesan nethaodwltereicethe datanmelicativesaopplier, data
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indjoativenaf a flexible credit adjustment includes data indicative of an
inCreas%ggr}qﬁ%rg%%relsiﬁ]rﬁ/earlle{gcglqn? database to identify a consumer account
corresponding to the account identifier, wherein each account includes:

data indicative of a level of transactable flexible credit; and

data indicative of an allocated none or more entries in a risk free gaming
activity;

updating the level of flexible credit in the identified consumer account based on
the flexible credit adjustment;

based on the flexible credit adjustment or the updated level of flexible credit in
the identified consumer account updating the data indicative of the allocated none or
more entries such that the allocation of entries corresponds to the updated level of
flexible credit.

One embodiment provides a method wherein a predetermined increase in the
level of flexible credit causes an increase in the allocation of entries.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the transactable flexible credit
includes one or more reward points in the context of a reward program.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the data indicative of a flexible

credit adjustment includes data indicative of a residual transaction amount.



stored value card. One embodiment provides a method wherein the
transactable flexible credit includes gaming value in the context of a

gaming value account. One embodiment provides a method wherein the
transactable flexible credit includes prepaid credit in the context of a

prepaid credit arrangement. One embodiment provides a method wherein
the transactable flexible credit includes credit in an account with a
financiabnstibedinidneeovbedimenrtiovidesa thethad ibeincbedaéible
|nd|cat of a erx%e credit adj stment includes data indicative of one or
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One embodiment provides a method wherein the interaction includes a
transaction between the consumer and the supplier, and wherein the data indicative of
a flexible credit adjustment includes data indicative of goods and/or services related to
the transaction between the consumer and the supplier.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the data indicative of a flexible
credit adjustment includes timing information for the interaction between the consumer
and the supplier.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of updating the data
indicative of the allocated none or more entries is performed retrospectively.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of updating the data
indicative of the allocated none or more entries includes:

@) determining whether the flexible credit adjustment is positive or
negative;

(i1) in the case that the flexible credit adjustment is positive, increasing the

allocation of entries; and



entries includes wholly or partially allocating one or more entries to the
consumer account. One embodiment provides a method wherein

decreasing the allocation of entries includes wholly or partially

de-allocating one or more entries from the consumer account. One
embodiment provides a method including-the steps of: identifying one or

more winning entries; identifying a prize amount associated with each
winning@ntry; identitingienealer floels corditnejuscsontritsniarawhicidheasing the
data indicative of none or more entries is indicative of one or more of the
v@?rt%‘fﬁﬂogn? i&&fiktributing prizes associated with the winning entries

betweemiecidbotifiechtgaosidnes acthonish&eia armleadimpend provides af
method.wherein the data indjcative, of none or more entries is indicative of

RIS USRS B D B 1 AR P QTR AR, U gonsumer

wideseaitt.a portion of a prize amount associated with that winning entry is
distribut§d to that consumer .gccount agetll[%n .th@ non-zero allocation ¢
proportioh Sk %‘}HB%‘&R{SX@S%%B@ WS S pravmrBea B amiig: ©
aaitvity,ithbudeethiadlnctyding iyadstepscafine catvsigrenéryriers from wise
or moreéjla(\r/ers; combining the entry fees to provide an entry fee pool,
OCGCH}‘?IIHB 5?) f?é“btbrtion of the entry fee pool for addition to a prize pool,
deriving@tesmbupiplemaitaiyéncaneehoy indludiafeltbeteps bhth of: (a)
carriage (?f th{g funds defininrg the entrg ftee gqool; (b) interaction with one
or more'SFHY ﬁ%félr%?rdg{‘?mnglﬁg{n&pnpféementary income by subtracting
one or rkreifyedefipade deduationsdiardtivitigeass supplenantary
income: sombining,ihe prize-portion of the. enify dec pool WS Bt e of
supplementar RCOmE to form the prize pooIf, Wwherein the prize poof‘ﬁas
anvattier gneaientlianithiadvmi volothene nirynfere sifahe whardigtrénudieyy the

e o TR e R e hn o
consumer accounts.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the data indicative of none or
more entries is indicative of a non-zero allocation proportion for at least one winning
entry, and wherein a portion of a prize amount associated with that winning entry is
distributed to that consumer account based on the non-zero allocation proportion.

One embodiment provides a method for providing a gaming activity, the
method including the steps of:

receiving entry fees from one or more players;

combining the entry fees to provide an entry fee pool;

defining a prize portion of the entry fee pool for addition to a prize pool;

deriving gross supplementary income by virtue of either or both of:

(a) carriage of the funds defining the entry fee pool;
(b) interaction with one or more of the players;

defining net supplementary income by subtracting one or more predefined
deductions from the gross supplementary income;

combining the prize portion of the entry fee pool with the net supplementary
income to form the prize pool, wherein the prize pool has a value greater than the sum

of the entry fees; and



In one embodiment deriving gross supplementary income by virtue of
carriage of the funds defining the entry fee pool includes subjecting some
or all of the entry fee pool to an investment procedure to derive gross
investment income. In one embodiment deriving gross supplementary
income by virtue of interaction with onesor more of the players includes
providing marketing information to one or more of the players, or personal
informatigrframhgneePrinope df dhemiayeisin dpRyehabge d@ngrdssribution
marketing income from a third party. In one embodiment deriving gross
SKightEMentary income by virtue of interaction with one or more of the
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an ihcrease or decrease in value on a stored value card.

receiving, subject to an interaction between a consumer and a supplier, data
indicative of an account identifier and associated data indicative of a flexible credit
adjustment;

querying a consumer account database to identify a consumer account
corresponding to the account identifier, wherein each account includes:

data indicative of a level of transactable flexible credit; and

data indicative of an allocated none or more entries in a risk free gaming
activity;

updating the level of flexible credit in the identified consumer account based on
the flexible credit adjustment;

updating the data indicative of the allocated none or more entries such that the
allocation of entries corresponds to the updated level of flexible credit.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the transactable flexible credit
includes one or more reward points in the context of a reward program.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the data indicative of a flexible

credit adjustment includes data indicative of a residual transaction amount.



One embodiment provides a method wherein the transactable flexible

credit includes gaming value in the context of a gaming value account.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the transactable flexible

credit includes prepaid credit in the context of a prepaid credit

arrangement. One embodiment provides a method wherein the

transactable flexible credit includes credit in an account with a financial
institutiadnEyiebedibedipaitigeo videshamendadnhewin thaicalae of a flexible
|nd|cat of a flex%e credit adj stment includes data indicative of one or
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one or rﬁlnfeeﬁrttuélsrmltmmnaethod wherein the interaction includes a
transaction between the consumer and the supplier, and wherein the data indicative of
a flexible credit adjustment includes data indicative of goods and/or services related to
the transaction between the consumer and the supplier.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the data indicative of a flexible
credit adjustment includes timing information for the interaction between the consumer
and the supplier.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of updating the data
indicative of the allocated none or more entries is performed retrospectively.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of updating the data
indicative of the allocated none or more entries includes:

@) determining whether the flexible credit adjustment is positive or
negative;

(i1) in the case that the flexible credit adjustment is positive, increasing the

allocation of entries; and



account. One embodiment provides a method wherein decreasing the
allocation of entries includes wholly or partially de-allocating one or more
entries from the consumer account. One embodiment provides a method
including the steps of: identifying one or more winning entries; identifying

a prize amount associated with each winning entry; identifying one or

more consumer accounts for which the data indicative of none or more
entries igiindicativie: chang aredalexdblthersvinai)gsenbimess aigtibiiagcreasing the
p%r){rﬁes associated with the winning entries between the identified

O Actylies. One embodiment provides a method wherein the
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One embodiment provides a method wherein the data indicative of none or
more entries is indicative of a non-zero allocation proportion for at least one winning
entry, and wherein a portion of a prize amount associated with that winning entry is
distributed to that consumer account based on the non-zero allocation proportion.

One embodiment provides a method for managing residual transaction amounts
for a plurality of consumers, the method including the steps of:

receiving data indicative of an account identifier and a residual transaction
amount;

querying a consumer account database to identify a consumer account
corresponding to the account identifier;

crediting the identified consumer account by an amount including at least a
portion of the residual transaction amount;

receiving data indicative of the outcome of a gaming activity;

in response to the outcome of the gaming activity, querying the consumer
account database to identify one or more winning consumer accounts to which prize

amounts are to be distributed.



at least a portion of the residual transaction amount as at least part of an

entry fee, wherein the entry fee is refundable irrespective of the outcome

of the gaming activity. One embodiment provides a method including the

step of crediting the identified one or more winning consumer accounts by

respective prize amounts. One embodirgent provides a method including

the step of being responsive to the residual transaction amount and one
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accountcoynareanmgungaornespanding to the W|thdrawal request;

for each consumer account, determining a number of entries in the gaming
activity for association with that account;

associating with each account the respective determined number of entries.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for a given consumer account,
the determination of the number of entries is based on the credit level of account.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for a given consumer account,
the determination of the number of entries is based on the credit level of that account
and a supplementary contribution amount associated with that account.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, in the case that a consumer
account corresponding to the account identifier is not identifiable, the method includes
the step of defining in the database a new consumer account that is identifiable on the
basis of the account identifier, and identifying that new account for the purpose of the
subsequent step of crediting.

One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:



providing a signal indicative of an instruction to provide to the consumer
the amount corresponding to the withdrawal request. One embodiment
provides a method wherein the amount corresponding to the withdrawal
request is equal to the credit level of the identified account at the time the
withdrawal request is received. One em@odiment provides a method
wherein the amount corresponding to the withdrawal request is less than
the credi¢demeh gf fihenigRRrtifiech asaer)atvaitaeatine dhee withtdcamal seghastount
ic?é%:e've.d. One embodiment provides a method wherein the amount
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the idenfifiedmbndimeear peoader Hyneth@invountinchedingetdeastsppodiionto the
OJHEH&Q%{? r”eaﬂ'é}é&?? Clion Amodnt, Ps eibadingni grovides a method
wherein the step of querying the consumer

One embodiment provides a method for managing residual transaction amounts

for a plurality of consumers, the method including the steps of:

receiving data indicative of an account identifier and a residual transaction
amount;

querying a consumer account database to identify a consumer account
corresponding to the account identifier;

crediting the identified consumer account by an amount including at least a
portion of the residual transaction amount;

querying the consumer account database to determine whether or not to
exchange a portion of credit in the identified consumer account for gaming value;

in the case that the portion of credit is to be exchanged for gaming value,
exchanging the credit for the gaming value.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the gaming value includes one or
more entries in one or more gaming activities.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the gaming value includes a

partial ownership of one or more entries in one or more gaming activities.



account database to determine whether or not to exchange a portion of

credit in the identified consumer account for gaming value is performed

on a periodic basis. One embodiment provides a method including the

step of being responsive to one or more account preferences for

determining whether or not to exchanga@-portion of credit in the identified
consumer account for gaming value. One embodiment provides a method
whereinQife thaasméhapa cles WnethaacontGoe SpgNelir@ de, the the consumer
account identifier is not identifiable, the method includes the step of . .
I tf"r-’é‘%?a%é%@&%‘??eﬁ&g}%%‘é‘?%&?@&iﬁhﬁ“ﬂﬁ&ﬁQ?H‘é‘%ﬁiﬁ preBhin the
thé:npiakis aditheraecrusiidentifianianddientfysrtpthrtinewasioun fbs the of
purpose of the suhsequent step of crediting. One embodjment provides a
PO IR A SO B AN FaP 4B RSHALIBRGR 52t a portion of

witb deadial requiestindigativet of an account identifier; querying the

consumer accqunt database to identif@/ consumer account .

corresp oG TS HBAE B PG THAIO AUTE AR RISh A i fhponsumer
ageount tytanenaodekonirespbatingiadie withdrpesal peaisasss previdinghe

a signal indicative of an inslguction. to esgl?vide to the consumer th§. mount
TR ST SR SR LR &P P8 SO P S BBTL Eht BROVHISPA
method @ieesaibddienan pumniides responsiigdadneg; iithdjauidbamguespdasive to
ecw?al to the credit Itevelfof the igen ifited accounhatththe time{ tthe h "
witlidralal réGtest B reesVed. 'One hibOHmERE Pravidas ahidthggses @ Portion
wiereditthetianidemifoal kesponding - tothefovihaiagahreguest is less than

the credi Ievelbof é{m id[entifie acco%lt §t e time t%()a withdrawal reqluest
is received. 11X r%réeréngtr)%\alrﬁse%tnb?oﬂ S S RO A WHEFeTH the AMoURT
carcespordiegptanttirgvit hids anahnaddest it dafine ddeyitdii ahieb gteatichddancludes
ConSymer: ORs smhagimentprovides.a method whereh exchanding e on e
credit 1or ifhe gan%ng valuie ingiades provuﬁmg InSIrUCtions 10 a gaming
Seavicefihevideru@nédeatifrodinmbiteptdyideshataystemdarméumabgngirpose of the
rg&ﬁ)csluall1 é{l%rg%ac(t)ipnrgdﬂ%unts for a plurality of consumers, the system

inc u§ﬂ1g: an mterface orgr'eceiving data indicative of an account identifier

and a reé8muahbodiment provides a method including the steps of:

receiving, for a given consumer, a withdrawal request indicative of an account
identifier;

querying the consumer account database to identify a consumer account
corresponding to the account identifier;

debiting the identified consumer account by an amount corresponding to the
withdrawal request;

providing a signal indicative of an instruction to provide to the consumer the
amount corresponding to the withdrawal request.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the amount corresponding to the
withdrawal request is equal to the credit level of the identified account at the time the
withdrawal request is received.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the amount corresponding to the
withdrawal request is less than the credit level of the identified account at the time the

withdrawal request is received.



transaction amount; a processor for querying a consumer account
database to identify a consumer account corresponding to the account
identifier; a processor for crediting the identified consumer account by an
amount including at least a portion of the residual transaction amount; an
interface receiving data indicative of thg putcome of a gaming activity; a
processor for, in response to the outcome of the gaming activity, querying
the consusanbesdwi atarse o ddantiiyherenahsna windiRgsponding to the
consymer accounts t hi rize amounts_are to be distributed. One
RSB BRIde St RS SR b o SRAMFamsaction
amount®feemiphdialiy: pkenidsymershtiewneitiac iothiting the siepsfof:the
receiving data indicative of an account identifier and a residual transaction
arHOUN,; ‘é"r%’r‘fg’ eéd?]igﬁ}ﬂa’é]ﬁé{%&%ﬁ?&%t&%%‘é&%“i%é?ﬁYﬁ?%Pé% fer
accountOaersaspdiisig peolidesccoundidfiitifienagtedidoglthetdasiifies amounts
cgnsug]erfcco nt bﬁ an an}lount includirg‘? at least a portion of the
e PR AL ORI RS Tnt P Fee SIS S A idicative of the outcome of a
gaming acthtiyfate fespesseitg theadhdtaniesaithe gamingidaitvitys and a residual

uerying the consumer account database to identify one or more winning
COMSTHIFE L8RS to which prize amounts are to be distributed. One
embodimpricpssvides quengitioa doahuding dbwesie doflereditindethify a consumer
identifietd one or more wit ning cons m%rfacpounts by respective prize
athounts. "Ohe %nmglﬁpmeﬁtag?%}l&é A'i&thod including the steps of: -12-
receiving pfota&givén cesistingetheai deithidikalankegue sicidiocabiyarof@mount
accoupnt id?ptifier; quer ing the corE]s er account data?ase to identify a

P o]

1ncluding at least a portion of the .resi transaction amo R .
consumer account Correspon‘alng e accoun |(§Iénli}#|ér; debltlng the

identifieghdanstaoereacoangidbya amdardund Coks espankeng togidneing activity;
withdrawal reqsuesti; and rovidinq a signal indic(a]rti\ﬁe of an instruction to
r Tor, 1n 0 t@

provide 18 RE EoRLarEH TG AR ONT oM eSpbnaling 1o the itHdr vl cryine the

regusesher account database to identify one or more winning consumer accounts to

which prize amounts are to be distributed.

One embodiment provides a method for managing residual transaction amounts
for a plurality of consumers, the method including the steps of:

receiving data indicative of an account identifier and a residual transaction
amount;

querying a consumer account database to identify a consumer account
corresponding to the account identifier;

crediting the identified consumer account by an amount including at least a
portion of the residual transaction amount;

receiving data indicative of the outcome of a gaming activity;

in response to the outcome of the gaming activity, querying the consumer
account database to identify one or more winning consumer accounts to which prize
amounts are to be distributed.

One embodiment provides a method including the step of crediting the
identified one or more winning consumer accounts by respective prize amounts.

