A stain for a nucleic acid characterized by contai ning,

as an effective

conponent, a pyryliumsalt conpound having Y as a negative portion and a

pyryliumring or a pyryliumsimlar ring, wherein the ring is conprised of -

X selected fromO0, S, Se and Te as a hetero atom and has .substituents
Rlerr], R2 and R3, wherein each of R err]isgd R2 is independently a
hydr ogen atom sul fonate group, am no group, substituted or unsubstituted

aryl group, etc., R3is -Aor -L-A Lis -L[err]-, -L2-

Llerr]-

-L4-L5-L[err]-, and each of L[err] to L[err] is independently -(CH=CH)-
di val ent group derlved fron1the substituted or unsubstituted aryl group,

etc. Ais a fHdR

anion. A method for detectlng : nuclefc acid which conp

group, etc., and Y- is an

rises the st eps of

reacting a sanple witHtHEE F9F Arfauehehc daetdieharagyeshzedt bral  neans,
t he doubl e-stra ﬂ nuc) eic acid Stﬁ%ﬁ? éV\nth the stain in the case that the

doubl e- st rand= i i D
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compound having Y as a negative portion and a pyrylium

5 ring or a pyryliqm—similar ring, wherein the ring is

comprised of X selected from O, S, Se and Te as a

hetero atom and. has substituents R', R? and R?, wherein

each of R! and R? is independently a hydrogen atom,

sulfonate group, amino group, substituted or

10 unsubstituted aryl group, etc.,

R®* is -A or -L-A, L is -L!'-, -L2-L?- or -L*-L%-Lf-, and

each of L! to L® is independently -(CH=CH)-, a divalent

group derived from the substituted or unsubstituted
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aryl group, etc., A is a substituted or unsubstituted
aryl group, etc., and Y is an anion. A method for
detecting -a nucleic ‘acid which comprises the steps of

reacting a sample with the stain, and then detecﬁing,

by an optical means, the double-strand nucleic acid

stained with the stain in the case that the,double;

20 strand nucleic acid is contained in the sample.
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