A character input nethod and a character input apparatus can display a
strifig of candi date characters capabl e of conbining with a first character
after the first character has been input, and select a second character to

follow the first ciGhaagter Ihparivietnod ahdCleractep Inpiit Appdratase characters.
At this time, a specific condition is specified by operations of an

operation neans so as to reduce the string of candi date characters to
characters satisfying the condition, and the second character can be
selected froma string of a few candiAbstmactharacters. Therefore, for input
operations of the second or follow ng character when characters are input,
sel ection can be nmade fromanong a string of a few candi date characters,
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a string of candidate characters capable of combining with a first
character after the first character has been input, and select a second
character to follow the first character from among the string: of candidate
characters. At this time, a specific condition is specified by operations of
an operation means so as to reduce the string of candidate characters to
characters satisfying the condition, and the second character can be
selected from a string of a few candidate characters. Therefore, for input
operations of the second or following character when characters are input,
selection can be made from among a string of a few candidate characters,
and the desired character to be input can be easily found and selected.
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