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[err] Tigle: GOLF CLUB HOLDER [err] The present invention rel ates tgﬁag Lo
appar at us, for holding golf clubs. BACKGROUND ART As is well known i He f?“'
art,” a sed of golf clubs incorporates a series of clubs of varylng/ﬁead
angle. %Q? cl ubs are correspondi ngly nunbered in order of increasing head
angl.e forteasy identification. The steeper-the head angle, generally
speaking the nore lift is inparted to the ballg y_speaki ng, however,
the distance covered is correspondingly reducgd. n of The
appropriate club to play each shot is a key elenent Fﬁ?ﬁ%fggﬁﬁé | £ S ubs
are generally carried in a tubular golf bag, yshakicpwnt:3ehed.L0 @ ‘ﬁ@dj
buggy or -2- carried manual ly by neans of Efb&%k% ?%é attac to
A TPVREER ¥ 1o T TN

t he bag. However, golf clubs carried in this & 4V
within the bag, making club selection both di gﬁmng d PE rfglmsemg ‘f
aets obagdwe Ubpagas...”.

Danmage can al so occur to both the shafts and
t hey bunp and rub together as the bag is carried

Title: GOLF CLUB HOLDER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an apparatus
for holding golf clubs.
BACKGROUND ART

As is well known in the art, a set of golf
clubs incorporates a series of clubs of varying head
angle. The clubs are correspondingly numbered in
order of increasing head angle for easy
identification. The steeper the head angle,
generally speaking the more lift is imparted to the
ball. Broadly speaking, however, the distance
covered is correspondingly reduced. As such,
selection of the appropriate club to play each shot
is a key element of the game.

Golf clubs are generally carried in a tubular

golf bag, usually attached to a golf buggy or



and as clubs are renoved and repl aced progressively during the gane. This
can damage or adversely affect the performance of the clubs. In an attenpt
to overco t hese probl ens sone golf bags are provided with severa
partitions, generally near the top of Ehg bag. These partitions divide the
clubhs in groups, thereby reducing the exfent to which they are jostled
toget her. However, the order of the clubs still tends to becone junbled

both within and be%g&%&[ﬁg by Xﬁsa?fsl S o0 shotiged &e'Yahdr awn or

repl aced, making sel ection frcualt. in any particular partitioned

conpartnment the cl ixageditd lcigad.0 i npact against one another as the
bag is noved. Furthernore, the clubs are generally supported by the shaft.

This results in wear on Hdwewlnf igolfhadtlags warededs inhehikaay tetcheads
free to rattle agai nst one another with consequential danage or wear. In a
further attenpt tobeasnejamblieteseithin the hagybmakings alubgalelleetrdorhave
been provided with an individual conpartnment for each club. However, the
clubs still tend t &akdeshe fHiautd tdaney qonsymingf. hoamgdes Faacad ssut of

sequence in the conpartnments. Alsq, the clubs are still_ gripped by the
shafts, occur to both the shafts and the heads of the clubs,

as they bump and rub together as the bag is carried
and as clubs are removed and replaced progressively
during the game. This can damage or adversely
affect the performance of the clubs.

In an attempt to overcome these problems some
golf bags are provided with several partitions,
generally near the top of the bag. These partitions
divide the clubs in groups, thereby reducing the
extent to which they are jostled together.

However, the order of the clubs still tends to
become jumbled both within and between compartments,
as selected clubs are withdrawn or replaced, making
selection difficult. 2also, in any particular
partitioned compartment the clubs are still able to
impact against one another as the bag is moved.

Furthermore, the clubs are generally supported
by the shaft. This results in wear on the shafts
and again leaves the shafts and heads free to rattle
against one another with consequential damage or
wear.

