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on the key ring. The decorative element may include a plate made

of a éynthetic resin material, a doll, or the like. A key holder
of another type which is conventionally known in the art- is
formed into a shape like a change purse and is provided with a
key holding fitting adapted to hold a plurality of keys thereon.
Unfortunately, the conventional personal belongings
including such a key xring as described above are not
constructed so as to exhibit play characteristics, to thereby

fail to give a user or viewer pleasure.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

i’ The present 1nvention has been made in view of the '

foregoing disadvantage of the prior art.

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a small decoration which is capable of exhibiting
unexpectedhess sufficient to give a user visual pleasure.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a small decoration which is capable of being attached to personal
belongings, to thereby pfovide the personal belongings with
decorative characteristics.

In accordance with the present invention, a small
decoration equipped with a spring—-operated movable decorative
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partition members are eliminated for the sake of brevity:

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the small decoration
shown in Fig. 1, in which a 1lid member is kept open: and
Fig. 4 is a side elevation view of the small decoration

shown in Fig. %}, in which a 1lid member is closed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
Now, a small decoration according to the present

~invention will be described with reference to the accompanying
W, drawinés.' ' .

Figs. 1 to 4 illustrate an embodiment of a small
decoration equipped with a spring-operated movable decorative
element according to the present invention, wherein reference
numeral 10 generally designates a small decoration of the
illustrated embodiment, which is applied to a key ring The
small decoration generally includes a container 12, a spring
drive unit 14 arranged in the container 12 and including a spiral
spring acting as a drive source and a drive mechanism comprising
a plurality of gears, and a 1id member 16 pivotally mounted on an

upper portion of the container 12 for selectively covering the



- 5- hal ves along a longitudinal axis thereof, so that the lid nenber 16 is
open at a bottomthereof. The |id nenber 16 thus forned is provided at a

| ower portion of a rear end thereof in a longitudinal direction thereof
with a pair of arns.38 in a manner to-searwardly outwardly extend
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t her el 52 $8 c"f‘ri)‘i’ﬁ%lt%%n't:%rbﬁfeP&?&PiioWlen the deskingamawp 34 A so,

the dridfvenechedksny i nehbeles3z peeoidedecat thaf Eroatanoitdld $F ahd O
O\I\ll’l\l\lal‘d|e/af%i‘0é ]g# froma | ower surface of the drive nmechanism 14. The
b

cont aitt vided therein with a pair of second
The container 12 is provided therein with a pair of

first walls 46 parallel to each other in a manner to upwardly
project from a bottom surface of the container and extend from
the front portion of the container 12 to an intermediate portion
thereof in the longitudinal direction of the container 12. The
above~described spring-drive unit 14 is arranged in the container
12 so as to be positioned between the parallel walls 46 and
_ includes a drive mechanism'conveﬁtionally known in the art which
e acts to transmit elastic force of 5 spiral spring to a plurality
of gears. More particularly, the drive mechanism includes a
first gear shaft 52 which is arranged so as to upwardly project
from an upper surface of the spring drive unit 14 and bent into
an L-shape so that an upper end portion thereof is eccentric from
a center of rotation of the gear shaft 52. Also, the drive
mechanism includes a second gear shaft 54 arranged so as to
downwardly project from a lower surface of the drive mechanism
l4. The container 12 is provided therein with a pair of second
walls 48, which are arranged so as to be parallel to each other

and extend from the intermediate portion of the container 12 to



wal I's 48, which are arranged so as_to be parallel to each other and extend
fromthe internediate portion of the container 12 to -7- nmenber 16 is
engaged with the | ocking pawl 34 of the | ocking menber 32 provided at the
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t'o’ recei ve t he novable erein. e front portion ofsthe
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section 22, to thereby cause the movable member 64 to be fully
received in the container 12 and the string 62 wound on the
string wheel 60 to be drawn out therefrom. This causes the
string wheel 60 to be rotated to wind up toe spiral spring of the
spring drive unit 14 through the gear shaft 54.

The container 12 is provided on the open top portion
thereof with a partition member 74, which includes a horizontally
extending flat front portion and a rear portion upwardly
extendlng from a rear end of the front portion, resulting in

g cooperatlng with the contalner 12 to define a space sufficient to
receive the movable member 64 therein. The front portion of the
partition member 74 is covered with a tramnsparent dome-like

member 76 formed into an outer configuration corresponding to tho_
inner surfaoe of the 1id member 16, so that the partition member
74 and dome-like member 76 cooperate with each other to define
therebetween a space sufficient to receive the decorative element
56 therein. The gear shaft 52 is arranged so as to upwardly
extend via a hole formed through the front portion of the
partition member 74, so that the decorative element 56 movably

located in the space between the partition member 74 and the



t her ebet ween a space sufficient to receive the decorative el ement 56
-therein. The gear shaft 52 is arranged so as to upwardly extend via a hol e
farmed through the front portion of the partition nenber 74, so that the
decorative el ement 56 novably | ocated |n t he space between the partition
menber 74 and the .--9- Concurrently? 9The novabl e nenber 64 pulls the
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resulting in exijuf lﬂge péxi’é/lllh@é%i@{:iishl To swf thei G.IltLut'sQrglt\éG a viewer or
user visual pl easur e. us, it wll g g E‘P é snal_l decornatlon of
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drive mechanism to exhibit motion by openlng the 1lid member 16

after fitting the key to a lock of a vehicle to unwind the spiral

spring of the spiral drive unit 14, resulting in exhibiting play

characteristics suffidient to give a viewer or user visual

pleasure. Thus, it will be noted that the small decoration of

the illustrated embodiment exhibits characteristics of both a key

ring and a toy, so that a user may enjoy unexpectedness.

While a preférred embodiment of the invention has been
described with a certain degree of particularity with reference’
ﬁo the drawings, obvious mpdifications and variations are
possiblé in light of the above teachings. It is therefore to be
understood that within the scope of the appended claims, the
invention may be practiced otherwise than as specifically

described.



descri bed. sai d | ocki ng nmeans being arranged at a position opposite to a
‘position at which said Iid nenber is phpvatally connected to said container.
5. A small decoration_as defined in CJaim3, wherein said novable nenber is

provided with a spidiy HeFkbRg (means peing; AFraRoS R @ 0ip a
di recti @pgdsite o S&i gositioRnEEr whichpPeaidtlid meRiberdgeo milvicta by '
defined in C |raES wher%gn sgld one gear shaft of said drive mechani sm has
an uppqugﬁféiﬁ i FRHEETPRERERBFrc froma center of rota- tion thereof:
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-for receiving sai ecorati el ement ;therein. 8 A small decoration as
defined in daim®- whrerallfecassthre penfefined dn&dath §nx '

subst antjrireid auid kéns hgosr asHaptveEakbhydsapnoe! actand sheMay drher eof ;
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M-S i said decorative element being mounted on said
upper end portion.
7. A small decoration as defined in Claim 6,

e wherein said container is provided with a partition member
(74) for substantially closing an opening of said container
and a transparent dome-like member (76):;

said transparent dome-like member cooperating with
said partition member to define a space for receiving said

_ decorative element therein.

8. A small decoration as defined in Claim 5,
wherein said movable member is formed into a substantially
fan-like shape and pivotally supported at a center thereof;
and ' '

said movable member is provided at a portion
thereof in proximity to said center with a restriction for
limiting movement of said movable member when said 1id mem-
ber is open.
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