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OPTICAL LIGHT SOURCE AND METHOD OF CONTROLLING THE SAME

ABSTRACT

According to embodiments of the present invention, an optical light source is provided.
The optical light source includes an optical resonator including a gain medium, and an
optical pump source optically coupled to the optical resonator, wherein, in a first mode of
operation, the optical pump source is configured to supply a continuous wave optical
pump signal to the optical resonator, and the optical resonator is configured to generate a
continuous wave optical signal in response to the continuous wave optical pump signal,
and wherein, in a second mode of operation, the optical pump source is configured to
supply a pulsed optical pump signal to the optical resonator, and the optical resonator is
configured to generate a pulsed optical signal in response to the pulsed optical pump
signal. According to further embodiments of the present invention, a method of

controlling an optical light source is also provided.
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