In a further attempt to ameliorate these



whi ch pronotes wear, whilst the club heads continue to bang together, again
causi ng damage and adversely affecting performance. [err] It is an object
of the prébent i nvention to overcone o¢ mneliorate at | east sone of these
deficiencies of the prior art. Accordingly, the invention provides an
apparatus for holding golf clubs, each club conprising a shaft term nating
in an uni quel y anglpssbbiieaus haomey golifr baigsabdve been provided with an
apparatus including a support bracket conprising an array of generally

pl anar partitioni ng¢naividusli monpartmenteSoangach siubky oFowensxnt fbet s

t her ebet ween, each said fin _having a substantially parallel first_and

second face, wher eiGHURs Btddily tand it heoome: digexderedh@ss pokesydts e of
dj t club head, d h ' dfin f t t

SUrface of an ad) ABBRCARPIRERT itk RAASASSoAR: S8 BRVERE HEREe -

si mul t aneously | ocghed hq:r{gr %W%rree@'ttiﬁ.g,[ fgq.g_gigaf ?giagﬂesghgfgsub head.

Preferably, said fins dre di sposed such conpartménts are

progressively gradygiies HARUEREARE Widistedtd elub 8eaRES et nue

I ncreasi ng angl e.
to bang together, again causing damage and adversely

affecting performance.

I

It is an object of the present invention to
overcome or ameliorate at least some of these
deficiencies of the prior art.

Accordingly, the invention provides an
apparatus for holding golf clubs, each club
comprising a shaft terminating in an uniquely angled
head having a front and a rear surface, said
.apparatus including a support bracket comprising an
array of generally planar partitioning fins defining
a corresponding array of compartments therebetween,
each said fin having a substantially parallel first
and second face, wherein each said first fin face
locates the front surface of an adjacent club head,

- and each said second fin face locates the rear
surface of an adjacent club head, such'that in
combination the fins simultaneously locate the front
and rear surfaces of each said club head.

Preferably, said fins are disposed such that
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Preferably al so, each said conpartnent is uniquely configured to nestingly
accommodate a specific club having a correspondi ngly angl ed head. The
conpartnents are preferably configured to accommpdate a set of clubs of
progressively increasing head angle in sequential order. Each conpart nent
is desirably configured to accept a parttcular club head and the club heads
of the previous and next clubs in a standard golf club set. The apparatus

5 2150, prefer ably c3dopethoad il o 16" RS rkBs30el §V BLRANaREHCRLA | 0N

and further includes "ocat ans to | 6cate or con e ts of the
clubs. In one enbodiciRimodaite lAud HeAAZERES prakesskitely Ineredsinlyf bag.

In this enbodi nent, the support bracket is preférably adapted to be nounted
adj acent the open emdlef, the golf bag with the shafts extendi ng downwardly
and contained within the bag. In an alternative enbodi nent, however, the
| ocati ng neans may conpPrefexraddyaadise,beackessaidocpmpaspmentotilser suit abl e
formation connected with the support bracket by an internediate frame
menber. In this cas@iguely [confdigunedeticanestingilyaaccogmodasggaas such
woul d not necessarily be required. BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE | NVENTI ON
specific club having a correspondingly angled head.

The compartments are preferably configured to
accommodate a set of clubs of progressively
increasing head angle in sequential order.

Each compartment is desirably configured to
accept a particular club head and the club heads of
the previous and next clubs in a standard golf club
set.

The apparatus is also preferably adapted to
hold the clubs in an inverted orientation, and
further includes locating means to locate or contain
the shafts of the clubs.

In one embodiment, the locating means takes the
form of a golf bag. In this embodiment, the support
bracket is preferably adapted to be mounted adjacent
the open end of the golf bag with the shafts
extending downwardly and contained within the bag.

