ABSTRACT It is possible to shorten a delay tinme from
utterance to output froma speaker even in a “
conference audi o system including an automatic mute.
rel ease device. An A/D converter that converts audio

signals froma plurality of m crophones into digital
signals, an audio I|evel detector that detects

utterance or silence depending on the level of the
converted digital signal, apsTRAfTO data storage unit

that tenporarily stores the digital signal for which

t he audilt 1swelssdétlector sdeteehed detlber anee, frvom utterance
controller that controls the storage of audio data in

t e catput fntma stsgreajeeurivierand & heonBarkmge efudie system
audi o data, and a D/ A converter that converts the

r éad lagding dat & utmine t amahoige avdi.easé goav scar e

provi ded. The controller hastens read timng of the

audi o dana®A7R eecvedhacetbthcanvénes getiodignsis dmom a
portion when the audio | evel .detector detects silence

| Blaredrdites off nieremiteedatato digital signals, an audio

level detector that detects utterance or silence depending
on the level of the converted digital signal, an audio data
storage unit that temporarily stores the digital signal for
which the audic level detector detected utterance, a
controller that controls the storage of audio data in the
audio data storage unit and the reading of the audio data,
and a D/A converter that converts the read audioc data into
analog audio signals are provided. The controller hastens
read timing of the audio data in accordance with a time
pericd of silent portion when the audio level detector

detects silence in a series of the audioc data.
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