One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:



One embodiment provides a computer implemented method for managing
residual transaction amounts for a plurality of consumers, the method
including the steps of: identifying a residual transaction amount for a

given consumer; and applying a predetermined proportion of the residual
transaction amount as an entry fee ing gaming activity such that the
consumer is allocated one or more entries in the gaming activity, wherein:

(i) for easbepnily, toatisiidentified@sraawihilg ety tias: CefishiverdSan account
allocated a total return amount having a value greater than the value of

Bl fee exchanged for that entry; and (i) for each entry that is not
identifieguasyenwthBiogheiniy; doeocanaumtersisto efungigchaot@ii@er account

corresgopﬁﬁg to the entr\é}fe ex%janged for that entry. One embodiment
proVides fRdA8rRY tdﬂeﬁ%l Sidual transaction amounts for a

pluralitydebiaoisthv etsndifie meibochiiclocingtthe siapsoofit eseivpugdataco the
indicative ?f an account identifier and a residual transaction amount;

gﬁa%v ) 5891%??%8Pc2ccount database to identify a consumer account
correspprdliitrig dhezascoditadentfian; iokeditiionthepdsndfies thonsusoater the
account by an ampunt including at Ie?st a portion of the residual
tl%ﬂ%%%‘i%%5?38{}??@%%@%\6%@%‘%s{fﬁl%el‘s Yccount database to
determimmsvwhativdiaemnqgirtyidxchaoge adp oitidorné areltit dth thkef it enditiedn g
conspmer account for gaming valpe; and in the case that th rtign of
U T B AR oI A RN DL CanbHIg ettt Bisd e ldine the
leasgtspdrt of an entry fee in a gaming activity, wherein the - 13 entry fee is

at least partially refundable jrrespective of the outcame of the gamin
cctvy. I S BHAR BBCIL A AN 10 b Ao
transactippl gimoua pis dtoeanpludapitypok om stithe e sithéa metiadtioaladiognt as an

the steps .of: receiving gat{a indiﬁ%tlive of an entry fee, the entr fee bein .
dm*trny %m at armpgcl C 1V€, 8/ su at the clopsum T %s allocate cz¥|[e Or moreentries
erine y alt reas poruon or a residual transaction amount 1or a
conbarparniagdeixityamdiagitne entry fee for one or more entries in a
gaming @z‘l‘t""%ﬂ‘{"é‘eﬁz e!{}nrtg %ﬁfﬁ%é&%ﬂﬁeﬁtégﬁ PSSR R umer s
irrespective of the outcome of the gaming
allocated a total return amount having a value greater than the value of the entry fee
exchanged for that entry; and
(ii) for each entry that is not identified as a winning entry, the consumer is
refunded a value corresponding to the entry fee exchanged for that entry.
One embodiment provides a method for managing residual transaction amounts
for a plurality of consumers, the method including the steps of:
receiving data indicative of an account identifier and a residual transaction
amount;
querying a consumer account database to identify a consumer account
corresponding to the account identifier;
crediting the identified consumer account by an amount including at least a
portion of the residual transaction amount;
querying the consumer account database to determine whether or not to
exchange a portion of credit in the identified consumer account for gaming value; and

in the case that the portion of credit is to be exchanged for gaming value,

defining that portion as at least part of an entry fee in a gaming activity, wherein the



activity. One embodiment provides a method for managing residual
transaction amounts for a plurality of consumers, the method including
the steps of: receiving data indicative of an account identifier and a
residual transaction amount; querying a consumer account database to
identify a consumer account correspaniding to the account identifier;
crediting the identified consumer account by an amount including at least
aerpprtioniohtheasepidtiallir astaaatipre ameeput GrierYiRINEoaaNSEIREEaming
account database to determine whether or not to exchange a portion of
FEQEH the identified consumer account for gaming value: and in the

case thayibepbodoncol pieditis torheatdchangach il garingMalneaction amounts
exchanging the credit for the gami v.aILfe .On&embodi ent provides a

AUTHI T SHE LB o G B s BB PG ot database to
determinesivigthaitarnditid exchangeus peslivn ofeyedl irithedddoptifigdat least

t f ' lue i f d ive to the step of
R e M BN P RCEBLHY ) S HRB P iciucing ot least

a portioexehding e shdualtfyafes ol onconduKE Ednges mbiogimanyt anovidesvlerein
ethod wherein the step of querying.the.consumer account database to .
PR st B S P TR L bl Dogoming
canBumer account for gaming value is performed on a periodic basis. One
embodiraent E{gv&des 5%1 metthd for man %ngﬁresidual traalsa}c%tion . )
including T QB B OV SR ARG 4 ConSiriel sSSP adaagion amounts
imctudphgaipjurlion ofmecgntls, reathb d ecdrding ihding tadé indicative of an

account identifier f(%r id nti%/in%fl consum r.(?ng. a credit amaunt; )
.. re?elvmg %121 mndicative an _gccQunt identi 1er3,n resigqual transaction
receiving from a first retailer terminal a first signal indicafive ot a firs

anoount; identifier and a residual transaction amount for a first consumer;

being reslponsive to the first si na{gpri entifé/'

cerymg a cons €r accou atabase t I%%n%Prsf}creCsourdfi:pgpceount
consumer JCC%UFI'[ (I:}a‘tlé%ase Inciuding &a?a Indicative OP{heIﬂl’St account

identifiponding timdreasingihalenadi¢camount of the first record by the
residualctr%acfiltslgé: ttll%] ic%m?flijé]cf ‘consumer account by an amount including at least a
portion of the residual transaction amount;

querying the consumer account database to determine whether or not to
exchange a portion of credit in the identified consumer account for gaming value; and

in the case that the portion of credit is to be exchanged for gaming value,
exchanging the credit for the gaming value.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of querying the consumer
account database to determine whether or not to exchange a portion of credit in the
identified consumer account for gaming value is performed responsive to the step of
crediting the identified consumer account by an amount including at least a portion of
the residual transaction amount.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of querying the consumer
account database to determine whether or not to exchange a portion of credit in the
identified consumer account for gaming value is performed on a periodic basis.

One embodiment provides a method for managing residual transaction

including the steps of:



One embodiment provides a method wherein, in the case that a first

record in the consumer account database including data indicative of the

first account identifier is not identifiable, the method includes the step of
automatically defining in the database a new record that is identifiable on

the basis of the first account identifier-and identifying that new account

for the purpose of the subsequent step of crediting. One embodiment
providesna,im@mﬁg inaluding:the wiepsiefaseeeivingdiign pleetndreiadals, each
termin ehalf of a second onsumer, a signal indicative of a
LG A0 TS RAF 78 2R LG T TG AR Asapmer and
ameedit; dedogeresponsive to the second S|gnal for identifying a second

record in the .consumer accouni databas cIudln (1 |nd|cat|ve f the

second SEEBURE iamitidrs delet g R 8 H"t% RIS %fc% gt account
regondrisy dhe athdlaw alaasaotiow; apikaiidiog dcﬁfbtecsamﬁdrretaller terminal

a third signal indicative of structio ide to the secon

oo B PSSO A SRR PR e o By psomer
favctusiglaldaretiaciate rgndafa ndﬁcmveslﬁﬂmfngt tectbenvithuaitafed) and
amount.to a Iocatlﬁn as omated WI he.second r. all%r}ter{raI Eﬁﬂ One

embodiffERE RS e 6%%‘%8?? S Fh S AR 5 Affgetion

residuad. transaction amounts for a plurality of consumers, the method

including the steps of: recelvn for of.consumers )
e e o e O e o S i spord in

Ahe whsmmmaunﬂc&fwaeamtmdg ahtaandammgn afnlw ﬁTrS‘tlaccd\m,t identifier

di%frllmp glen{%e ) y’nglcgl tl%)&tmc aesihé/ thlpca gg%grwa 1ca1 de nlﬁé mCtlhe

com lnlng Ion amounts ine an e try fee
whetieise Enew rédird. t15t)isadenwliae rmmhhdﬂmlmolﬁehemhamgmiﬂordaneﬁer, and

SmsERes o, 0amine asfian behaflel gavndiae defned B
t roup of consumers Ci mentp vides
includin@tke siopt néntgoemid damathudicattil\mlmgamemuetpsmfe of the

gaming act|V|t rocessm%n@ (tjal ai dlcatl e of tl}le lc%utfome of the
eth

gaming ‘activit X% identty er on%rrcr)lrm%c)roen brlzes are to él%\(/:\%l ded™ ®

inaelaticigtaltelone erahere@ntliessoandidentifier and a withdrawal request having
a withdrawal amount;

being responsive to the second signal for identifying a second record in the
consumer account database including data indicative of the second account identifier;

decreasing the credit amount of the second record by the withdrawal amount;

providing to the second retailer terminal a third signal indicative of an
instruction to provide to the second consumer funds corresponding to the withdrawal
amount; and

providing a fourth signal for transferring funds corresponding to the withdrawal
amount to a location associated with the second retailer terminal.

One embodiment provides a computer implemented method for managing
residual transaction amounts for a plurality of consumers, the method including the
steps of:

receiving, for a group of consumers C; ... C,, respective data indicative of

respective residual transaction amounts A; ... A;,, wherein n > 2;



in the event that one or more prizes are to be awarded, distributing the

prize among consumers CI ... C,. based on the following formula: P.=P E

S wherein Pr is the total prize for distribution and Pi is share of Pr

distributed to Ci. One embodiment provides a method wherein, for one or

more of the residual transaction amounts, Ai = Si. One embodiment

provides a computer program product configured to perform a method as
descrilpgdehetiaiesi @ik wanhedisaenhpiavides.a o mieHidn gystespdaciudingportion
a processor configured to perform method as described herein. One

eargﬁééf KAPBPARR S ompatéPLomputer-readable carrier medium
carryingatsiaigf thetsyations dhadimdenseecutsq by dfiaoamertgy fee E, wherein

oc rs cayse the one or more processors to carry out a method as . .
osibet hordi: BTRHBRELRS daolf e SHEIRCAIGh 98 hdnore Shtries in a
eFaboeknaetity sarbeh amisedipigidatealcta @ mbodigienp’ sheamsithasaC, ... C,
particular feag}u&, structure or charﬁéct%ristl'c Fﬁesgﬁl:%ed in C{anection with
the emBSaiNERE IR RSB AL OIS EHBR dinEPdPihe present
inventieoeilhigsdappedicances dhihairbrases the gnaigmbodiment”, some

embodiments” or "in an empodiment” jn various places thrqoughout this . .
SpecTRANEH 16 WL AEUSA) S A A tnE i & LAY fo identify
burheday. drierthenmoer eyribes pacticutar feaideesisivlatiore soothe haraciensiieentries;
may be -16- combined in any suitable manner, as would be apparent to

ohe of ordinary skill in the art from this disclosure, in one or more
embodimtntsy&imitaulyiteshouwldleepaizpseniated Hhatwarthel pdeseibtiting the prize
descrigr':ion of exercnpla'r% ?gr;tsnotgi)nﬂ%ﬁ}ézfo the in¥entioln, various features

onyg consSumers .. [ [0)%%1 ormuia. .
ot TRE TVERHION are 'sometimes grouped” t0getierin & single embodiment,

figure, or description thereof for the pufppse of streamlining the
disclosure and aiding in the unddtstafdipg of one or more of the various
inventive aspects. This method of disclosure, however, is not to be

imerpr@/ﬁﬁgeﬁ%%'ﬁféiﬂﬂa%ﬁ'%@ﬁﬁi%‘s%h%i_ﬂﬁ ﬁl?drpﬁg URMRNEPP, (@ GYFRRed to C;.
more features than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as the

followiRCIeRe Hanekt PrRadEY e BEPSRETRINeIOtRAI AT f@RtGres Brearesidual
sipgle farsoaing.sisclosed embodiment. Thus, the claims following the

Detailed Description are hereby expressly incorporated into

One embodiment provides a computer program product configured to perform a
method as described herein.

One embodiment provides a computer system including a processor configured
to perform method as described herein.

One embodiment provides a computer computer-readable carrier medium
carrying a set of instructions that when executed by one or more processors cause the
one or more processors to carry out a method as described herein.

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodiment”, “some
embodiments” or “an embodiment” means that a particular feature, structure or
characteristic described in connection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment of the present invention. Thus, appearances of the phrases “in one
embodiment”, some embodiments” or “in an embodiment” in various places

throughout this specification are not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment,

but may. Furthermore, the particular features, structures or characteristics may be



this Detailed Description, with each claim standing on its own as a

separate embodiment of this invention. Furthermore, while some
embodiments described herein include some but not other features

included in other embodiments, combinations of features of different
embodiments are meant to be within thegscope of the invention, and form
different embodiments, as would be understood by those in the art. For
exantiedihthey fallavine ehniensssanyof B’@a@l@df@ﬁdt@mmmﬁﬁli&?@mh&n the
usegliln any compination. Furthermore, e of the embodiments are

R bsi QU HE NS PO USRI %f 8 ¥¥elements of a method
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HoWevesr gidl éeé}é?é‘o & PLYRAUSP AU GRS A4l s than are
peapitsely vwatitedtntbede dpecifiRaktails deddikwinsiatces; wlbdniowntive

metggg sIrLiétur snanﬁi fte%tggl es ha\4e {not b%clan C\(/)vsré An d tallnent Thus,
oSt no eure’ah uff rs?and”‘n% ﬂg%)es%np fon. AS USed HEfei n,

uhleskiotl éumﬁelsgdmﬂaetathedlﬁesoﬁﬁmmmleriaadrablje@tmesﬁi7nc<ﬁuns<brated into

aaﬁl (1"11'(; d"SC%tc to de crlbg (z?\leg:lonértrggnlobjoec:tt nggvrggls |£1tsjécatg (’ghat
erent instances %tflﬂ} Jec S are Blelng rel?érred 10, and’4ré R&

irtahdéichtmimpilyisthatetit@objects so described must be in a given

sequen ther tempo aII atl I rankin n any other. mann
In the c‘r%emselgmi%w gﬁl I6s iﬁ‘escrlp é)n I(Iatrser%ns%%l’li/e%ngrg %ﬁnc Ude g me St not
"odrapfiatog’s iodinjadsachdfér em'bmhmiemnqoﬁﬂﬁ's'aﬁ'ﬁ)mocﬁrﬁemummithlaﬁferent

m% (? |ncI dlnéij at Ieg1§t Ehe eéﬁm%lts/featurfeélthat fo li%\ﬁv aqll%] 10 dlffel‘ent
Ing o ers. Thus, ?he ‘ﬁ’erm ‘comprising” wﬁen used In the claim

sdsmbmﬂmmstrbe usterpuktdd asdammdl mlthuveltottimelm eBoiscanmigl) emm«ar

sieps I Ilstedlthereafter aame%fe tE § ;é% gf ttge e>é%reSS|on a dg,wgtcleon
comprlsu%g A anaBYsh ou d no evices con5|s]tnng on(T ot
elementisufttamoh @ ¢ Asoyno g tbfethmbedmehrsduﬂdeg&rﬂwmhhrmlammedtod or
combination of elements of a method that can be implemented by a processor of a
computer system or by other means of carrying out the function. Thus, a processor
with the necessary instructions for carrying out such a method or element of a method
forms a means for carrying out the method or element of a method. Furthermore, an
element described herein of an apparatus embodiment is an example of a means for
carrying out the function performed by the element for the purpose of carrying out the
invention.

In the description provided herein, numerous specific details are set forth.
However, it is understood that embodiments of the invention may be practiced without
these specific details. In other instances, well-known methods, structures and
techniques have not been shown in detail in order not to obscure an understanding of

this description.

As used herein, unless otherwise specified the use of the ordinal adjectives



"that includes" as used herein is also an open term that also means

including at least the elements/features that follow the term, but not
excluding others. Thus, "including” is synonymous with and means the

same as "comprising”. Similarly, the term "coupled”, when used herein,
should not be interpreted as being limitgtive to direct connections only.

The terms "coupled" and "connected," along with their derivatives, may
beaiused sddmeconeaf the: expRssighe a @ameenAdbiaiipheddly andeieeitit
shauld nat be limited to devices or systems wherein an output. of device A
RS R B TP ROE DLt GBI SR IRl S ERL ety
path hetaigen s ddtptibed Mandaminginaf Baubich, mayebempathly, spatially,
including other devices or means. "Coupled” may mean that two or more

e MBHTEEAIE Bty ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁér&mﬂ)‘ﬁysical or electrical contact, or that two or

more el@imniatdAnts hetdw dilechedotatptiviitheadh atlyerdeLify@t stiths

co-operate qr interact with gach other. In the context of the present
di§8?§8{}ﬁé‘?$t is %%‘QBF%FSSt atd ggﬁn‘ﬂbcg&%ﬁs 18%‘5%9%5%%‘?@ means
nndtiplen playlesstphevditenkespéative: e tisy fieldsw | bexohangtutinghehanirihus, the
fees, the players,are respectively allocated,one.or more entries. The term
[ ST RN B RALTATS SOOeY S gkl TG dihene
shimidative tecomnsthgant ioddhyeiodrelsdpsdotehthnanfriayBos eramiendanscope of
players, constructs or syndicates defin roup qf two or more .
i AP AR BT Sl o e g gufes consisting
harhaof playens)y AncdoBieAlegahentitbs tsuch ‘asladimpoyatiansomelisksy. or
In.some es, the er.is identified in a computing system -18- hy a
R e R R e PR AR SRR g at teas
identifeacadeshar s dold infbentatiorhue matikaclddisg, ockdglal hus, “including”
telephone numbe or&he Iike.gln the context of the present disclosure,

s synonymous with a means ne same as  COmpPrising. . .
there e discudsion players being affocated" ehtries and disclosure of
players Sminigrlprowdedh EntupkdT he ienmsed ditocatestibakichtpiovidedirated as
regarded as synonymous in thjs regard. Eurthermore, neither of these "
e e A G R R
receiyes hriienties {akbougy bgusdly, Fieysoopy dbtbe kxpndysilatitfidevice A
entri e notionally allocated to that player, Although players are.
R A B R RS S 0 LA im p oweput
soindevinstansad racsipglenptayet foravioes olidipleeBtryfeesionthatultgpteexists a
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devices or means. "Coupled" may mean that two or more elements are either in direct
physical or electrical contact, or that two or more elements are not in direct contact
with each other but yet still co-operate or interact with each other.