In an alternative embodiment, however, the
locating means may comprise a separate bracket,
hoop, cup or other suitable formation connected with

the support bracket by an intermediate frame

member. In this case, it will be appreciated that a



A preferred enbodi ment of the invention will now be described, by way of
exanple only, with reference to the acconpanying drawi ngs in which: Figure
1 is a plan view of an apparatus for hokdi_ng gol f clubs according to the
invention; Figure 2 is a front elevation of the apparatus shown in Figure
1; Figure 3 is a side elevation of the apparatus of Figure 1, Figure 4 is a
front perspective yoEf/ Bigtde SWEhIedubd ototinpressar iy be Heaqsiredear
perspective view of the apparatus of Figure 1 including golf clubs; Figure
6 is a rear el evatBRIEBfDESCREPDIONIOR TRBRVWINVENTIQNIre 1 including golf
clubs; and Figure 7 is a plan view of the apparatus shown in Figure 1

i ncl udi ng gol f clubs. MiFeeferrairempodiment OF the/BANYeRF 1R ¥11hgne¥ t he

drawi ngs, the invention provides an apparatus for oIdingEgol cl ubs 2.
The appar at us incIhﬁe@eECEBBﬁGrtbﬁrﬁixe?533ﬁﬁﬁé}%dpq » SR hRERETERF S cent

t he open end of a convgntional gglf bag 4. ,The iﬁp Q{é bracket includes an
array of ggnerallytﬁlﬁhﬁraﬁﬁ??P BHRGCFARLNGS IR MRGRES 5 Gefine a
correspondi ng array of Figﬁgé 1 is a plan view of an apparatus for

holding golf clubs according to the invention;

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the apparatus
shown in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the apsaratus of
Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a front perspective view of the
apparatus of Figure 1;

Figure 5 is a rear perspective view of the
apparatus of Figure 1 including golf clubs;

Figure 6 is a rear elevation of the apparatus
shown in Figure 1 including golf clubs; and

Figure 7 is a plan view of the apparatus shown
in Figure 1 including golf clubs.
MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

Referring to the drawings, the invention
provides an apparatus 1 for holding golf clubs 2.

.~ The apparatus includes a support bracket 3 adapted
for attachment adjacent the open end of a
conventional golf bag 4. The support bracket
includes an array of generally planar partitioning

fins 5. These fins 5 define a corresponding array of



I nternmedi ate conpartnents 6 which are each uni quely adapted to contain and
| ocat e thg head of a respective club, with the shaft extendi ng downwardly
into the bag. Each club 2 has a head 7-wth front and rear surfaces 8 and 9
respectively. The front surface 8 strikes the golf ball during play. Each
partitioning fin 5 has first and second substantially parallel faces 10 and
11 respectivel y. Edeitermestiaftien comparthentsubi ghekh amgl edchouaighellyocat e
the front surface 8 of an adjacent club. Each second fin face 11 is

uni quel y angl ed t o aca@ses tige containandcdogase theabipadent @l ub. In this
way, two adjacent fins define conpartnents 6 which |ocate both the front

and rear surfaces FCSPREtAVEL clpdyeMdithe&he shaltoekkendingndrwgwarddi n

general ly planar caqnstruyction and being uniquely angled to closely
approxi mate sinult 5h§%f ‘front surface of a first club and the rear

surface of a second adj { b i n o] | ub an _be | ocated
%%%glt ﬁ% 'Ez 2a2’s ?% g Hngggpd%ﬁén#ogfl eIPAVent i on.

within a given golf bag™w hé  appa us "acc

o sob | he hopn PN ¥ 9 ShpleciOUtpl ot Sh0 RS
bag. This is achi ewtgdiRes/itHelgolf daldi Quefing peay.

BEach partitioning fin 5 has first and second
substantially parallel faces 10 and 11 respectively.

Each first fin face 10 is uniquely angled so as
to locate the front surface 8 of an adjacent club.
Each second fin face 11 is uniquely angled to locate
the rear surface 9 of an adjacent club.

In this way, two adjacent fins define
compartments 6 which locate both the front and rear
surfaces of the club therebetween. Due to the fin
being of thin generally planar construction and
being uniquely angled to closely approximate
simultaneously the front surface of a first club and
the rear surface of a second adjacent club, a
maximum number of clubs can be located within a
given golf bag width by the apparatus according to

~  the invention.

