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annulus external to the production string. A swellable packer is intercon- 

1>-:76 	nected in the production string between the production packer and the 
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16, 	16 surface location. A method of mitigating a leak in a generally tubular pro- 
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	duction string can include interconnecting a swellable packer in the pro- 
string, and the swellable packer swelling, and thereby increasing- 
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ly restricting flow through an annulus surrounding the production string, 
in response to fluid leakage through a sidewall of the production string. 

24 	 Another method can include interconnecting a swellable packer in the 
30 	production string, and the swellable packer swelling, and thereby increas- 

,„.io 	ingly restricting flow through an annulus surrounding the production 
/ 	string, in response to a flow of hydrocarbons into the annulus from an in-

terior of the production string. 
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