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(54) Title: SUBSEA WELLHEAD STABILIZATION USING CYLINDRICAL SOCKETS

(57) Abstract: A wellhead assembly for use
subsea includes a high pressure housing
landed within a low pressure housing. The
low pressure housing is an annular member
that mounts into the sea floor and having an
inner surface engaging the high pressure
housing along a loading interface. Upper
and lower sockets are formed along axially
spaced apart portions of the outer surface of
the high pressure housing. As the high pres-
sure housing inserts into the low pressure
housing, the high pressure housing sockets
engage corresponding sockets formed along
axially spaced apart sockets on portions of
the inner surface of the low pressure hous-
ing. The sockets each have cylindrically
shaped outer surfaces, and when engaged
with one another define the loading inter-
face. The sockets are strategically located on
the upper and lower portions of the housings
to maximize their distance apart.
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