In one particularly preferred form of the
invention, as shown in the drawings, the apparatus
is adapted to be retro-fitted to a conventional golf

bag. This is achieved by virtue of a pair of side



-7- legs 15 and a pivotable forward | eg 16 each extendi ng downwardly from
t he support bracket housing the club heads. The side |egs 15 incorporate
respecti vie feet 17 adapted to engage snugly the inner periphery of the bag
adj acent its upper margi nal ‘edge. The formard | eg 16 incorporates an

adj ust abl e pivot shaft 18 mating with s1t™ 19. This arrangenent all ows the
apparatus to fit a nunber of golf bags and be rep05|t|oned qui ckly and

encount ered 1 rom anedar tanEoRoe BEHERRTE 58%?356389 SRULS R
posi tion over a shglkdghndl agwn&sgdy ERENUIORS Sup FSEF pFle gepted to

engage t he upper ge 0 ereby p05| ocalfe the

appar at us_over thenaugmgoehahemsgheaegnal e éf&éhfé éo-_@@ fastenings are
used to fix the apparatus t‘o the bag. If desired, press studs, hook and

| oop fasteners, scinmarpbraEésrespebbﬁvblkeeﬁB¥7a&ﬁ@pb@dueédeﬁgagécure t he
appar at us. VVth the apparatus fitted to the golf bag in this way, a set of
gol f clubs can be asugly the $nngrypeeliphenysefiutheibagoadpacefit its
progressively increasing head angle with the designated nunber of each club
prom nently di spl aypperomargipal cedgenceThehforwardslegubssel ection

particularly easy, because each club has a_dedicated | ocation within the
array incorporates an adjustable pivot shaft 18 mating

with slot 19. This arrangement allows the apparatus
to fit a number of golf bags and be repositioned
quickly and easily to cater for variations in the
angle the bag is transported, as is encountered from
an upright position in a golf buggy to an inclined :
position over a shoulder. Also, leg 16 includes a
recess 20 adapted to engage the upper edge of the
bag, and thereby positively locate the apparatus
over the mouth of the bag. Normally, ratchet loop
fastenings are used to fix the apparatus to the

bag. If desired, press studs, hook and loop
fasteners, screws, rivets, or the like may also be
used to secure the apparatus.

With the apparatus fitted to the golf bag in
this way, a set of golf clubs can be neatly and
snugly held in sequential order of progressively
increasing head angle with the designated number of
each club prominently displayed for easy reference.
This makes club selection particularly easy, because

each club has a dedicated location within the array
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of partitioning elenents. Myreover, because each conpartnent is uniquely
configured to accommbdate a specific club, the user cannot replace a club
in the wong conpartnent. This preserves the sequential order of the cl ubs
during play. It should be appreciated,.hgwever, that in other preferred
enbodi nents there need not be a unique correl ation between the conpartnents
and the clubs. Thus, whilst the conpartnents may be progressively graduated
t o accommodat e cl ubfhpastitioninge @diemenssgl eMozedegreebetatiskceanhe my
neverthel ess be provided so that each conpartnent may acconmodate several
clubs within a def FRERarimgat f&r vaiguely, canfigpaedntot ancoimatiage a
dedicated to a "3" iron _may al so accept a "2" or a "4" iron. Such forns of
the invention may BBeSdfpceglpbn the Wsew sanpptorppiasesat cdubchimothe t
shoul d al so be noted that other forns %L,the i nventi on _need not he_adapted

speci fically for r¥FP8fi COMRGEERny ettiEnRFSEEFYeBabEe REAUERRABLe, one
Ui tabl o or mat | onOL8SRoh; SUEnSLuRAr PRZa8, REAKr Lbs. In such cases. the.
top bracket carrying theepapbihkoRk"d-pleRE tEa2NollGepOt LRYLLEACKE
| ocating the shafts may be connected 8? an ! !
other preferred embodiments there need not be a
unique correlation between the compartments and the
clubs. Thus, whilst the compartments may be
progressively graduated to accommodate club heads of
increasing angle, a degree of tolerance may
nevertheless be provided so that each compartment
may accommodate several clubs within a defined
range. For example, a compartment nominally
dedicated to a "3" iron may also accept a "2" or a
"4" jron. Such forms of the invention may be
adapted for use with an incomplete set of clubs.

