Abstract The present invention relates to a nethod for inputting
characters in a character set by using a key or keys, a keypad or
keyboard, and an information processing apparatus. The invention |ets
sonme characters in the character set collectively use a key, such
that a Ch%%%%%ﬁf in a character set having nore characters than the
keys, can'be inputted by using limted keys. The present invention
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using a key or keys, the nunber of the characters 1 n the character

set bei ng char@eér ebdR shiy Mkeper kefs, tahkeyipay crrkeybyard, saiddmifoniation
conprising: assigning all the characters in the character set to said
key or keyspcasingeggtaratus. Thy invertion ks domeycharadtesssinhthiengharastey et
a plurality of characters in the character set; and distinguishin

the char acoBedivelys ughadkeys ssighdthat 2 éwacﬁ‘ﬁei_nk%ﬁh%%isﬂ aY'8gt mﬂbe a
coner o es hagtstrisdaan el o Eimpacheriepiy pAue FrERT 38 Cln Bhsent
A e S R R
I nformati oy, BF BRSS! Y Hubfibr 1 YRS chdrabterslin the character set being larger than
the number of the key or keys, said method comprising: assigning all the
characters in the character set to said key or keys, at least one key within said
key or keys being assigned a plurality of characters in the character set; and
distinguishing the characters assigned to said at least one key, wherein selecting a
combination of the distinguished characters in the character set generates a
desired complete character. The invention decreases the number of keys required
for character input and reduce the volume of the keyboard, to thereby be

adapted to the needs of the modern information processing techniques.
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