
A method and apparatus pro- vides for executing scalar packed data
instructions. A processor includes a plurality of registers (291, 292), re-
naming unit coupled to the plurality of registers, and decoder coupled to
the register renaming unit. The regis- ter renaming unit provides an archi-
tectural register file to store packed data operands which include a plu-
rality of data elements. The decoder is configured to decode a first and
second set of instructions (e.g., set of full-width packed data
instructions and a set of partial width packed data instructions) that
specify one or more registers in the architectural register file.
Instructions in the first set of instructions specify operations to be
performed on all of the data elements stored in one or more specified reg-
isters. The instructions in the second set of Instructions specify
operations to be performed on only a subset of data element stored in the
one or more specified registers.    


