
Abstract    The present invention relates to a method for inputting
characters in a character set by using a key or keys, a keypad or
keyboard, and an information processing apparatus. The invention lets
some characters in the character set collectively use a key, such
that a character in a character set having more characters than the
keys, can be inputted by using limited keys. The present invention
provides a method for inputting characters in a character set by
using a key or keys, the number of the characters in the character
set being larger than the number of the key or keys, said method
comprising: assigning all the characters in the character set to said
key or keys, at least one key within said key or keys being assigned
a plurality of characters in the character set; and distinguishing
the characters assigned to said at least one key, wherein selecting a
combination of the distinguished characters in the character set
generates a desired complete character. The invention decreases the
number of keys required for character input and reduce the volume of
the keyboard, to thereby be adapted to the needs of the modern
information processing techniques. Fig. 1 