In the context of the present disclosure, it is assumed that a gaming activity is
an activity where multiple players provide respective entry fees. In exchange for the
entry fees, the players are respectively allocated one or more entries. The term
“player” as used herein refers to a provider of an entry fee. The term should be
construed broadly to include both human players, non-human players, constructs or
syndicates defined by a group of two or more human and/or non human players (such

as a collaboration between human players), and other legal entities (such as

corporations or trusts). In some cases, the player is identified in a computing system



that constitutes a wholly or partially refundable payment. No specific
implications or connotations should be drawn from the use of the word
"fee", which is descriptive only. In some embodiments the entry fee is
provided in whole or in part as monetary currency. In other embodiments
the entry fee is notionally derived - such&s where a consumer purchases
predefined goods and/or services unrelated to an entry, and an entry fee
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the gaming operator or a third party receives by v1rtue of the player’s participation in
those marketing activities. That is, by purchasing a certain product, a consumer is
deemed to have provided an entry fee, and is correspondingly allocated one or more
entries. In the presently considered embodiments, the entry fee is wholly provided for
the purpose of participation in a gaming activity.

In some embodiments, the “entry fee” defines only a portion of the sum of
consideration provided by a player in exchange for one or more entries. For example,
in some embodiments a player provides an entry amount, including an entry fee and an
additional component, this additional component being, in some cases, attributable to
an operator service charge. In some embodiments, although an entry fee is fully
refundable, it is only the entry fee component of an entry amount that is fully

refundable, with the additional component being non-refundable. It should also be



Lotteries and lottery type games. In the context of the Australian market,

particular examples include "Lotto", "Oz Lotto", "Powerball", "Art Union

Lotteries", and the like. In the context of the US market, particular

examples include "Hot Lotto", "Mega Millions", "Powerball", "Paycheck",

and "Tri- State". Traditional draw lotterigs, instant lotteries and "scratch”

lotteries. Raffles, or other games where a player is provided with one or

nappecuiigdehiickeiSRarYIRY iRsperiie ickeitideniiiareranhonotsare

winners are Ided&a&g d based gn the selection of one or more Wlnnln

(R R AR LR AR P BRI S NAN B 8 S e 1™ 64 RHP%?ﬁh §dgvalue.

Raffle" Ryfergaceeso wbﬁfmplay@falﬁeﬂetwﬁﬂpmiedh@me\mmmner&

with numbers drawp from an inde enf?é%{rw}’t&cs)bjectlve source ﬁport

bt ﬁ‘ijt88ff HIEESS A BRI %‘86% paRTRERTIAS? HYetd RagHa!

bf&ﬁacﬂs FRyents-bagad datting aetiviidss invwolvia gqsuﬁhe@utsomemp& a nominal
I contests, .Ro aI or no ewost[%(,blrths er outco

B B AT 0B AL PRy eV e Ch At refund
mug@gcefvaay’ﬁwﬂam dévactingths mﬁm@b‘@ﬂ‘\g@@fls réfalidcadrespective of

n -20- P ed and lectronic
TR LG RY Br B Oy By T B De
c&mmoﬁﬁdltdaéq&dtg“armnbmhi@sﬁsﬁlnes&moﬁxﬂe poeHéne iviicieni games,
where o tcom are |n rt dependant on player's skill in e
e SRR B e et e G S5t S SHgy T consrucd

gaﬁmﬂ}osrmu@st&mhpkdk anyzlmmm\/glmdghr@ngkmmgamamgering, including but
E(r:r%g ed games played on poker and other electronic gaming

MAachines %\ny games of skill and/or chance involving one or more

unknowhobuitees loubgthﬁﬁep@rmmutueﬂw ‘tixedtoddse basedlidhwithdier,

a reC|ated that, in all fthe les, joultiple,pl ers jd

et A BRI T e for e €y, 10500 e iy A Hon

respectwdwrmmmﬁﬂmﬂh‘ken énahenareentoeseThe Iﬁmmetppmmmwedxamples

refers generally, amingarrangement whereby prize upded in.
ohole o o e el PR S

State”.
o Traditional draw lotteries, instant lotteries and ‘“‘scratch” lotteries.
. Raffles, or other games where a player is provided with one or more unique

tickets carrying respective ticket identifiers, and one or more winners are
identified based on the selection of one or more winning ticket identifiers.

° “Keno”, “Bingo” and “Housie”, “Tombola” and “Chinese Raffle” style games
where players seek to reconcile their own numbers with numbers drawn from

an independent objective source.

° Sports betting activities and football pools, whether pari-mutuel or “fixed-
odds” based.
° Events-based betting activities involving such outcomes as political contests,

Royal or noteworthy births, weather outcomes and natural phenomena.
o Totalisators.
° Sweepstakes for any events such as horse, dog or any other form of racing,

sporting contests, political contests and the like.



synonymous with "paramutual”, "para-mutual”, "parimutuel” "mutual

betting" and other variants. A "method for providing a gaming activity"

includes substantially any method by which a gaming activity is provided.

This includes, but is not limited to, methods performable by administrators

of gaming activities, methods performabte-by vendors of entries in

gaming activities, methods performable by players, computer
implementagaethdsinedeinahle irslatiohtesthardminisiAIAN Phnce-based,
gaming activities and/or sale of entries in_such gaming activities, and so

on. uke%)&@e?%‘seds%feeﬁ%}aﬁwamﬁ%{%&h‘?ﬁ@e%mmﬁema% These include

substangiaiyeanyidaas hvey e EOIR PR RTRE ohp ot hareware somprRentskill,
associated with the performance of a method for providing a gamin

activity. ¥6r BRAMDRASEHENRY SRR AR RO S{iHge chance.
nsaintaigReeploihRIes0IRERY PN hehal Ki AdRUBISHRIRSAhngaming

activities, vendors of entries in gaming activities, or the players

tMemselvBangEshgsedigiaies ] et orpokainiit Bhriralestr s GisEs s paghjnes-
0of group\qf, PATHSDFRRAPIIPIE (RniRe ieRbiage BRd AMYRISHHRHIBR P bftcomes,
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"gaming operator” should be read sufficiently broadly so as to cover
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reaiesarlthaabirenaidben such gaming activities, and so on. Likewise, a
“system for providing a gaming activity” includes substantially any hardware
component or group of hardware components associated with the performance of a
method for providing a gaming activity. For example, such systems include
information systems maintained or implemented by or on behalf of administrators of
gaming activities, vendors of entries in gaming activities, or the players themselves.

As used herein, the term “gaming operator’” describes a party or group of
parties responsible for the carriage and administration of a gaming activity. Thatis, a
gaming operator is responsible for tasks including, but not limited to defining entry
parameters and other predefined terms and conditions for the gaming activity, offering
for sale entries in exchange for entry fees, receiving entry fees from players, allocating

entries to players in exchange for those entry fees, identifying one or more winning



relationship between providing parties, should be considered as a single
gaming activity in the context of the present disclosure. In some cases, a
plurality of sub- activities may be conducted by differing parties in different
locations and/or with differing branding. However some or all of the entry
fees from these sub-activities might beznationally or physically combined
into a common pool, for example to facilitate investment, risk
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cases, the sub-activities should certainty be collectively regarded as a single gaming
activity in the context of the present disclosure.

In some cases a first gaming activity is provided by a first party, and this first
gaming activity leveraged by a second party to provide a second gaming activity. For
example, various embodiments discussed herein include an arrangement whereby a
flexible credit service provider is responsible for providing a gaming activity, and to
do so leverages an existing gaming activity that is provided by a gaming service
provider, or via a scheme such as a Bonus Bonds or Prize Bonds scheme. In such
circumstances, it is generally considered that both parties provide gaming activities.

The term "complementary" is primarily used herein with reference to relative
percentages of two mutually exclusive components or proportions, primarily the
proportion of an entry fee that is placed at risk, and the “complementary” proportion

that is refundable (or vice versa). In this context, if a given proportion is X%, then the



FIG. 5 illustrates a method according to one embodiment. FIG. 6

illustrates an arrangement for providing a gaming activity in the context of

a reward program arrangement according to one embodiment. FIG. 7
illustrates an arrangement for providing a gaming activity in the context of

a reward program arrangement accordizgy-to one embodiment. FIG. 8
illustrates a method according to one embodiment. FIG. 9 illustrates a
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FIG. 6 illustrates an arrangement for providing a gaming activity in the context
of a reward program arrangement according to one embodiment.

FIG. 7 illustrates an arrangement for providing a gaming activity in the context
of a reward program arrangement according to one embodiment.

FIG. 8 illustrates a method according to one embodiment.

FIG. 9 illustrates a method according to one embodiment.

FIG. 10 illustrates an arrangement for providing a gaming activity in the
context of a financial institution according to one embodiment.

FIG. 11 illustrates an arrangement for providing a gaming activity in the
context of a residual transaction management system according to one embodiment.

FIG. 12 illustrates a residual transaction management system according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 13A illustrates a method according to one embodiment.

FIG. 13B illustrates a method according to one embodiment.

FIG. 13C illustrates a method according to one embodiment.

FIG. 14A illustrates a method according to one embodiment.

FIG. 14B illustrates a method according to one embodiment.



FIG. 18B illustrates an exemplary hardware arrangement according to one
embodiment. Detailed Description Described herein are various systems
and methods for providing gaming activities, these patrticularly relating to
gaming activities implemented in conjunction with a flexible credit
arrangement. In overview, a consumer 33 allocated one or more entries in
a gaming activity based on a level of transactable flexible credit held by
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Described herein are various systems and methods for providing gaming

activities, these particularly relating to gaming activities implemented in conjunction
with a flexible credit arrangement. In overview, a consumer is allocated one or more
entries in a gaming activity based on a level of transactable flexible credit held by that
consumer. For example, the allocation of entries is increased or decreased subject to a
corresponding increase or decrease in transactable flexible credit held by the
consumer. In some embodiments, one or more prizes for the gaming activity are
funded in whole, or in part, by way of supplementary contributions realized on the
basis of consumers’ participation in a flexible credit infrastructure.

The terms “flexible credit” and “transactable flexible credit” are used
interchangeably herein. That is, although in some instances the term “transactable” is
omitted, it is to be assumed that the flexible credit in question is transactable
nevertheless. Further elaboration in relation to the meaning of these terms is provided

further below.



to the owner of the funds (i.e. the consumer/account holder). Rather, the
investment return is, at least in the first instance, controlled by the party
responsible for holding the funds (i.e. the administrator of a flexible credit
arrangement, which in some cases is the supplier or an affiliate of the
supplier). The terms "supplier" and "corrgumer” should be afforded broad
interpretations. A supplier is any party that provides goods and or
servicesvigrianoigbollikewis@lescrisuishinah s vty dealbyiSnalofeGaiNetee” gaming
goads and or. seyvices fro an§ther Part : Sl%ecgic exa élles of flexible
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The terms “supplier” and “consumer” should be afforded broad interpretations.

A supplier is any party that provides goods and or services to another. Likewise, a

consumer is any party that receives goods and or services from another party.

Specific examples of flexible credit include (but are not limited to):

o Reward points in the context of a reward program. In broad terms, such reward
programs allow consumers to accrue “reward points” and redeem those for a
benefit. Some embodiments described herein afford to consumers the
opportunity to win a prize based on the quantum of reward points they have
respectively accrued, without affecting the ability to later redeem those points for
a benefit. For example, in some embodiments a monetary value corresponding to
the quantum of reward points is used to fund one or more entries in a gaming
activity, whereby the entries are allocated on the basis of a no-risk profile. In this

manner, the entry fees are fully refundable.



Prepaid credit, in the context of a prepaid credit arrangement. In such
arrangements, a consumer exchanges a set amount of funds for a
particular consumable service in advance, and consumes these funds
over time as the service is used. A common example is prepaid cellular
telephone credit. Standard transactablesredit, such as funds in a
conventional bank account (such as an at-call cash account) held by the
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gaming activities” (also referred to as "no-risk gaming activities") is
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proportionally allocated between a plurality of consumers, who likewise
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used to obtain bonds or the like in a scheme such as NZ Bonus Bonds or
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activities”, although they by some interpretations "investment activities"

° Standard transactable credit, such as funds in a conventional bank account (such
as an at-call cash account) held by the consumer with a financial institution. In
some such embodiments the at-call account receives a lower-than-usual level of
interest (or no interest at all). It will be appreciated from the discussion herein
that additional interest derived by the financial institution can be used, in whole
or in part, to finance risk free gaming activities (again, in whole or in part). For
example, in some cases a portion of the investment return is used to fund entries
in a risk free gaming activity.

In each of these situations, a flexible credit service provider holds funds on
behalf of a plurality of consumers (either directly or notionally), funds being required
to cover the cost of benefits purchased by those consumers using flexible credit. The

funds increase over time as additional flexible credit is awarded, and decrease as

flexible credit is consumed. In some embodiments of the present invention, at least a



rather than "gaming activities". For the purposes of the present
specification, it is the element of chance in allocation of rewards that
categorises such an investment scheme as a gaming activity. Again,
allocation is not necessarily one-to-one; in some embodiments a single
entry might be proportionally allocated bgtween a plurality of consumers,
who would likewise proportionally share any resulting prize. In fact, in this
CaSEi theo Cansy Mels padticiRbiedii dgaenivgsasiérifyviflatisdes effaaisk free gaming
provided by the existence of such bonds, although the consumer
tAEM&&ives do not engage in ownership of Bonus Bonds (and therefore
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consumers, who woul eWise propor AL y share any resulting prize. In fact, in
this case the consumers participate in a gaming activity that is in effect provided by the
existence of such bonds, although the consumer themselves do not engage in
ownership of Bonus Bonds (and therefore need not be concerned with matters of
investment). Rather, the service provider holds the bonds, maintains a record of the
allocation of these among the consumers, and distributes any prizes accordingly.

It will be appreciated that further embodiments implement alternate approaches

for providing entries in a pre-existing risk free gaming activity.

System Level Overview

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary flexible credit arrangement according to one
embodiment. In this example, the arrangement is driven, at least in part, by
transactions between consumers, such as consumer 101, and suppliers, such as supplier

102. In the illustrated example, this is a retail-style transaction for goods and/or



directly identify a particular consumer. For example, a consumer identifier
may be derived from an anonymously purchased stored value card or the
like. In such cases, a consumer is identifiable based on carriage of the
stored value card, rather than a personalising characteristic (such as a
personalised loyalty card, credit card, pgrsonal account login information,
or the like). The flexible credit administration system 104 interacts with a
gaiviiegs. adMawisteation (ﬁh&feilﬂibﬁhﬁ&s-rhiér@&ﬂaiﬁ@é)ﬁﬁtaﬁbﬁfﬂ:\éideﬁraﬂf interaction
rran ement whereb y fee is able to be exchanged for one or
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The flexible credit administration system 104 interacts with a gaming
administration system 108. This gaming system provides an arrangement whereby an
entry fee is able to be exchanged for one or more entries in a gaming activity.

In overview, system 104 obtains entries in a gaming activity from system 108
for allocation to consumers, such as consumer 101. In some embodiments, entries are
“allocated” to consumers in the sense that database 106 is updated to associate a given
consumer identifier with one or more entry identifiers for entries that have been
allocated (in whole or in part) to the consumer.

System 104 provides to system 108 data 107 indicative of entry fees and entry
purchase instructions. Data 107 is, in some cases, provided in respect of each

appropriate item of data 103. For example, each item of data 103 is processed to

determine an entry fee amount, and this entry fee amount is applied as an entry fee in



application PCT/AU2007/000774, and some general guidance provided in

the following section. Risk free gaming Activities and No-Risk Recurring

Entries In some embodiments, entries are allocated by system 108 on the

basis of a risk profile. Detailed discussion of risk profiles is provided in
PCT/2007/000774, and some general ggntext provided below. In a

gaming activity, wherein a plurality of players provide respective entry
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appreciated that, at least theoretically, an
Risk free gaming Activities and No-Risk Recurring Entries

e,
nlgn to that

In some embodiments, entries are allocated by system 108 on the basis of a risk
profile. Detailed discussion of risk profiles is provided in PCT/2007/000774, and
some general context provided below.

In a gaming activity, wherein a plurality of players provide respective entry
fees, one or more risk profiles are able to be defined. Each risk profile defines a
proportion of an entry fee that is refundable on the basis of predetermined refund
criteria and a complementary proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk. For each
player, entry data is indicative of the entry fee provided by that player and a risk
profile selected by that player. Each player is allocated, on the basis of the entry fee
provided by that player and the risk profile selected by that player, one or more entries
in relation to the gaming activity.

The term "complementary" is primarily used herein with reference to relative
percentages of two mutually exclusive components or proportions, primarily the

proportion of an entry fee that is placed at risk, and the “complementary” proportion



infinite number of hybrid risk profiles are definable. 1t will be appreciated
that which of these categories are made available varies between
embodiments. In particular, some embodiments make use of a no-risk
profile and full-risk profile exclusively, some embodiments make use of a
no-risk profile, full- risk profile and one @9 more hybrid risk profiles, some
embodiments make use of a no- risk profile and one or more hybrid risk
pitefilBsces@ndebenibodiceenis anakethiseohddt; iskgpvedilprapstaneioN v 8en the
hybrid risk profiles, and some embodiments m nl ke use of one or
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with 80% refundable, 40% at- risk with 60% refundable, and so on). Of
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placed at risk, and/or how much of his or her entry fee is to be refundable.

