Abst r act DI AGNOSTI C DATA | NTERCHANGE The present

i nvention provides a bi-directional communication
network which provides nonitoring, data collection,
and control of food service industry operations. The
system i ncl udes a conputer and control |ogic

i npl emented by the conputer which may be confi gured
to performvarious tasks. AABBFLNI cation  network may
be provided linking the conmputer with equi prent and
appl i ances having a m croprocessor based controller
capabl e of comuBLAGNOSTIGDATANNTERCHANGEl n_one
enbodi ment, the systemautonmatically verifies the
performance of equi pnment- related nmanual tasks in
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having a microprocessor based controller capable of communicating with the
system. In one embodiment, the system automatically verifies the performance of
equipment- related manual tasks in food preparation. In another embodiment, the
system schedules the maintenance of a plurality of kitchen appliances. In another
embodiment, the system provides a hold timer for tracking the hold time of
cooked food products and determines when the hold time elapses. In yet another
embodiment, the system manages the inventory of cooked food products in a food

preparation establishment,
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