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PEDTIDE FVII-DERIVED PEPTIDES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a peptide. In particular, it relates to peptides at least
the core sequence of which is derivable from factor VIII (FVIII). The peptides can be
used to reduce or prevent factor VIII inhibitor antibody formation, for example in

haemophilia A treatment and acquired haemophilia.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

HAEMOPHILIA
Haemophilia belongs to a group of inheritable blood disorders that includes
haemophilia A, haemophilia B (Christimas disease) and Von Willebrand's disease.

In haemophilia, the blood's ability to clot is severely reduced because an essential
clotting factor is partly or completely missing, resulting in increased bleeding time.

Haemophilia A is a deficiency of the clotting factor VI, whereas Haemophilia B is a
deficiency of clotting factor IX. In both diseases, the faulty gene is found on the X
chromosome, so the conditions are X-linked. Haemophilia A is five times more

common than haemophilia B.

Haemophilia is a lifelong inherited genetic condition, which affects females as carriers
and males who inherit the condition. About a third of new diagnoses are where there is
no previous family history. It appears world-wide and occurs in all racial groups.

About 6,000 people are affected with haemophilia in the UK,

Haemophiliacs bleed for a prolonged period following injury. External injuries such as
cuts and grazes do not usually pose serious problems: it is often possible to stop
bleeding by applying a degree of pressure and covering the affected area (e.g with a
plaster).