Althougffednalared2test in this situation, it will be appreciated that in
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plurality (that is, two or more) risk profiles are defined, in some
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players place their resEé('ectiv,e entry fees on the basis of the same hybrid
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profile. The term "refund” as used herein js intended to encompass a full

d}lM{&ﬁlle and one or more hybrid risk profiles, some embodiments make use of a no-
risk profile and one or more hybrid risk profiles, some embodiments make use of full-
risk profile and one or more hybrid risk profiles, and some embodiments may only
make use of one or more hybrid risk profiles.

The manner in which risk profiles are defined also varies between
embodiments. Generally speaking, there are two main approaches, which are by no
means mutually exclusive. The first approach is for a gaming operator to stipulate one
or more predefined risk profiles, and make these available to players. In one such
embodiment only the “no-risk” and “full-risk” profiles are made available, while in
another such embodiment hybrid-risk profiles are additionally or alternatively made
available at, for example, 20% increments (20% at-risk with 80% refundable, 40% at-

risk with 60% refundable, and so on). Of course, this simple example should not be

regarded as limiting, and other increments (including consistent and inconsistent



refund of the value component of an entry fee, whether in the form in

which it was contributed or in some other form. Refunds may therefore be

in cash or in kind. In particular, in some embodiments of the invention, a
refund may take the form of a limited rollover entry for a specified number

of subsequent gaming activities of the- 3ame or different type, an unlimited
rollover entry for an indeterminate number of subsequent gaming

aigldyéiesn of) e sasdenastbiéifensnhtype Toe i snainipraieaasoloa alwaitedls operator
rolloyer entry or an unlimited rolloyer entry from g previous gaming . .
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system 108 from system .104. Step 202 inclydes allocating one or more
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entries. Tietauwicorfendf theugadring acii\ityeiscé terenicvanpat stefn 208 partial
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afinsioed edbrviin gractifot esspitefie dsnonibea singlesegimningaentry avntheteafrthe
ost:ra]r%[e %‘?m?’f‘grent type, an unlimited rollover entry for an indeterminate number of
subsequent gaming activities of the same or different type, or the maintenance of a
limited rollover entry or an unlimited rollover entry from a previous gaming activity.
The term is also intended to encompass the option of a refund, in whatever form,
whether or not that option is exercised at any particular point in time, or at all. In
some embodiments a player is able to exercise the option of a refund at substantially
any point in time. Further, the term “refund” is intended to encompass the concept of a
promised prize, whether as an alternative to, or in addition to, a refund based on the
value component of the entry itself. It is therefore possible that a refund in the context
of particular gaming activities may exceed the full value component of the
corresponding entry.

As noted, a “no-risk entry” is an entry that is allocated on the basis of a risk

profile for which 100% of the entry fee is refundable. A “no-risk recurring entry” is,



activities there are multiple winning entries. In overview, the gaming

operator has in place predefined criteria for determining, based on the
outcome of the gaming activity, which entries are "winning entries"

(entries in respect of which a win-event applies) and which entries are
"non-winning entries” (entries in respecs pf which a no-win event applies).

In one simple example, the gaming activity involves wagering on the
otgeneeaDicansortingieN et ahvie@m iwmhiasspsstlgianvAvand paasiBperiodic
Acgsume a given entry is placed on the hasis of a wager that Team A will

b
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andahmsafegettofganvedrbatereen two teams, Team A and Team B. Assume a
given entry is placed on the basis of a wager that Team A will be victorious. If the
outcome of the sporting event reveals that Team A was indeed victorious, that entry
would be identified as a winning entry. Otherwise, it would be identified as a non-
winning entry. It will be appreciated that identifying winning entries is a more detailed
procedure in, for example, complex lottery style games.

Step 205 includes distributing a prize pool of prizes to players to whom the
winning entries were allocated. That is, a prize pool is used to fund one or more
prizes, and these prizes are awarded to the winning players (or player, in the event that
there is only one prize, or in the event that one player wins all prizes). This is carried

out in accordance with a predefined prize distribution protocol. There is no

requirement that, at the completion of step 204, the relevant players have physically



lottery numbers is used by that entry in multiple draws. The party to whom
an entry is allocated is permitted to cancel the recurring nature of that
entry, and in doing so receive a refund of the associated entry fee. In this
manner, it is possible for system 104 to periodically obtain and surrender
entries via system 108 depending on.vazious considerations, including
cash flow and the like. It should be appreciated that the term "no-risk" is
neténeageddo me&férthats@hefeﬂﬂoabﬁﬂdmtelmp TEKindateeeuapli-afaking it
exam g!e although there is "no-risk" in a descriptive sense as apsplled oa
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It should be appreciated that the term “no-risk” is not intended to mean that
there is absolutely no risk whatsoever. For example, although there is “no-risk” in a
descriptive sense as applied to a gaming activity, some risk will always exist in an

absolute sense, for example subject to natural/economic disasters or the like.

Application of No-Risk Recurring Entries to Flexible Credit Embodiments

It will be appreciated that, in terms of flexible credit embodiments, consumers
take on the role of “players”. The term “player” describes a party who has a chance to
win a prize — i.e. a party to whom one or more entries are wholly or partially allocated.

As noted, in some embodiments system 108 allocates recurring entries on the
basis of a 100% refundable (i.e. no-risk) risk profile (i.e. entry fees are refundable
regardless of whether an entry is a winning entry). In some cases system 108 provides

for other risk profiles in addition. However, as will be appreciated from the discussion



the number of entries is decreased. The general approach of applying

no-risk recurring entries to flexible credit embodiments allows for

consumers to participate in gaming (at least in terms of having an

opportunity to win a prize) without risk, and simply for maintaining a level

of transactable flexible credit. Flexible € edit Methods FIG. 3 illustrates a
method 300 for managing flexible credit according to one embodiment. It
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of software instructions executing in.the context of a computer system.
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transactable flexible credit.

Flexible Credit Methods

FIG. 3 illustrates a method 300 for managing flexible credit according to one
embodiment. It will be appreciated that this method is in some cases performed by
way of software instructions executing in the context of a computer system.

Step 301 includes receiving, subject to a transaction between a consumer and a
supplier, data indicative of an account identifier and associated data indicative of a
flexible credit adjustment. The nature of data indicative of the account identifier varies
between embodiments, and the notion should be read broadly. In essence, all that is
required is some form data that allows the identification of a unique account in a
consumer account database. The data indicative of a flexible credit adjustment may

relate to an increase in credit or a decrease in credit.



contribution (for example in terms of the funding of entries or the funding

of a prize pool) and the allocation of entries to that player. That is, where

a first player makes a first level of contribution, and a second player

makes a second level of contribution that is greater than the first level of
contribution, the second player receives4a-greater allocation of entries

than the first player (and therefore has a greater relative probability of
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allocation of entries than the first player (and therefore has a greater relative
probability of wining a prize).

To facilitate convenient allocation/de-allocation (‘““de-allocation” should be
interpreted as the converse of “allocation”) of entries, some embodiments implement a
model whereby the service provider maintains a pool of entries for allocation/re-
allocation to consumers (‘“re-allocation” describes a process whereby an entry is
allocated for a second, third or n® time, by allocation, de-allocation, and then re-
allocation, and so on). For example, a number of no-risk recurring entries are
purchased from a gaming provider, and these entries are maintained in a pool for
allocation/re-allocation to consumers. This is contrasted with an approach whereby
entries are obtained from (or returned to) a gaming provider in response to each

flexible credit adjustment. Rather, the size of the pool is periodically adjusted over



such that the prize (or part thereof corresponding to the unallocated
portion of the entry) is distributed to one or more of the consumers,
optionally subject to a "second chance draw" or the like.. A significant
advantage of the pool model is the ability to apply retrospective
allocation/de-allocation of entries. This 8% particularly significant in the
context of stored value card arrangements where flexible credit is able to
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A significant advantage of the pool model is the ability to apply retrospective
allocation/de-allocation of entries. This is particularly significant in the context of
stored value card arrangements where flexible credit is able to be obtained and/or
consumed at terminals that are not in constant communication with a central account
database. In such cases, the value of flexible credit for a given consumer is maintained
locally on the stored value card itself (for example by way of smartcard technology).
However, there may be a time delay in adjustment data being propagated back to the
central account database (this will depend on the manner by which non-connected
terminals are managed in the particular circumstances). Retrospective allocation/de-
allocation is used to manage resulting complications. For example, where flexible
credit adjustment data is received subject to a delay, data indicative of the transaction

time for that adjustment is used to retrospectively allocate or de-allocate entries as of

that time.



information, transaction history information, and so on. In some

embodiments, rather than partially allocating entries, an alternate

approach is used whereby each obtained entry in a pool (such as a single
no-risk recurring entry or a single Bonus Bond) is notionally split into a

larger number of lesser value sub-entrgs-for allocation to consumers.

These sub-entries are provided respective unique entry identifiers by the
flexible preditis@rvigewravider ekeapiaryembasisoerisoltésnaieconsumer account
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transaction history is processed to determine the held value over time.
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consumer over time. It is then considered whether prizes were awarded
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in further embodiments. FIG. 4 provides a schematic overview of a further
flaksrB iR tTaRBOIdMBIEOTE 114811t or consumer flexible

credit syRjgehie ¥amAGteRS (fRlRamRIe paiRHIChASING HYSRIREY fi@Mlternate
an authorised distribution agency). A value in funds 402 corresponding to
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lesser value sub-entries for allocation to consumers. These sub-entries are provided
respective unique entry identifiers by the flexible credit service provider.

In other embodiments, alternate approaches are implemented for retrospective
allocation/de-allocation of entries is conducted on a retrospective basis. The
underlying rationale is to ensure that the consumers’ opportunity to win prizes based
on one or more entries extends only over the time during which funds are held on
behalf of that consumer result in a sufficient gaming allocation value to cover the cost
of entry fees in respect of those one or more entries. In some cases there is a lag
between flexible credit being used (and the value of held funds actually decreasing)
and an event being initiated such that the number of allocated entries is decreased.

This is particularly relevant in the case of some stored value card arrangements,

whereby credit may be used at disconnected terminals, and knowledge of this use is



funds transfer. Flexible credit is consumer by way of transactions with
suppliers 404. Each such transaction results in a value in funds 405 being
transferred from available funds 403 to a supplier 404. Again, this may
occur by way of electronic funds transfer. An entry administration system
406 coordinates the allocation of no-risR7recurring entries to consumers.
In overview, system 406 maintains the value of available funds 402 at a
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An entry administration system 406 coordinates the allocation of no-risk
recurring entries to consumers. In overview, system 406 maintains the value of
available funds 402 at a threshold level suitable for funding day-to-day realisations of
flexible credit. Where funds 402 causes available funds 403 to exceed this threshold
level, an amount is allocated to a gaming transfer amount 407. Likewise, where funds
404 reduce the value of available funds 403 to below the threshold level, system 406
reduces the value of the gaming transfer amount 407 to increase the value of available
funds 403. In this manner, amount 407 essentially provides a bridge between flexible
credit and gaming.
A portion 408 of amount 407 is used to fund entry fees, and is attributable to a

system gaming amount 409. A portion 410 of the gaming amount is attributable to an

investment amount 411, and a portion 412 is returned to the gaming amount. It will be



the present example, an administrator maintains a pool of entries for

allocation to consumers, these being obtained based on a fixed per-entry

entry fee. A predetermined proportion of the held value is determined to

define a gaming allocation amount, this proportion typically being in the

order of 40% to 90%, although in other3gmbodiments alternate

proportions are used (including, in some cases, 100% or close to 100%).
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alternate proportlons are used (including, in some cases, 100% or close to 100%). The
gaming allocation amount and the fixed per-entry entry fee determine the number of
entries allocated to a given consumer. More specifically, the consumer is effectively
allocated the number of no-risk recurring entries that could be purchased with an entry
fee having the same quantum as the gaming allocation amount (which may be a value
less than one, i.e. partial ownership in an entry).

Step 505 describes a second event whereby the consumer increases his/her
flexible credit (i.e. by purchasing additional flexible credit) or decreases his/her
flexible credit (i.e. by exchanging some or all of the flexible credit for goods/services).
Based on this second event, the held value either increases or decreases at step 507. It

will be appreciated that such a variation in the held value affects the gaming allocation

amount for the relevant consumer (noting that the gaming allocation amount is a



to fund one or more entries in a gaming activity, whereby the entries are
allocated on the basis of a no-risk profile. In this manner, the entry fees

are fully refundable. The term "reward program" describes an

arrangement whereby consumers accrue "reward points”, with are

redeemable against a benefit. These ngons should be construed in a

broad manner. Common examples include frequent flyer programs and
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In this example, e eAd BIRARM IS AINE AL IEAREL R Mereby consumers

transactions between
accrue “reward points”, with are redeemable against a benefit. These notions should

be construed in a broad manner. Common examples include frequent flyer programs
and other loyalty schemes. In overview, each consumer has a reward account,
identifiable on the basis of a unique account identifier. This account maintains a value
of reward points (which need not be greater than zero). A reward program
administrator is responsible for increasing the value of reward points in a given
consumer reward account in the case that the relevant consumer participates in
predefined activities. These activities might include:

o The purchase of goods and/or services by way of a particular payment mode. For
example, it is known to link a reward program to a credit card or the like, such
that a consumer accrues reward points for using a specific credit card.

° The purchase of goods and/or services from a participating supplier. In some

cases, a consumer presents a loyalty card or the like when completing a



consumers, such as consumer 601, and suppliers, such as supplier 602.
In the illustrated example, this is a retail-style transaction for goods and/or
services. However, in other instances there may be an alternate form of
interaction between the consumer and another second party. Data 603
indicative of a transaction between conggmer 601 and supplier 602 is
provided to a reward program administration system, 604. The nature of

data 6@ansvaties between@imtgstimeniapblrenricby aganaed igieprddedure for
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S o Aer (R ve,of entry fees and entry
Data 603 indicative of a transaction between consumer 601 and supplier 602 is
provided to a reward program administration system, 604. The nature of data 603
varies between embodiments. However, at a general level, it is indicative of the
consumer (for example by way of a consumer reward account identifier) and indicative
of one or more characteristics of the transaction (such as the total transaction value).
This data is processed at a rewards program server 605 to determine a quantum/value
of reward points that should be allocated to the consumer. These reward points are
allocated to the consumer in a consumer account database 606.
The terms “supplier” and “consumer” should be afforded broad interpretations.

A supplier is any party that provides goods and or services to another. Likewise, a

consumer is any party that receives goods and or services from another party.



purchase instructions. Data 607 is, in some cases, provided in respect of

each appropriate item of data 603. For example, each item of data 603 is

processed to determine an entry fee amount, and this entry fee amount is

applied as an entry fee in the context of system 608. In other cases data

607 is provided periodically. For example, system 604 maintains a pool of

entries for allocation to consumer accounts, and periodically increases

the sizeTHetha@ipeo! ;ﬁ@smreamﬁhﬁufﬁﬁ'@ntgméiﬁs 60e avaiaplefath a gaming
cation to consumer System 608 inclydes a gaming serv
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ﬂaagerrr]rllsl 2N Iedr?t%yafgér%lfjrll%ﬂgp and this entry fee amount is applied as an entry fee in
the context of system 608. In other cases data 607 is provided periodically. For
example, system 604 maintains a pool of entries for allocation to consumer accounts,
and periodically increases the size of that pool to ensure that sufficient entries are
available for allocation to consumers over time.

System 608 includes a gaming server 609, which is responsible for the
allocation of entries, identification of winning entries, and distribution of prizes. This
server operates in conjunction with a gaming database 610.

System 608 provides to system 607 data 612 indicative of entry outcome
information, refunds, and prizes. In the case that an entry allocated to a given
consumer is a winning entry, the resulting prize is marked for distribution to that

consumer. In some cases less than 100% of the prize is distributed to the consumer.



for the generation of supplementary income in the form of a net
investment return amount, as discussed in more detail elsewhere in the
present specification A portion 714 of the gaming amount is distributed as
prizes 715. Another portion 713 of the gaming amount relates to refunds,
and is attributable to reward program-iggome 707. Reward program
income 707 is used to fund benefits that are realised by the redemption of
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A portion 714 of the gaming amount is distributed as prizes 715. Another
portion 713 of the gaming amount relates to refunds, and is attributable to reward
program income 707.

Reward program income 707 is used to fund benefits that are realised by the
redemption of reward points. To this end, a portion 716 of reward program income
707 1s attributable to a redemption amount 717.

Taking a wider view of the above example, it will be recognised that the
administrator of a reward program essentially takes a small commission to cover the
costs of providing benefits to consumers. In many conventional situations, this small
commission is held by the administrator until such a time as a redemption is made, and

then applied towards funding the benefit. In the present embodiments, the commission

(or part thereof) is used to fund no-risk recurring entries in a gaming activity. This



Step 904 includes defining an entry fee amount for the transaction. In

some cases the entry fee amount is based on the defined reward

program credit. For example, in one embodiment it is determined that

each X number of reward points correspond to an entry fee amount of $Y.

In some cases, the entry fee amount is4zased on data indicative of the
transaction. For example, in one embodiment it is determined that each
Hrofitansastioneyaluatosre spQoih 0 @p&mini e ecampL ptet S ¥idipreiehaving
cases criteria such as reward program income and the like are used. Steg
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many entries are "un-allocated” from the consumer. In embodiments '
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correspond to an entry fee amount of $Y. In some cases, the entry fee amount is based
on data indicative of the transaction. For example, in one embodiment it is determined
that each $X of transaction value correspond to an entry fee amount of $Y. In further
cases criteria such as reward program income and the like are used.

