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Field of Invention This invention generally relate
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Patent no. 2004236860 (Sum nosuke) describes a
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However, our fast pace lifestyle does not allow most of us the time to consider whether a
shirt or a pair of pants matches the footwear. Most people try to slip into their footwear
as fast as possible by forcing their feet into their footwear. However, this usually causes
damage to the top of the shoe by creating creases and wear marks. Therefore, new ways

for facilitating the wearing of footwear needs to be re-examined.

Japanese Patent no. 2004236860 (Suminosuke) describes a footwear having a movable
heel portion which is movable between opened and closed positions. The movable heel
portion further couples the footwear to a bottom plate such that when a foot is inserted
into the footwear, the heel of the foot engages the footwear bottom plate to position the
heel portion in a closed position. However, the user is required to constantly and

consciously interact with the footwear bottom plate to prevent accidental disengagement



into the footwear, the heel of the foot engages the
footwear bottomplate to position the heel portion in

a cl osed position. However, the user is required to
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Brief Description of the Drawings
Embodiments of the invention are described hereinafter with reference to the drawings,

in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a footwear with a movable heel counter according to a

basic embodiment of the invention;
Fig. 2 illustrates the movement of the heel counter according to the footwear in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3a is an exploded elevation of a display layer being removable from a main layer of

the vamp according to the footwear in Fig. 1;



Fig. 3a is an exploded el evation of a display |ayer

bei ng renovable froma main | ayer of the vanp

according to the footwear in Fig. 1; 3 Fig. 3bis a

side el evation of the footwear having an extended vanp

for forming a boot accordingto the footwear in Fig.

1; Fig. 3c illustrates the use of a coupling nateri al
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in Fig, 3b,. Fig. 4a.i§ a cross-sectional back view of
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Fig. 4b illustrates the heel counter being pushed to a

down position according to the footwear in Fig. 4a;
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BGOSR FiY'&st™ at es the strap being pushed down while
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according to the footwear in Fig. 5a; and Fig. 5c '
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reference to the drawi ngs, the invention, a footwear,
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user fromdifferent types of wal king surface
condi tions. However, footwear is also slowy evolving

into.a fashion accessory. Designers want nore room _
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Fig. 5b illustrates the strap being pushed down while pulling a control mechanism to a

second position according to the footwear in Fig. 5a; and

Fig. Sc illustrates the control mechanism being a rotary type spring for moving the heel

counter according to the footwear in Fig, Sa.

Detailed Description
With reference to the drawings, the invention, a footwear, is described hereinafter for
ease of wear, which allows a user to slip on the footwear without using the hand or

shoehorn.

Footwear generally protects the feet of a user from different types of walking surface
conditions. However, footwear is also slowly evolving into a fashion accessory.
Designers want more room for design creativity on footwear while preserving the

original function of the footwear. Footwear without shoelaces is one of many ideas.



4 While this idea provides nore space for designers to
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adhering the base 105 to the holding section 103.

Thi s opening 110 provides an entrance for a foot of

Fidhe susex atbasiskimdodiment of the invention, a footwear 100 having a movable heel

counter 102, for providing ease of wearing the footwear for the user while introducing a
larger bare vamp area for displaying aesthetic designs on the footwear 100. The footwear
100 comprises the movable heel counter 102, a holding section 103 which includes a
vamp 104, and a base 105 for supporting the user’s foot. The heel counter 102 is
movable between an up position 106 and a down position 108, as shown in Fig. 2, for

allowing the user’s foot to slip into the footwear 100 without assistance of hands.

An opening 110, as shown in Fig. 1, is formed by means of adhering the base 105 to the
holding section 103. This opening 110 provides an entrance for a foot of the user to slip

into the footwear 100. When the user’s foot engages the heel counter 102 at the opening



into the footwear 100. When the user's foot engages

the heel counter 102 at the opening 5 110 of the
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The vamp 104 can further be extended to transform the footwear 100 into a boot 308, as
shown in Fig. 3b, by extending the vamp 104 from the opening of the footwear 100 and
up towards the knees of the user. However, the boot 308 can also have an extended vamp
310 that extends above the knees of the user. The extended vamp 310 from the opening
of the footwear 100 is able to wrap around the calf of the user’s leg to form the shape of
the boot 308. Together with the use of the coupling system 306, the extended vamp 310
is secured around the thigh of the user as shown in Fig. 3¢, This enables the boot 308 to

be easily worn while retaining its protective nature.



