
A direct access storage device (DASD) system uses a read/write head having
a wide transducer write element and a narrow magneto-resistive 5  read
element.  In order to avoid mistakenly reading a incompletely erased old
data field, the system uses a verification procedure. The data is read at
two positions along the data track which are separated by a radial distance
D. This distance D is selected to be greater than the width of any
incompletely erased data record. If the data read at the 10 two read
positions is equal, then the data is deemed to be correct and is sent to a
host system 70.    