Step 905 includes exchanging the entry fee amount for one or more no-risk
recurring entries. In some embodiments this includes providing the entry fee amount
to a gaming administrator to obtain such entries. In other embodiments this is an
internal procedure whereby a pool of pre-obtained unallocated entries is maintained for
the reward program, and step 906 effectively includes allocating to the relevant
consumer a value of these entries corresponding to the entry fee amount. It will be

appreciated that, by such an approach, the reward program holds a quantity of entries



program administrator maintains a pool of entries, the un-allocated entries

are returned to the pool. In other examples, the entries are redeemed for
refunds directly with an administrator of the gaming system. It will be
appreciated that the present reward program embodiments provide a

valuable application for risk free gaminggand correspondingly provide
significant advantages in comparison to known reward programs.
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It will be appreciated that the present reward program embodiments provide a
valuable application for risk free gaming, and correspondingly provide significant

advantages in comparison to known reward programs.

Conventional Banking Embodiments

As foreshadowed, in some embodiments a flexible credit arrangement is
implemented whereby a financial institution manages accounts on behalf of consumers
on a “cash at call” basis. On the basis of funds maintained in these accounts (for
example by way of some or all of the interest derived, or some or all of the capital), the
financial institution maintains entries in a risk free gaming activity (optionally being an
activity that provides subject matter being functionally similar to entries in a risk free

gaming activity, as discussed above). These entries are wholly or partially allocated



account holder. In some cases the account holder makes an electronic

funds transfer via an online banking facility or the like thereby to provide

data 1003. Data 1003 is provided to a financial institution system 1004, for
example by way of an EFTPOS system or other electronic funds transfer
arrangement. The nature of data 10034ries between embodiments.

However, at a general level, it is indicative of the account holder (for
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Data 1003 is provided to a financial institution system 1004, for example by
way of an EFTPOS system or other electronic funds transfer arrangement. The nature
of data 1003 varies between embodiments. However, at a general level, it is indicative
of the account holder (for example by way of an account identifier, or payment card
identifier for a payment card issued by the financial institution) and indicative of one
or more characteristics of the transaction (such as the total transaction value). This
data is processed at a banking server 1005 to determine a level (e.g. quantum/value) of
funds that should be allocated to the account holder, or de-allocated from the account

holder. This level of funds is allocated to, or de-allocated from, the account holder in a

account holder account database 1006.



server operates in conjunction with a gaming database 1010. System

1008 provides to system 1007 data 1012 indicative of entry outcome
information, refunds, and prizes. In the case that an entry allocated to a

given account holder is a winning entry, the resulting prize is marked for
distribution to that account holder. In sage cases less than 100% of the

prize is distributed to the account holder. It will be appreciated that the

above deseribed aslangement isswitablecprnpreriding @ gagaintactivifhistration

contunct' n with flexible credit in accordance with various methods
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the context of a residual transgction amount management system,.
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mg[lh'lo s are implemented Lo alloau a consumer to direct "Ioose[ﬁhan e

r&SUH ;
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opposeéddd recaiviotithe lebee changatabqiiysickniefal teitieondnosomere entry

such embodiments, the loose change of a given consumer.is

BB S8 It S ARy TG s B e B RALS R e account
dastileg activity, essentially providing the consumer with an opportunity to

win a prjze. In cases, the loose ¢ res rom a transaction for
G00s TSP AL TGRS T NG oy L g eny Fes and
unrelapedctogaimsng qremnerdtly ek ariplbarapbaaciatechthdtkaatures @rdtries). Data

f% gonalities described in.the context of residual transactien
@ S, 1N SOIME Cases aHfOVl e?i in rFSReCtt(h each appropriate item of data 1003. For
embodiments are equdlly applicable’to other Tlexibie credit "arrangements

iR aderchointaxiv Qlaeaerfbd dinpemicpsod i de 8 @cmeitino dif @nmafiegimgount, and

r siduatl tr?nsaction amouitts in which d?ta is received thiF data be'
. thus entr efeamount 1S %]i)g 1egfas an edltry ee.1n the conteXt of system . In other
indicative of an account'identifier and a’ residual transaction amount.

Subsedatenitf) the prethied pariodeslilye stapeabgpérysygt@ncdiigumagntains a pool
agcount databgss fo dent gt hokdSry ACCOHNG COESRINAING IO S s the size
account identifier, and crediting the i entimed consumer accou tlgy an

avhabamt pocluchrgpatrte dsttasplrtientoéine sesie uakitapisatiionl oadiont tormccount

the Qasis of predetermined credit allocation criteria. The method, at least
. holders ove

in some em 6%%?7’1ents, also includes receiving data indicative of the
outcome ytengdii8giachivity andaming sporseltd0thevdhitdomeredpiiesible for the

geﬁi‘&!:% oanCtoi}li%’trci]éJs?ﬁﬁigrgi@c%t%)r? %%I r\nv?nrn%(fg Oelrjl{}ges, and distribution of prizes. This
server operates in conjunction with a gaming database 1010.

System 1008 provides to system 1007 data 1012 indicative of entry outcome
information, refunds, and prizes. In the case that an entry allocated to a given account
holder is a winning entry, the resulting prize is marked for distribution to that account
holder. In some cases less than 100% of the prize is distributed to the account holder.

It will be appreciated that the above described arrangement is suitable for
providing a gaming activity in conjunction with flexible credit in accordance with

various methods described herein.

Residual Transaction Embodiments
As foreshadowed, another form of flexible credit includes residual transaction
amounts, in the context of a residual transaction amount management system.

Described herein are various systems and methods for managing residual transaction



database to identify one or more winning consumer accounts to which
prize amounts are to be distributed. In some embodiments, the method
includes querying the consumer account database to identify one or more
consumer accounts for which some or all of the respective credit is to be
exchanged for one or more entries in aqgfaming activity (or in some cases
one or more partial entries in a gaming activity), and subsequently
exabangintntbaheresibdarmatonad matensniitesieiqRrrial eapliesinlGto allow
11 illustrates a system_ for managing res'iﬁlual transaction amounts, in the
fBrirP B RCAdMitETFht %Oéﬁs?gﬂﬁ%eloffs e, Syatlniradggn towards an
calpliguiied decomanageppssduabtransantiohanvosachatenming fsal legal tender.
transactions betwee consurﬁgﬁ and ﬁ;{%:%"er , such as consumer 1]§)1 1
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begiplegnta sorasNRi@nl dsldpplievthtoeonstseinexgaangeadivity, essentially
“transaction settlement amount" for predefined .%oods. or -48- services. he 1
é’§8¥@3ﬂ;ﬁhﬁ1fs°“€r‘é%§58¥?£% %&@%ﬁﬁ?%&m CoPfEspontidieitifases. the loose
sgecifiedearnadiead pricaithe rikiewolgendsHorssriviseantdbieever, thie gaming
practice, the.consumer often provides to the supplier a "payment amount”
V\?ﬁf&ﬂt?élésre &tg?qsﬁléﬁ%ﬁg 'f?a#ggg%%eggfﬁ fent amount”, the difference
betweertthell'payipprianeduhit &ndilee dithfisacioalfaitlelsseribadnouthie’ context
de ininl%a i'cthan e amou t".dThe supaelier reiH1burs S er onsumer for ) dit
the *change KMBIRE" COMENTERAIN theSdp i biVide i EhaRge'e cred!
amauptitecash leomithedorertof coins, notes or a combination of both).
e P AN e N ae AL o Goneieered 0 RBSs M Bouns
componenfas Sither o Rind migh beZerd'in Ceftal cwcumstances(j -a
"ieswhiah ttatasactiariasdouhil, d&na beiathé@rdicaripenegnin Tdusootherdentifier and a

component, for the present rposes,.is referred to as a ''cash return )
RO e AT, B I el R R gervine o

reimbunsingdtesonbuhesefaothdciaifangecamonrt” dnchudesdiregiynding to the

providing;fo, the, consu Eredifing e {n A RSRRNIING. 19 IS, SN, mount
refGm Amoant assuming t I8t bE non-zero , and arranging for tn
"reshddiak trankastion pomoemtdfothe rsudagle dram oeivalf ahthaconsuheerbasis of

,(,a%ad”fe%‘@%#erﬁ"g%&l 'SR RENOLESIR): tg%lgﬂot%ea .E%%?‘?ndse&?lg'%Pnﬁédimems,
esidual fransaction amount” varies between embodiments, as further
enlsm iated dsetove] Yorgsdate inditetnentdtibasotiiecgenefal gamdeptagifaryitand, in

0,06, definad By thelagse liana, of 8 tanoacton.Ie o 19088, wccount
c]ha ge’ essen |aﬂy escripes an %mou%t 0] CUP?GTQC%%’] gom ana?or note
fdatapfoe to identify one or more winning consumer accounts to which prize amounts
are to be distributed. In some embodiments, the method includes querying the
consumer account database to identify one or more consumer accounts for which some
or all of the respective credit is to be exchanged for one or more entries in a gaming
activity (or in some cases one or more partial entries in a gaming activity), and
subsequently exchanging that credit for the one or more entries (or partial entries).

FIG. 11 illustrates a system for managing residual transaction amounts, in the
form of an administration system 1100. In overview, system 1100 is configured to
manage residual transaction amounts stemming from transactions between consumers
and suppliers, such as consumer 1101 and supplier 1102 illustrated in FIG. 11.

At a broad level, in a transaction between a consumer and a supplier, the

consumer exchanges a “transaction settlement amount” for predefined goods or



which the perceived inconvenience of physical carriage is perhaps greater

than the immediate perceived value. It is appreciated that these are

subjective considerations, with perceptions of inconvenience and value

varying from person to person. Ultimately, determining an appropriate

definition for the term "residual transactign amount" is a matter to be
determined during implementation. Some general guidelines are provided
belarmceAt Bdiondamental lenelsdheofolawing: apptieand sdreSldidAlo the specified
TRANSACTION AMOUNT < CHANGE AMOUNT In some cases the
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v%%urlg t_gge%l}ocated for management as "loose change" according to an
embodiment of the present invention. Although a useful feature of certain
embodiehisigh thhe pieiitye tdefedtion dfiErasedchforaosmsiomensamphysicalhetween
camyhittency coins. gt lowalug.quitancy notes. (specilipally bAeNig yencral
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which the perceived inconvenience of physical carriage is perhaps greater than the

immediate perceived value. It is appreciated that these are subjective considerations,
with perceptions of inconvenience and value varying from person to person.
Ultimately, determining an appropriate definition for the term “residual transaction
amount” is a matter to be determined during implementation. Some general guidelines
are provided below.

At a fundamental level, the following applies:

0 <RESIDUAL TRANSACTION AMOUNT < CHANGE AMOUNT

In some cases the “residual transaction amount” has a value equal to the

“change amount”, whereas in other embodiments it has a value of less than 100% of



available as change for a given transaction. That is, although various
embodiments are described herein by reference to the concept of "loose
change", it should be appreciated that this term describes a subset of

what is defined by the term "residual transaction amount”, and it follows
that the scope of the present disclosuretghould by no means be limited to
the concept of "loose change”. There are particular advantages in defining
thie:residbgd tianrsactiosravalnthy Tafesencerididemiaiyrenof iegrhtandisaction
in a partjcular jurisdiction. For example, in circumstances where legal
(P ke SBRTRGE S il o, LB e iieer e and
Australia, the residual transaction amount is able to be defined by the
portiofFgPthe’ FASTHUAMras At S afidUiRt that is ™y pIcail} BYEAREH L WYY
of currency -50- coins and/or low-value 2firrency notes. For instance, in
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changeThyibriee dendinc HoWe L thesemodipersioihardRiaslieanay be used.
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Conversely, in some cases, high-value currency coins (such as Australian
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significant value, such as Australia where $1 and $2 currency coins are
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loose change) varies between embodiments. For example, in one
SHABYERNEIR PHESHIBRSHE AUBE SHARS TGN FaBidtisFtrarfsiRtigie for the
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($1 and $2 coins are considered to be loose change), and in another

iRt Egsthipde o ime pts b shG ] thavsedidua) some cases the

tisaalionamQuRtisikleemsad tmhgdbe sRangeAmaunt 1ass thenaargghsaction
$5 integral multiple amount ($1 and $2 coins are not considered to be
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determination. In som%]ﬁzrlsdictions, the lowest denomination of physical

currency*HBSUER Asegietarirtnl fretdtinimbadimeBleitAhsipRjiétyiie trduce the
ChEEANGY- ddHSuleReS ¢ phsinationcanecahl¥nad 2 ARCHEALIPMRIKOURHIRY notes

is often applied to a change amount. For. example, in Australia, the lowest

deReHisak }Sllpy_,fiﬁﬁyg}geﬂ {;ﬁﬂﬁéﬁk)‘g@%tw gmpunt as a “loose change” component

of the change amount), it is envisaged that in various cases the residual transaction
amount might be either greater than or less than the next lowest currency note amount
available as change for a given transaction. That is, although various embodiments are
described herein by reference to the concept of “loose change”, it should be
appreciated that this term describes a subset of what is defined by the term “residual
transaction amount”, and it follows that the scope of the present disclosure should by
no means be limited to the concept of “loose change”.

There are particular advantages in defining the residual transaction amount by
reference to the nature of legal tender in a particular jurisdiction. For example, in
circumstances where legal tender takes both note and coin form, such as the United
States and Australia, the residual transaction amount is able to be defined by the

portion of the residual transaction amount that is typically provided by way of currency



consumer purchases an item for $0.98 by way of a $1 cash payment

amount, the change amount is, in theory, $0.02. However, because the

lowest denomination of physical currency is a five-cent coin, this change

amount is, in practice, rounded down to $0.00 (i.e. no change is

provided). Alternatively, it might be consiered that the price of that item

is rounded up to $1.00 (again resulting in no change). On the other hand,

yosame&ordedingits afrtbecprasent imaenisnnaclcasiduah ttansasiQnhe residual

amount of $0.02 is nevertheless deflne? As will be appreciated fro
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aanmmmt |$$:iroaamiec$2f0troe1xamtdedmytsm®mdf ednedteoﬂnmmedmltgansterd téna another
residual transacatﬁo unt % S tr 11a(%6 1|tﬂ ome ases untS %c]t% |§m0unt
dehine IBy a p?l%ralﬂ |sItr| tited accounts. Ité & con gure

proditenizistrubticths ttbmagewmgunhtelesarthﬁeneﬁrestefkﬁt Iﬁnmgrzalcmﬂtnp]kmﬁount ($1
S e S e o P e B oms for o

Account nominatéd B consu l.e.cre
trnstelre Culicacyysic the acnsbimer) bd\lbalhfk aosoantt oanirabédaoy value-based
s(tltggller 1%.02 (i.e. credit is indirectly transferred to the consumer via the
supp ien- I the case of the latter, in some circumstances credit is
providedintsctiine pujydlieions, the lowest denomination of physical currency has a value

greater than the minimum theoretical single unit of currency. This leads to a situation
whereby, at a practical level, rounding is often applied to a change amount. For
example, in Australia, the lowest denomination of physical currency is $0.05. If a
consumer purchases an item for $0.98 by way of a $1 cash payment amount, the
change amount is, in theory, $0.02. However, because the lowest denomination of
physical currency is a five-cent coin, this change amount is, in practice, rounded down
to $0.00 (i.e. no change is provided). Alternatively, it might be considered that the
price of that item is rounded up to $1.00 (again resulting in no change). On the other
hand, by some embodiments of the present invention, a residual transaction amount of
$0.02 is nevertheless defined. As will be appreciated from discussions below, the
consumer therefore does in fact receive $0.02 as change for the transaction (this is
credited to an electronic account), in spite of the fact that in absence of system 1100 no

physical change amount would have been received.



at a time following distribution of the credit to the consumer by the supplier

in cash form or as in-store credit (i.e. reimburse the supplier for monies

already distributed to the consumer). In some embodiments, the

intermediate account 1106 may be omitted, and the respective credits

may be transferred directly to individuakg¢eansumer accounts, for example

In the presently considered embodiments, server 1100 provides

ConsUuMEBY soiithe @b cppPeridnityitaPasticipaiepiv paares BreligngRmiEged, including

activities on the basis of their respective residual transaction amounts. In
RGN0 HITATRS Sl BARROTLTOH® S5 GEERED A AL PERIeS et Tevel

praedafirad defavlirsitusiion, witihl 09 @ tbeoegnbetimanisdedad $0.95), rounded up

partjcipation is subject to a positiye consumer selection. In some .
ARG S5t b s Ght AR R oy ot hgiog founded
a@3miw), astivighestiobeas satl ity skersisant e theu@yt$mos, of this$0.93 to $0.97
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among thoskusaasdneBI®. whodatwindiogi entiaheveredabibcaiedclion amount is

some cases there is inimum spend.level in a gaming activit r ) .
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C , a consumer js allocated.an entry only when the cumulative total of ..
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following a plurality of transactions). Jn.other embodiments, consumers . )
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ehify conespanding ta et reiative share in the cost. In such cases, in
the event-of a winning entry, the prize would be shared among the

associatedtentrais in thafsgumalrespaotide prapatiensfarabptianabyeamansfer of

some ofner Predelerminge hasis. i ssme embodiments. 1 JaMiAGyiments, the
activity I1s a traditional gaming dctivity by which the entry tees (i.e. the
paxtieiioididoddus mchuleulative residual transaction amounts

O e SR TR e
terms "suppliedi@ody'codsummestisieould be afforded broad interpretations
e A bank account nominated by supplier 1102 (i.e. credit is indirectly
transferred to the consumer via the supplier).