310 that extends above the knees of the user. The
extended vanp 310 fromthe opening of the footwear
100 is able to wap around the calf of the user's |eg
to formthe shape of the boot 308. Together with the
use of the coupling system 306, the extended vanp 310
is secured around the thigh of the user as shown in
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footwear 500 as shown in Fig. 5a. The footwear 500 in
qrirger 383 of degoptayepr S00 as shown in Fig. Sa. The footwear 500 in Fig. 5a is a pair
of sandals wherein the heel counter 502 of each sandal is a strap for strapping over the
Achilles’ heel of a foot. The strap secures the user’s foot to the footwear 500. In order
for the heel counter 502 to move between the up position 106 and the down position 108,
a substantially rigid cable 504 is incorporated within the strap and operatively coupled to
the control mechanism 400. The control mechanism 400 comprises at least the spring

actuator 402 and the hydraulic actuator at each of the quarter 305 of the footwear. The

distance between the first position 506 and the second position 508 is at least 20mm



of sandal s wherein the heel counter 502 of each sanda

is a strap for strapping over the Achilles' heel of a
foot. The strap secures the user's foot to the
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without  departing  from  the scope and spirit of the invention,



creative expressions of designs thereon is disclosed.
Al t hough only a nunber of enbodi nents of the

i nvention are disclosed, it becomes apparent to one
skilled in the art in viewof this disclosure that
numer ous changes and/ or modi f cati on can be made

W t hout departing fromthe scope and spirit of the
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conprising: a base for supporting a foot thereon; a
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the retainer further conprising: a vanp having a
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i Lt T e
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a vamp having a main layer and a display layer, the display layer being
removable and couplable to the main layer; and

a quarter.

3. The footwear as claimed in claim 2, wherein the vamp comprising:
a protection layer being formed between the main layer and the display layer for
providing a physical barrier therebetween, the protection layer being detachable from the

main layer and the display layer.

4. The footwear as claimed in claim 2, the vamp extending substantially away from the

opening wherein the extended vamp is wrapable around the calf of a user,

5. The footwear as claimed in claim 2, further comprising:



main | ayer and the display |layer. 4. The footwear as
claimed in claim?2, the vanp extending substantially
away fromthe opening wherein the extended vanp is
wr apabl e around the calf of a user. 5. The footwear as
claimed in claim?2, further c%n‘pri sing: 9 a control
mechani sm bei ng shaped and di nensi oned for positioning
t he hecejlltrobmmﬂ@harisrbebam@rshztmd amd posinsioned dod posidomiagnhe heel
g on. 6. The f.gotwe (g %s claimed in claim1,
'ﬂﬂtflﬂjé?“’%e&rf'ﬁ? Pglpﬂfjtlo%la‘? bR iIAYN PRRIHAR sm for | ocki ng
the heel counter at the down position. 7. The footwear
as claimed in claim®6, wherein the control nmechani sm
6j Shextoopvwess s elaamest in odgimi Induigler vamprisiaggd hydraul i ¢

posi £ i ghecHBRnTRy TR hrdihien & ud At Bositon.

wherein the control mechanismis incorporated in at
| east one of the heel counter and the quarter. 9. The
7t b iReaveass cladmad dn Flgire (Gapierein eeeairel mpdeaisaeis at least one of
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further conpri si nQ' a control mechani sm bei ng shaped

d f t t he heel t
SRS 65 G IBL I 1S Bribh R semisgeehgem 1 incorporated in

at least one of the heel counter and the quarter.

9. The footwear as claimed in claim 1, wherein distance separating the up position and

the down position is at least 20mm.

10. The footwear as claimed in claim 1, further comprising:
a control mechanism being shaped and dimensioned for positioning the heel

counter between the up position and the down position.



