
A method to purify N,N-dimethylacetamide (DMAc) from an aqueous solution
containing acetic acid as a contaminant. Two fractional distillation
columns (10, 20) are arranged in series. The first column (10) has a
condenser (11) overhead and a reboiler (13) at the bottom. The second
column (20) also has a condenser (21) overhead and a reboiler (23) at the
bottom. The solution containing the contaminant is provided 



to the first column (10) with a temperature profile to result in acetic
acid partitioning into the overhead water. The material remaining in the
bottom portion of the first column is recycled to the first column and also
provided in a second column (20), whereby DMAc free of acetic acid
contamination is recovered, and remaining DMAc and acetic acid are returned
to the first column for further separation. 