In the case of the latter, in some circumstances credit is provided to the supplier
at a time following distribution of the credit to the consumer by the supplier in cash
form or as in-store credit (i.e. reimburse the supplier for monies already distributed to
the consumer).

In some embodiments, the intermediate account 1106 may be omitted, and the
respective credits may be transferred directly to individual consumer accounts, for
example

In the presently considered embodiments, server 1100 provides consumers with

an opportunity to participate in one or more gaming activities on the basis of their

respective residual transaction amounts. In some embodiments such participation



in the context of the present invention. A supplier is any party that

provides goods and/or services to another party in exchange for a

transaction settlement amount (i.e. a supplier receives payment for goods
and/or services). Likewise, a consumer is any party that receives goods

and/or services from another party in egghange for a transaction

settlement amount (i.e. a ¢ consumer pays for goods and/or services).
Sudephicss die pradominatelyfiracdited hareindy, weigkencodeihembsamplas such
of retailers; however it should be a reciate(f that in all circumstances
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ment - System Overview Provided below is . .
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one embodiment. As jllustrated, the system 'ncluijes a central server f 1
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tarminaltih282rovest a CHMMbiRiadtionsmepwadk d204cinghecttastiatedome or all
exfatrﬂgle, r}ftv]\llcgrk 12(%.4 is roviged by an internet-based interfaclT 12t03. )
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used i'StHer emisotiments. 1N Some embodiments combinations are & ¢t

pidseningueah glamaliconubinaiionoioes)luladnetank se(fbodkaenple wheteners are
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stousichizesapprk Ciateditiiah sespectiv20irip ditistratethascatsingledisandieg to their

component for.the purposes of illustration oply, and. in other. embodimen .
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compdrventsarkil thmoilig stratasdoexaedpteirsetyver IiR0%ineltdpsca @rpecessoions, or

102 iLoﬁollI'floed to a memor Q&%Inee&%%szlsthat maintains software
instructions 1243 %or exéjcuglon on processor 1211. These software
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vaioysfunglionalites; disgusssd 0s s AR LW R RIRE R hubf FhiRaction
amounts exchanged for entries) are placed fully at risk. However, in other
embodiments, as described further below, entry fees are refundable.

The terms “supplier” and “consumer” should be afforded broad interpretations
in the context of the present invention. A supplier is any party that provides goods
and/or services to another party in exchange for a transaction settlement amount (i.e. a
supplier receives payment for goods and/or services). Likewise, a consumer is any
party that receives goods and/or services from another party in exchange for a
transaction settlement amount (i.e. a ¢ consumer pays for goods and/or services).
Suppliers are predominately described herein by reference to the example of retailers;
however it should be appreciated that in all circumstances where the term “retailer” is

used, the broader term “supplier” should be equally applicable unless the context

clearly dictates otherwise.



communications interface 1214 for allowing communication between
server 1201 and client terminals 1202. Server 1201 operates in
conjunction with an account holder database 1215, which might also
include distributed components. Database 1215 maintains data indicative
of consumer accounts. In overview, eaal3 consumer that makes use of
system 1200 has an account defined in database 1215. This account
maintaiReieEMBReR LoREEVNINgdhee-AECONNLB Bl asen level of credit in
the accqunt, user preferences associated with the account, and/or
et s
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module 1212 that maintains software instructions 1213 for execution on processor
1211. These software instructions allow server 1201 to perform various methods and
provide various functionalities discussed herein. Also coupled to processor 1211 is a
communications interface 1214 for allowing communication between server 1201 and
client terminals 1202. Server 1201 operates in conjunction with an account holder
database 1215, which might also include distributed components. Database 1215
maintains data indicative of consumer accounts. In overview, each consumer that
makes use of system 1200 has an account defined in database 1215. This account
maintains information concerning the account, such as a level of credit in the account,

user preferences associated with the account, and/or contact information for the

consumer.



to further processing). Residual Transaction Amounts - Retailer Terminal
Procedure FIG. 13A illustrates an exemplary method 1300 performable by
a retailer terminal 1206 (for example based on software instructions 1223
optionally in combination with software instructions 1213). Steps 1301
and 1302 respectively include receiving4nput data indicative of an
account identifier and a residual transaction amount. It will be appreciated

that thegasiepsunighbhe pasfdoned, ihany pédeats omsvbst@Rntialbctually maintain
simultagé?ou ly. -55- In the%{).ese embodiment, a consumer is
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communication between server 1201 and client terminals 1202.

Retailer terminals 1206 include any one or more of point of sale (POS)
terminals, discrete hardware devices coupled to POS terminals, or the combination of
such discrete hardware devices coupled with their respective POS terminals. The
underlying concept is that a retailer terminal 1206 is configured to receive data
indicative of a residual transaction amount (such as a residual transaction amount itself
or other data from which a residual transaction amount is able to be determined subject

to further processing).

Residual Transaction Amounts - Retailer Terminal Procedure

FIG. 13A illustrates an exemplary method 1300 performable by a retailer
terminal 1206 (for example based on software instructions 1223 optionally in
combination with software instructions 1213). Steps 1301 and 1302 respectively
include receiving input data indicative of an account identifier and a residual
transaction amount. It will be appreciated that these steps might be performed in any

order, or substantially simultaneously.



However, in other embodiments an account is inherently defined for a
consumer upon the reading of a token or acceptance of a passcode that
has previously not been presented in the context of system 1200. In
some embodiments, fingerprint scanners, iris or retina scanners, voice
analysis software or similar technologiessmay be used to generate or
verify account identifiers based on data indicative of unique physical

characteiiisties gt tbet Consuytigientta |&dﬁﬂhb&raﬁmlﬁl@iﬁiﬁdﬁl’¢abﬁthl@é basis of an

proaches are implemented in other empodiments. Although each
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area) or even Bea SN VR BleaiShrRs Ste B S o g agmpte, this
generally hingeokencomiyhernséal fpetassisting credit card, debit card, loyalty card,
picture ID, driver’s licence, passport, healthcare card (such as
“Medicare” in Australia), social security card or the like — substantially
any machine readable token capable of uniquely identifying a particular
consumer may be used. In some such embodiments, consumers
undergo a registration procedure for the creation of their accounts.
However, in other embodiments an account is inherently defined for a
consumer upon the reading of a token or acceptance of a passcode that
has previously not been presented in the context of system 1200.
¢ In some embodiments, fingerprint scanners, iris or retina scanners,
voice analysis software or similar technologies may be used to generate
or verify account identifiers based on data indicative of unique physical

characteristics of the consumer.



Step 1304 includes providing a signal indicative of the account identifier

and residual transaction amount to the central server. In response, at

least in some embodiments, the central server performs a step of

crediting the identified consumer account by an amount including at least

a portion of the residual transaction amgsint. In some embodiments this is

the whole residual transaction amount. In some embodiments this is

greater thawithebeesigpaldiassadiion aneuappioaciample Whpléngnted in other

consumer is allocated a supplementary contribution amount (resulting, for
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shgetblkinksged ayrob@4 dioverpesiod; cnoummndjt;dlments residual transaction is
limited to a predetermined group of venues (for example a single chain, a group of
subscribing participants, or venues in a common mall or geographical area) or even to
a single venue. It will be appreciated that such issues generally hinge on commercial
factors.

Step 1304 includes providing a signal indicative of the account identifier and
residual transaction amount to the central server. In response, at least in some
embodiments, the central server performs a step of crediting the identified consumer
account by an amount including at least a portion of the residual transaction amount.
In some embodiments this is the whole residual transaction amount. In some

embodiments this is greater than the residual transaction amount, for example where a

consumer is allocated a supplementary contribution amount (resulting, for example,



a longer or shorter period. A report is generated at the end of this period
at step 1306 to allow reconciliation of monies that have been retained by
a retailer as cash with credit that has been electronically transferred as
residual transaction amounts. At a practical level, at the end of a given
period, a retailer should have an amounit7in cash that exceeds the
collective value of transaction settlement amounts for that period by the
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ttﬁlscblemg/lnﬁﬂemmﬂd:mmdmtmhﬁ@amelmmﬂwaa&le end of a predefined period,
as method 1310 of FIG. 13B, and step 1305 includes transferring an amount in credit
equal to the sum of the residual transaction amounts for the period.

Both FIG. 13A and FIG. 13B deal with a situation where there is a predefined
period, which is often defined as a single business day or 24-hour period, or optionally
a longer or shorter period. A report is generated at the end of this period at step 1306
to allow reconciliation of monies that have been retained by a retailer as cash with
credit that has been electronically transferred as residual transaction amounts. At a
practical level, at the end of a given period, a retailer should have an amount in cash
that exceeds the collective value of transaction settlement amounts for that period by
the value of electronic credit transfers at step 1305 for that period (having accounted

for any cash withdrawals from electronic credit transfers, for example by EFTPOS). It



withdrawals, albeit with the direction of electronic credit transfers

reversed. In some embodiments, a supplementary deposit may be

applied at the time of a purchase transaction, to increase the amount

credited to the consumer over and above the residual transaction

amount. In some embodiments, a suppfdmentary deposit may be made
independently of any specific purchase transaction. In various
emhoBimgiprecideposis: canbeamagerahcrtdilelisawa aleeliniiel Kiasksshtforward
and banking terminals, or over the Internet. In one embodiment, a
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provider is then responsible for determining winners an
made by the central server to the relevant retailer either corresponding to each
withdrawal request or corresponding to each period such that the retailer is reimbursed
for withdrawal amounts paid to consumers.

In some embodiments, consumers are additionally permitted to make
supplementary deposits, this being implemented in much the same manner as
withdrawals, albeit with the direction of electronic credit transfers reversed. In some
embodiments, a supplementary deposit may be applied at the time of a purchase
transaction, to increase the amount credited to the consumer over and above the
residual transaction amount. In some embodiments, a supplementary deposit may be
made independently of any specific purchase transaction. In various embodiments,
deposits can be made at retailers, via electronic kiosks and banking terminals, or over

the Internet. In one embodiment, a consumer provides a collection of coins to an



distributing prizes. In this sense, system 1200 queries the consumer
account database to determine whether or not to exchange a portion of
credit in a given consumer account for gaming value and, in the case that
the portion of credit is to be exchanged for gaming value, provides a
corresponding instruction to the lottery service provider. For the purposes
of discussion below, there is a general focus on internalized gaming.
Rowevalc itisbou|dwig appreciadethat abitiemthalrediver eiboGHRBE's account
deal with externalized gaming. -60- In some embodiments these prizes
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“internalised gaming” in the sense that it is responsible for the distribution of prizes.

In one example of externalized gaming, system 1200 is responsible for
providing instructions to a gaming service provider (such as a lottery agency) to
allocate entries to certain consumers, and additionally responsible for providing entry
fees corresponding to these instructions (i.e. credit is exchanged for gaming value).
The lottery service provider is then responsible for determining winners and
distributing prizes. In this sense, system 1200 queries the consumer account database
to determine whether or not to exchange a portion of credit in a given consumer
account for gaming value and, in the case that the portion of credit is to be exchanged
for gaming value, provides a corresponding instruction to the lottery service provider.

For the purposes of discussion below, there is a general focus on internalized

gaming. However, it should be appreciated at all times that other embodiments deal

with externalized gaming.



to identify that account. In the event that such an account cannot be
identified, a new account is optionally defined at step 1403, which may
involve the acquisition of supplementary mandatory data. The identified
or newly defined account is credited by the credit amount at step 1404.
Step 1405 includes querying gaming sedtings for the credited account.
These gaming settings essentially determine whether and how entries are
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wherein, hav f(fg prO\(ﬁ E thelr account identifier and optionally addltlf;)[ﬁ .
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FIG. 14A illustrates a method 1400 performable at central server 1201 for
allowing the allocation of entries to consumers. In some embodiments this method or
a variation thereof is performed in whole or in part at the retailer terminal as an
alternative, for example where that terminal has no active connection to the central
server and operates in an offline mode.

Step 1401 includes receiving from a retailer terminal data indicative of an
account identifier and a credit amount. The received account identifier is validated at
step 1402 to determine whether it identifies a consumer account in database 1215, and
to identify that account. In the event that such an account cannot be identified, a new
account is optionally defined at step 1403, which may involve the acquisition of
supplementary mandatory data. The identified or newly defined account is credited by
the credit amount at step 1404.

Step 1405 includes querying gaming settings for the credited account. These
gaming settings essentially determine whether and how entries are to be allocated to a

particular consumer. Initially, default settings are implemented for each account,



basis of the credit amount and gaming settings. Subject to this decision,

entries are allocated at step 1407. Whilst the example of FIG. 14A deals

with a situation where entries are allocated at the time of crediting a

particular account, in other embodiments entries are allocated periodically
subject to a gaming period, as shown byyimethod 1420 of FIG. 14B. In this
method, a gaming entry allocation period starts at step 1421. In overview,
alieiol iesciarce paghicularpnstaira@oha gasoitigact iyrigefinednierembodiments a

example, hy a -62- single_prize determination event) gre allocated durin
RGeS RS e 0F AR EE QS0 WialSe prple by
detsrmine wiets eachhredatstatbenlevalible Greditay diat agadeinteiinal or account

amjng settings in place for that account. Step 1423 includes for each
i g haRE SP ot i AL Sadhe SFrenETA AR Eqangpers use
cseblitamuial g amyngsatingsablée @aning antesodeadiin pesadrendsiag provided
1424. The process of allocation generally includes allocating none or more .
A6 HERHBrs e bt HGh A SS9 i ceilRg MG af heation
CfistinaebAacaaynise abiaakldeasbgh eninidentifigsard sprivacasethtietecounts,
is alsqg .a sically manifested allocation whereby the consumer is .
U LRETR & TR o B S RHERIER 6 SRR SRS e considered
exgowplary method 1500 for awarding prizes. A prize determination
process commences at step 1501. Ste 15021includes receiving input
indicative of th %B%%@aggﬁ g‘g?n‘?ﬂbngﬁﬁ{ﬁtﬁ}?cﬁa@gample from a coupled
system or selaf paftwaraiopnhcationidhal respoNsteder Kentifyingivity, the
winning entries or _.outcomes. This allows a winning entry or winning

entries to be id&htified"at18Rp 180521 IRIHInAt98L udtemifiiigped for the

prize amount fafatha/eachwinbRIrNber S ArhaRRnickkidem dentiyiNg & some
consumer account assqciat?d with the/each winning enﬁ%/, for example

by querying dat&isadBis BT ERy S5 ARASSS AT AdIHG e RYBYopriate

prize amousats parthi palevaiiieansUmaIsoldlisalife M GARESSEIGIURRSht be that
crediting those consumers' accounts by the appropriate prize amounts.

However, in otf¥r @sBe 8RN HATEY HretpPERIEIBy Wik Fhedihavailahigdn each

by mailing chegpigsiatielceousharsxehdiscaremdingiGash amRueheles. Again,
(which might be redeemable for specified goods/services only) to the

consumer at aPatAIBhIRY IS FEU AT hat consumer's account

identifier issreggiNeshr it 3RAMMHCASORIPHERS AlRiIMENStY indatMgihilsdentially
in other cases they includefoods and/or services. FIG. 15B illustrates

another exempl&iY/ YigtRBt 4810 B lfsrftAg riecisd in more detail below.

e Partial participation in risk free gaming.
e Participation in partial-risk gaming. Partial-risk gaming is essentially a
hybrid of risk free and traditional gaming, and is also discussed in more

detail below.

Decision 1406 includes determining whether or not to allocate entries on the
basis of the credit amount and gaming settings. Subject to this decision, entries are
allocated at step 1407.

Whilst the example of FIG. 14A deals with a situation where entries are
allocated at the time of crediting a particular account, in other embodiments entries are
allocated periodically subject to a gaming period, as shown by method 1420 of FIG.
14B. In this method, a gaming entry allocation period starts at step 1421. In overview,

all entries for a particular instance of a gaming activity (defined, for example, by a



including additional steps 1511 and 1512 relating to syndicated entries.
Syndication is discussed in more detail below. The regularity of prize
determination varies between embodiments, with the possibility of daily,
weekly, monthly or other periodic draws. In some cases there are multiple
tiers of draw (such as major and minor)s@hich operate on respective
determination schedules. -63- In the context of the present disclosure,
tbﬁrgéSpaisem@mmﬁﬁlﬁye@mim@ 'iﬂlkﬂfﬁ@éﬂddlﬁﬁigieﬁiﬁqﬁﬁﬁﬂdo'ﬁhfﬁ i@tludes, at
players gzeln rovided" entries. The term aIIocated ?{‘%b rowded are
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tefmlst sﬂawdampanaatquurﬁmgeéttmgsarpiﬂy& aetuﬁumw@w@aﬂ;ep 1423 includes
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jurisdicti 01 in the case o the Unite and Australia
such that 1€eSAtrles “SAEAANSBRER prlr}e £‘]§(§a§)?) Terem’ g(gnfe%utA prize
rmbmnmnieatam pnc&éableofnﬁarwéeemﬁﬂqsslﬂ@an $&;O]lﬁ(]ﬂomﬂuée,s|resmeg input
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cmﬂnjedtsq:fammg applbmmﬂnemm oﬁ areg;xtmrbmjcfhraslaylsfemgl ¥00ndiig entries or

p‘iead system or

stem 1209 m|n|mum spend level being greater than. Hwe simg Ies%
his o S a winning en r r Wwinn ntries to d enti tle % S 8p 1503.
un| D currency or the releva jUI’I dction PsOmE embodifents wher

tiSeemilfi6duimc B pler dl dexreh iisigg eapeirztham diuet mmmmioﬁmgmmqy fStep 1505
aisglict dicadion E?Caecsc%d%t“e?egc%‘c e 6! e&?nﬁ?"'” ey, for
amounts O&eld giﬁ%n t%e minimum sp en eve can never? e‘fess co Y
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Tori 2 BAIY of GRNRHMETP AU SYUHIoRHREL Q9SS! (RRIOHER AL EMing those
consumers’ accounts by the appropriate prize amounts. However, in other cases the
prizes are provided by other means, such as by mailing cheques/other vouchers, or by
providing cash or a voucher (which might be redeemable for specified goods/services
only) to the consumer at a retail venue the next time that consumer’s account identifier
is received. In some cases prizes are monetary in nature, whilst in other cases they
include goods and/or services.

