
A bandwidth management system (120) manages a plurality of virtual data
connections withIn a communications network. The system includes an input
(122) for receiving da cells, wherein each con is associated with a
particular one of the virtual connections. Th system aso includes a cell
pool, coupled to the _t for sosing die cells, first and second queues (126-
328) for ordering the virtual connections, and an output (137) for
tranmitting cells froms the cell pool. The relative position of . viud
coiecldon in te first queue is determined by an eligibility 



variable that varies according to an anticipated data rate associated with
doe paricular virtual connection and according to an anoumt of time tiat
the particular virtual connection has been in the fist queue. Thc relative
position of a virtual connection in the second queue varies according to a
predetermined quality of service that is assigned to each of the virtual
connections.    


