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APPLICATION, DEVICE, OR 3RD PARTY PLATFORM
(APPLICATION) INSTRUCTS SOFTWARE NODE TO INITIALLY 100
ROUTE PACKETS TO A POLICY-DEFINED TARGET NODEOF
AN UNDERLYING NETWORK

A

THE SOFTWARE NODE OR A ROUTINE ENGINE ANALYZES
THE NEEDS OF THE APPLICATION, POLICY, AND REAL TIME
STATUS OF: 1) EACH CANDIDATE NEXT HOP NODE; 2) THE 110
PATH TO EACH CANDIDATE NEXT HOP NODE; AND 3) THE
PATHS FROM EACH CANDIDATE NEXT HOP NODE TO OTHER
NODES IN THE UNDERLYING NETWORK

A

THE SOFTWARE NODE OR ROUTING ENGINE SELECTS ONE 120
OF THE CANDIDATE NEXT HOP NODES TO ROUTE THE —
PACKETS TO BASED ON THE ANALYSIS OF BLOCK 110

y

THE SOFTWARE NODE INSTRUCTS THE INITIAL TARGET
NODE OF THE UNDERLYING NETWORK TO FORWARD THE 130

PACKETS TO THE CANDIDATE NEXT HOP NODE SELECTED
IN BLOCK 120

A

THE TARGET NODE TOUTES PACKETS TO THE CANDIDATE 140
NEXT HOP NODE OF THE NETWORK SELECTED IN BLOCK 130

A 4

REPEAT BLOCKS 110-140 UNTIL PACKETS REACH DESTINATION 150

FIG. 3
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