FIG. 15B illustrates another exemplary method 1510 for awarding prizes, this
including additional steps 1511 and 1512 relating to syndicated entries. Syndication is
discussed in more detail below.

The regularity of prize determination varies between embodiments, with the
possibility of daily, weekly, monthly or other periodic draws. In some cases there are

multiple tiers of draw (such as major and minor) which operate on respective

determination schedules.



least equal to the minimum spend level (or, in some cases, an integral
multiple of the minimum spend level), and one or more entries are
allocated on the basis of that entry fee. Conceptually, these entries are
partially owned by each of the plurality of syndicated consumers. In this
way, the loose change of a given conswgper is effectively applied to
partially fund one or more entries in a gaming activity. -64- In
implemeﬁut'tnl syn@icationhdt t&és&ﬂalmgamséatyeie feraiseyvdisatespliers being
ner by which syndicate formati inistered varjes between
oG RT3 RIS 8 Ao EB bW 5ot Gt g tems
reslmmaiddammaﬂmumr&feg@d&n&mumeﬁo@aﬁ ihdieagive offir€hermore,
con mer d amount ?ig ‘Féflj syndicate formation list. Onceﬁhe icall
tﬂ’é Gulitsh iﬁ?él tPEEN et%‘é“‘?ﬂ}ﬁ% { Shaly SEiSTuat e Rlysically
fe@aqaala@ytrmmmwhbﬁ@&,nddwe} arg theydilab)e onimiestohe entries are
entrlen@; fte ntry) is obtained in exchange for that entry fee.
e %ragw % Bfthat above, entry fees must be integral

muIt|pIeAmlﬁ(tthrpmywms@@bddﬁl\tﬁ%damdﬁhﬁnfdieai@pmumé agdedfizsthe will be
ndlcate Eatlon list er s the total t évan amoun%gﬁatert

BT RIS OF AN Spor b O ok e RISy fes on

aﬁmﬁibkeafd@hSMﬁmount corresponding to the total less the next lowest
integral multiple is "rolled-over" into a subsequent syndicate formation list

such th&ehéucddsumeriesponsible fdhthkciimahamount is added to two
syndlcail%s For exarrslplﬁ asgume Ehiat H}g rsnlgn LE pend I%vel IS %lﬂvgy For
and a total of%eo (éa(ﬁ% %een added 1o a syﬁdnc ormation isteA™
fertimepmbert of $0nlEnsuaddec jpof Juzamciel anothderatmms unsicd aesidioal which

transaction amount, That umer contributes -$0.10 to the.syndicate
Rt B R e A O R MBS B tever i

ed@mmmmhhbam ries GlFGLo14B ssyiltivated afeforeneyl ftrthgurisdiction (i.e.,
e OLIH Y ?ﬁ{%%né OF 8,931R% SURLAlIQFAY gﬁa‘f%”guch te"ﬁméﬂ?ri Al @ available

amounts in consumer accounts aré processed
a’@mor@ane@f/\ﬂm(ﬁ preefined albobithnw tenditeprine dhebimdnanembye of less than

%ﬂ])sng(g%@g‘r HlOlsl!)Q‘n% ;8[)%1(? gn SHmE ig%&s&lgi%é@&lu%%% Ig;(%mple, in one

embodiment a minimum spend level is set by a third party gaming operator that
conducts gaming independently of a system such as system 1100 or system 1200, that
minimum spend level being greater than the smallest unit of currency for the relevant
jurisdiction.

In some embodiments where the minimum spend level is greater than the
smallest unit of currency for a jurisdiction, a syndication process is used such that
consumers having amounts of less than the minimum spend level can nevertheless
compete in a gaming activity. In overview, credits available in consumer accounts for
a plurality of consumers are syndicated together to provide an entry fee of value at
least equal to the minimum spend level (or, in some cases, an integral multiple of the
minimum spend level), and one or more entries are allocated on the basis of that entry
fee. Conceptually, these entries are partially owned by each of the plurality of
syndicated consumers. In this way, the loose change of a given consumer is

effectively applied to partially fund one or more entries in a gaming activity.



generation of syndicate formation lists, as discussed above. In another
example, each consumer's credit is split into $0.01 portions, and these

portions syndicated randomly or otherwise across the whole pool of

consumers. -65- It will be appreciated that these examples are provided

for the sake of explanation only, and sheuld not be regarded as limiting in

any way. Those skilled in the art will recognise numerous equivalent and
alternativeiaipi¢orRekiag. Spediessiby spaakingally the-easeythatasyndioaiads. The
entry wins a prize, that. prize. is shared among those consumers that )
CORMSL24 PR PSRURHE SRy e the SRR ERe AT B g mbodiments.
asearcihpeenylls the eroswaetelselative contributions. For example,

assume that the minimum spend level is $1.00, and a sing%le entry is

allocated ift exXxCRAhGE RISl Gb B LESATHE ARG & Gy given consumer,

syndicated entgyCoassimes Af caatebniend0.ha, LansumenBdeanisiutsadicate
$0.75, and Consumer C contributes the remaig}iﬂg $0.15. The relative

contributions f6PTRELECHNSUMERS 4RS Pty TSy By Al d isggaches the
Should that engiynwviin@ Rpzed leeeprize daenase ¢ QMPRYHRESHNSUMaNSen level,

accordance with those percentages. In some cases syndication is _ . ) )
provided as arf'd t‘i%‘?\ ad’r?ﬁg?lﬁ%Pﬂgiﬁ‘pﬁ’g,%tQB%é%tg%%éma%ﬁPéFY) is obtained in
Syndication miglthbggefferenaasnry aliernative to value-level participation.

In the case of value-level participation, entries are obtained for a

consumer SpoMthANESASEHALPRIEJ RS rRL AP Preipe it it dicotntegral

credit (which nginipestie mintmbimspeqtiavelel FaiExampial eautimaded to
the account of a particular consumer reaches $X, that $X is exchanged

as an entry fedh YR lRiRAIGRMTh T A8t [atiP 40 ATRekDbfifder than an

affected gamingagtivithartipeyddicaiechigaiing alidtyevalyneieaéi@iple where
might be offered to provi%? consumers access to potentially more

lucrative gamif§HEtiitfed! fATH be B APIANALHTHRL ARG AR s the next

small amounts|@#esediftégae napplgs in arusedubveanngs whichssai@hit ngindicate
have otherwisg been possible. Gga/en the fPresent context. bei

bein i )
management SPEEIREN Shsdfta R REsSOR B METRORS l‘bg igiﬁafHVd amount s

advantageous g@dttio two syndicates. For example, assume that the minimum spend
level is $1.00, and a total of $0.90 has been added to a syndicate
formation list. A further amount of $0.15 is added pursuant to another
consumer’s residual transaction amount. That consumer contributes
$0.10 to the syndicate under formation, and $0.05 to the next syndicate
that is formed.
¢ In an example along the lines of FIG. 14B, syndicates are formed at the
commencement of a gaming entry allocation period. For example, all
of the available amounts in consumer accounts are processed in
accordance with a predefined algorithm to determine the manner by
which syndicates should be formed. In some cases this includes the
generation of syndicate formation lists, as discussed above. In another
example, each consumer’s credit is split into $0.01 portions, and these
portions syndicated randomly or otherwise across the whole pool of

consumers.



Risk free Gaming in Residual Transaction Management It will be

appreciated from the foregoing description that the term "risk free

gaming" essentially describes a form of gaming whereby entry fees are

placed subject to a "no-risk” risk profile - that is, 100% of the entry fee is
refundable. In some -66- embodimentsgg§onsumer accounts are

implemented on the basis of a default position of full participation in risk

free gamingilin B@@@pﬁ@&b}t@mmim& éhengpire e Ofhevideations (he. sake of

nsumers have tion in risk free gaming). It is preseptl
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ave te Indteed the net result is essentially a system for managing
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Funding of Prifes fiD:l’aﬁh[S]e fr@xetemmnglé\aﬁmm oha patiodnbymikicher reaches
prizes are fun%gi f%r risk free ﬁ[ln #(?%tévgles n\{glrl%s between 0 dentified eamin
embodiments. 1A the case o% Ao al gaming a@flvﬁhes f%r%lng ¥ S &
activity, such as a risk-profile affected gaming activity or a syndicated
gaming activity.
¢ Syndication might be offered to provide consumers access to potentially
more lucrative gaming activities.
It will be appreciated that syndication allows small amounts of credit to be
applied in a useful manner, which might not have otherwise been possible. Given the
present context, being management of typically small amounts of credit, this is a

particularly advantageous result.

Risk free Gaming in Residual Transaction Management
It will be appreciated from the foregoing description that the term “risk free
gaming” essentially describes a form of gaming whereby entry fees are placed subject

to a “no-risk” risk profile - that is, 100% of the entry fee is refundable. In some



relatively straightforward affair, with the prizes being predominately funded

by entry fees (i.e. residual transaction amounts). However, funding is less

straightforward in the cases of no risk and partial risk gaming. In some

such cases, prizes are funded in whole or in part by "supplementary

contributions”. The supplementary contgution -67- amount provided by or

on behalf of a given player in some embodiments includes components
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ptﬁ?ewcdalg]g SPMK RRLE %g?rln(ﬁ%,r]t[%?st ICnJ%rp 1%5'8& is averted. Indeed, the net result is

essentially a system for managing residual transaction amounts for the primary
purpose of accumulation without the hitherto attendant inconveniences, while
providing, as a further benefit, a chance to win prizes. Given that a residual
transaction management system is, at a practical level, typically implemented by a
supplier for the purpose of consumer enticement and to provide a competitive
advantage over other suppliers who do not implement such a system, the application of

risk free gaming is particularity advantageous.

Funding of Prizes for Risk free Gaming Activities

The manner by which prizes are funded for risk free gaming activities varies
between embodiments. In the case of traditional gaming activities, funding is a
relatively straightforward affair, with the prizes being predominately funded by entry
fees (i.e. residual transaction amounts). However, funding is less straightforward in
the cases of no risk and partial risk gaming. In some such cases, prizes are funded in

whole or in part by “supplementary contributions”. The supplementary contribution



Other net operator or third party contribution amounts. This is by no

means an exclusive list, and alternative embodiments make use of a

wider range of possible methodologies and amounts. In overview,
supplementary contribution amounts are combined into a prize pool for

funding prizes in relation to -68- the gaiing activity. The relative

magnitudes of these amounts as between players preferably affect some
chateiepssia idths ganoindaetivity, thgiesirigsfor thegamingbadiivéiyts includes
submitted on behalf of respective pJayers, or the manner in which the
SR S O SO0 P BB R Hetonty. There i
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The terms "gross” and "net" are used in a general descriptive sense only.
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increase their sespactisadikaleadsnmdiewiling A Hy ey sakingastive
steps to increase their respective supplementary contributions. In some

cases this Suppléife ARG U pRMAts iROLIRBRY eferiicd party

being allocateghgveddita ESHIO GRISN R RCEQUEE), NOWBYEHHINRiARing amount
embodiments consumers receive a direct financial reward for makin
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supplementar{®nfiotHERTe. & G RFhic Ty ﬁfg}sﬁiféﬁtﬁ?ﬂ).fg{)ﬁmrketmg
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conjunction witHHHE Fissi AP LN 2a Q5O N HTUIO Bh B ALKl ifg n AT it Preferably
amount beingpgonkiderad domifuhadiocatiaRcofRINEES angpasaEming itolsribution
not placed at risk subject to entry settings, can he redeemed vi

via a .
withdrawal refl88E N S ST S SfrRERTE, rﬁﬁ?liﬁ?léﬁif]é‘?hgﬁﬁ’iﬂfé‘ﬁ&r electronic)
involving risk free gaseipg foprinesiaseafundechdutok anisivastiownt ratltRis ticket

derived from tem ora{ilygolding thg collecg{jve Iotose clhaqge ?é(ii Pluralitf\]gl e b
of consumers “YhT 51 the FUEUHERYREIMREBA Lindilifid 1 < for exarhple, be
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invested) to generate anlinvestmen return, and a p?rtion. of lghis returnis .
distributed as Promotional purposes. In some cases a player is a le to increase his/her
net distribution marketing amount by receiving further marketing
material — for example by viewing electronic advertisements.
¢ A net collection marketing amount. This is similar to the example
considered above, however in this case is derived by collecting
information from players, such as personal information or opinion
information. For example, in some cases a player is able to increase
his/her net collection marketing amount by participating in a market
research survey, or providing some personal contact information.
e Other net operator or third party contribution amounts.
This is by no means an exclusive list, and alternative embodiments make use of

a wider range of possible methodologies and amounts. In overview, supplementary

contribution amounts are combined into a prize pool for funding prizes in relation to



one or more prizes. Relationship Between Contribution and
Allocation/Purchase of Entries In some of embodiments, the number of
entries allocated to a given consumer takes into account the contribution
made by that consumer either towards a prize pool -69- or towards the
funding of entry purchases. For examplgg in some embodiments a
consumer who makes a greater contribution to a prize pool is allocated a
cow esprindingtivgreatehshargiie Qﬁh@ﬁ&uﬂk§@m ehesvhesingntssabetween players
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%nSIdel’edﬂ pre%ferablx related to the supplementary contribution amount
foretlga?séoansu?nernpnze Pool Generation by Investment of Entry Fees As
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%%%tl creélPrgr%%ng enrlecszgrlltj%nrc]:tlon with the residual transaction amount, this
additional credit amount being considered for the allocation of entries and, assuming it
is not placed at risk subject to entry settings, can be redeemed via a withdrawal
request.

In some embodiments, particularly embodiments involving risk free gaming,
prizes are funded out of an investment return derived from temporarily holding the
collective loose change of a plurality of consumers. That is, the loose change of these
consumers is maintained in one or more interest bearing accounts (or otherwise

invested) to generate an investment return, and a portion of this return is distributed as

one or more prizes.

Relationship Between Contribution and Allocation/Purchase of Entries
In some of embodiments, the number of entries allocated to a given consumer

takes into account the contribution made by that consumer either towards a prize pool



the derivation of a gross investment return, and various deductions (such
as taxes, levies, duties, commissions, investment charges, broker fees,
operator charges, and so on) are taken from this gross investment return.
The term "net investment return” -70- defines a remainder of the gross
investment return, this net investment-regurn being added to the prize
pool as some or all of the supplementary income. The terms "taxes" and

"dutiesids e hiRngiofasiniandeghés. mm&anysdﬂewﬁoﬁﬁdamla
State and/or Iocal overnment taxes, duties or impost ell a levies
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sharfesbly Bﬂallﬂéﬁ)cthaﬂymﬂ)cmentary contribution amount for that consumer.

Prize Pool Generation by Investment of Entry Fees

As foreshadowed, in some embodiments the supplementary income is
practically or notionally funded by subjecting some or all of the entry fees collected
from consumers (or held directly or notionally on behalf of consumers in relation to
transactable flexible credit) to an investment procedure for a period of time, the
supplementary income including some or all of the investment return derived from that
investment procedure or an amount corresponding to the value of some or all of that
investment return.

Any references herein to “investment return” or “investment income” are to be
interpreted as references to “net investment return” and “net investment income”
unless specifically stated otherwise. In practice, the investment procedure results in
the derivation of a gross investment return, and various deductions (such as taxes,
levies, duties, commissions, investment charges, broker fees, operator charges, and so

on) are taken from this gross investment return. The term “net investment return”



Warrants, options, derivatives, deferred purchase contracts, instalment
receipts or the like over any index relating to any matter including but not
limited to -71- stocks, shares or equities of any sort or futures or any
financial instrument or financial asset. Currency or interest rate swap
agreements, forward interest rate agregments and the like. Real property
or property of any other kind including intellectual property. Any contract,

adetings mesth Ohdesbome Rk efsanysypr v héchr-eomie iseiheneiieaf rvalkiebing
reﬁfifon to an item or jtems of valt%f Futures contracts and the like in
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held with a financial institution or some other party.

o Mortgages, debt instruments or securities of any type.

o Any form of American Depository Receipts or similar instruments or asset

classes as may be available from time to time in any jurisdiction.

o Promissory notes, bills of exchange, convertible notes, loan notes or any other

form of debt or debt instrument.

o Convertible or other bonds.

° Preference shares, redeemable preference shares, stocks, equities or shares of

any class whether fully or partly paid up.

° Warrants, options, derivatives, deferred purchase contracts, instalment receipts
and the like.
e Options, warrants or similar instruments convertible into stocks, shares or

equities of any sort.
° Warrants, options, derivatives, deferred purchase contracts, instalment receipts

or the like over any index relating to any matter including but not limited to



of the gaming operator. Indeed, in many embodiments, this is the

preferred approach, so as to shield the consumers from the detail of
potentially complex investment and -72- risk management strategies,

which might otherwise detract from the experience and enjoyment of the
primary gaming activity itself. This is arn7important distinction with respect

to some forms of investment product, in which an understanding of
transpakesitk shehrd e yingtioyestmeRbmechanies ¢s piintanhamd@yiment or
associz;%ad a%;in activity is of secondary significance. FIG. 16A

schem E%ﬁ%) d8iFhtes an exemplary gaming administration system
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by investment income. A contributor 1601 provides funds to system 1600.
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discussed further above. The funds are combined into a funding pool
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who partici FE WEHEGBle credit arrangement. In the example of FIG.