It should also be noted that other forms of the
invention need not be adapted specifically for
retro-fitting to conventional golf bags. For
example, one embodiment contemplates the use of a
separate bracket, hoop, cup or other suitable
formation to locate the shafts of the clubs. In
such cases, the top bracket carrying the
partitioning elements and the bottom bracket
locating the shafts may be connected by an

intermediate frame member, thereby obviating the
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intermedi ate frame menber, thereby obviating the -9- need for a bag. The
top and bottom brackets may al so be integrally formed with a wheel ed buggy,
for exanple. As the invention preserves the order of the clubs during a
game, it facilitates quick and easy selection of the desired club to play
each shot. Moreover, by positively Iocéi?n@ and separating each club, the
heads are prevented from bei ng danaged by jostling against one anot her.

Al so, because t he %!ghaf%&eapg SWHRROL % df §§k§wp%ﬁt Q%gds shaft

wear, to which clu VE been one N

avoi ded. Further miggd bR LR qdyp%mteaoma bl BRedh b@w %glggfdg%o? ub

sel ection by providing only m i mal “i nterruptions between t b "héads.
The fins also al | owxaplapparatus to be cheaply injection noulded, as no
cavities are present in the apparatus. |If the apparatus is produced for a

known bag configurati onaz siheglimvemtiat preskireesathanbraesr be gpheduced
froma single and correspondi ngly cheaper nmould. A further advantage of the

apparatus arises bedubse durimg &f ggolef, drtulfaciflitatesaguigkhand aagye al so

have increasingly |onger shafts. Traditionally, golf clubs have been

positioned in selection of the desired club to play each shot.
Moreover, by positively locating and separating each
club, the heads are prevented from being damaged by
jostling against one another. Also, because the
clubs are being supported directly by the heads,
shaft wear, to which clubs have been prone in
pteviously known devices, is avoided. Furthermore,
the two-faced partitioning fins allow a large club
selection by providing only minimal interruptions
between the club heads. The fins also allow the
apparatus to be cheaply injection moulded, as no
cavities are present in the apparatus. If the
apparatus is produced for a known bag configuration
a single non-adjustable variant can be produced from
a single and correspondingly cheaper mould.

A further advantage of the apparatus arises

because a set of golf clubs of increasing head
angle also have increasingly longer shafts.
Traditionally, golf clubs have been positioned in
golf bags with their grips at the same location
(i.e. the grips abutting the bottom surface of a

golf bag). This arrangement is undesirable



golf bags with their grips at the same location (i.e. the grips abutting
the bottomsurface of a golf bag). This arrangenent is undesirable 10
because F) nmeans the golf bag has to accommbdate the thickest part of the
club shafts (i.e. the grip) at the sane, ocation. This also allows the
grips to rub, causing wear or danage to tach other. Since the apparatus

di scl osed herein locates the club heads at the sane height the grips are at

stagger ed hei ghts #gﬁfgkg; 1P b8 8NEnE L 1L bAY thddl o GOV EorthOdh 5L RE ©

avoi ded. Thus, in he previousTy di scussed advant ages, the

i nvention representfijsic@Bf iﬁaeet ofUpRE e1ab SREEEHNTEI&] athé NGEDYENREL S
over the prior art. Although the invention has been described with

reference to speci the sxmephesatibnwi | Thbe apgsecalbdws tiyetyoipsskolled in
the art that the invention may be enmbodied in many other forns. CLAI VE: -
1. An apparatus forubgl dangingl wearubz, damage ctabeachpethéng aSthaet
termnating in an uni quely angl ed
the apparatus disclosed herein locates the club
heads at the same height the grips are at staggered
heights in relation to one another and the above
problems are avoided.

