
Drying of a solid polymer is disclosed in which a  solid polymer obtained
by polymerization (or a product of  modification of the solid polymer) is
contacted with a  drying gas so that any solvent and/or unreacted
polymerization feed materials remaining in the solid  polymer are removed
to thereby dry the solid polymer, and  in which a gaseous polymerization
feed material is used as  the drying gas and contacted with the solid
polymer to  thereby dry the solid polymer (step i), and the resultant
solid polymer is contacted with a drying gas which contains  an inert gas
(step ii). The drying gas can be recovered  from the step (i) and part
thereof can be recycled through  a polymerization step as it is or be
recycled, after  cooling the drying gas to thereby remove any condensed
components, to the step (i). Not only can the solid  polymer be efficiently
dried but also the solvent and  unreacted polymerization feed materials
recovered from the  solid polymer can efficiently be recycled by the
disclosed  method.    