16A, prizeslaia bundedRuhefithe funding pool as well as investment
income. However, in some circumstances, all of the funding pool is
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exemplary gaming administration system 1650 according to one

emboditABn PRI R BHDBOBIET Erlisiees 5y HbtHE i RoRsets.
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Additionally, the terms “invest”, “investing”, “investment” and the like, as used herein,
should be construed as including, but not limited to, the use of one or more money
management techniques to increase an available amount of funds and investing the
resultant increased available amount of funds. It should also be appreciated that the
“investment return” need not be cash-based or even financial in nature, provided
merely that it has some intrinsic, virtual, deemed or perceived value in the broad
context of the gaming activity.

Further, it should be appreciated that for the purposes of the present invention,
any investment procedure (or other methodology for generating supplementary
contributions for or on behalf of consumers) may be entirely invisible from the
consumers’ perspectives, being managed as a "back office" operation by or on behalf
of the gaming operator. Indeed, in many embodiments, this is the preferred approach,

so as to shield the consumers from the detail of potentially complex investment and



-73- A contributor 1601 provides funds to system 1650. For example,

these funds may be provided by consumers, or held on behalf of

consumers, in accordance with a flexible credit arrangement as

discussed further above. The funds are combined into a funding pool

1603. This funding pool includes non-ingestment capital 1604 and

investment capital 1605, although in some embodiments the former has a
ZR1R Malieclivastmastieapial LoDl pravited eanct fvestmestpetvste and
16Q6, option R%by way of electronjc.funds tr sfer In some
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nt%%("gg,%\ifri]et:g,n:ﬁﬁlee)s, investment costs, and so on), thereby to define a net investment
return 1609. Net investment return 1609 is added to prize pool 1607, that prize pool
being at an appropriate time distributed among players, including contributor 1601.
The contributor distributes prizes among consumers who participate in a flexible credit
arrangement.

In the example of FIG. 16A, prizes are funded out of the funding pool as well
as investment income. However, in some circumstances, all of the funding pool is
intended to be returned to the contributor in due course (as consumers’ flexible credit
is not placed at risk). FIG. 16B schematically illustrates an exemplary gaming

administration system 1650 according to one embodiment where the prize pool is

defined by investment income.



-74- modem, other interfaces configured to allow communication between
server 1701 and another processing platform, ports (such as serial or
parallel ports) for receiving data from or providing data to input/output
devices such as keyboards, scanners and printers. As illustrated, server
1701 is coupled to a consumer account/database 1710. Although, in the
context of the present illustrations, this database is shown as being a
Silngltle dis@%taibampgmnpmm&@mm &mlyﬁséim?eﬁ@jtmﬂ@tmﬁﬂ@yé&?e funds
uraljity of distributed components, optionally including memory mqdules .
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participate in a flexible credit arrangement.

Hardware/Software Implementation

It will be appreciated that various embodiments of the present invention are
technically implemented using various combinations of hardware and software. Some
of these are considered below.

FIG. 17A illustrates a system for managing flexible credit, in the form of
system 1700. System 1700 includes a flexible credit administration server 1701. This
gaming administration server includes a processor 1705 coupled to a memory module
1706 and a communications interface 1707.

Memory module 1706 is configured for maintaining software instructions 1708
which, when executed on processor 1705, allow server 1701 to perform various
methods, including but not limited to one or more of the methods described herein.

The term “communications interface” or “interface” should be read broadly to
include any component or group of components including one or more of a network

interface (such as an Ethernet interface, or other wired/wireless network interface),



-75- 1745). A card reader 1746 is also coupled to processor 1742. In
overview, to redeem flexible credit/prizes, a consumer presents an 1D
card. Terminal 1741 then performs a query process to determine whether
the ID card is indicative of a level of flexible credit. This, in some cases,
requires communications with server 17@1. Prizes and/or refunds are
provided to the consumer where appropriate. In some cases these are
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In some embodimerits a combination o??line PWO approa?%és IS used.
interface 1733 and memory module 1734 (which maintains software instructions
1735).

In overview, a consumer interacts with terminal 1732 to complete a transaction
having a flexible credit component. In some embodiments this is a direct interaction,
whereas in other embodiments it is an indirect interaction whereby a terminal operator
interacts with terminal 1732 on behalf of the consumer. The consumer provides
identifying information, which is in the present embodiment read into terminal 1732
from a ID card by way of a card reader (such as a magnetic strip arrangement). This
allows terminal 1732 to provide to server 1701 data indicative of a flexible credit
adjustment.

As illustrated, terminal 1741 includes a processor 1742, communications

interface 1743 and memory module 1744 (which maintains software instructions



-76- The approach of FIG. 18A is to provide a website 1801 on the
Internet for interfacing the client terminals with the administration server.
The approach of FIG. 18B is to provide a connection, such as a VPN
connection, over the Internet or another network (such as a LAN or WAN)
1850 for interfacing the client terminalsgith the administration server.
Unless specifically stated otherwise, it should be appreciated that
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processes electronic data, e.g., from registers and/or. memory to transform
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"computin géaitform" may includ o?e r more processors. The .

RESHEGH R HE RS PRS2 IR B S Ern s RS rait

by carienan maiehpheqassgrsithalt shovdpbe dielputedty eadeaiia (@igsicaliedress or

ngacpine-read le) code containing a set of instructipns tha \%vhe )
an Bgl:ecredlted
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instructions Pslequentla or otherww%%(mast Specify actions {0 glé)lfaaken
shwitel be civetededed intouanehexamplaisme liypicat prabesSingsi sierount to
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may be included for communica INg between the components.
prougssing [Hysiemn . foutihersmaly dieoa distipotee dapropessipgteystainlaritielephone,
ssors _coupled by a network. If the processing system requires a
g S T e S B S e
(b&@Bysorwebattroderdyctiber{@RT pulisiday gdddstsanatelatar eligrigse complete
MEdhia mtnhse?, RO ERampR %Sst&%%t?}lsortfﬁgn{%%ﬁ? ‘E‘rv‘i'e{‘g‘i&%et‘{é%%n?é{%‘cés rovided
one or more or an alphan eric Input unit sucn as a Keypoard, a pointing
by a web-page viewable through a web-browser application, and providing funds by
way of an online payment procedure. In other embodiments, consumers download
proprietary software as an alterative to a browser-based approach.

In some embodiments, transactions are completed via online approaches (for
example via a website accessible over the Internet) and in-store approaches (for
example at a retail location having a sales terminal and/or redemption terminal). In
some cases, different rules apply for transactions completed online as opposed to
transactions completed in-store.

FIG. 18A and FIG. 18B illustrate two approaches for interfacing gaming
administration server 1701 with a plurality of client terminals 1804 (optionally
including the likes of consumers’ personal terminals, and terminals provided at retail

venues). In some embodiments a combination of the two approaches is used.



-77- control device such as a mouse, and so forth. The term memory unit
as used herein, if clear from the context and unless explicitly stated
otherwise, also encompasses a storage system such as a disk drive unit.
The processing system in some configurations may include a sound
output device, and a network interface dgvice. The memory subsystem
thus includes a computer-readable carrier medium that carries
computqmeegﬁﬁmem@ﬂm(s 085 aftwaie)ideluaiossrRSE’@F Histhy qHasBdOfor
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tﬁ%ﬁyman 01p {ﬁeotr:onqre e n?s 8escr|bed above are included, but not
explicitiIshawthodottesesibeditbal deraintite, dioscoredindadireative@sfyentable by
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naedbicesdinat gridividuatiytorcjointyhaxeehte exseti@l byottipde sets) afthe
#)e%r(%%tslgrrés SO RELIRR BN SR R R OrR R ARG IR QIR S AUSTHIRESh on at
least one of the methods described herein. Any processor capable of executing a set of
instructions (sequential or otherwise) that specify actions to be taken should be
included. Thus, one example is a typical processing system that includes one or more
processors. Each processor may include one or more of a CPU, a graphics processing
unit, and a programmable DSP unit. The processing system further may include a
memory subsystem including main RAM and/or a static RAM, and/or ROM. A bus
subsystem may be included for communicating between the components. The
processing system further may be a distributed processing system with processors
coupled by a network. If the processing system requires a display, such a display may
be included, e.g., an liquid crystal display (LCD) or a cathode ray tube (CRT) display.

If manual data entry is required, the processing system also includes an input device

such as one or more of an alphanumeric input unit such as a keyboard, a pointing



-78- At least one embodiment of each of the methods described herein is

in the form of a computer-readable carrier medium carrying a set of

instructions (such as a computer program) that are for execution on one

or more processors, (such as one or more processors that are part of an

information system). Thus, as will be apgreciated by those skilled in the

art, embodiments of the present invention may be embodied as a
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theanpuwer propeapigeedsots to perform any one or more of the
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any machine capable of executing a set of instructions (sequential or otherwise) that
specify actions to be taken by that machine.

Note that while some diagrams only show a single processor and a single
memory that carries the computer-readable code, those in the art will understand that
many of the components described above are included, but not explicitly shown or
described in order not to obscure the inventive aspect. For example, while only a
single machine is illustrated, the term “machine” or “device” shall also be taken to
include any collection of machines that individually or jointly execute a set (or
multiple sets) of instructions to perform any one or more of the methodologies

discussed herein.



-79- be limited to, solid-state memories, a computer product embodied in

optical and magnetic media, a medium bearing a propagated signal

detectable by at least one processor of one or more processors and

representing a set of instructions that when executed implement a

method, a carrier wave bearing a propaggated signal detectable by at least

one processor of the one or more processors and representing the set of

instructianeaspppagaiod signad fandH epiasentihgdhacsetipé dslreidtions the form

2&? a transmissign medium in a network pearing a_propagated signal
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centralized or distributed database, and/or associated caches and servers) that store the

one or more sets of instructions. The term "carrier medium" shall also be taken to
include any medium that is capable of storing, encoding or carrying a set of
instructions for execution by one or more of the processors and that cause the one or
more processors to perform any one or more of the methodologies of the present
invention. A carrier medium may take many forms, including but not limited to, non-
volatile media, volatile media, and transmission media. Non-volatile media includes,
for example, optical, magnetic disks, and magneto-optical disks. Volatile media
includes dynamic memory, such as main memory. Transmission media includes
coaxial cables, copper wire and fiber optics, including the wires that comprise a bus
subsystem. Transmission media also may also take the form of acoustic or light
waves, such as those generated during radio wave and infrared data communications.

For example, the term "carrier medium" shall accordingly be taken to included, but not



-80- for the application of gaming across a wider audience, and allows
service providers to obtain significant competitive advantages. Although
the invention has been described with reference to specific examples, it
will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the invention may be
embodied in many other forms. While tiere has been described what are
believed to be the preferred embodiments of the invention, those skilled in
tihe Rrbivédl 1€cRUdIZEthale pihieEsand duiphesr medifiaatinbsdieayrbepmadand

thereto without departing from. the spirit of the invention, and jt is intended
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to claim 1 wherein a predetermined increase in the level of flexible credit

System. . . . ]
cguses an increase in the allocation of entries.

Comments on Local Laws

It is appreciated that various embodiments described herein include or refer to
practices or subject matter that may be considered as being contrary to local laws in
various jurisdictions. To the extent that the claims below cover subject matter that is
contrary to the local laws of a particular jurisdiction, the claims should be interpreted
in that jurisdiction in a manner so as to exclude any practices or subject matter that is
indeed contrary to those local laws. A particular example presently considered is
Sharia law, which may adopt a contrary stance to various aspects of gaming and
investment as described herein. However, those skilled in the art will recognize how
certain embodiments of the invention may nevertheless be implemented in accordance

with Sharia law.

Conclusions

It will be appreciated that the above disclosure provides for various novel and
inventive systems and methods for providing gaming activities, managing flexible
credit, and the like. Generally speaking, an appreciation that gaming activities may be

funded without necessarily requiring consumers forfeit (or place at risk) funds allows



3. A method according to claim 1 wherein the transactable flexible credit
includes one or more reward points in the context of a reward program. 4.
A method according to claim 1 wherein the data indicative of a flexible
credit adjustment includes data indicative of a residual transaction
amount. 5. A method according to claing@-wherein the data indicative of a
flexible credit adjustment includes data indicative of an increase or
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adjustment includes timing information for the interaction between the

consumer and the supplier. 13. A method according to claim 1 wherein

the step of updating the data indicative of the allocated none or more

entries is performed retrospectively. 14. A method according to claim 1

wherein the step of updating the data indicative of the allocated none or

more entries includes: (i) determining whether the flexible credit

adjustment is positive or negative;



(i) in the case that the flexible credit adjustment is positive, increasing the
allocation of entries; and -83- (iii) in the case that the flexible credit

adjustment is negative, decreasing the allocation of entries. 15. A method
according to claim 14 wherein increasing the allocation of entries includes
wholly or partially allocating one or morgjentries to the consumer account.

16. A method according to claim 14 wherein decreasing the allocation of
eptrgBvimicludes wholly or partially de-allocating one or more entries from

the consumer account. 17. A method according to claim 1 including the

steps ofA idemiiyifg pmiam@@rgamﬁm@iagienm ebe idemiyngladinizene steps of:
amount associated with egch winnin ent ,id ntl?,/ one or more

consumer accotirts fo¢ v%}%)éﬁc tre &% 'i‘?F& rPeCSPFHBf}%r anttigupplier,
is indicatine oidiogtioe rnopranohdbeunwinidingifiatrias] disbiniagdatizeésdicative of a
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accoun %ddug 8?81ng to claim 15 wherein the data indicative
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for at least one wjnnin ntr and. |n a ortion o r|ze amo unt
assoc.afé’&r%&i%ﬂ%t ‘? ‘E‘ REFERIR) | é\éﬂ F’EJY 8r?6“tﬁ%ﬁ Od‘ﬂ?nt IP%&IgSﬁnt
based on the non- Zl&f@laﬂm%mf)ﬁdﬁoﬂlOfltriﬂsaétmmﬂeliﬁiilﬁmgdﬂl‘THnd
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based on the flexible credit adjustment or the updated level of flexible
credit in the identified consumer account updating the data indicative of the
allocated none or more entries such that the allocation of entries corresponds to

the updated level of flexible credit.

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein a predetermined increase in the level of

flexible credit causes an increase in the allocation of entries.

3. A method according to claim 1 wherein the transactable flexible credit includes

one or more reward points in the context of a reward program.

4. A method according to claim 1 wherein the data indicative of a flexible credit

adjustment includes data indicative of a residual transaction amount.

5. A method according to claim 1 wherein the data indicative of a flexible credit
adjustment includes data indicative of an increase or decrease in value on a stored

value card.

6. A method according to claim 1 wherein the transactable flexible credit includes

gaming value in the context of a gaming value account.
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7. A method according to claim 1 wherein the transactable flexible credit includes

prepaid credit in the context of a prepaid credit arrangement.

8. A method according to claim 1 wherein the transactable flexible credit includes

credit in an account with a financial institution.

9. A method according to claim 1 wherein the data indicative of a flexible credit
adjustment includes data indicative of one or more characteristics of the interaction

between the consumer and the supplier.

10. A method according to claim 9 wherein the interaction includes a transaction
between the consumer and the supplier, and wherein the data indicative of a flexible
credit adjustment includes data indicative of a purchase amount for the transaction

between the consumer and the supplier.

11. A method according to claim 10 wherein the interaction includes a transaction
between the consumer and the supplier, and wherein the data indicative of a flexible
credit adjustment includes data indicative of goods and/or services related to the

transaction between the consumer and the supplier.

12. A method according to claim 9 wherein the data indicative of a flexible credit
adjustment includes timing information for the interaction between the consumer and

the supplier.

13. A method according to claim 1 wherein the step of updating the data indicative

of the allocated none or more entries is performed retrospectively.

14. A method according to claim 1 wherein the step of updating the data indicative
of the allocated none or more entries includes:
(i) determining whether the flexible credit adjustment is positive or negative;
(i1) in the case that the flexible credit adjustment is positive, increasing the

allocation of entries; and
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(ii1) in the case that the flexible credit adjustment is negative, decreasing the

allocation of entries.

15. A method according to claim 14 wherein increasing the allocation of entries

includes wholly or partially allocating one or more entries to the consumer account.

16. A method according to claim 14 wherein decreasing the allocation of entries
includes wholly or partially de-allocating one or more entries from the consumer

account.

17. A method according to claim 1 including the steps of:

identifying one or more winning entries;

identifying a prize amount associated with each winning entry;

identifying one or more consumer accounts for which the data indicative of
none or more entries is indicative of one or more of the winning entries;
distributing prizes associated with the winning entries between the identified consumer

accounts.

18. A method according to claim 15 wherein the data indicative of none or more
entries is indicative of a non-zero allocation proportion for at least one winning entry,
and wherein a portion of a prize amount associated with that winning entry is

distributed to that consumer account based on the non-zero allocation proportion.

19. A computer program product configured to perform a method according to any

one of claims 1-18.

20. A system including a processor configured to perform a method according to

any one of claims 1-18.

21. A computer-readable carrier medium carrying a set of instructions that when
executed by one or more processors cause the one or more processors to carry out a

method according to any one of claims 1-18.



