
The invention concerns a process for preparing a
compound of formula (I): wherein R9 is selected from:
C1-8 alkyl, C3-8 cycloalkyl, (CH2)nPh and (CH2)n
heteroaryl wherein n = 0, 1 or 2, each of which groups
may be optionally substituted on any carbon atom by
one or more groups selected independently from:
halogen, hydroxy, cyano, nitro, C1-4 alkoxy, C1-4
haloalkoxy, C1-4 alkanoyl, C1-4 haloalkanoyl,
C1-4alkylsulphinyl, C1-4 haloalkylsulphinyl, C1-4
alkylsulphonyl, C1-4 haloalkylsulphonyl,
C3-8cycloalkyl and C3-8 halocycloalkyl; and R9 can be
hydrogen; which process comprises the reaction of a
cyanoacetate of formula (II): wherein R9 is as defined
above, with formaldehyde cyanohydrin and an inorganic
base in a polar solvent at a temperature not exceeding
20C. 