Thus, in light of the previously discussed
advantages, the invention represents significant
functional and commercial improvements over the
prior art. _ ;

Although the invention has been described with
reference to specific examples, it will be

appreciated by those skilled in the art that the

invention may be embodied in many other forms.



head having a front and a rear surface, said apparatus including a support
br-acket cqnprising an array of generally planar partitioning fins defining
a corresponding array of conpartments_t herebetween, each said fin having a
substantially parallel first and second tace, wherein each said first fin
face |l ocates the front surface of an adjacent club head and each said
second fin face | ocates the rear sur f~-an adj acent club head, such
that in conbination the fins sinultaneously |ocate the front and rear
surfaces of each sai.d chnbappattatids Borahphdthgsgedf cthubeg éackl eiabl
wherein said fins are di sposed such that said conpartnents are
progressi vel y gradgsmpgisdngcaoshedsit serimibahingsinfaprengiguelyecangled
increasing angle. 3. An_apparatus as clainmed in claim1l or claim2 wherein
each sai d conpart nbged bayangual Freshf ARSr adredraEvsiataat 8akdstingly a
specific club having a correspondingly angl ed head. 4. An apparatus as
claimed in any one aEP&Pﬁslgcgﬁdégﬂh@r§gHP@§EhggéFﬁeEoﬁﬁﬁggﬁﬁﬁPgi§n
configured to acconnodat e _nest articula L ub. head, and ¢club

heads of the previ G8eadn e aepeepity PRaRAE Haki fLoRiRE CPLRR gpPintng],
5. AN apparatus gs g @Rtslad k-85 BF EbAbHEcdents therevetween,

each said fin having a substantially parallel first

and second face, wherein each said first fin face
locates the front surface of an adjacent club head
and each said second fin face locates the rear
surface of an adjacent club head, such that in
combination thé fins simultaneously locate the front
and rear surfaces of each said club head.
2. An apparatus as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said
fins are disposed such that said compartments are
progressively graduated to accommodate club heads of
progressively increasing angle.
3. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2
wherein each said compartment is uniquely configured
to accommodate nestingly a specific club having a
correspondingly angled head.

~ 4. An apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1
to 3 wherein each said compartment is configured to
accommodate nestingly a particular club head and the
club heads of the previous and next clubs in a

standard golf club set.

L



to 4 wherein the conpartnents are configured to accommodate a set of clubs
of -progressively increasing head angle in sequential order. 6. An
appar at us) as clainmed in any one of the. pygceding clainms wherein the
apparatus is adapted to hold the clubs in an inverted orientation. 7. An
apparatus as clainmed in any one of the preceding clains, further including

locating means to lpcat qaragpiivs tde Shafidd Oin tdify Wi o &lain¥ 1
apparatus as clainmed in Caim7 wherein the | ocating nmeans takes the form

of a golf bag and tte 4 uytpeardirritek etomsaringriesl dxe heomMitRixret agh acent t he
open end of the golf bag with the shafts extendi ng downwardly and

contai ned within tlcidemrodate a\rsatpef atlibsoft Iptogressivelyr m 7 wherein
the | ocating nmeans conprises a separate bracket, 'hoop, cup or other

sui tabl e fornati on FFFRRSERT head targke phyraedientdal Brdsr i nt er medi at e

frame nmenber. [err] ) \
6. An apparatus as claimed in any one of the

preceding claims wherein the apparatus is adapted to
hold the clubs in an inverted orientation.

7. An apparatus as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, further including locating means
to locate or contain the shafts of the clubs.

8. An apparatus as claimed in Claim 7 wherein the
locating means takes the form of a golf bag and the
support bracket is adapted to be mounted adjacent
the open end of. the golf bag with the shafts
extending downwardly and contained within the bag.
9. =an apparatus as claimed in Claim 7 wherein the
locating means comprises a separate bracket, hoop,

cup or other suitable formation connected with the

support bracket by an intermediate frame member.
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