
The invention concerns novel linear and cyclic polymers or oligomers of
cumarin derivatives having a photoreactive ethene group of formula (I), in
which M[err] and M[err] are monomer units for homo and/or copolymers; x and
y signify mol fractions of the comonomers, in which 0 < x [err] 1 and
0[err] y < 1 and x+ y - 1, p means 4 to 30 000, S[err] and S[err] are
spacer units, Q[err] is a structural unit of formula (IIa) -A-(Z[err]-
B)[err]-Z[err]-, Q[err] is a structural unit of formula (IIb)
-A-(Z[err]-B)[err]-R[err], A and B[err] independently of each other, are
pyridine-2,5-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5- diyl, 1,4-cyclohexylene,
1,3-dioxan-2,5-diyl or optionally substituted 1,4-phenylene; Z[err] and
Z[err], independently of each other, are a single, covalence bond,
-CH[err]-CH[err]-, -CH[err]-, -OCH[err]-, -CONR-, -RNCO-, - COO- or -OOC-,
R designates hydrogen or a lower alkyl, R[err] is hydrogen, optionally
substituted alkyl or alkoxy each with 1 to 12 carbon atoms, cyano, nitro or
halogen, z is 0 or 1, C is a cumarin or quinolinone derivative which can be
photochemically dimerized, and m and n, independently of each other, are 0
or 1. The invention also concerns their use as a liquid crystal orientation
layer.    


